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Anyone  fi.  ;-ili;ii'  with  the  Uivcr  Dart  knows 
the  Mill  Creek,  'i'he  liills  on  eitlur  side  slope 
steeply  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  oak 
and  beech  and  elm  clustering  thick  on  the 
one  hand,  red  plough,  green  shoots,  and 
golden  corn-fields  alternating  on  the  other 
through  all  the  changing  seasons. 

The  creek  is  tidal,  transformed  at  half- 
ilood  into  a  fair  ex))anse  of  shinnnering 
water  ;  at  low  tide,  however,  it  dwindles 
to  a  score  of  meagre  channels  winding 
tortuously  through  whale  backed  nuid-banks, 
the  haunt  of  scurrying  crabs  and  meditative 
heron. 

Here,  one  afternoon  in  midsunuuer  some 
dozen  ytius  ago,  came  a  gig  (or,  in  local 
parlance,  a  ""  biue-jjoat  '")  manned  by  seven 
llannel-clad  cjidets  JVom  the  Naval  College. 
Six  sat  on  the  th\var!s  ]>uiling  la/ily  against 
the  last  o\'  the  ebb.  The  sevenlh  sat  in  the 
stern,  with  tiie  yoke-liius  oxer  his  shoulders, 
refreshing  himself  with  cherries  onl  of  a  bas^. 

As  they  ap})rt>aeht  il  iin'  sheUinLf  mud- 
banks,  purple  in  the  atlernoon  sunlight,  the 
2  17 
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figure  in  Ihc  boMs  boated  his  oar  and  began 
to  sound  cautiously  witli  his  boathook. 
The  remaining  five  oarsmen  glanced  back 
over  their  shoulders  and  continued  paddling. 
The  helmsman  smiled  tolerantly,  as  a  man 
miglit  smile  at  the  conceits  of  childhood,  but 
refrained  from  speech.  They  all  knew  the 
weakness  of  the  bowman  for  dabbling  in  nmd, 

"Half  a  point  to  port!"  said  the  slim 
form  wielding  the  dripping  boathook.  "  I 
can  see  the  channel  now.  .  .  .  Steady  as 
you  go  !  "  A  minute  later  the  boat  slid  into 
the  main  channel  and  the  crew  drew  in  their 
oars,  punting  their  narrow  craft  between  the 
banks  of  ooze.  None  of  th'ni  spoke,  save 
the  bowman,  and  he  only  at  rare  intervals, 
flinging  back  a  curt  direction  to  the  helms- 
man over  his  slioulder. 

For  hair  an  Ikuu-  they  navigated  the 
chaimels  winding  up  the  valley,  and  came  at 
length  to  a  crumbling  stone  ((uay  beside  the 
ruin  of  a  mill.  Ferns  grew  in  the  interstices 
of  the  old  brickwork,  and  a  great  peace 
brooded  over  the  silent  wood  that  towered 
behind.  They  made  the  boat  fast  there; 
and  because  boats  and  the  sea  were  thin<Ts  as 
yet  half-unknown  and  wholly  attractive, 
none  of  Ihcni  aliempted  'o  land.  Instead, 
with    coals    roiled    up    .is   pillows   and    their 


straw  hats  tilted  on  cr 


!i(ir  eves,  the  seven 
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made  themselves  comfortable  as  only  naval 
cadets  could  in  such  cramped  surroundings, 
and  from  under  the  thwarts  each  one  drew  a 
paper  bag  and  a  bottle  of  lemonade. 

"  Dead  low  water,"  said  Number  1  (tlie 
bow  car)  presently.  "We  shall  have  a  young 
flood  against  us  going  back ;  but  then 
tlnre's  no  chance  of  getting  stuck  on  the 
mud."  lie  drew  a  bunch  of  keys  from  his 
pocket  and  proceeded  to  take  careful  sound- 
ings round  the  boat,  using  the  keys  as  a 
sinker  and  the  lanyard  as  a  lead-line. 

"Oh.  slnitup  about  your  everlasting  tides." 
said  Number  2,  "  and  keep  quiet ;  I  want 
to  sleep." 

"They  interest  me."  replied  Number  1 
simply.     "  I  shall  be  a  navigator,  I  think." 

''  Vou'd  better  go  in  for  submarines," 
said  Number  1.  , applying  himself  to  his 
bottle  of  fizzing  beverage.  "  Plenty  of  poking 
about  mudbanks  in  Ihem  if  it  interests  you. 
One  of  the  first  we  ever  had  stuck  in  the  mud 
one  day  and  never  came  up  again." 

"  P'raps  I  sliall,"  admitted  the  bow.  "  In 
fact  1  shouldn't  be  surpiised  if  I  did  go  in  for 
sul)mariiiinrr."" 

Number  .*}  was  lying  on  his  back  on  the 
Ihwart.  Iiis  head  resting  on  tlie  gunwale. 
"They'll  never  come  to  anything."  lie  said. 
"  The    submarine's    a    faihne."     His    eyes 
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ollowcd   the  flight  of  a   white-winged  gull 
that    circled    with    outstretched    wings    far 
above  theu-  heads.     "  Xo.     It's  going  to  be 
in  the  air,  when  we  have  a  war.     I'm  all  for 
%ingmaehinc-s.  .  .  ."     He  was  silent  awhile 
meditaung    then   turned  his  head   quicklv. 
Bombs  !        he   said.     "  Fancy   beincr  able 
to  arop  bombs  all  over  an  enemy's  countrv." 
^     /ioii   couldn-t   do   it,-'    said   Number' 2. 
^oud    go    killing    Avomen    and    civilians, 
iliey  d  never  let  you."' 

;'Who?"      demanded     the     prospeelivo 
cu.a  or      lus     enthusiasm    rather    damped. 
>>liod  stop  me  ?  "  .  ^ 

"International  LaAv,"  cut  in  the  cox- 
swam  quickly.  "Con^■entions  and  all  that 
•■  .  >^%  thcre'dbenohmittoanvthingif 
-  ^vcr.'nt  for  international  law.  An  enemv 
could  go  off  in  his  beastly  submarine  nnd 
paralyse  the  trade  r(Hites." 

"  Paralyse  'eiu     how  ?  "  inquired  the  bow 

;;  Just  torpedoing  'c-m.  of  course,  vou  ass." 

^^  VMiat,  merchant  ships  ?  " 

The  jurist  nodded. 

''pnt    no    one    could    do    that.     I    mean 

men,,,    Ja^v   or   no   international   law. 
ii_.-  ,„      !"''<-.>      "i^<^'   tliose    li'llows   at 

31emb(T  the  lecture  last  week  ?  " 


Algiers. 


PROLOGUE 


21 


•'  I  doivt  mean  xcc'd  do  it."  coaccded  the 
coxswain.     '' But  some  nations  might." 

The  idcahst  shook  his  head.  '  No  na\al 
oilicer  would,"  he  repeated  stoutly,  ^  what- 
ever his  nationahty." 

-  The  surface  of  the  sea  s  good  enough  tor 
me,"  ehipped  in  No.  2.  "  1  dont  want  to 
bomb  women  or  torpedo  mci-ehant  ships. 
rm  going  to  be  captain  of  a  destroyer 
ilc  raised  his  head.  "  Thirty  knots  at  night, 
mv    bov  1   .  .  .  Upper-deck    torpedo    tubes 

and  all  that.  ... 

"  Ud  blow  vou  out  of  the  water  with  a 
V'-ineh  gun,"  said  Number  5.  speaking  lor 
the  first  time,  and  laying  aside  a  magazine 
■'  Guniuu-v  is  going  to  save  this  country  it 
ever  we  Jiave  a  war.  Tiiafs  why  gunnery 
lieutenants  get  promo,  cd  quickiy-my 
(vovernor  told  me  so." 

"  l^id  he  '^  "  said  the  stroke  oar.  He  s 
wrong.  You  can  only  fire  big  guns  from  big 
ships,  and  vou  know  what  happened  to  big 
siiips  in  the  Russo-Japanese  war. 

'^  \Vhat?  "   inquired  the  visionary  coldlv. 
''  Klines.     Rig  ships  can't  move  when  there 

are  mines  about."  .,      ■  i  fi,,. 

-  We  don't  use  mines  any  longer,     said  tlic 

er.xswain.  crumpling  up  his  empty  bag  and 

th,owing  it  over  the  side.     It  lloated  slowly 

past  the  boat  towards  the  head  of  tlie  valley. 
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"They're  not  considered  sporting.  'Sides 
even  if  you  could,  you  can  always  eounter- 
mnie,  and  sweep  'em  up.  My  bi'otlier  went 
through  a  course  in  the  Mediterranean  once-  - 
piace  called  Platea.  I  remember  him  tellin.r 
me  about  it."  "^ 

The  stroke  oar  sat  upright  and  glanced  the 
cngth  o  tne  boat.  -  AVouldn't  it  be  a  rum 
thing,  he  said,  "  if  tliere  was  a  war  some 
day  and  we  were  all  in  it."'  Ife  ticked  off 
their  names  on  lu's  lingers  :  "  Submarine, 
aerojDlane,  destroyer,  minelayer,  minesweeper, 
battleship—  He  paused.  "  I'd  like  to  be 
in  a  cruiser,"  he  said.  -  A  big  cruiser  scout- 
ing ahead  of  the  Fleet.  You'd  get  more 
excitement  there,  than  anywhere"  His 
voice  deepened  to  a  sudden  note  of  triumph. 

It   ud  be  the  forefront  of  Vac  battle." 
Ihcn    we'd   all   meet   afterwards."    said 
Numher  'J,  "  .nd  haye  a  blow-out  somewhere 
a^iore     and     talk     about     our     experiences. 
\\  (Hilda  t  that  be  topping?  " 

Tlic  bow  oar  s.i  with  "ins  eyes  on  the 
^•nnnpled  paper  bag  that  floated\,p-sl,ean. 
siuia.ng  them  against  ihe  glow  of  the  sun 
tnnnng  al  the  c-reeks  into  moltc-n  gold. 
^Hose  of  us  that  were  left,"  1,  said 
;rea"nly.  -Tide',  turned.  .  .  .We'dbetler 
think  about  getting  back." 
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Reminiscences  of  those 
"ill    tlie    tlistaiice 
cuchunlcd  "  never  come 
in  an  orderly  procession 
according  to  the  orighial 
sequence     of 
events.       Some, 
for  reasons  quite 
i  u explicable, 

iostlc    ihoir     v,ay     to     the     1"-     --f>; 

the-  Uu'kgfouiul,  aiul   o.'.ly   respo.ul   to  the 

c  o   iUvlight  a,Kl  tobacco  s,.,oke  asccmhng 

,l..v,iscl■>■on,.hc<iopthsonhca^„..cu:u^ 

1  ,4ov    rnouMi    Ihcv  can  all  be 
Sooner  or  latei,  tiiou<,n,  m^j 

caught  and  held  for  the  moment  needed  to 
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record  Uicni.     The  (lifliciilly  is  lo  k 
to  start.  ... 


now  wJicrc 


Hark 


er  is  i'orc  iuust  amoii<T  |  j 


le  ''  thrust crs 


in  tae  surging  ercv.d  of  niei-iorics  of  the  old 


Britannia  d 


!VS. 


n 


d'krr,  wilh  in 


l)ierciiig 


ratiier  melaneiioly  eyes,  his  l)hK-k  ])eard  and 

ii'  ol'   iniplaca])le 


tat  tot 


)((i    wrisl^, 


inu 


I  !i 


ferocity   I  hat  for  nioiiliis  succeeded 
ccahng  from  Jiis  i'-'-:,i  ;,  \^rixv 


m  con- 
!  as  tender  as  a 


woman  s. 


II 


course 


IS    name    \\as    not    aelu;,lly    Ihui 
is  ])rohaljly  sli]]  ahv 


r,    of 
and 


even  retired  cl,irf  ;Ktt,   offictrs  of  the  Iloval 
^'avy  have  their    ■uscrpliijijitit  s.     Ii 


N 


a    term     C'.l\0. — ment 


<■    was 


daddv,"  I ! 
of     X 


or,    wtt-nurs( 


(( 


sca- 


e  ouiwai'd  r.Md  visil)I 


ival 


1)1 


e  <:iiil)o(hnuii{ 


cadets   wiio  vesltrd 


seiphnc-     to    sixiy-odd     naval 


and  to-ilav  w 


ly  v.cre  raw 


sehoolhovs 


brass  buttons — a  transit 


ear  ih<-  Kings  uniform  and  ek< 


i!)     111(1,  (»     nmtii'ro*-!     r-^,.1..     1' 


ion  unlnnging  enough 


-.V.V.   ov.in.3    mull    mosc   ol    Ins 
charges. 

Ib.u  he  siieec  (  di(i  m  conveying  wjljiin  tlie 
space  of  ih<'  liisl  (veni,;u  ii.^.  exceedingly 
unfamiliar  r<Mi!iii<-  of  I  ,aiiiing-sliip  life,  t1,',. 
art  of  turning  ml.)  a  hammcek,  lh(  necessity 
for  k.vpina  11,,.,,.  (.1^,,,,  lock,., I.  (he  majesty 
«»1  Ihe  term  iieut.nani   a-id  !  he  omnipotence 

oftjicchicfcadet  captains,  losixtvhcuildered 
fiftccn-y cur-olds,  only  he  knows". 
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Yet 


he  luuTicd  none  ;    Ihey  were  eonseious 
lloek  of  (lisconcerted  sheep  iu-e 


us  a 


"v    "of  awise  collie,     liis  voice  ..s  ..vcr 

si       it  xvas  to  1>^'  i..-.smu«l  ll.at  ho  slept 

i    ^     on,c  >nystorio.,s  .i.uc  duving  the  t-,ven.y- 

,,,„,    |,„uvs,    mul    yel    his    squ.re     compact 

r,,nnsee,ue.ltobeaUvayscirU,n«a,ov,    aall 

l,„„vs  of  ll.e  .lay  ar.M.;!:!n.     hw,  Um  t.  a 
1     1,   less  wi.ia   (n,  lla.  tluoes  ol-  mght.uar 
■     ti,pe.ll>.Klilyoutothisha,mmH.ko,>to      c 

a'ek    Ihe    lU-st    lUUht,    .t    »as    llarkl    »ho 
ipiH.nva  noiselessly  oul  oV  Ha    sha<lo«s  to 

lueU  him  ill  agiiiii.  ,.  rn.n- 

Their  names  he  ha,i  pat  v,  ,th,n  ty,    .l> -fo 

I,,,,,,.,,     .:,isli«hUmahisgr.poithelen 
h.sl.nlly,    hul    il    also   caused     nn,      ok 

vcgavded  as  scarcely  canny,     l'-'"''''/;! 
,|,:,.„neertingenonghtor.ganlyom-self     nt 

,,,,„K■ntasaninsignilieanla^dunkn..^^        n 

.„„„r,..  -Ion  others,  an,!  m  Uns  comlo.l.d.l 
;!;;,,rn,n.o.anina,;,>«/'aUiludea,a,ns 

liK.vvlnlepandw.Hl.  (one  .dlluscvcn. lead 
M„s):     llan    lo    near   ,«lnHM„l,on    ar.d    son. 
„a,nc,  conpled  logellnr  l,ke  '■''•"'p'";  '  ;:'';,^, 
,„„   „,,.ng  Ih,'  crowded  n.a,n-leck.     Haiku 

had  seen  y<Mi.  i      ..  i . 

I  Tn.re    were    other    l.lVO.s     on    hoaid 

'  each  .enn  own.d  one.  But  they  were  h> 
c.n.pavison  wilh  Marker,  sorry  fellows  One 
was  repnU.l  lo  be  given  to  beating  the  l«g 
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gar  ecI      ,„orcovor,     in     a     scarlet     jus.-v 

Iotlyh,s.<.rm  denied  il,  hut. 1„.  story  was 
-  .unpod  v„tl,  the  ,.,u,„peae],ahle  authorily 
ol  the  boals«ai„-.s  n;;,le  of  (he  lo,ver-deek 
a  sodless  seaman,  eol,^■er,salion  with  ,.,1,„„,' 
being  of  a  s,,iey  and  nneedoial  nalnr,-,  v,a 
iorbitldci).  ' 

-^"<^|J^^;^vasadinitlcdlyofaft-oodcn(n,oh 
'oarr.  b,K  usctdimentalis-.  aiulconscqmnlJv 
fo  l)c  despised.  ()„  (JK.  occasion  of  tjfe 
c-  hastiscmcit  of  an  cvil-dcHr,  his  was  the  am, 
eiioscn  lo  adn.inislcr  the  sJrokes  witli  ail  i!,. 
pomp  and  (mh  un.shuice  of  an  cHh-h  J  cxccn- 
lon.     iIc'^'idUK>si^.las„n^vdJandln.Iy_ 

lil.''r      ?:iiw  1      i\i^^     ,,r,.i  •  I   •  ...  •' 


';'''^'l'    fl'e    viclini    himself    a(hniltcd. 


11i;!t 

i^tit  uJun  he  turned  Iron,  his  duly  his  eves 
were  observed  !o  have  tears  i,>  them.  il,s 
tcnn  had  m  consequene<.  1..  a(h.j)t  an  apolo- 

^'otu.  nntnner  lorn  euMsiderable  I  iuK.  af(er- 
wards.  * 

U^  was  asi.nilar  seene,   ],ut  om    in   whieh 
ilarker  played  the  LunI   ll,.i,  K:,,ru:HmQV 

T     """^    '"''■    '^'^    ^^<-^>'-«l^«i.     The   setlinj 
fmc  was  sullieient  to  stnke  awe  .nd  even 

error  ,nto  the  spectator's  heart.     And  now, 
«»Hrr  ilir   laps,,  of  years,   recallin^r  ihc  eir- 

ounistanees  of  th.at  harrouin^v  quarter  of  u:i 
'-'n-.  It  ,s  doubtlul  whether  there  was  not 
.P'^^t    some    sueh    motive    behind    the    .-rim 
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fiiTiunslancc    that    led    up    to    llie    painful 
consuuiniatioii. 

The  scene  wis  the  orlop-deck.  Wliat 
light  there  was  eaine  in  through  the  open  gun- 
ports,  shuiling  upwards  oif  liie  waier.  Not 
cheering  sunliglii,  you  luuiersiand,  but  a 
greenish  sickly  gieani  thai  struggled  inefreclu- 
ally  with  the'sluulows  clinging  like  vampires 
aniong  rlie  low  oak  beams  overhe;'vd. 

The  victim's  Urni  were  I'allen-in  in  a  hohow 
square   about    liie   iiorse—a   block   of  wood 
supported  on  siiort  h  gs,  with  ring-bolts  and 
canvas    straps    iuu  gmg    fi't-ni    each    corner. 
Tiien    there    cunie    a    pausr.     Possil)ly    Ihe 
cajilain  ha<l  n.o'i    ihiished  liis  bnakfa;-.l  ;    or 
])rrliapsIlarkerlKul  for  once  nia.dc  ;i  mistaki- 
and  got  his  tirm  there  loo  early.     Bvd   i«)r 
the  space  of  sivrral   niinufes  (or  v.rc!;^,   or 
veivrs)  Ihe  l(rm  stood  in  sliudilering  eon}(  ni- 
plaiion  of  ihis  (  ngine. 

Tl;en  one  of  the  spectators,  llu  vii-lim  of 
I'ithcr  an  over-ricii  imagination  or  an  ;ciiMy 
sciisilivc  conscience,  ihanial  ieally  fiunt(d 
and  was  borne  fell  In  After  that  things  began 
to  happen.  Tiu-  nuilefaelor  a^^x  art  il,  aeeon-- 
panied  by  Marker.  The  caj>l:iin,  the  term 
licutcnaui,  anal  (a  1  hrill  ran  through  the  on- 
lookers) the  surgeon,  followed.  It  was  Iralf- 
expccled  that  t!ie  vlu  phun  \\<'uhl  a!-o  join 
the  group  and  adnunist(  r  ghostly  consolation 
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to  the  clprit,  wl,o,  it  nuist  be  ,T.h,ct.intIv 

ills  oflccc  was  not  „,,<■  to  aliniatr  !,:,„ 
ro,n  liu.    „.arls  of  l,is  iVIious.     1,  „' 

o  his  late  craniiiuTi,,  terms  that  laavonuay 

""<  I'^mlHv,,  just,  but  were  certa:nh-,,otle 
way  a  htlle  geutlen.an  sl.oul.l  talk.  "  Bui  I'is 

ule   ll,ereeolleotK,,,s.,iera„:,„uVn,eil,cd! 

of'r„,  ',",'■  '  "'  "  l""-<lonable  ebullition 
off.  'm,.  l,a„ab.eaelM,fn,orality.  In  short 
lie  uasa  bii  of  a  h-ro. 

"Chief  l-etiy    0,|i,,,.    !i,,,,^,    „    ^^^-^ 

.t,^,:-'"";"^""''-'"-""-.,,,,"  do  your 
■  •     .A'"'     ;■■"■'•<'"'■'!,'  preiiuunaries  eom- 

'     V''^ '    '•-'.v<»lliee,lla,l;er,li<lit,„s 

"■'s  to  he  ex|>eeted  of  l,„„.  u,.eo„n,H,nlv  well 
l'»;    y<-iiin    l<.ok    ,1,    as   ,vas   also";„   be 
'^peeleaol  him.  uaeoiuuioiiiv  wd'       ]|  ,,  is 
||;;Myn«lH  fore  these  luHswnv  written  timt 

'■'»t  «>.-<l.al.      1|„.  |,„y  „  that  no  .spectator 

:•:;;''';•;■: ';-^; """">•. e  worthier  eouragc 

wilh  Hhiel,   he  ui„sl    have  met  it 

IIa.K.r,l  "as  «Ih,  smelt  out.  like  a  Zulu 

l>-.l<.c.  or   the  grass  snake  and  dormouse 

•I     ived  a  hfe  of  ..onuuunistic  rase  and 

r.lh.lH.u   ,„    ,he  washing  till  of  son.eonc's 
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sea-chest.  Ilnrkcr's  llic  suspicious  mind  that 
led  to  official  -  ruxcs  "  of  private  tills,  and  the 
conliscation  ol'  nieerschamn  pipes,  Turkish 
ei<Tarettes,  and  oUkt  conliaha.nd.  \ct  all 
llhs  ^vithout  anv  rilccl  ol"  espionage. 

Tlie  nearest  approac-h  to  active  espionage 
that  llarker  perndtted  liiinself  was  Ivovering 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  gangNvay  when  the  terms 
were  landed  for  daily  recreaiion.      Hie  law 
of  the  Aledes  and  Persians  had  it  ihat  (hmng 
cold  weather  all  cadets  not   i.h.ying  games 
must  land  wearing  a  ].iv;ieu!arly  despieaV>le 
form  of  uuder-garment  :  a  an  oolly  and  tucked- 
into-thc-soeks  abominalion  that  the  saal  ol 
cverv    right-minded    cadet    revolted    fronu 
Vs  tiie  procession  passed  under  the  h)W  gang- 
Nvav  on   its  way  to  th.^  humches  ah.ngside, 
llarker,  lurking  in  Iho  vicinity,  would  sud- 
(knlv  pounce  upon  a  suspect. 

''  Ave  we  got  our  dijawers  on,  Mr.  bo-ancl- 
so?  ''  came  the  nureiless  query.  Tlie  ]>ro- 
arcss  of  the  procession  was  arrested  while  Mr. 
So-and-so  racked  his  brains  for  some  sv., table 
parrv  to  this  very  leading  (piest  ion.  A  damn- 
incT  negative  having  evenlually  been  exlorl(d, 

the  underclad  one  was  hauled  from  ihe  ranks 

nd  given  three  minutes  in  which  to  get  to  his 

chcsl,  extract  from  his  wardrobe  the  garment 

that  found  such  higii  favour  in  Olympian  eyes, 

i       put  it  on.  and  rejoin  the  tail  of  the  procession. 
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M.U«h„",,ola,ulinjj."    TI,crev,as„oapp,.,l 

ru.  rnc,l  s„„,c  tlircc  lior.rs  later  .-.Kain  mv  ,.,1 

on  boar,l  ,,,,a.,Ml„-s  )y„..eyod  sun'  i   ;    0, 
Tins  t„„c  ,|lK-i(  '<  sfKlf.,.  "  uas  the  subject  ol' 
ll/o-ker's  unquenchable  suspici.M.s.       ^ 

'"'"    deadly    s,„s     required    coasiderab  1,. 
ngon,uly,  owing  to  the  ban  the  a  ,  l':  j*' 
"ought    necessary   to   in.pose   <,n    no.  k  ,? 

Kegular  ouaitfers  pan.kre.l  to  this  Oh  , ,,,     ; 

"i.."..    and    constructed    trousers    ^v'i    ,' 

■n.bryo.ne  fob  justlargc  enongi,  ,o  id 

™  '•"'"^-  Tbo  un,u.tho,h,x,  ;ho , ,  ',; 

:'"'.  f™'^'"-^    '^«-'ing   ,|,e  Stan,,,   of   ', 

;;:,;:.''™' ••"''',  i>"*'^."<-iH.iden,o 

i"n,h...|y  se«e,i  Mm.  pockets  up. 

The  jacket  Inul  only  on,-,  a  breast  pocket 
al  eady    eongested    by    k.>s.    handke vh a 
-  s    ron,  l,o,„e,  „  ^  ...^  „,,  „.,,.  „.„,^^     ' 

•""'   V"   '''-'■•     J«n,annd   th.  rrfo,-,.  ,|„.  ,,   ' 
spised   gar„,ent    ahva.ly    alhul.d    lo      T   is 
"•'»g     'ake,l     ,,y   „„i,ial   decree     in,„     I  e 

■''"'"•■'l«''l<''toll,ullers, -h    -uorkedl  It 

—a  snack  oCTurkish  Deli.rhi    ,„.     ''-''•'' 

«»'II'i«l.lyiaxonr.dlon,ordeli.,''r    '•■''' 
as  "  My  Qu.en.-        '"""'^''"••><T  Known 
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With  a  not  too  saintly  expression,  an  un- 
flinching eve,  and  a  sufficiently  baggy  pair 
of  trousers,  the  contrabandist  might  count 
on  a  reasonable  amount  of  success.  But 
ilarker's  X-rav  glance  rarely  failed  him. 

That  stern,  incisive  voice  would  rivet  all 
eves  upon  the  culprit  just  when  the  muster 
In-  the  officer  of  the  day  had  been  completed, 
and  the  long  ranks  awaited  the  stentorian 
dismissal  of  the  chief  cadet  captain. 

"  ^\y.  Z  !  You'll  step  along  to  the  sick- 
bav  when  we  falls  out.  ' 

The  blanched  smuggler  clutched  at  his 
inonuntarilv  al)and()ned  halo  of  rectitude. 

"  Sick-bay  !  "  lie  echoed  indignantly. 
-  Whv  the  sick-bav  ?  There"s  nothing  wrong 
with  'me  1  swear  there  isn't.  I  never  felt 
belUr  in  my  life.''  ,, 

''  That  there  nastv  swelling  on  your  shin, 
was  the  pitiless  reply,  "did  ought  to  be  seen 
to  at  onee."'  A  draught,  that  had  lluttered 
\hr  earefullv  selected  l)aggy  trousers  agauist 
their  weaic'r's  legs,  had  been  his  undoing. 
The  game  Wiis  up. 

Like  all  truly  great  men,  liarki  r  could  un- 
bend willunit  discipline  suttering  an  iota. 
As  the  iiionlhs  passrd  and  his  term  of  fledg- 
ling "News""  aeqiiired  the  modest  dignity 
of ''Threes"  (second  ivvm  cadets),  Ilarker's 


lULlhods   eliangcd. 


lie   was   no   longer    the 
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detective,  inquisitor,  encyclopaedia  of  a 
thousand  unfamiliar  phrases,  events,  and 
objects.  Ills  term  were  on  their  feet  now, 
treading  in  their  turn  paths  liercely  illu- 
mined by  Ihe  new  first  tennis  'crapintr 
admiration  and  euriositv.  They  were  an 
example. 

"  'Owlong  "ave  we  been  in  the  Britannia  ?  " 
ho  would  demand  reproaehfullv  when  some 
breach  of  Ihr  laws  called  for  reproof.  "  -Kre 
wc  are  in  our  second  Urm,  an'  talkin'about 

IIUP-STAIRS  !  " 

The  scorn  in  his  voice  was  like  ;;  whip- 
lash.  ^ 

'•  When  you  young  gentlemen  goes  to  sea 
you  won't  hnd  no  staiks  !  " 

When  they  went  to  sea!    That  was  the 
gradually-    increasing    burden    of    his    sonrr. 
1^  or  a  while  it  pr(>sented  a  picture  too  remot'e 
almost   for   serious   contemplation.     It   wa--- 
praetically  a  figure  of  speeeh.   meaningless. 
Hut   as    (nne   went   on,   and    II. ,>   successive 
dignities    of  -Sixer"   mul   -  Xiner  "   (third 
.•"><      lourth  -^the    last     terms)    loonuvl     up 
and  passed  into  reality,  and  at  last  the  Cireat 
Uall  of  the  linal    examination    ahme  stood 
bct^yeen  them  and  the  sea-going  gunrooms 
ot  the  Fleet.   II k>  words  took  on  their  real 
sigmlicancc. 

Ilarker    abandoned    even    sarcasm.      lie 


I 
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became  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend,  a 
patient  nient(H'  always  accessible— generally 
sonu-wherc  on  the  ehest-deck—in  leisure 
hours  to  thirsters  after  knowledge.  A\  as 
one  shakv  in  that  Ijranch  of  nautical  lore 
known  as  "  Bends  and  ilitehes  "'  ?  liarker's 
blunt  fingers  tirelessly  nianipulated  the  end 
of  a  haninioek-lashing  until  the  pupil  could 
make  even  a  -  sheep-shank  "'  with  his  eyes 

shut. 

Another  would  briii^  him.  in  a  welter  of 
onnsr  and  ra\  <!K  d  strands,  a  tortured  mass 
of  hemp-ro'pe. 

''  It's  meant  to  be  a  Long  Splice."'  was  the 
explanation,  "but  I  don't  seem  to  get  it  right 
-  ever,"'  and  with  a  despondent  sigh  it  would 
be  thrust  i.ito  Ilarker's  hands. 

liarker  would  examine  ibe  interwoven 
strands,  twisting  it  t(^  and  fro  with  jerks  of 
his  powert'ul  wrists,  pulling  taut  here,  tuckmg 
something  in  tlure.  and  lo  1    tiu'  thing  took 

•>h:ipe, 

"Ti.is  is  where  you  goes  wrong.  Mr.  P., 
e\,  y  linu'!"'  (Ueeolleet  there  were  sixty- 
odd  "in  his  teriu.)  "Don't  forget  what  Urn 
always  telling  you.  You  splits  the  middle 
strands,  and  then  an  over-'and  knot,  lu  the 
opposite  'alves.  ..."  1 1  a.lways  looked  so 
easy  when  liarker  did  it. 

it  was  during  the  last  night  on  board  that 
8 
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Ilarkcr  rose  to  heights  truly  magnanimous. 
The  fom-th  term  regarded  it  as  its  right  and 
privilege,  on  the  last  night  of  the  term,  to 
hold  high  carnival  until  sleep  overtook  them. 
Cadet    captains    even    cast    their    responsi- 
bilities to  the  winds  that  night  and  scam- 
pered   about,    slim,    pyjama-elad  iigures,    in 
the    dim    light    of    the    lanterns,    ruthlessly 
cutting    dov.n    the    prig    who    yearned    for 
slumber.  lashing-up  a  vietim  in  Ids  hammock 
and  leaving  him  U{)side-(l()\vn  to  reflect  on 
certain   (leeds  of  Ihe  past  year  that  earned 
him  this  retribution,  lloaiing  about  on  grat- 
ings on  the  surface  of  the  plunge  baths,  and 
generally  eilcbraiing  in  a  iitting  manner  the 
eve  of  the  day   that  was  to  herald  in  new 
.responsibilities  and  cares. 

iiarker.  who  for  lift  e^ii  months  had  haunted 
the  shadows  on  the  look-out  for  just  such  a 
"  rux."  whose  ear  caught  every  illicit  sound- 
even  the  crunch  of  tlu-  noeturiial  Imtterscotch. 
Ilarkcr  was  for  once  unseeing  and  r.nseen. 
It  needed  but  this  crowning  act  of  grace  to 
endear  him  for  ever  to  his  departing  Hock. 

Yet  he  had  one  more  card  to  play,  and 
Jilayed  it  as  he  passed  in  farewell  from 
carriage  to  eariiage  (.f  the  departing  train. 
Further,  he  (halt  it  with  aeceiduated  em- 
phasis  for  the  benefit  of  those  he  thought 
needed  tlie  renandt'r  most. 
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"Gosh!"  ejaculated  such  a  one  when 
Ilarker  passed  to  the  next  caniage  :  he 
ilopped  back  on  to  his  seat.  "  Did  you  h^ear  ? 
He  said  '  sir  !  '  to  each  one  of  us  when  he 
said  good-]\vc  !  " 

So  nuieh  for  Ilarker.  But  he  brought  with 
iiini  a  number  of  other  memories  entangled 
somehow  about  his  i)ersonaHty,  and  on  these 
it  may  be  as  well  to  enlarge  a  little  ere  they 
slip  back  into  the  lim>^o  of  tlie  forgotten  past. 

It  says  much  for  the  vividness  of  llarker's 
porsonalily  th-it  he  outran  in  these  remini- 
seenees  the  memory  of  "  Stodge."  Certainly 
few  interests  loomed  larger  on  the  horizon 
of  these  days  than  the  contents  of  the  two 
canteens  ashore. 

There  was  one  adjacent  to  the  landing- 
place:  a  wise  forethought  of  the  authorities, 
enablin<T  a  fellow  to  stav  his  stomach  during 
the  long  climb  from  the  river  to  the  playing 
lields,  where  the  principal  canteen  stood. 

"  Stodge  "  was  of  a  sur|)assing  cheapness. 
That  nuieh  was  essential  when  the  extent  of 
the  weekly  pocket-money  was  limited  (if 
memory  is  to  be  trusted)  to  one  shilling. 
Further  it  was  of  a  pleasing  variety,  certain 
pc  euliar  combinations,  hallowed  by  tradition, 
being  alone  unchanging. 

Of  these  the  most  popular  was  the  "  (iarry 
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chocolate  cream  saiuhvicliea  between  two 
"  squashed-iiy  "  biscuits  ;  the  wliolc  beaten 
thin  with  a  cricket-bat,  gymnasium  shoe,  or 
other  implement  liandy.  Thv  pecuharitv  of 
this  particular  form  of  dainty  was  that  it 
sufficed  as  an  unfailing  bribe'wherewith  to 
open  negotiations  with  one  Dunn,  the  septua- 
genarian keeper  of  the  pleasure  boats.  Tlie 
moral  atmo-^jherc  of  tlie  boat-house,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  custodian's  sweetness  of 
tooth,  came  in  time  to  resemble  that  of  a 
Chinese  yamen. 

Another     delicacy    about     whieh     legend 
clustered    was   tlic    "Ship's  lUm."   splint   in 
half,  with  a  liberal  cementing  of  Devonshire 
cron-..  and  'strawberry  jam  o(  -'ng  out  at  the 
sides.      Concerning     tlie     bun      itself,     tlic 
maternal    sohcitude   of   the    authorities    ex- 
tended one  gratis  to  each  cadet  ashore  on 
half-holiday.,    lest    the    impecunious    should 
hunger  unnecessarily  b(  [ween  lunch  and  tea. 
The  buns  were  obtainable  on  a])[)lication  at 
the   counter,    whence    the   ilaugliter    of  the 
proprietor     whom    we   will   eafl   ?,Iaiinder— 
was  charged  with  the  duty  of  issuing  liiem. 

How  she  pretendi-d  to  remember  the  two 
and  a  half  hundred  faces  that  presented  them- 
sehcs  in  surging  crowds  round  the  counter 
at  1  p.m.  is  more  than  her  present  recorder 
can  saw     lint  (■\f'ii  'iv;  ^Jio  pvfo'^fi  ■'•  -   > 


USQI'E    AB    OVO 


87 


to  tlic  outstretched  grubby  hand  of  a  sup- 
pliant, an  expression  of  vixcn-hke  indig- 
nation and  cunning  -svould  transform  her 
features. 

*'  You've  'ad  a  bun  afore  I  "'  she  Avoiild 
snaj)  shrilly.  wiLlidrawing  the  ])ounty  in  the 
nick  of  time.  The  hungry  petitioner,  clieer- 
fully  aeknoNvIedging  defeat  in  a  game  of 
bluff,  would  then  withdraw,  pursued  by  ^liss 
Maunder's  invective. 

All  the  same  she  was  not  infallible,  and 
on  occasions  hot  protestations  and  even 
mutual  recrimination  rang  to  and  fro  across 
the  counter.  Appeal,  idtimately  carried  to 
Mr.  ^laimder,  was  treated  in  nuicli  the  same 
way  as  it  is  by  croupiers  at  Tdontc  Carlo. 
A  gentleman's  word  is  his  word.  But  it  is 
as  well  not  to  be  the  victim  of  too  many 
mistakes. 

Maunder,  wlio  was  occupied  with  the  stern 
rcspojisibility  of  catering  for  the  whim  of 
the  rich,  had  a  way  of  recapitulating  the 
orders  from  the  beginning,  adthng  up  aloud 
as  the  count  ^V(■nt  on,  lluis  : 

Cadet  :  A  sirav.btrry  ice,  pka.se,  ^launder. 

Mdundcr  :    One  strawljerry  ice  tuppence. 

CcuJct :  Oh,  and  a  doughnut,  while  you're 
about  it. 

Maunder  :  One  siravJjerry  ice  one  dough- 
nut tlu'UDpen.cc. 


88 


"USQUE    AB    OVO" 


Cadet :  That's  just  to  go  on  with.  Then  in 
a  l)afr  I  want  a  stick  of  cream  cliocolafc 

Maunder  :  One  strawberry  ice  one  (I(;ugli- 
nut  (Mie  stick  cream  ehoeohiie  ft)iirpince. 

Cadet:  (breaihlessly)  Aid  al)ottle  of 
barley  sugar  and  a  "  ily  (^ncen  "  and  four 
Garry  })iseuits  and  ludf  a  jiound  of  cherries 
and  a  bottle  of  hrnonride  ai.d  oiw  of  gijiger 
beer  and— that's  all,  I  think. 

Maunder:  (coming  in  a  Utile  behind, 
chanting,  the  general  elh d  Ixji,^.  (l,.,i  of  a 
duel  in  canon).  One  strawberry  iec  one 
doughnut  one  slick  errmn  chocolate  one 
bottle  barley  sugar  on.  "My  (^u((n,"  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  ...  tnd  a  bag  one  an  I  hru|)])(  jice 
V-penny.  .  .  .  Thank  you,  sir.     X(  \t,  i)k'ase. 

On  occasion  demigod.s  \Nalk<d  among  Ihe 
cliildren  of  men.  The  a-JsJK  ..j'  ih,-  Channel 
Fin  i  I  Torbay  usually  broughl  ov(  r  one  or 
two  of  a  I.iMy  (hpjnh'd  terni,  now  midship- 
inen  by  the  grace  «)f  God  jiiid  magniliccnt 
beyond  conc(  pi  ion. 

Il  was  their  j)!(a.-.nn',  t  In  se  ininia<  nlat(  iv 
clad  visitors,  to  (iiUr  1  he  canted),  grt  »"f 
Maunchr  with  easy  fa.nnlianly  and  Miss 
Maund(  r  wiih  something  aj)proa(  hing 
gallanlry,  slaj)  (h.wn  ;i  so\ercipn  on  tl,<- 
con, ill  r  an<l  cry  frrc  slodg*-  all  r'.niiO.  Tlicy 
would  even  unbtnd   fnrlh<i',  daJJMng  v.itii  il 
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strawberry  ice  in  [oken  of  their  ^\i]lillgl1ess 
to  be  as  other  inen,  ;uul  {iiially  depart  in  a 
eloiul  of  eigarettc  smoke  and  h(  ro-worshi]). 

This  record  is  not  eonec  rncd  willi  the 
fact  that  on  their  riLurn  on  boartl  liieir  sliiji, 
some  honrs  later,  one  siiffered  stripes  for 
liaving  forgotten  lo  hxk  his  chest  before  he 
went  ashore,  ;ind  the  ()[h(r,  bein<^  the  most 
junior  of  all  the  junior  niidshipnien,  was 
bidden  swifily  \o  uiilacc  the  sub's  boots  and 
fetch   his  slipjxrs. 

'J'o  <very  dou;  his  day. 


Handom  ni'^morics  such  as  these  neces- 
sarily present  indix  iduals  and  incidents,  not 
in  the  sequenci;  of  Ihcir  in!|>orlance  in  I  ho 
cosmos  as  one;  sees  it  now,  but  as  tluy 
appear((l  to  the  vision  of  the  Naval  Cadet, 
whose  world  was  an  amialilc  (  hao^. 

Thus  the  Captain  lliekers  tiirouifh  this 
kaU'idoseopc  an  awtsonic  h'ardi  d  iijrnrc, 
itifinitcly  remote  from  the  small  alfaiis  (>f  that 
teeminnf  rabbit-warren  of  youth.  More 
readily  conuvs  to  mind  the  picture  of  his  lady 
wife,  V.  Jiite-hair.'d,  with  ch'ar  eyes  and  ;,fentl(; 
voiec.  a  memorv  somehow  entau'ded  with 
gcra»aums  in  red  pots  about  the  moulded 
stern-gallery  and  l(a  on  .Smi<la\-  afternoons 
in  the  spacious  ehint/,  (h  aped  uftei-eabin: 
with     iiksonie     fooihall     sj)rains,     and     brief 
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puerile  illnesses  made  more  e'uhira])l(.'  l.y  Iut 
visits  U)  the  eotside. 

The    ("omniandcr.    (liounli     less    awesome 

than    tlie    ('a|)tniii.    apj)ronehed    tlie   mortal 

in  that  he  stdopcd  at  times  to  wrath.     Ilis 

was    the    cold    eye    before    whieh    tlie    more 

hardened  malefactors  (piailed  :   his  the  raspinf^ 

^oie(•  Ilia!  jerked  ihc  [\,\\v  terms  to  allenlion 

at  Divisions  caeii  iii(»iuinir: 

"  Voun^  (ieni  lemen.  "slmn  !  "' 

The  iMifvlish  |)uhhc  scIiooHxa'  is  conscious 

of  yoiilh.  and  lalvtslhe  fael  of  l)ein'>- a  o-entle- 

!nan     for     ni-anled.      ]\\\\      lo     Ik  ;if     Iiimself 

addressed    hy    a   desi^nalion    lliat    coinMned 

i)oth  (piahties  was  a  never-stalinjr  subject  for 

inward  mirth  and  a  weird  self-eon^natulation 

ditlieult    of  .iiialysis.      II   eoiucyed  a  hint  of 

eominn-    inanlKHid    nnd     n  Nponsibilitics  :     it 

was   the   voice   of  the    \ii\  y,    betuhnj^f   «.ii    the 

leadiii<r  strings,  ju-ard  for  the  first  time. 

lint  on  a  plane  far  rieai(  r  (ailh  stood  the 
Term  rietif(  iia!ds.  each  one  (he  god  and  hero, 
the  r.jn  Hrollier  of  his  firm.  That  tluv, 
their  r.o\er  or  South  Afiiean  iiiednl  ribbons, 
their  t.,i  too-marks,  (dniity  or  I  uternational 
cai)s,  biceps,  and  all  the  things  that  were 
llieirs.  wei(  llie  objects  of  lh(ii-  rtsp((li\(' 
Tel  ins    ski\  jsh  a'hilal  lou.  ^oes  without  sa\  i  nff. 

Uloodyt  iic.iiiiil(  rsbetwccntheirseif-appoint(  d 
chamj)i(>ns  o\  er  an  adverse  criticism  or  do  :bt 
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cast  upon  a.  I'or^ottcii  ^v()l■<l  were  not  un- 
known. Two  entire  terms  onee  joined  l)attlc 
and  l)le(l  eaeli  ollier's  noses  llie  l(n<itli  and 
breadth  of  tJie  echoing  "  Skij)j)er  \()ods''  to 
cliiiv'h  some  I'ni-thmir  argument  as  to  the 
merits  of  their  respi'ctixc  ''Loots." 

There  were  l)ut  four  Term  Lieutenants, 
and  they  were  |)ieked  iVoin  lib-  warch'oonis  of 
the  whole  Xa\  y.  Small  wonder  sonu-  tlnx'c 
hundrtd  gruhhy  lu'chins  fresh  from  school 
found  in  them  admirahle  ([unlilies. 

Their  example  and  tcaeliiiig  \V(  re  the 
moulds  into  which,  yeai-  hy  year,  the  mohcii 
metal  of  the  Xavv's  ollieer-personnel  was 
poured,  flu  nee  to  he  scattered  about  the  se\  en 
S(  as.  tempered  by  ^vinds  and  stiess.  mid.  in 
God's  good  time,   tested   to  the  uttermost. 

Ashore,  on  the  |  iving  lit  Ids  vtr  across  llic 
red  ploiighland  at  the  tails  oj"  Ihe  bca'dcs, 
liny  laboured  in  cleis*  intiniale  IV  lle)wship 
with  I  he"S(>  ate>niS  e)|"cl;;y  |  hfUst  \)\  pli)\  iehiie-e 
bcnialh  tlnii-  IJnunbs.  Ibil  <»n  betard  it 
seemed  thry  i'adcd  iVenu  k« n.  Ix  ing  rai'eiv 
seen  save  at  classe's  anel  nniste  rs.  e>r  w  he  n  in 
pail's  I  lie  Tirm  j)'i'ee)laled  throuidi  the-wai'd- 
re>e)ni  (or  dessert,  piasldid  ;is  to  the"  hair, 
patent  leather  shoe).  |e)  sip  and  cough  o\  e  r  a 
glass  of  aiiibretsial  |Hirt  at  eiliier  elbow  of 
the'ir  Lieutenant. 

Seeing   and    unsi  i  n.   kne.wing    their  Terms 
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as  only  mm  who  spend  their  lives  among 
r.icu  iiin  kiiow  and  understand  tlie  ePil)ryo, 
they  were  llie  guithiifT  invisible  wisdom  behind 
the  Cadet  Captains,  who  outwardly  ruled  the 
dceks. 

The  Cadet  Captains  were  ehosen  from  the 
tlu-ec  senior  Terms,  set  aj)nrt  from  their 
fellows  by  t)ie  fact  i  hat  Ihey  wore  "stand- 
up*'  collars  and  a  ' iian<,nilar  gold  badge  on 
the  left  cuif. 

Minor  Authority  in  otiior  guises  was  greeted 
nuieh  the  same  as  it  is  in  all  communities  of 
boyhood.  Tiu>  platitudes  ot"  notice  boards  no 
fellow  with  his  heart  in  the  ri^ht  place  could 
be  expeeled  to  rememl)er  over  well.  Tiie 
ackno'.vl edged  sway  of  instructors  an  ".  masters 
w-as  largely  a  matter  of  I^uowiiii;  to  a  nicety 
how  I'ar  an  adventurous  spii  it  ('()nld  go  (in  the 
reahns  oi"  Science  and  i'l'et  hand  Drawinii  it 
was  a  long  way)  before  the  badgered  peda- 
gogue turned  and  bit.  Teifus  paid  strict 
allegiance  to  (heir  own  (  liief  i'elty  Otliccrs. 
Hut.  as  has  already  lucn  shown,  this  was  an 
ni'fair  of  tli<'  heart  and  the  sentiments.  lie 
was  thiirs.  and  llwy  were  his:  thus  it  had 
been  from  I  he  bcnuninLr. 

There  was.  howexei-.  «ine\(Mee  that  lai'ely 
repeated  an  order,  one  c<.iiit  fioin  which 
appeal,  if  possil)le.  was  undnamed  of  that 
t>f  the  Ca(h'[  Captain,     'i'leii-  lule  was  \vitli- 


mmm 


mmmmmmmmmmmimiim*' 


USQl^E    .\B    OVO  ^' 


13 


out  vexations  tyrnnny,  l)iit  it  was  an  iron 
rule.  The  stleelion  of  lliese  Cadet  Captains 
was  done  carefull\-,  and  mistakes  were  few. 
The  standard  of  tlie  \vhol(»  was  no  mean  one, 
and  I'or  thiee  montJis  the  Li(  utenant  of  the 
First  Term  had  been  studyinfj  th.e  raw  material, 
workin^cT  with  it.  ])layin<)'  with  it.  talkinjr  to  it 
-or  rathei-  lisleninff  while  it  talk(d  lo  h.im. 
.  .  .  Thus  C  adit  (  aptains  were  ehosen.  and 
the  queer  eaj^er  loyalty  with  A\l;ieh  'he  rest 
paid  them  allegiance  was  tlu  lirst  sliij-in^ 
of  the  (juiekened  Xaval  Sj)irit,  foreshadowing 
that  stratio(>  fellowship  to  hv.  hrollii  rh.ood  of 
discipline;  and  control,  of  austerity  and  a 
half-nioekinjjf   ajTectionate    toh  ranee. 

To  the  Cadet  Captains  perhaps  can  he 
attributed  the  j)assajrc.  almost  untarnished 
thr()u;.Wi  the  years,  of  the  nrihmnifi  traditions. 
Tliey  were  concernt  (h  these  youthful  Justices 
of  the  Pcac(\  with  more  than  the  wiilten  law. 
It  they  enforc(Ml  rii>ht  enough,  hut  with  a 
tolerance  one  miohl  exjiect  of  lift  ecu  sumnx^rs 
administering:  the  foibles  and  iides  of  llfly. 
On  the  other  hand,  did  a  '' ik  w  "'  mibutton 
a  sin^TJo  button  of  liis  monk<  y  jaelvct,  a 
'■  Three  '  deit^n  I o  s\\  in;^  his  1  i  y>..  a  "  Sixer  " 
to  liU'U  \ip  his  trousers  or  tilt  h's  caj)  on  the 
back  of  his  h*  ad  (the  pr(ro^ati\c  of  the 
"Niner'"  or  T'ourlh  'i'erm).  and  Ntniesis 
descended  upon  him  eie  he-  sk  pt    that   ni<;ht. 
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Nemesis,  by  virtue  of  its  iinbkmished 
charneter  and  the  favour  its  triauoulMi"  l.vidoc 
found  in  the  eyes  of  the  ^^ods,  Avas  allowed  to 
turn  in  lialf  an  h()ur  after  the  remaind  ".  It 
occupied  itself  durinf?  this  time  in  f^u/z/Mng 
cocoa  and  biscuits  smeared  with  strawl)erry 
jam,  provided  for  its  delectation  by  the 
authorities -thouo-h  tlic^  cost  was  said  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  parents  of  the  conmion  herd 
relegated  to  hammocks  and  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  orgy  out  of  one  drowsy  though 
envious  eye. 

IJiseuits  (inished.  \emesis  would  draw  from 
his  pocket  a  knotted  "' togie "'  of  luni]i, 
and.  Having  remo\-ed  traces  of  jam  from  his 
features,  proceed  to  adiniuister  sunnnary 
justice  in  the  gloom  where  the  hammocks 
swung. 

It  was  o['  course  grossly  illegal  and  stig- 
matised by  the  authorilies  as  ''a  jx  rnieious 
system  of  pri\at(>  and  miaul hoiised  punish- 
menls."  JJut  the  alUrnaliNc  was  open  to 
any  whocared  to  appeal  toCa'sar.  Appealing 
to  (';esar  uieaiit  spending  sul)S(  (punt  golden 
afl(rno()ns  on  the  paradi  ground,  swinging 
a  li(a\y  bar  bell  to  tli<'  time  of  "  Sweet 
Hreamland  I'ae- s  "'  hiarcd  out  on  a  cornet 
by  a  l)or((l  bandsman. 

So  sunnnaiy  jusl  ice  ruled,  audit  ruk  d  in 
this  wise  : 
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"Shove  your  knuckles  outside  that  bkinkct 
—you  needn't  pretend  to  l;e  asleep " 

Chorus  of  snores  deafeninry  in  their  realism 
and  seli'-eonseious  rectitude  from  the  wrong- 
doer's neighbours. 

"You  were  slack  attending  hehy-muster  ^ 

for  the  Ihird  time  runninir ■' 

I  swear— — " 

You'd  better  not.     You'll  get  six  more 
for  swearing " 

"  Ow  !  ■' 

"  Don't  Uiakc  such  a  rux.  .  .  .*' 

'M)w!  " 

"  [f  vou  \-ell  vou'll  g(  t  double.'' 

"Ow!"" 

"Thai's  foi-  bciug  slack.  Now  the  other 
hand.  .  .  .  'J'iial's  for  "iKixing'"  (mod- 
ernised =-  swanking)  ''  with  your  thumbs  in 
vour  beckets " 

"  Ow  !  ■' 

"-S7^///  up!  Stick  your  knuekks  out 
propc  riy." 

"  I  swear  I  didn't  ow  !  .  .  .  Cood  ni<>jit.'' 
•  •  •  . 

Memori(s.  ah.  niemoiies  !  Ilnphazaid  but 
happy   as  only    (he  fai' oil'   things  can   sicm, 

'  "  J5illy-inu~tcr,'  as  its  iiaiue  pacifuliy  inijiliiv-.,  uns  u 
par!V(l(>  of  lightly  dud  suspects  in  procession  past  tin-  sn  k 
bay  while  the  lynx-pj-('d  surgeon  scnmiod  each  brisket  for 
tmcps  of  JTHMpiont  fhi<-k('n-pijx  ru-!u 


46 


"USQUE    AB    OVO 


^5 


lialf  revealed  tlirc  u^h  the  misLs  uf  years. 
(iriin  old  cradle  of  tlie  Eternal  Xavy.  there 
lies  on  my  desk  a  blotting-pad  hewed  from 
your  salt  timbers;  it  may  be  that  some  whimsi- 
cal ghost  strayed  out  of  it  to  provoke  these 
random  recolleetions.  Does  it,  I  v.onder. 
ever  unite  with  other  ghosts  from  chiselled 
garden-scat  or  carved  candle-stick,  and  there 
on  thi'  moonlji  waters  of  the  Dart  refashion, 
ril)  l)y  rib,  k(  ri  and  strake  and  stempost,  a 
Shadow  Shiji  ? 

And  what  of  the  Uongshoremc  ii  Uillies  that 
plied  for  hire  between  the  sliore  and  the  after- 
gangway  Johnnie  larr  (whom  the  (iood 
Lawd  durstn't  love),  II annaford  of  the 
wooden  leg,  and  all  the  rest  of  tiiat  slull- 
baeked  fraternity  ?  (ione  to  I  lie  iiavcn  of  all 
good  ships  and  sailormcn  :  and  onlv  the 
night  wind,  abroad  beneath  t  he  stars.  A\ hi:  rs 
to  the  (|uitt  hills  the  tp.h  s  of  sharksaiul  ])iiates 
and  the  C'hiny  seas  that  once  Avere  yours  and 
ours. 

Hut  what  fauiiliiu'  faces  throng  once  more 
the  old  decks  and  cluster  round  ll;c  eniptv 
ports!  Is  it  onI\  to  I'ond  memory  that  you 
seemed  the  ciiceriest  and  noblest,  or  did  some 
beam  of  the  gloiy  to  be  yours  stray  out  of 
the  llereafttr  and  paint  yom-  bo\ish  faces 
thus.    ()  besl-r(  niembered   from    those  fiir-off 
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You  crov.d  too  quickly  now.    you   ^vllOse 
lair  names  are  lenion,  so  that  the  s])hndour  of 
your    sacrifices   ))hn'    and  intermingle.      The 
North  Sea  knows  you  and  the  hidden  Belgian 
minefields;      the    Aurora    ]?orea]is    Avas    the 
candle  that  lit  some  to  l)ed,  and  ihe  surf  on  the 
beaches  of  (iailijxdi  murmurs  to  others  a  never- 
ending  lullaby.     Obtend  and  Zeebrugge  will 
not  forget  you.  and  the  countless  tales  of  your 
passing  shall  be  the  sword  hilt  on  wliieh  our 
children's  children  shall  cut  their  t-  •  th. 

Trom  out  of  that  Shadow  Shij)  lying  at  her 
moorings  oil  the  old  :\;ill  Creek  comes  the  faint 
echoes  of  your  boyish  voices  floating  out  across 
the  placid  tide.  Could  v.e  but  listen  hard 
enough  wennght  catch  some  message  of  good 
hope  and  encouragement  fromjou  who  have 
had  your  Day  : 

"  \Vc  are  the  Dead.  .   .   . 


7V)   t/oH  fmni  I'lilithj  hands  ur  ih.ron' 
T/n   torc/i  ;    br  }/i,Hrs  to  hold  it  hifjh  : 
II  yc  brink  faith  with  us  who  die, 
We  efuitl  nut  sleep.  ..." 

There  shall  be  no  faith  broken.     Ciod  rest 
you,  merry  Gentlemen. 


■■'/ 
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CHAPTER    11 
IX    THE    TWILIGHT 

I.      lIl'.AVY    .AIeTAL 

It  Avas  si  ill  (lark  when  Ihc  battle  cruisers 
slijjped  i'roiii  I  heir  moorings  and  began  to 
feel  I  heir  way  lowavds  the  nnseen  eni  ranee 
of  I  he  harbonr.  From  llie  bridge  of  tacli 
mass  of  towering  indeterminate  shadows  the 
stern  light  of  i  he  next  ahead  could  be  dis- 
cerned dimly  ihrough  binoenlars,  and  on 
those  pii;-points  of  light  I  hey  steered.  What 
the  ]);!tlle  cruiser  ilagship  steered  by,  in  the 
narrow  eonlines  of  the  crowded  harl)our  and 
the  inky  darkness,  only  the  little  knot  of 
Jiu'iivi's  '_>!>   her  !  oivbvid  cc  !,  :i!  '.v  ■    \\\'.'  •!;!»!!!!•■•! 
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and  flag  captain,  the  naviiyator  and  oflieer- 
of-the-watch,  nuifilcd  in  dufllc  coats  and 
nioviii<r  mysteriously  alxnit  ihc  o'(jw-uorni 
arc  of  liglit  from  the  binmiele  aiul  cliart- 
table. 

One  by  one  the  h)no-  l)hick  siiapes  slid 
through  the  outer  defences,  ebon  shadows 
in  a  world  of  sliades.  The  voices  of  tlie 
leadsmen  in  Ihe  eliains  l)k'nded  (heir  monrn- 
ful  intcrmitlcnt  chant  with  the  vusli  of  water 
past  +]ie  ship's  side;  to  all  Init  tiie  ears  of  the 
watchful  figures  on  tlic  bridges  the  sound 
was  swallowed  by  the  dirge  of  the  funnel 
stays  and  iialHards  in  the  cold  Vvind  Jirralding 
the  dawn. 

The  red  ;uul  green  lights  on  ihe  gate- 
marking  vessels  winked  and  boljbed  in  the 
swell  caused  by  tlie  passage  of  tiie  grim 
liosf.  It  ])as.sMl  viih  incretUble  swiftness; 
and  before  the  trou])h(l  waters  began  to 
quiet,  llie  escorting  destroyer,,  came  pelting 
up  astern,  herahkil  by  the  rusli  and  rattle 
of  spray-tln-ashed  steel,  funnels  glowing,  and 
the  roar  of  their  fans  pouring  out  from 
the  e.igine-room  exhausts.  Night  and  the 
mystery  of  the  darkness  enfolded  them. 
The  gates  closed  upon  their  eliurning  wa.kcs 
and  Ihe  luFuult  of  Ihcir  ])assing."  Dawn 
glimmerefl  pale  bdiind  the  hills  and  broad 
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empty,  save  for  smnll  crai'l.  Beyond  the 
licacllaiids,  biyoixl  the  niist-cushroudcd 
horizon,  I  he  battle  eruisers  were  abroad, 
unleashed. 

Once  clear  of  tlicir  proieeiing  niiiicf'u  ids, 
the  battle  cruisers  moved  south  at  liip;h 
speed,  with  tiieir  smoke  trailing  astern  in 
broad  zig-z;igs  across  a  grey  sky.  At  inler- 
vals  they  altered  course  simultaneously  and 
then  swung  back  to  tlicir  original  path,  ihng- 
ing  the  grey  seas  asunder  from  each  gaunt, 
axe-headed  bow  as  they  turned. 

Tliey  scarcely  resembled  ships,  in  their 
remorseless,  p..i'poscful  rush  unil(  r  the 
lowering  sky.  The  screening  T.B.U.'s 
spread  fan-wise  on  their  flanks  were  dwarfed 
to  insignificance  beside  these  siupendous' 
destroyers  v>iih  the  smoke  pouring  from 
their  hug(>  funnels,  and  nothing  to  break 
their  stark  nakedness  of  outline  but  tlie 
hooded  guns.  ]Men  lived  on  board  tium,  it 
is  true  :  under  each  White  Ensign  atliousiind 
souls  laboured  out  each  ojie  its  insignilicant 
destiny.  They  were  entities  invisible  like 
mites  in  a,  cheese;  bui  the  shins  that  bore 
ih'in  were  instruments,  visible  enough,  of 
the  triumphant  destiisy  of  an  euipire. 

As  far  as  the  eye  C(mld  reach,  the  battle 
cruisers  were  alone  on  that  grey  waste  of 
>\iHii-     ijui    s\>iii    .1-)    \\ iis    ijicn'    piissage, 
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soiiu'Hiing  swifter  overlook  tlicin  out  of  the 
north  ;is  the  morning  wore  on.  It  v.us  the 
voice  of  the  battle  fleet  moving  south  in 
support.  "  Speed  so-and-so,  on  sueh-and- 
sueh  a  course,"  flickered  the  curt  cipher 
messages  tlirough  sixty  miles  of  space.  And 
south  they  came  in  battle  array,  battleships, 
light  cruisers,  and  destroyers,  ringed  by  the 
misty  horizon  of  the  North  Sea,  Avith  the 
calling  gulls  following  the  white  furrows  of 
tlieir  keels  like  crows  after  the  plough. 

A  division  of  light  cruisers,  driving  through 
the  crested  seas  at  the  speed  of  a  galloping 
horse,  linked  the  battle  fleet  with  the  battle 
cruisers.  Seen  from  either  force  they  were 
but  wraiths  of  smoke  on  the  horizon  :  but 
ever  and  anon  a  d;iylight  searchlight  winked 
out  of  the  mist,  spanning  the  leagues  witii 
soundless  talk. 

It  was  still  early  afternoon  when  a  trail  of 
b;ibbles  flickered  ahead  of  the  flagship  of 
the  battle  fleet's  lee  line.  It  crossed  at  right 
a!if:fles  to  their  course,  and  a  thousand  vards 
abeam  of  tlie  third  ship  in  the  line  something 
silvery  broke  the  surface  in  a  cloud  of  spray. 
It  was  a  torpedo  lh.it  had  run  its  course  and 
had  missed  the  nuirk.  Sinudtaneously,  one 
of  the  escorting  destroyers,  a  mile  abeam, 
turned  like  a  mongoose  on  a  snake,  and 
Ciicicd    qiicsting    lOi    a    coiiplc    of    nuuule^. 
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TlitMi  suddenly  a  coliinm  (1"  walcr  leaped  into 
the  air  astern  of  the  destrt>yvr,  and  ihe  sound 
of  the  explosion  was  t  ngu  led  by  the  great 
loneliness  of  sea  a.i(.l  sky.  Slie  i\inained 
circling  Avhilc  the  battle  Heel  swept  on  with 
swift,  liewildering  alterations  of  course,  and 
lat'^r  another  far-off  explosion  overtook  them. 

'"Strong  smell  of  oil:  -^'V  bubbles.  No 
wreckage  visible.  C'oi'.sider  eneiuy  sub- 
marine sunk.  No  survivors,"  ])link(d  the 
laeuiiic  sf;ucblighi ,  juiil  tht-  av*.  jig\r,  b<l(  1.  iig 
snu)ke  from  four  raking  funnels,  came  riieing 
up  to  her  ;i])pointed  sliition. 

As  the  afli-riioon  wore  on.  ;i  neuir;d  j)as- 
scngur  ship  crossrcl  I  he  path  (4"  Ihe  Iket. 
She  was  steei'ing  a  westerly  course,  juul 
aiteretl  to  ])ass  a'<lern  of  the  battle  cruisers. 

Tlic  captain  wij)e(l  iiis  glasses  and  handed 
tju'iu  to  one  e)f  the-  passmgeis,  an  amiable- 
mere'hant  e)f  the  same  natie>nalily  as  himself, 
and  a  self-cejufe'sse'el  admirer  of  all  liiings 
lirilisji. 

''  lla!  "  said  the  c;ipl;un.  ''  \i>u  sec  ? 
The  e'lene'hed  list  etf  IJri:  ^n  !  It  is  Ix  ing 
pushed  uiiele-r  the'  iie)se'  of  (Germany — so!" 
He  laughingly  «'\le  nd(<l  ;i  gi  ;ri(  el  list  in  the' 
e>llier's  I'ae'c,  The'  me  reliant  was  a  IVeepient 
[)asse'ng(r  of  his,  and  the  se»rl  ol'  m;ui  (by 
re'use)!!  e)l  his  at«»i(said  j)roe'li\  il  i<  s)  toapprc- 
ciulc  the  jest.     Till-  m(  re'hnnt  stcppeel  back 


M»  ii«i«iiii>«..««iiiiiiii»mii  I 


IX    TIIK    TWILIGHT 


58 


;i  pace  rather  hurriedly:  then  he  hiughed 
loudly.  "  Exactly  !  "  he  said,  "  very  neat, 
inv  i'riend."  And  borrowing  hir,  friend's 
glasses  he  studied  the  far-olT  tendrils  of 
smoke  in  silcnc'  aA\l.ile. 

A  (piarter  of  an  hour  later,  a  light  eniiser 
altered  eourse  from  the  fleet  in  the  direetion 
ot  the  neutral  steamer.  Then  it  was  that 
the  amiaijlc  mereiiant  was  struek  by  a 
sudden  reeolleeticiii.  It  was  a  matter  of 
consiilerabie  urgeiu'V  and  eoneerned  an  order 
for  a  large  ninnber  of  bolts  of  calico  and  a 
customer's  c-reiiit.  So  pressing  was  the  busi- 
ness thai  he  obtained  the  eaptaiiTs  jier- 
mission  to  send  a  radiv)  telegram  to  his  iirm 
while  the  approaching  cruiser  was  still  sonic 
mihs   away. 

The  message  was  duly  dispalched,  and, 
with  surprising  rapidity,  Ity  methods  with 
which  this  nairatixc  is  not  coneernetl  (of 
whieli,  indeed,  the  narralt>r  is  eidirelv 
ignorant),  reached  \VilhcImsha\'en  by  night- 
fall. Hi  re  four  (iei'man  battle  ei  niseis  were 
raising  sl(  nil  preparatory  to  carrying  out  a 
l)oni!)ar(lnient  at  daw  n  of  a  populous  Knglish 
wat(  rmg-i)laee.  'I'lie  ni(  s^age  tiiat  reaeh'd 
them  \\^\{\,  lio\M\(f  noljnnt'  t(»  do  with 
calico  or  credit,  bn!  it  hade  them  draw  tires 
and  give  llie  iismil  Iea\c  to  <  llie<  is  and  men  ; 
orders  for  !!;'•  buiiibarihin  nl   \m  re  e,i;:ee||ed. 
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Tlic  German  buttle  cruisers  were  r.ot  uu- 
aeenstoined  to  rapid  ehaiiges  of  pro^unuiie 
of  iiiis  sort,  and  tliey  asked  no  questions. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  followiiirr  morninjj,  a 
British  taxpa^  or  sat  down  to  breakfast  in  a 
iionsc  coninian(hns  ^^  ^n""^'  view  of  Die  sea 
from  the  popular  w;;teriiij:f-placc  aher.dy 
nientioned.  It  v,as  a  hrr^re  house,  atul 
incidentally  offered  an  juhnirabk'  targtt  Jrom 
t  he  sea.  Tiie  taxpayer  unfolded  his  morning 
pajjcr,  and  look  a  sip  of  his  tea.  Then  he 
put  the  cup  (i<tNvn  (luickiy,  "  V(Hrv.'  I'or- 
golten  the  suj^Mr,""  he  said. 

''No,  dear,"  repliid  liis  wife,  "1  haven't 
forjj^ulten  it,  but  tliere  isr.'l  any." 

''  Kh."  said  the  taxpayer,  "  wi-y  nol  V  wiiy 
ill-'  dcvil  isn't  there  any  sujjjar  Y    ' 

The  Lixpay*  i's  -vifr  jidvaneid  a  nninlxr 
of  popidai  Iheovi*-.  io  aceonnl  h>r  llie 
phenomt  !!oi>,  wliile  1  he  Lixpaycr  oh){)i,)ily 
stirred  his  imsweetened  tea. 

''Then  all  I  should  likr  ti)  know,"  he 
repii((!,  \\\\r^^  sh''  li;.<l  linjshcd,  "' i^,  u  hat 
tlu'  1)1;'/,. s  is  (Pur  Na\y  doing?" 

"  I  don'i  know,  dear,"  said  the  ta\- 
})ayer"s  \silV. 

II.    A  Sri;iiciN(i  Fouei: 

Daybreak,  dr.i->in^  l);,«k  'lie  dark  shrctid 
of   niuhl   from    the    t'.iie    of   the    North    Sea, 
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disclosed  a  British  niiiiclaying  submarine 
making  her  v.ay  homeward  on  the  surface. 
To  the  two  oilskin-ehid  ilgurcs  on  tlie 
cotn-iiig  tower,  chilled  and  streaming  ^vet 
in  I  he  ciieerless  dawn,  it  also  betrayed 
feathers  of  smoke  above  the  horizon  astern. 


^ 
^ 
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The  submarine  i)r()mplly  divid  to  investigate 
:«l  closer  (jUiirters,  and  was  rcwardctl  by  the 
sjxclaclc  of  a  Chrman  cruisir  scjuadron, 
scr('(  n<'d  I'V  ficst  royers.  steering  a  north- 
w>  -iterly  course  at  hi.uh  speed. 

The  sidjmarine  did  not  atltnipl  to  attack 
willi  h<  r  lorp'tlocs.  She  rtlind  instead  to 
vl,  re  th.e  saiid-fog  stirs  in  an  endless  irround- 
swell,  and  the  North  Sea  cod  hover  about  the 
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wrecks  of  neutral  merchaiUnicn.  In  these 
unlit  depths  she  lay  for  an  hour,  listening  to 
the  chunk  of  many  propellers  pass  overhead 
aiul  die  away.  She  knew  nothing  of  the 
mysterious  chain  of  events  which  sent  those 
cruisers  venturing  beyond  tlie  protection 
of  the  far-reaching  German  niineliehls.  She 
was  as  ignorant  of  popular  ehimour  in 
Germany  for  spectacular  ir'al  activity  as 
slie  was  of  the  presence  of  a  hirge  convoy 
of  laden  frtigiiters  a  hnndred  Uiihs  away  to 
tiie  iioi ihu-.ird,  vi.eortcd  ])V  dctrovers  r.i.d 
making  for  a  British  port.  These  n.iatters 
AN  ere  not  her  "  ])idgin/'  On  tiie  other  hand, 
having  once  .sighted  the  Ciirnuui  cruisers, 
she  became  very  much  concerned  with 
getting  the  iid'ornuition  Ihrougli  to  qu;;rters 
where  it  would  be  a])prcciate(h  Accordingly, 
when  the  hist  of  tlie  water-borne  sounds 
ceased,  the  s\d)marine  rose  to  tlie  surface, 
projected  a  tiny  wireless  mast  above  the 
wave-lops,  and  sent  out  the  C;ill  rippling 
through  spa( '•. 

It  was  addressed  to  a  certain  light  ciuistr 
squadron,  lying  at  its  buoys  with  the  needles 
of  the  pressure  gauges  flickering  and  t  Ik  shells 
fnse<|  in  t!ie  raeUs  beside  each  gun,  waiting 
day  and  night  in  nineh  the  tense  pri  pared- 
ncss  with  wliicli  ihe  liie  biignde  waits. 

Within   two  hours  the  lu;ht    < misers  were 
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out,  ribands  of  foam  and  smoke  unreel- 
ing astern  of  iiieni,  witli  their  attendant 
destroyers  bneketing  and  plunging  on  either 
side  of  them,  flinging  tlie  spray  a])road  in 
tlie  greeting  of  a  steep  easterly  swell.  The 
la>t  destroyer  swung  into  station  ere  the  line 
of  miiieswecjK'rs,  crawling  paJienlly  to  anil 
fro  about  the  iiarbour  ap])roaelies,  were 
blotted  from  view  in  tiicir  smoke  astern. 
Presently  the  iiarbonr  itself  faded  out  of 
sight  ;  in  hxlging.  eottage,  and  villa  the 
W(i>iu-r)  gl;in('<fi  ;>!  the  clocks  as  the  ships 
A\ent  out,  and  tlun  turned  lo  their  nu, ru- 
ing tasks  and  the  counting  of  the  slow 
hours.  .  .  , 

Kast  into  llic  sunliLfht  \\j'.\[  the  shm  ji'rev 
eruisirs,  and  tiien  north,  threading  their 
swift  way  tin'ongh  the  h;df-known  mena.ee 
of  the  minelichls,  altering  course  from  time 
to  time  ttt  give  a  wide  berth  to  the  liorned 
Death  that  lloatvd  aw;.sh  among  the  waves. 
At  intervals  t  hi-  yard-arm  of  the  lea(hng 
ligiit  crniser  woiihl  be  ileckt d  with  eoh)ur 
as  a  signal  beUied  oni  against  the  wind,  and 
each  time  speed  was  inercastih  Fast«.'r  and 
faster  I  hey  rushed  throngh  the  ycllowisji 
seas,  fans  and  turl)ines  humming  their  song 
of  spt  I  (1,  and  the  wind  in  the  shrouds 
ehnnnig  m  on  a  iiigher  note  as  if  from  an 
a'ohan  harp. 
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Tlie  spray  rattled  like  hail  against  tlie 
sloping  gun-shields  and  splinter-mats, 
behind  which  men  stood  huddled  in  little 
clusters  or  leaned  peering  ahead  tlirough 
glasses  ;  cinders  from  the  smoke  of  the  next 
ahead  collected  in  little  whorls  and  eddies 
or  cruuehed  underfoot  about  the  decks  ;  the 
guns'  crews  jested  among  themselves  in  low 
voices,  while  the  sight-setters  adjusted  their 
head-pieces  and  the  layer  of  each  sHm  gun 
fussed  lovingly  about  the  glittering  breieh 
mechanism  with  a  handful  of  waste.  .  .  . 

Then  suddenly,  above  the  thunder  of  the 
waves  and  singing  of  tlie  wind,  a  elenr  liail 
floated  aft  from  a  look-out.  Bare  feet 
thudded  on  the  planking  of  the  signal  britige, 
bunting  whirled  amid  tlie  funnel  smoke,  and 
the  hum  of  men's  voices  aiong  the  stripped 
decks  deepened  into  a  growl. 

"  Smoke  on  the  port  bow  !  " 

A  daylight  searchlight  chattered  sus- 
piciously— paused — Hashed  a  blinding  ques- 
tion, and  was  silent. 

Orders  tlroned  down  the  voiee-])i})es. 
SomewluTe  a  man  laughed—  a  sudden  savage 
laugh  of  exultation,  tliat  broke  a  tension 
none  were  aware  <>f  till  that  moment.  Tlit  n 
a  iire-gong  jarrtd  ;  the  muzzle  of  the  fore- 
most gun  suddenly  \omited  a  sj)urt  of  llame, 
and  as  the  wintl  v.hijiped  the  ydlow  smoke 
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iiito    Matters,    the    remaining    light    cruisers 
opened  fire. 

Bang !    .    .    . . bang !    .    .    .    bang !    .    .    . 
bur.g  I    .  .  .  bang  ! 

On  the  misty  horizon  tlierc  were  ans^vcring 
flashes,  and  a  moment  later  eame  a  succession 
of  sounds  as  of  a  child  beating  a  tray.  Tlie 
light  cruisers  \vhceled  to  tiie  eastward  amid 
scattered  columns  of  foam  from  falling  shells, 
and  as  they  turned  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from 
his  base  the  destroyers  went  past,  their  bows 
buried  in  spray,  smoke  swallowing  the  frayed 
white  ensigns  fluttering  aft.  In  a  minute 
they  had  vanishctl  in  smoke,  out  of  which 
guns  spat  viciously,  Iciiving  a  tangle  of  little 
creaming  wakes  lo  mark  tlie  p;dh  of  their 
headlong  onshvughl . 

Neck  and  neck  raced  the  retreating  raiders 
and  the  avenging  Nemesis  from  the  cast 
coast  of  Britain.  Ahead  lay  the  German 
mini'liclds  and  Gernian  subnuirincs  and  the 
tardy  support  of  the  German  High  Seas 
Fl'  t  I.  Somewhere  far  ast<  rn  a  huddle  of 
lurvous  mcrchiuitmen  were  l)<.ing  hustled 
westward  by  their  escort,  and  midway  be- 
tween the  two  the  hostile  destroyer  lloullas 
fought  in  a  drsjxrafi^  death-grapple  under 
tJ!''  misty  blue  sky. 

\VliMi  ;it   length  ll"'  British  light   eruisers 
hauled  off  and  eeast  d  lire  o!i  the  fringe  of  the 
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(iernian  niincficlcls,  the  ciiciiiv  Avcre  Imll 
down  over  tlic  horizoi  ,  leaving  hvo  destroyers 
sinking  ann'd  a  s\virl  of  oil  and  Avreekage, 
and  a  eruiser  t)n  her  heani  ends  ablaze  I'roni 
bow  to  stern.  Tlic  sea  Avas  dotted  with 
speeks  (tf  fork)rn  humanity  elinging  to  spars 
and  r.ii'fs.  Boats  from  the  Bril  isji  destroyers 
pHed  to  and  fro  among  iluni,  ]}ent  on  the 
quixolie  okl-fashioned  task  of  succouring  a 
beaten  foe.  Tliose  not  aelivcly  engaged  in 
tliis  work  of  mercy  circled  round  ;u  high 
speed  to  iViul  off  subn.arinc  allaek;  th.c 
ligiit  cruisers  stayed  by  to  discourage  the 
advances  of  a  pair  of  Ze])j)(lins  which 
arrived  from  liie  eastward  in  time  to  droj) 
b()nd)s  on  the  would-be  r(sei;<rs  of  their 
gasping  countrymen. 

The  bowman  of  a  destro}er"s  wjialer  dis- 
engaged his  l)oalho(ik  frcm  ilie  garments  of 
a  watcrdogged  Teuion.  grasped  liis  late 
enemy  l)y  t  he  collar  and  liauhd  liim  splutter- 
ing into  the  boa!  with  a  single  })owerful 
iieave  of  liis  right  arm. 

All  about  tiiein  cutters  aiul  wh.ah  rs  ri'-ing 
and  hdling  on  the  swell  were  (piiekly  1)  ing 
hulen  to  the  gunwales  with  scalded,  bleeding, 
half-drowned  ])risone  rs.  A  midshipman  in 
thest(  rn  e>f  a  cutter  was  waving  a  be-elraggled 
(iernian  ensign  and  half-learfully  enlrriiting 
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attend  to  orders.  The  barking  of  the  liglit 
eruiscrs'  high-angle  guns  was  punetuated 
by  the  wliinny  of  falHng  lionibs  and  pieces 
of  shrapnel  that  \vliippfd  Ihc  surface  of  the 
sea  iido  spurts  of  foam.  In  the  background 
tlic  sinking  cruiser  bhized  sullenly,  the  shells 
in  her  magazine  exploding  like  gig;uilic 
Ciiinese  crackers. 

In  the  bows  of  t lie  wiialer  referred  to  above 
ihe  able  seaman  with  the  boatliouk  sat 
regarding  the  caplivc  of  his  bow  and  spear 
(or  rather,  boathook).  ""Ere,  Tirpitz  !  " 
lie  said,  and  removing  his  cap  he  produced  the 
slump  of  a  i)artly  smoked  cigarette.  The 
captivo  took  it  with  a  watery  smile  and 
pawed  liis  rescuer's  trousers. 

"  Kumarad  !  "    he  said. 

"  Xoi     'avf!"     said    his    captor    apprcci- 

a.iivcly.     "Xoi  'arf  you  ain't,  you 

son  of  a !  "' 

Til'-'  second  bow,  labouring  at  his  oar, 
looked  back  over  his  siioulder. 

"  'INh  !  "  he  said  reimn'iiigly.  "  'E  can't 
understand.      Wol's   llie  use  o'  waslin'  that 


on     ini  : 
the  UMiiiwale. 


II'.'    spat    coniemptuously    over 


T!u'  following  thoughtful  de*-eription  of 
Ihe  .'letion  a])})eared  in  the  (iernian  ^\ireless 
communiqut'  next  morning: 
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"  Our  light  forces  in  an  enterprise  oj  the 
English  coast  put  to  flight  a  vastly  superior 
strength  of  armed  merchant  cruisers  escoiied 
by  destroyers.  English  fleet  on  coming  to  the 
rescue  ivas  compelled  to  zfithdraic,  arid  our 
forces  returned  to  harbour  zvithout  further 
molestation." 

Every  man  to  his  own  trade. 

III.    The  Left  Flank 

Tiic  north-cast  wind  carried  tlie  steady 
grumble  of  gunfire  across  the  sand-dunes 
and  far  out  to  sea. 

The  foremost  gim's  crew  of  a  British  de- 
stroyer stood  huddled  in  the  lee  of  the  gun- 
shield  with  their  duffle  hoods  pul'ed  down 
over  their  foreheads.  The  sea  was  calm, 
and  the  stars  overhead  shone  with  frosly 
brilliance.  A  figure  groped  its  way  forward 
witii  a  bowl  of  eoeon,  and  joined  tlic  group 
round  the  breech  of  the  gun.  They  drank 
in  turn,  grunting  as  the  v.-armlli  penetrated 
into  their  interiors. 

The  distant  gunfire  swelled  momentarily. 
Above  the  horizon  fjir  ahead  intermittent 
gleams  marked  the  activity  of  scarclilight 
and  star-shell. 

"  Them's  our  guns,"  said  one  of  Ihc  cocoa- 
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of  his  coat,  and  stared  ahead.  It  never 
seemed  to  occur  to  any  of  tliem  that  tliey 
niirrht  equaily  avcU  be  German  guns. 

"  Tlial's  right,"  contirmcd  the  sight-setter. 
"  There's  guns  going  like  that  for  'undreds 
an'  'undreds  of  nsihs.     Rio-]it  a^vay  up  from 
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the  sen.  ^le  brolhers  tliere — someuhere. 
.  .  .  ."  For  a  moment  they  ruminated 
over  a  mental  i-iciure  of  the  sight-setter's 
broilu  r,  a  mud-phislere''  stoical  atom,  some- 
wiu-re  along  those  hur  ..eds  of  nules  of  Avirc 
and  bayonets  that  iiedged  civilisation  and 
posteritv  from  the  Unnamable.      "Swilzer- 
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hiiul  to  the  sea,"  said  the  speaker.  lie 
jerked  the  breeeh-lever  absent-niiiidcdly  to- 
wards him,  and  elosed  it  again  \\'\[\\  a  Hiilc 
elick. 

"  An'  then  wc  takes  on,"'  said  a  loachng 
number.  "  Us  an'  these  'ere."'  He  tapped 
tlic  smooth  side  of  a  Ivddite  shell  lvir<'  in 
the  raek  beside  hin;. 

"  An'  this  'ert',''  sa.id  tlie  man  who  had 
orongiit  the  cocoa.  He  iiirnst  forward  the 
cumbersome  hilt  of  a  cutlass  at  his  hip,  Tlie 
starli^-hl  gleamed  chilly  on  the  steel  guard. 

"  You  won't  use  that  to-night,  my  son,'" 
said  the  gurlayer.  "  We  ain't  goin'  to  'ave 
no  Broke  an'  Szvift  song  an'  dance  to-night." 
He  stared  out  ini  o  i  he  clear  darkness,  "  We 
couldn't  never  git  near  eiiough."  Never- 
theless, lie  ])ut  ont  his  hand  in  the  gloom 
auu  icassua-ccl  himself  of  the  safety  of  a  for- 
midable bar  of  iron  v.  ell  Avithin  reach.  Once 
in  the  annals  of  this  war  h:id  a  Britivii  de- 
stroyer come  to  grips  rd  close  quarters  with 
the  enemy  ;  thereafter  her  crew  walked  the 
earth  as  men  apart,  and  the  (hirlings  of  the 
high  gods. 

The  night  grew  snddeidy  darker.  It  was 
the  mysterious  hour  tliat  precedes  the  dawn, 
when  warring  men  and  sleeping  animals 
stir  and  bethink  tlieni  of  the  inovrow.  The 
dc^'—  •' 
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wide  circle  of  her  v.-akc  sliimmcring  against 
the  (hirkiicss  of  Hie  v/atcr.  As  they  turned, 
other  dark  shapes  were  visible  abeam,  moving 
at  measured  distance  from  each  other  without 
a  liiiht  showing  or  a  sound  but  the  faint  swish 
of  the  water  past  their  sides.  The  flotilla 
had  reached  the  limit  of  its  \  jat,  and  swung 
iound  to  resume  the  unending  patrol. 

Once  from  the  starry  sky  came  the  drone 
of  a  seaplane  moving  up  from  its  base  that 
lav  to  the  southward.  Another  followed, 
another  ajul  anotlier,  skirling  the  coast  and 
fivinif  well  out  to  sea  to  avoid  the  search- 
lights  and  auli-aireraft  guns  of  the  shore 
batteries.  Tiiey  passed  invisible,  and  the 
drone  of  tlieir  engines  died  away. 

"  Our  spoltin'  machines,"  said  the  sight- 
setter.  "  Tii<  y'ro  going  up  to  spot  for  the 
•  monitors  at  dayliglit."  He  jerked  his  head 
astern  to  the  north,  and  yawned.  "  I 
re-^'kon  I'd  sooner  'ave  this  job  than  screcnin' 
inoiiitors  wot's  bond)ardin'  Oslend.  I  don't 
fancy  them  15-ii'cli  German  shell  (h-oppin' 
round  out  o'  nuifiids,  an'  no  chance  of  'ittin' 
back." 

"  Tiiey    knocks  seven-bells    outer  Ostcnd, 

•  !iom    monitors,"  said  anothci.     "  We  ain't 

kiiockin'  'ell  out  o'  nobody,  steamin'  up  un' 

H  down  like  one  of  them  women  slops  in  the 

'Orscferry    Road.'       Tiie     speaker    bihked 
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towards    tiie    east    where    the   stars    were 
palinj:^, 

"  We're  ail  doiii'  our  l)ii,"  said  I  lie  gun- 
hiyer,  "  an'  one  o'  these  nigiits  .  .  ."  He 
shook  his  head  darkly.  The  dus.n  erept 
into  the  sky:  tiie  faces  beneath  the  duffle 
hoods  p^w'W  (hs((rnii)le  lo  each  other,  un- 
shaven, pink-lidded,  pinched  with  cold. 
Oljjects,  shining  with  frozen  dew,  took  form 
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bridge  above  thcni,  and  the  mast  b'^iind, 
stood  out  against  the  sky;  the  heai  aiul 
shoulde  s  of  Ihe  captain,  with  liis  glasses  to 
his  eyes,  ;ipj)(ared  above  the  biidge  screen, 
where  he  had  been  ail  niglil,  watchful  and 
invisible.  Tlie  smoke  trailing  asUrn  blotted 
out  the  rest  of  the  IU>tilla  following  in  each 
olh(M''s  wal.e.  Aft  along  li.e  deck,  guns' 
aiid  lorjc do-lubes'  crews  bi^in  to  ino\e 
aii<l  slaiiip  llieir  feel   for  Nva.nilii. 

Away  i  t>  stail)oard  a  circular  obj ,  et  nearly 
awash  loomed  \i|)  and  dr(»pp(«l  astern. 
AnoUicr  aj)p»  ai(  <l  a  lew  minul<s  Iat<r,  ai\d 
\.iis  ■:uc"<<(itd  Iv  a  third.  i\bh  after  inih' 
fh(^;''  daik  'i;;],ts  slid  past,  stiilci.ing  away 
lo  till  h<»!...Mi.  I'iii  y  \M  re  till  buoys  of  the 
(  iiaiiiM  I  b.M.'.ige,  suppoiling  tin  mn;<(l  nets 
^\  hicli  are  b.il  a  eont  mu.it  ion  of  four  hutain  d 
niih  s  of  b.ii  1h  d   \.  ii  f. 

The    (I  i\    (hiwiied     viImtv    picv     and     (lis- 
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dosed  a  diffused  aclivity  ujjon  tlio  laco  of 
the  waters.  Two  great  hospital  siiips, 
screened  by  destroyers  as  a  sinister  reminder 
lo  the  beholder  of  Germany's  forfeited  honour, 
slid  away  swiftly  towaids  the  French  coast. 
A  ragged  line  of  coastwise  trallie,  barges 
under  ;;ail,  lighters  in  tow  of  tngs,  and  deep- 
laden  freigiiJers  hugging  the  sw<  jjt  channel 
along  the  coast,  appeared  as  il  by  magic 
out    c:f    ''!!•"    »>....!    .  (•    ..;,.!)  ".      t\...       .  i  „ 

direeiion  of  tl  ehalk-eliiis  came  a  (hvision 
of  drifters  in  line  -ihcad.  They  passed  close 
to  the  d«  slrt.ycrs,  and  I  h<  ligiirc  on  the 
leading  destroyer's  bridge  bawhd  through  a 
megaphoiu'.  Tiiey  were  curt  meohereiieies 
to  a  landsnum  -vague  i(  l'erene<s  to  a  niunbcr 
and  some  compass  bearings.  A  big  man  on 
l)oard  th<'  dnfUr  llagship  waved  his  arm  to 
indicate  he  understood  the  m(  .>snge  ;  which 
was  to  the  (ttict  that  one  of  I  he  barrage 
buoys  aj)j)e;ir<(|  lo  have  dragged  a  lit  lie, 
and  I  he  jul  looked  as  if  it  was  \\(.rtii 
examining. 

The  drift*  IS  spivad  duI  along  the  line  of 
l)Uoys  and  eommdiced  ti..  ii-  tiaily  task  of 
overhauhng  the  sled  jaekslays,  lislmg  Ihc 
circuits  of  I  lir  nuncs,  k  |..  mi  g  damage  caused 
by  lh<'  (  l>b  and  (low  (,t  the  lita'  and  uinler 
gales. 

IImII'  an     hour    |,iU  v    !1k     destrovers    en- 
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C(tU;itcred  iM'.JT  rdic  I's,  transf  rrcd  llio  mantle 
of  rcspo-^ihility  for  the  Ui'l  Dank  with  a 
IhilLr  cT  bunting  and  a  pair  of  li;ii  (l-Hafrs, 
aiul  r''!i!Viu(";  io  tlicir  ancliorajjjc,  Avliero  iliey 
were  grccitd  hy  a  ])( r^  n.ploiy  order  ironi 
the  sii,ni:d  staiion  to  eonii)Ute  uilh  oil  fuel 
and  report  when  ready  for  sea  again.  A 
eoastal  airsliip  iiad  rej)oried  an  enemy  sub- 
marine in  thr  elosi'iy  gnard«  (I  \v;;lers  of  the 
oi,.,..,,,.!     .iMfl    ol.M.o  .Jviir   »Mil<  4;   of  waiehful 

coast  tlie  Innit   was  up. 

''My  l)rolh'r  Alf,"  said  the  sight-seiler 
dis(mst<(ll\\  as  \\v  kicked  ofl'  his  s{al)oots  and 
prepared  for  an  hour's  sle(;r  "  "e  ni:iy  be 
famil'r  wif  tc-ols  wol  1  don't  know  notlun' 
aboul.  Hul  th(r<'s  or.e  tiling  about  "cm — 
when  "e  hiVs  "<  n;  down,  'e  hloody-wdl  lays 
*<'in    (h»W!i.'' 


IV.    TuK  Hint 

The  />'//////?  I"  .*■  fr.ini  h,i  r  nw)orings,  Sv)aring 
seaward,  ami  straightway  ihv  roar  of  In'r 
j>ro|)rlhr  cut  ott  ,  aeh  of  I  he  »'<  (•nj>anls  of  I  he 
car  into  a  separate  worhl  of  his  own  silence. 
The  nerodronu'  \\\\\\  its  ovd' riy  row  of 
hangars  dropju d  aw  ay  from  \in(h  r  t  h(  in  w  it  h 
in<'r<(hl»le  suiflmss,  Titlds  ):cc. mc  palch- 
work,  buildings  ft  II  into  sipiarcs  .^nd  loz.«  nges 
without    itlculity.     Figuris   which  a   minute 
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or  two  ]3cf()re  had  l)een  noisy,  niusoiilar, 
pcrspiririg  tMlow-nieii  Vvorking  on  tlic  ropes, 
were  doLs  without  motion  or  meaning,  and 
faded  to  nothingness. 

A  lloek  of  seagidls  rose  from  tlie  f;.ee  of 
the  eliii,  whirled  bcneatli  Ihem  Uke  auinnm 
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h.vves,     ;m'(1     (h'opjicd 
nslern.      The     ])ar.illel 

lines  of  whiU  I  liat  w  (•5-(  hr'  nkri-s  ehnsing  each 
other  lo  rnin  on  ;i  I'ock-houiid  e(i;isl  merged 
ililo  I  he  It  %"<  I  Ijoor  (»r  111*  Al  Kwil  le,  and  prc- 
."■(nlly  llM-rc  wns  nothing  hnl  sea  and  l)hie 
sky  with  tlic  rushing  v\iii(l  hri\\<(  ii,  ;nid  this 
glitlciing  Irinmjtli  of  d  ;n\*s  handiwork  h»  hi 
snsp(ii(i(.i   like   a    huihh-  mid\\;iy. 

Tii<'  pih)i    liiin«<l   in   his  s»  at    and  grinnid 
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over  his  slioukkr  at  tlie  observer.  The  rrrin 
was  tlie  only  visi})]e  portion  of  his  free  : 
the  rest  was  liiddtMi  by  f]yii)fr-helmet  and 
gogjTh's  and  worsted  niuflh  r^  Th.e  grin  said  : 
"It's  a  fine  morning  and  the  old  bus  is 
running  like  a  witch.  What's  the  odds  on 
sighting  a  Fritz  ?  " 

The  observer  laurrhcd  and  shouted  an 
inaudible  reply  acraiiisl  the  roar  of  the  wind. 
He  p\ill((l  a  slip  of  ehcAviii^r  u-  ,ii  out  of  his 
pocket,  l)it  ofl  a  piece,  and  passed  the  rest 
to  the  pilot.  TJieii  lie  adjusted  tlie  focus 
of  tlie  higli-po\v<r  glasses  and  began  nietlio- 
dieally  (pnirtering  out  the  inmiense  eireuiar 
expanse  of  sea  b(>n<ath    tluni. 

Half  an  hour  had  passed  when  thewirehss 
operator  in  IIk'  rear  Icaiud  forward  and 
tapix'd  hini  on  the  shoulder.  His  listeners 
were  lo  his  <  .irs,  and  he  was  sei-jbbling  H»n;e- 
tlungoia  slate.  '' S.O.S. -  S.().S."-'a  bear- 
ing from  a  distant  headland  "  fourteen 
nul'  -  -S.O.S.-S.O.S.-  come  (pii(kly-l  .-im 
being  sli.lled--.  S.O.S.— Subma-— "  The 
op<  i-.ilor  [..lusifl  \<  ith  his  pencil  al^ve  the 
slalr.  w.iiled  ;!  nM.nuiil,  jind  handed  the 
slate   forward. 

The  mcs,age,  soundless,  :ippe;iling,  Jjiid 
had  reached  tin m  out  of  the  blue  iminctisity 
h.id  cci.sed  al,:PMfiy.  The  pilot  glnn.  cd 
from  the  compass  a»  a  sma.ll  s(p,;,re  of  ch.irt 
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clamped  before  liiii),  aiul  slo\vIy  turned  the 
w  heel.  Tlieii  he  looked  haek  over  iiis  shouhkr 
aiui  <:frinned  a^ain. 

A  quarter  ol"  an  lunir  laler  Ihe  pilot  ex- 
tended a  gaunlktted  hand  and  pointed  to  the 
rim  of  the  horizon.  A  faint  smndLrc  of  smoke 
(hirkened  into  a  trailin<r  cloud,  and  presently 
they  saw  aiiead  of  it  the  forepart  of  a  sliip, 
driving  throu^'h  the  water  at  a  speed  whieli 
clove  a  white,  irregidar  furrow  across  the 
surface  of  the  sea.  She  was  swerving  from 
side  to  Side  like  a  hunted  huck,  and  as  the 
diiigihlc  (hpped  her  nose  and  the  hum  of 
l!i<'  wind  rrdouhh'd  to  a  roar  in  the  ears  of 
Ihe  crew,  lluy  saw  away  to  the  west  a  tiny 
cigar-shaped  object.  At  iidervals  a  spurt 
ol'  llame  shot  from  it.  and  a  lilth  pale  mush- 
room-shaped cloud  a])peartd  above  the 
steamer  as  1  he  shrapnel  burst . 

The  Blimp  swooped  at  *  jghly  miles  an 
liour  upon  that  ciirar-shajiid  ()l)j(ct.  The 
obs'-rver  braced  his  feet  aiul  grasjx d  the 
bo'nb  n  h  ase  N  v(  r,  his  jaws  still  moving 
about  the  |)ieee  of  chewing-gum.  Th<"  sea, 
llecki  d  with  lilti«-  waves,  rushed  up  to  greet 
tiK'm.  They  had  a  glimpse  df  the  sub- 
marine's crew  tu:  iblii>g  pell-mell  fe»r  the- 
ee)nning-tower  hale'liway.  of  tlw  v»  ie  keel  gun 
abanelonid  forward  slill  trained  e>n  the 
llremg  ni' rehai\tman.     The-  m  \t  mslanl  the 
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quarry  had  shot  beneath  them.  A  sh<'^rp 
coneussion  of  the  air  beat  upon  the  fmgile 
ear  and  body  of  the  airship  as  her  nose  \vas 
flung  up  and  round.  The  dirin^ibk^'s  bomb 
liad  burst  right  forward  on  the  pointed  bows, 
and  the  submarine  was  diving  in  a  confused 
cirele  of  broken  water  and  sprny. 

Tlie  Blimp  turned  to  drop  another  bomb 
ahead  of  the  rapidly  vanishing  wake,  and 
then  marked  tlie  spot  witli  a  eideium  flare, 
wliih?  the  wireless  operator  jigghd  a  fiu- 
flung  "  Tally  ho  !  "  on  the  seTulinfT-kcy  of 
his  apparatus. 

The  tramp  disappeared  below  the  hoiizoi), 
and  they  eaught  disjointed  seraps  of  li.r 
breathless  tale  while  they  eireled  in  witie 
spirnls  above  tiie  watery  areiia. 

Three  motor  launches  were  Ijie  first  upon 
the  scene,  each  wilh  a  slim  gun  in  the  bows, 
and  carrying,  like  horiiels,  a  sting  in  their 
tails.  They  were  old  hands  at  the  game, 
and  they  spread  out  on  the  iiunt  with  busi- 
ness-like deliberation  under  the  directions 
of  the  Blimp's  Morse  himp.  The  c.-iplnin 
of  the  insliorc  boat  (he  h:id  Ix  m  n  sloek- 
brokt  r  in  an  «\isl<nce  several  a;ons  gone  by) 
traced  a  tar-stained  linger  across  I  he  chart, 
and  gi  meed  again  at  (he  c()m})ass.  "Nils 
— ncis — nels,"  he  nmmblcd.  "The  swine 
probably  knows  aboul   those    to  liie  norlh- 
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west.  .  .  .  He  daren't  go  blind  much  lonucr. 
Ha  !  " 

"Feather  tlircc  points  on  year  port  bow," 
winked  tiie  Blimp.  Over  went  the  motor 
launch's  helm,  Jind  the  seaward  boat  sud- 
denly darted  ahead  in  a  white  cloud  of  spray. 
Bang!  a  pull  of  smoke  drifted  away  iVom 
Ihc  wet  muzzle  of  lier  gun;  half  a  mile 
ahead  a  ricochet  flung  up  a  column  of  foam 
as  the  shell  went  sobbing  and  whimpering 
into  the  blue  distance. 

"  Periscope  ''"ppcd,"  waved  a  pair  of  hand- 
flags  from  the  boaf  thai  liad  lired.  And  a 
moment  later,  "  Keep  out  of  my  wake  I 
Am  going  to  release  a  charge." 

For  an  hour  thai  rchnllcss  ])lindf\)hl  unt 
went  forward,  punctuated  ])y  exploding 
bombs  and  Jtplli  ciiarges,  aiul  the  crack  of 
tlie  lavuiches'  guns  as  the  jxriscope  of  the 
submarine  rose  for  an  instant's  ghmpse  of  his 
assailants  and  vanished  again.  Twice  liie 
enemy  assayed  a  torpedo  counlrr-alliKk,  and 
each  time  the  1r;"il  ])iisscd  wide.  Tlicn, 
cri|)]>lcd  and  desptralc,  h<'  doul)k(l  on  liis 
tracks,  and  for  a  \vluh'  succcctk'd  in  sliaking 
oh  the  ])ursuit.  Nets,  as  he  knew,  lay  ahead, 
and  nets  \V(  ic  (h'ath  ;  saiViy  hiy  to  the  south- 
ward <M>uhl  lie  |jui  ki  >  j>  su1)iii<rg(d  ;  bul  tlic 
Maler,  spuriing  Ihrougli  tiic  bnckk'd  |>hiting 
and    rivets    started    by    Ilic    l)urslinti   dcptli 


74 


L\    THE    TWILIGHT 


charges,  had  mingled  MJth  tlic  acid  in  the 
batteries  and  generated  poison  gas,  Avhich 
drove  hiin  to  the  surface.  Here  he  turned, 
a  couple  of  miles  astern  of  his  pursuers,  .-aid 
manned  both  guns,  a  hunted  vermin  at  bay. 
As  JHs  foremost  gun  opened  fire,  a  heavy  shell 
burst  a  fc^^•  yards  abeam  of  the  submarine, 
and  the  captain  of  the  nearest  motor  launch 
raised  his  ghisses.  It  was  not  a  shell  lired 
from  a  motor  humch. 

"  Tiie  destroyers,^'   \w  said.     "  Now   wjiy 
couldn't  they  have  kej)t  awav  (ill  we'd  made 
a  Job  of  it  ?  "    On  Uic  liorizon  l!ie  masts  and 
fiumels  of  a  iloiilhi  of  dest  rovers  appeared  in 
Inie  abreast,  apj^roaehing  rd  full  speed,  firing 
as  they  ean.e.     The  next  instant  a  shell  from 
the  subnuirine  burst  on  the  tiny  forecastle 
of  the  launch,  shattering  the  gun,  gun's  crew, 
and  u  lieelhouse.     Tlie  coxswain  dropped  over 
the   wrecked   wheel    and   slowly   slid    to  the 
deck    like   a   marionette   suddenly   deprived 
of  animaf  ion.     Thr  lieutenant  R.N.V.R.  who 
had   once  been  a  stockbroker  stood   upright 
for  an  instant  with  his  hands  to  his  throat 
as  if  trying  to  stem  the  red  torrent  spurting 
Nirough     his     lingers,     an  I     th(>n     pitched 
brokenly   beside  the  coxswain. 

The  captain  of  Ihc  sidnnarine  counted  the 
Hi)projicIn..g  destroyers,  opened  the  seacock 
to  speed  the  flooding  of  his  doomed  craft,  nave 


IN   THE    TWILIGHT 


75 


a  swift  glance  overhead  at  the  Blimp  swoop- 
ing towards  them  for  the  coup-de-grdce,  and 
ordered  Cease  Fire.  Then  he  waved  liis  hands 
in  token  of  surrender. 


I 


V.    Overdue 

The  thin  Hght  of  a  siekle  moon  tipped  tlie 
crest  of  each  swift-running  sea  with  silver. 
The  rest  was  a  purple  bhukiicss,  through 
wliich  the  north  wind  slashed  like  a  knife, 
and  the  sound  of  surf  on  a  distant  sjioid  was 
ciirrieu  moaning.  At  intervals  a  bank  of 
racing  clouds  trailed  across  the  face  of  the 
moon,  and  then  all  was  inky  dark  for  a  while. 

It  was  during  one  of  these  periods  of 
oblitrration  of  all  things  visible  that  a  slender, 
perpendicular  object  rose  above  the  surface 
of  the  scji.  Gradually  the  dim  light  waxed 
again  :  a  wave,  cloven  in  its  path,  passed 
hissing  on  either  side  in  a  trail  of  spray,  and 
the  object  slowly  projected  imtil  it  topped 
the  highest  wave.  Presently  about  its  })ase 
a  convulsive  disturbance  in  the  water  was 
followed  l)y  the  j)])pearance  of  a  conical  slmpe, 
a  solid  blackness  ngainst  the  st naked  glim- 
mering obscurity  of  the  water  breaking  all 
about  its  sides  and  streaming  in  cascades 
from    the    flat    railed-in    top.     A    hat  eh. way 
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For  hair  an  hour  ii 


to  lh(   rail  of 
tlu'ir  swaying 
foothold 
while  the  mil 
force    of    the 
wind    clawed 
and   baUercd 
their     forms. 
Tiiey    maintained 
a    terse  conversa- 
iioii    by    dint    of 
shouting    in    turn 
with  llieir  lips  to 
each  other's    cars, 
wiiile  the  ce.aiing- 
tower  of  the  sub- 
marine  on    which 
ihey  stood  moved 
forwardinlheteelh 
of  the  ehnients. 

ICV     Wrvif     l-iliiiw.'i'o^    ,....! 
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lurching  oiAvarcIs,  clinging  wi'h  nimibcd 
hiuifls  to  the  rail  as  a  green  sea  swept  about 
their  legs,  wiping  tiic  half-frozen  spray  from 
their  eyes  to  search  the  darkness  ahead 
with  night-glasses.  Then  one  pointed  away 
on  the  bow. 

"  How's  Ihat  ?  "    he  l)awled.     A  point  on 
the  bow  something  dark  tumlilcd  amid  the 
waves  and  flyii  g  spindrift.     The  o!  her  stared 
"  moment,  shouted  an  order  to  the  invisilile 
h'lmsman  through  a  voice-pipe,  and  the  wind 
Ibat   had   hitherro   neen.   in   i'leir  streaming 
eyes  smote  and   buffet,  d  them   on  the  left 
check.     A  scurr\'  <  fsleet  whirled  momentarily 
about  them,  blotut      ou.i  the  half-glimpsed 
buoy;    the  taller  of  ihe  two  figures  put  out 
an  aim  and  smote  his  eompaiiioii  on  the  hack. 
They  had  nuuie  tiiat  buoy  at  dawn  the  pre- 
\ious  day,  and  then,  according  to  the  custom 
of    Ihitish    submarines    in    enemy    waters, 
submerged     till     nightfall.       Now,     despite 
;iie  set   of   ihe   tid-s  and  curnMits  and   the 
darkness,  they  had  found  it  again,  and  with 
it   Iheir   bearing,  for  the   desperate  jourmy 
that  lay  ahead. 

For  two  hours  they  groped  their  way 
onwards  tiirough  what  woukl  have  been 
unfafjiomable     mysteries     to    a    iandsnum. 

ConmaSS.     Cliart.      i\U(]     h>'lfnijw>     ^^^>\r«./^l      tUf^ir- 

p:irt  :    but  not  even  these,  coupled  with  the 
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stoutest  heart  that  ever  beat,  avail  against 
unknown    minefield    and    watchful    patrols. 
Thrice  the  two  alert,  oilskin-clothed  figures 
dived  through  the  hatchway  into  the  interior 
of    the    submarine,    and    I  he    platform    on 
wiiich    they    had    been    standing    vanished 
eerily   beneath   the   surface   as   a   striiig   of 
long,  dark  sluipes  went  by  witli  a  throb  of 
unseen    propellers.     Once    when    thus    sub- 
merged an  unknown  object  grated  past  the 
thin  shell  with  a  harsh  metallic  jar,  and  passed 
astern    in    silence.     Then    it    was    tiuit    tiie 
captain  of  the  submarine  removed  his  cap, 
passing  his  sleeve  quickly  across  his  damp 
forehead,    and    the    gesture    was    doubtless 
accepted  v.here  all  prayers  of  gratitude  find 
their  way. 

Tile  first  gleam  of  dawn,  however,  found 
no  submarine  on  Ihe  surface.  It  showed  a 
business-like  llotilhi  of  destroyers  on  tjieir 
beat,  and  a  h)ng  line  of  net  drifters  at  anchor 
in  the  far  dislanee  amid  sandbanks.  An 
armed  trawler  with  rust -streaked  sides  and 
a  gun  forward  was  makiiig  Ikt  way  througli 
the  coltl,  grey  seas  in  Die  direction  of  the 
d-.ifters  ;  a  lioist  of  LMV-eoloured  signal  fiags 
Hew  from  iier  stutnp  (.f  a  mast,  and  at  the 
peak  a  I  at  t.  red  German  ensign.  Tiie  crew 
were  clustered  for  warmti-  in  the  he  of  the 
c.igine-ic„.ni  casi;-g,   ui,.,r  collars  turned  up 
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above  their  ears,  and  their  hands  deep  in 
their  poekets.  They  were  staring  aliead 
intently  at  the  line  of  nets  guarding  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour  they  were  about  to 
enter.  None  noticed  a  bhick  speck  tliat 
peeped  intermittently  out  of  their  tumbling 
wake  thirty  yards  astern,  and  followed  them 
up  the  ehamiel.  Three  or  four  fathoms 
beneath  tliat  questioning  speck,  in  an  electric- 
lit  glittering  steel  cylinder,  a  young  man 
stood  peering  into  the  lens  of  a  higli-power 
periscope,  both  hands  resting  on  a  lever. 
He  spoke  in  a  dull  monotone,  with  long 
intervals  of  silence;  and  throughout  the 
length  of  that  cylinder,  beside  valve  and 
dial  and  lever,  a  score  of  pairs  of  eyes 
watched  him  steadfastly. 

"She's  givcii  her  funnel  a  coat  of  pnint 
since  last  month  .  .  .  port  ten — steady  ! 
steady  !  .  .  .  There's  the  gate  vessel  moving. 
.  .  .  The  skipper  is  waving  to  hurry  him  up. 
.  .  .  Wants  his  breakfast,  I  suppose.  . 
That  must  be  the  big  crane  in  tlie  dockyard. 
.  .  .  There  are  flags  hung  about  every- 
where. .  .  .  Starboard  a  loueli.  ...  It's  getting 
devilish  light.  .  .  .  There's  sometliing  that 
looks  lik<'  a  battle-cruiser  alongside.  .  .  ." 

There  was  a  long  silence,  then  the  figure 
manipulating  ilie  pi  riseope  suddenly  stood 
upright. 
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"  We're  through,"  he  sv.'id  quietly 
that's  their  isevv-  balile-eniiser." 


And 


In  the  sniokin.g-room  ol'  n  British  siib- 
ni.irine  depot  n  group  ol"  ollieers  sat  round 
liie  fire.  Xow  and  ag  lin  one  or  other  luadc 
a  trivial  observation  from  behind  his  news- 
paper ;  occasionally  o!U'  would  ghin.ee  s-wil'tly 
at  the  eloek  and  !)•  ek  to  iiis  paper  as  ii" 
half  afraid  the  glanee  would  be  intereept( d. 
The  hands  of  the  eioek  ere{>t  slov/ly  round 
to  noon  ;  \  he  eloek  gave  a  little  jircliniinary 
whirr  and  then  struek  the  hour. 

"Eight  b'lls,"  said  Ih.e  youngtst  of  the 
grouj)  in  a  tone  of  detaehnivnt,  as  if  the 
hour  had  no  special  siguiliearee.  A  grave- 
f.'ced  lienUiiaiil-eon-rnaiKhr  scaitd  nearest 
I  he  door  rose  slowly  io  his  IVet  and  buttoned 
up  his  uiouki>-  jacket. 

^'  Vou  goiii',  Ijill  ?  "  nsked  his  neighbour 
iii  a  lo\\  voice. 

Tiu'  \ipri<v|if  figure  nodded,  "He'd  have 
(lo:ie  as  nnieh  for  me,"  h<'  vcplu  d,  and  walked 
ci'.'iekly  out   ol'  I  he  room. 

\()  one  s|)ol<c  for  some  mimdes.  Then 
the  youngrst  uk  uilx  r  lov<rrJ.  j  he  uiagazine 
he  was  holding  in  fi-oii|   of  him, 

"  Do  Ihcv   eiv?"     lie  asked. 


"No."    said    two    vv»iees    simullaneously. 
"  'L.asf,"  .'uhh-d  on.',  ''  !iot  at  the  time." 
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The  silence  settled  down  again  like  dust 
that  had  been  dislm-bed;  tjien  tlie  first 
speaker  leaned  forward  and  tapped  the  ashes 
ont  of  his  pipe. 

"Well,"  he  observed,  "they  didn't  go*- 
hiin  cheap,  at  all  events.  I'jn  open  to  a  bet 
liinl  he  sent  a  Boehe  or  two  ahcul  of  him 
to  pipe  the  side." 

Tiic  group  nodded  a  grim  assent. 

"Yes,''  said  one  wiio  iiad  not  hitherto 
spok  11.  "  I  reckon  you're  right.  I^ut  we 
slia.i't  hear  I  ill  tiie  war's  over.  They  know 
how  lo  keen  liu'ir  own  secrets."'  lie  puffed 
at  his  pipe  rellci'l  ively. 

"  Anyhow',  Ihaidc  (iod  Tm  a  bachelor," 
he  concluded.  He  lil'^d  ii  fox  terrier's  head 
b -tween  his  linnds  !i;id  sliook  it  g(M)tly  to  and 
iVo.  *'No  one  need  g>>  .unl  Ml  v>ur  wivrs 
W  ivc  don't  come  back  ch,  \\\\\r  IJliiiks  ?  " 
The  dog  yawned,  gav(^  the  hands  that  held 
him  a  perfunctory  lick,  and  resumed  liis 
interniplcd  nap  sjvr-.v  ling  across  his  master's 
knees. 

•  •  •  •  • 

Among  ,\iC  Icltcrs  inhrccpled  sjiorllv 
afl  rrwards  o\\  I  hiir  way  I  o  a  Soul  h  Airi(  ricaii 
State  from  (Jmnaiiy  was  one  thai  eonlain<d 
(lie  I'ollowing  sigiiilieani    passagi"  : 


Vrsterday  all    Kid    was   bll 'gged 
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we  were  to  have  \uu]  n  hnlf-hoiidav  on  ll,o 
occasion    of    the    trials    oi'    the    ^mit    new 

but  lie  cruiser .     Owiiifr  to  an  unforeseen 

incident,  liowever,  tli(>  trials  were  not  con^- 
plelcfl.  Our  lialf-holidav  jias  been  post- 
poned   indednitelv.   .  .    " 


Vr.  "  Ti;i»i'i:n(  K  Apiiui;" 

The  h<iTino-  were  in  the  bav,  and  liie  fleet 
ol  saihn.i^r  sniaejvs  wenl  tr.iijjn^r  „u!  (,n  I  he 
Ii^'iil  wnid  with  their  ea«r.  ,•  ereu  s  ,,f  „j,i 
lu^'U  and  boys  str;.inir.jr  ;,f  the  h.dliar.ls  lo 
caleh  I  lie  List  capful  of  win,].  W\rv  Mhiu 
came  llie  armed  ir.iard-h.c.l  of  tii<.  Ijftlo 
|»eaceful  lie,  |,  ;,  >|,,nt  hauler  with  a  ^n.n  i„ 
iier  l)()ws,  fussino-  ,,,  i|u.  w;,ke  of  her  ehar^r.>s 

Th'>  skipper  of  (he  ^r,,..,,-i.ho,,i  u;,s  at  1  h<* 
^vhcel.  a  l.dl.  jjrauni  old  ni.in  v.itji  ;.  frinjre  of 
prey  v.hisker  lonnd  his  j..,v,s  and  a  month 
^'s  li-hf  as  a  sc;n-.  II,-  i|  was  ^^Un  h.caled 
"'<  iKTrniur  and  pi.-, eel  I  h,-  ||,.,.|  acros.  llM-ir 
P-i'l'.  .-ind  all  IImI  ,|,,y  the  sni.icks  h,v  (o 
*^"'  '"'^  '•"  ll'«'  porp-'ises  lanicd  inshore 
and  drove  th«'  silvery  hu,,'  .;:slu;,rd.  All.  r 
tlun.  wen!  Ihe  saiacks.  will,  hol,|s  h:il'-fnll. 
linv.i  on  by  the  promise  „f  two  (pmrteis' 
v<Mil  i,s  ;,ro,Ml  as  p.iid.  I'mallv,  Ihe  .,id 
Iniwler   H.serven.an   checked   the   pnis,,il. 

"  Tish   or  no  lish,"    lie  cued.     ''  H.-re  y^ 
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bide  tlic  iiij,/nt."'  Ttuy  IkhI  reaolicd  the 
limit  (jf  tlic  safely  zone  in  those  wafers,  and 
h-'  rounded  up  his  (loek  \\\v  a  sajracious 
sh<.j)-do<r,  count intr  ihe  lilllc  craft  Ciarfully 
Te  he  took    up  liis  position   to  seaward  of 


;4» 


jr     '.i 


w. 


\ 


♦luin  for  !h<-  ni^rht.  Al  the  lirsl  hn.l  ,.| 
dnwn  h<-  weij^'hed  anehin-  an. I  ecunl.  fi  a<,Min  • 
!  !->  Ki-in.  ohl  f;uT  <lark,MH,L  He  turned  to 
seaward  wh<iv  the  sky  w;.s  l.f^rhtennij^r  fasl 
•'•"I  searched  lh,.  ,,,,s(  I  hn. i.^ri,  ^dasscs' 
Thnv  smacks  u,,,.  de.<vi,uhh  s..,,,"  ....h-s 
""tMd.-the.ralh,l,<,larea.  ThehurK  ,n;,te 
M-.'d     hrsid-     ins     n.Mirr,     ;,.,|     y,,,UUrd     t  h. 
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dolinqiionts    haiilinjr    in    lii«ir    nets       illi    a 
speed  lh;it  liinNd  ;;!    an  unoa^y  conscience. 

"  Tiioy'ni  (iril'tcd  in  a  hit  of  a  lido  rip, 
mchlx'  ?  "'  he  vei.'nirer]. 

TIte  old  man  jTrowjid  an  uitlh.  "Ti.lo 
ri])  ?  Xa.y  !  Tliey'ni  jiist  daft  m"  L.vcd. 
TlM'ic's  no  wit  nor  dacvju'y  in  ili  ir  sodden 
heads.  An  Ml  larii  \  ni  })o.li.  By  G.'d 
111  lam  'em  to  (li«^ol)ey  my  orders."  .  .  . 
He  walehcd  the  far-(.rr  erafl  l.oistino-  sail 
Nvilh  eyes  (tvry  ;nid  eoI<!  's  IJiiils  Ix  Mcalh  I  he 
hnshy  brows.  "  Aye,"  liosaid  I  hreatetiinirly, 
"  ril  larn  ye  .  .  ."'  ai,d  clnmped  foiWi-id  to 
tiie  wlieel-jionse. 

The  snn  had  not  yet  risen,  and  the  Ihin 
nn)rning  misls  \vreaiiied  the  f;iee  of  the 
waters.  As  the  «rawler  gathered  Wiiy  a 
sndd(  n  (lish  of  litrJit  l)linked  onl  of  themisl 
to  iii«"  nm-ihward.  Th<"  repori  of  a  unn  was 
f(tl!*»\ved  hv  tlie  explosion  of  ;i  '.ji,  j]  (ifiy 
yards  on  llic  ix'ar  dde  of  the  nost  distnrd 
<is|iin;r.sm;i(  k. 

The  I  raw  ier  skipjxr  me."  itnd  th<'  distance 
from  I  he  (lasii  lo  l!,e  lishinj^r  ilee!,  and  i  hence 
to  ihe  truants  bowling  towanls  lluin  on  the 
nioridnp  breeze. 

"Man  IIm'  ;,Mit\  ! '^  he  ro.iriij.  "Action 
Sl;it  ion^.  huls  !  "  He  pieki  d  np  a  m<  ;;aph()no 
and  bi  Mowed  ihron^h  it  in  the  (brection  of 
bis  cjiarpes  :    *' Cut  your  \varps  an'  ^'el   ier 
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hell  outer  this  !  ■'  Then  he  wrenched  the 
ielegrapli  to  full  spcid  and  put  the  wheel 
over,  iicading  his  little  craft  towards  the 
quarter  from  whieli  the  flasii  jiad  come. 
The  gun's  crew  closed  up  round  the  loaded 
gun,  rolling  up  tlieir  sleeves  and  spitting 
on  their  hands  as  is  the  custom  of  their 
bned  before  a  fio-iit. 

"  Taerc's  a  snbMiarine  yonder  in  the  mist," 
shouted  the  skii)i)rr.  "Open  lire  directly 
ye  sight  her  and  keej)  her  busy  while  the 
snuieks  get  away."  Astern  of  them  the 
small  craft  were  cutting  their  nets  away  and 


hoisting  sail.     Three   or  four   nv 


ere   alrea( 
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making  for  saf.iy  to  Ih-  westward  before 
the  early  morning  Imc  ze  that  hurried  in 
CMtspaws  over  the  sea. 

Jiang! 

Th«  Irawhr  opened  lin-  a.s  the  submarine 
a()pcarcd  ahead  like  a  hxio,  hiM  p-b.ick'-il 
shadow  ag;i,iisl  the  pearly  grey  of  [\u> 
horizon.  The  bre(cji  clanged  open  and 
the  at  rid  smok^  I!  -ated  aft  as  they  re- 
loaded. 


(c 


H 


IDK 


1       I 


M'e 


sli 


out 


en 


(1 


K'     skipp(>r 


Sh<'IIs    were    burstmg    all    alxad    the    H 


eeiML' 


snnu'ks. 


(1  • 
ilV 


e    em  ne 


a(  s. 


II 


er  ve  got 

two  gnns    an'    us    j)ut    the   one.   .   .   .    '      He 
glance?!  back  over  his  shouhKr  at   the  lit  He 


eralt    lie 


A  a 


^  trying  to  save,  and 


ii'ii  bent 


8G 


IN    THE    TWILIGHT 


1 


to  the  voice-pipe.  "  Every  ounce  o'  steam, 
Luther.  Her'll  try  to  haul  off  an'  out- 
range my  little  small  gun." 

Smoke  poured  from  the  gaily-painted 
funnel;  the  "little  small  gun'*'  barked 
and  harked  ngaiii,  and  one  after  the  other 
the  empty  cylinders  went  clattering  into 
the  scuppers.  A  shell  struck  the  trawler 
somewhere  in  the  region  of  the  mizzen 
mast,  and  sent  the  splmters  flying.  A 
nunute  later  another  exploded  off  the  port 
bow,  flinging  lli(>  water  in  slices  over  tr.e 
gun's  crew.  The  siglil -setter  slid  into  a 
sitting  posiljoit,  his  back  against  the  pedestal 
of  the  gun-mounting,  and  his  head  lolling 
on  his  slu)uldcr.  They  had  drawn  tlu 
enemy's  lire  at  last,  aiul  every  minute  gave 
the  smacks  a  l)elter  chance.  Shell  after 
sh.ell  struck  the  little  cr.ift  as  she  blmulered 
gallanllv  <»ii.  The  stern  was  alight  :  the 
splint  red  ioremast  lay  across  a  funnel 
riddled  like  a  i)C])per-j,ot .  The  trawler's 
boy  -a  shock-headed  child  of  fourteen  who 
JKul  hccu  ])assing  up  ammunition  to  the 
gun  hancd  .  iiinipiiin;:  against  the  engine- 
room  easing,  nursing  a  l)|(>od-sodden  jacket 
wiMj)pe(l  .ibouf    his  forearm. 

Tl»e  male  was  at  the  gun,  round  which 
thr'c  of  the  enw  |;iy.  One  had  raised 
hi'iisdl'  on   his  elbow  and   was  eonghing  out 
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oil    their 


liis    soul.     Tlie    other    two    were 
backs  staring  at  tlie  sky. 

In  tlie  face  of  tlie  trawler's  fire,  the 
submarine  turned  and  drew  out  of  range, 
firing  as  slio  went.  One  of  the  British  shells 
had  struck  the  low-lying  hull  in  the  stern, 
and  a  thin  cloud  of  grey  smoke  ascended 
i'rom  the  rent.  Figures  wtc  visil)lc  nuniing 
aft  along  the  railed-in  deck,  gestieuhiting. 

"  Ye've  hit  jicr,"  shouted  the  skipper 
from  the  wheel.     "  Give  'em  hell,  lads '' 

A  sudden  burst  of  flame  and  smoke 
cnv(Ioped  the  wjieel-house,  and  tlie  skipper 
went  hurtling  through  the  doorway  and 
pitched  with  a  thud  on  the  deck. 

The  mate  ran  aft  and  knelt  l)csidc  him. 
"  Father,"  he  cried  hoarsely. 

The  inert  blue-clad  fijrure  raised  himseli' 
oil  his  ha-  Is,  and  his  head  swayed  between 
his  massive'  shoulders. 

"  Father,"  said  the  mate  again,  and  shook 
him,  as  if  trying  to  awaken  someoue  from 
sh'ep.      "lie  ye  hurted  terril)h-  bad?" 

The  grill,  old  seadog  raised  his  head,  and 
his  son  saw  tha'   lie  was  blind. 

"  Pitch  the  codes  overboard,"  \]v  said. 
''  Fm  t)lind  an'  stone  deaf,  an'  my  guts  are 
all  abroad  uiidvr  m<',  but  ye'll  light  thi 
litlh-  guii  whij.  there's  a  shell  h  f; 
aboard.   ,   .   .  " 
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The  mate  stood  up  and  looked  aft  along 
the  splintered,  bloody  deek,  beyond  the 
smoke  and  steam  trailing  to  leeward. 

"  The  gun's  wrecked,"  he  said  slowly,  as 
if  speaking  to  himself.  "The  little  smacks 
are  clear  o'  danger.  .  .  .  The  destroyers 
are  comin'  up.  ...  Ye  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  father."'  The  submarine  had  ceased 
fire,  and  as  he  spoke,  she  submerged  and 
vanished  sullenly,  like  a  wild  beast  baulked 
ol  its  prey. 


An  old  woman  sat  knitting  beside  the  fiiv 
in  the  heart  of  a  Midland  town  next  day. 
The  door  e.  iied  and  a  girl  came  in  quicklv, 
with  a  shawl  over  her  head  and  a  basket  on 
her  arm. 

"  There's  a  surprise  for  supj)er,"  she  said. 
The  old  woman  looked  inside  the  basket. 


^-lid.     ''  What    dl.l    they 


"Hen-in'!"     she 
cost  ?  " 

"  Tuppence  a])ieee,"  n-plied  t  he  girl  lightly, 
as  slie  iiuDg  uj)  iier  sitaw]. 

"TJiey   Nvas  elieap,"  said  tl-e  old  woman 
as  slie  fell  to  larding  tiie  frying-pan. 

But    all    tilings   considered,   ])erhaps    'hey 
were  not  so  very  cheap  after  all. 
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CIlAriEU   III 
THE   NAVYTHAT-FLIES* 

The  Uoyal  Naval  Air  Service  found  itself 
"  over  the  other  side  "  about  the  time 
that  the  shells  of  the  British  loiiitors  began 
feeling  for  the  iiidden  batteries  of  the 
Ijuehe  beiiind  the  Belgian  eoj-st. 

"  I  can't  sec  where  they're  pitcliing,"  said 
the  Navy-t hat-Floats,  retVrring  to  the  sjiells 
of  the  nu)nitors  bur^>liiig  twelve  miles  awav. 
"  What  about  spotting  for  us,  old  son  ?  "* 

•  Tlic  L'iuiptor  blaring  tins  titlu  vn.,-  untt.'ii  Ijcf,,!-,,  tlu- 
pa^^sing  vi  Uiu  Air  l-Vrc-  Act.  It  i.N  lucluJid  m  tin,  b„ul; 
"  wilLoat  i)rrjiulico,"  u.i  iho  lawyer'^  »;iy. 
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That  will  I  do,"  replied  the  Navy-t hat- 
Flies.  "  And  more  also.  But  I  shall  have 
to  wear  khaki,  because  it's  done,  out  liere  ; 
by  everybodv  apparently.  Even  the  news- 
paper reporurs  wear  khaki.  Also  I  must 
have  the  right  machines  and  lots  of  'em." 

"  Wear  anything  you  like,"  replied  the 
Navy-that-Floais,  "as  long  as  you  can 
help  us  to  jiit  these  shore  batteries.  Otily 
—because  you  wear  khaki  and  see  life, 
don't  forget  you're  still  the  same  old  Navy 
as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and 
ever  shall  Ix." 

The  Navy-that-Flies  uddvd  "  Amen,"  and 
said  that  it  wouldn't  forget.  It  garbed 
itself  in  khaki,  but  retained  the  ring  and 
curl  on  the  sleeve,  and  the  naval  cap  (with 
the  eagh-'s  wings  in  place  of  the  crown 
and  anclior  in  tiie  badge),  plus  a  khaki 
cap-cover.  Wherever  its  sq\iadrons  were 
based  I  hey  rigged  a  llagstaff  and  Hew  the 
White  Ensign  at  the  j)eak.  They  erected 
wooden  huts  ;,iid  j)ainte<l  them  service  grry, 
labelling  them  "  Mrss-deck."  "Wardroom,"' 
"  (iunroon;,"  (  le.,  ;is  He  e;ise  niight  be. 

They  divided  the  flights  into  port  and 
starboard  walches.  and  solemidy  asked  leave 
to  "  go  ashore  "  for  recreation.'  Those  who 
strayed  from  the  same  stern  piths  of  dis- 
eipliii"    snffend    the    same    pmiishmenls    as 
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tlie  Navy-that-Floats.  Aiul  at  tlie  con- 
ohision  of  each  day's  work  the  wardroom 
(hned,  and  drank  to  their  Kin^,  sitting, 
according  to  the  custom  and  tradition  of 
the  naval  service. 

They  filled  in  shell-holes  and  levelled  the 
ground  for  aerodromes,  they  ran  up  hangars 
and  excavated  dug-outs — whither  they 
retired  in  a  strong,  silent  rush  (the  expression 
is  theirs),  when  the  apprehensive  Boche  at 
tempted  to  curtail  their  activity  with  bombs 

And  by  degivcs  the  right  machines  came 
along.  The  Xavy-that-Flies  swung  itself 
into  them  eriticaily,  flung  them  about  in 
the  air  three  niih's  high,  testing  and  measuring 
their  capabililics.  Then  they  fought  then), 
crashed  them,  im})rov(>(l  or.  llum  liH  thcv 
were  righter  still,  and  linally  proceeded  (to 
quote  another  of  their  expressions)  to  "put 
the  wind  up  Old  Man  IJoehe  "  in  a  way 
that  helped  I  he  \avy-t  hat -Floats  enor- 
mously. 

13ut  apart  from  spotting  duties,  which 
were  necessarily  iiitcrnrttent,  the  K.N.A.S. 
undertook  a  i)h()t()graphie  reconnaissance 
of  the  entire  Belgian  coast  fiom  Nieuport 
to  the  Dutch  frontier.  The  work  in  ])ro- 
gress  at  Ostend  and  Zeebrugge,  the  activities 
of  submarines  and  destroyers  inside  \hv. 
basins;     locks,    q\u\y<,     ;md     gim-emplace- 
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mcnts,   and   the  results   of  bombs   dropped 
thereon    llic    niirht    before,    were    all    faith- 
fully reeorded  l)y  these  aerial  cameras.     The 
nesjatives  wore  developed  and  printed,  the 
resultant     bird-))ielures     enlarfrcd,     studied 
throujjrli  stereoscopic  lenses,  and  finally  given 
to     the     monitors    "for     information     and 
guidance."     Since  it   is  not   given  to  evciy- 
one  to  recognise  the  enl  ranee  to  a  dug-out 
or  a  group   of  s.-archiigiils   as  they   appear 
from    a    heighl    of  L'(),()(H)    fed,    the    pjioto- 
grapiis   were   endx-liisjicd    with   explanatory 
notes    for   the    IxMidit    of   anyone    unaceus"- 
tomed  to  such  unfamiliar  asj)ccfs  of  creation. 
The  Germans  chum  to  be  a  modest  people. 
Th(>y    were   as    j)usy   as    b(>uvers,    and   they 
resented    these    importunate    phologra])hers 
with  all  the  t\  rvour  ll)at  springs  frotn  true 
modesty.     Tii-ir  ant  i-airer  il'l  guns  phtslered 
Ihe    inlrudcrs    with    bursting   sju-apnel.    and 
Ironi  every  coast  ai  rodrotne  lioeiie  machines 
rose  like  a  cloud   of  angry   iH.rnels   to  give 
l)atlle.      Vet   diiy  after  d;iy  fn  sh  j)h!les  jind 
their   way    to    the    de\(|oj)iiin;    Imys,    anj    a 
comparison    between    Hk-   olliei,!l    reports   of 
the    llight— couched    in    a   laconic    icrsciH  .s 
<'f    plirase    lliat     is    good    to    read— and    the 
amazing  results  obtained  jrjvcs  perhaps  the 
tnnst    m.as.nv   ,,f   fj,..    ,vork    p.  ;  loniicd    by 
these  very 'gallant   gentlcinen. 
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Not  i\  spadoi'n]  of  arcih  can  bo  turned 
over,  nor  n  Irowel  of  eement  added  to  a 
bastion  along  [he  const,  })ut  a  note  appears 
a  day  or  two  later  upon  the  long  chart 
which  adorns  the  record  olRcc  of  tliis  par^i- 
cnlar  squadron.  A  crumpled  escorting 
machine  may  jinv(^  come  down  out  of  the 
clouds,  eddying  like  a  wit  lured  leaf,  to 
er.ish  somewhere  bcliind  the  Gernnm  line; 
tiicre  may  be  sonitwiiere  near  ilic  sh.ore  a 
])roken  boy  in  goggles  aiul  leaiiier  lying 
amid  [\w  wreckage  ..f  his  lasl  lligiil.  Such 
is  the  price  j);)id  for  a  few  more  dots  ad(h(l 
in  red  ink  to  a  couph'  ol' fe(  I  of  eh;ir(.  Bnt 
MS  long  as  l!ie  ])hoIogr;i|)iuc  machine  reiurns 
wilh  the  ean:era  intact,  the  ])rice  is  paid 
nngrud<i[inL:!\-. 

The  woi'k  ol"  i  hese  ])iio' ()g!-,.j)hic  i'<('ord(rs, 
pilot  and  ohs,i-\(r  ;'iike,  (hft(  rs  iV<.m  all 
oilier  form',  of  war  Hying.  TIk  ir  sole  dnty 
is  lo  lake  phoiographs,  i,,,|  jiapha/ard,  but 
of  a  giv<  n  obj^i'tisc.  This  nec(  ssitates 
s;.vring  a  p  rfectly  stea(iy  conr-.e  n  gard- 
l'"^"^  "I"  -iil  di'-fractions  snch  as  bui-sting 
"  Archie.  ""  aul  angry  "  All);il  ross  "  ligjihrs. 
Tlay  have  the  Ughling  lo  iheir  escorts, 
and  I  iien-  fate  to  Providence.  TIk^  observer, 
l>e(  ring  carlhwards  through  his  vicw-liiuleri 
si'H-rs  the  pilot  by  nionns  of  reins  \uilil  lu 
sights  the  line  on  which    the  desired  series 
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of  piiotogrnplis  i\Yc  to  be  taken  :  once 
over  this,  (lie  j)ilot  flics  the  niaehine  on  an 
un<leviatin_!4-  eourse,  atul  the  observer  pro- 
ceeds to  take  photographs.  When  all  the 
plates  have  been  exposed,  they  I  urn  round 
and  refurn  iioine  with  what  remain  of  the 
escort.  On  oeeasions  IJie  escort  have 
vanished,  either  earlhwards  or  in  savage 
pursuit  of  resentful  though  faint-hearted 
lioehes  :  this  is  when  tjie  homing  photo- 
graphers' nioirienis  are  apt  to  become 
crowded  with  incident. 

(^nc  such  .'idventure  deserves  to  be  re- 
corded. I(  h,i))j).  iK,i  aboul  lL'.0(M)fectal)ov(^ 
'"<>i '"•'■-•'  't-lh  :  !h''  olli'  i;d  r- ports,  tvpe<l 
in  triplieaie,  coveicd  soffie  do/en  lines;  the 
actual  (^-(Mils,  ;ui  e(]u:il  iiumiIm  r  of  minnies  ; 
l>ut  fh''  story  i^.  oil.-  thai  ^houhl  live-  through 
eteiMiiiy. 

''While  exix.sing  six  plates"  (says  t  he 
ollieial  report  of  this  >.>uthful  Recording 
Angel)  '' ,,l,srrv((i  liv(  II. A. 's  cruising." 
("  n.A."si;mds  for  IIos!iI,A(  roplane.)  "x\ot 
having  seen  escort  sine--  luriiiiig  inlaed, 
pilot  i)r.  pared  i,,  return.  Kn( my  sep., rat <■(!,' 
one  (akmg  np  position  al)ov<  tail  aiul  oiU' 
ahead.  The  ofjier  three  glided  towards  us 
«>n  port  ,id.'"-  (..bserveihe  Xavy  speaking), 
"  lirintr  .1^  |  i,,  y  ,..,,,,,, 

"The    luo    diving    machines    (Ired     ov<r 
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one  Jumdrcd  rounds,  liittin^  pilot  in  shoiil- 
der."  As  a  matter  of  so])er  f.iet,  the  bulkt 
entered  liis  shoulder  I'roin  n])ove  and  behind, 
l>reakinjT  jiis  left  collar  hone,  and  eniergecl 
just  above  his  h(>arl.  te.-irin^r  ;,  jagired  re?it 
down  his  breast.  Boll,  his  feet,  further- 
more, piereed  by  bullets.  i)ut  the  observer 
was  not  eonccrned  with  j)elty  detail. 

"Observer  h.ld  fir,'  until  il.A.  diving  on 
tail  was  within  five  yards." 

lb-re  it  might  be  nicidioned  that  the 
"iMehines  were  hurtling  through  space  at  a 
speed  in  the  region  of  one  hundred  miles  an 
•'^>"r.  The  pilot  of  the  "Il.A.,"  having 
swooped  to  within  sjx-nking  disf nnee,  pushed 
lip  his  goggh^s  and  laughed  I riuniphantlv  as 
lu-  look  his  sight  for  the  shol  that  Mas  to 
<'"(!  the  light.  Hut  iIh.  obscrv.r  had  his 
own^id,.;!  (,f  h,,w  fhc  jin-hi   should  end. 

"Then  shot  o,u-  trav  into  pilot's  faee  " 
lie  says,  uifh  curl  nlish,  and  wafehed  him 
^^:dl,  si,h-slip,  and  go  spinning  earthward 
in  a   trail  of  smoke. 

He  turned  his  allenti<,n  to  his  own  pilot. 
l»H-  I  ntish  maehine  was  l,arely  under  eon- 
''•<>l,  but  as  lh<-  observer  rose  in  his  seat 
*<>  "iv.-sligale,  the  foremost  gun  fired,  and 
Ih;-  aggressor  ahrad  went  out  of  conlrol 
Mud  d.ve,l  nr.s.-first  in  ndplcss  spirals, 
^'.'^pretmgthat  his  male  was  badiv  wounded 
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111  spite  of  tills  acliicvenicnf,  the  observer 
swiin^  one  leg  over  tiie  side  of  tlie  fiiselngc 
and  elinbed  on  to  llie  wing  fiiruro  for  "a 
minute  ihe  air  pressure  on  his  body  (hiring 
this  gymnastic  feat— until  he  w;,s  beside 
thepiloi.  Faint  and  drenched  vvil  h  blood, 
the  laUer  had  nevertheless  got  his  inaeMnc 
bnek  into  complete  control. 

''  Get  1)  u'k,  you  ass,"  he  said,  through 
wlul;'  lips,  in  response  to  inquiries  as  to 
how  lie  f(>li.  The  ass  got  back  the  way 
he  came,  and  jool.cd  round  for  Ihe  rejuainder 
of  the  "H.A.'s."  These,  tiowever,  appeared 
to  have  lost  slomaeii  for  furtl.er  lighting, 
and  lied.  The  riddled  maehiii(>  reUirjied 
iioine  ai  one  Inuv-ired  knois,  wliile  the  ob- 
server, having  noli  ling  better  to  do.  con- 
tinued to  take  pholographs.  "  The  pilot, 
thong!)  wound.,],  made  a  perfect  hnuhi  g." 
Tins  ihe  report  concludes. 

Tlir  Navy-that-Flies  hnd  Ix en  in  France 
some  lime  before  the  Army  iu';ird  very 
"inch  nbout  its  doings.  This  was  not  so 
"';'^'^'  '5'*'  l"''"I'  <>r  '!;.•  Army  as  the  outcome 
of  ihe  iaeilurn  silence  in  which  Ihe  Navy- 
thai -Flics  set  to  work.  Il  had  been  bidden 
to  observe  tiie  traditions  of  |he  sihui  \avy, 
•ind  it  observed  them,  forbearing  evi  n  fo* 
publish  the  number  of  l^.eiu-  ninehines  it 
accounted  for  day  by  ilav. 
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Bui  there  eamo  a  time  uheti  its  liHit 
could  no  longer  be  hid  under  a  bushel. 
"Jhillo,"  said  ^he  generals  and  others  con- 
O'Tiied  wiLh  tb.c  affairs  of  llio  eidrenelicd 
Army,  speakir.n:  amoujr  the  nselve^  "wli-it 
abmit  it?"  They  eo.>c-.,jtcd  <],.'  \„,,'. 
tha(-FJies.  ■       ^ 

Now  I  lie  Army-tl,a!-Fiics  had  been  eon- 
fronted  in  tiie  early  days  of  the  v/ar  v.ith 
perhaps  the  toucrhest  proposition  tii.-it  was 
ever  t'ar-ed  ])y  mortals  of  even  Iheir  inipeV- 
turba})le  eourage.     In  numerienl  inferiority 
to  the  enemy  it    had   been   enlled   upon   to 
mamtain    a    eeaseless    i)hoto<rriiphie    reeon- 
naissance  far  behind  the  enemv's  Irenehes- 
to  spot  for  the  rr.ins  of  the  Armv  alon^  a 
sndd.-nly    extended    front:     to    "'keep    Hie 
^vi^(l  up"  the  Boehe  so  that  for  .very  ten 
of  our  maehines  that  erossed    ihe   German 
hues,  barely  one  of  his  would  dare  to  cross 
ours.     This  is  ealled  a<  rial  supremnev,  and 
they    establish,.,!    and    maint<.in(,|    \[     with 
f<'wer  ami   worse    maehin,s   th;,n    tliev   care 
to  lalk  a])out  lo-d;iy. 

"Of  eourse  we 'know  nil  ab,.ut  {j,ese 
naval  Johmiies,"  said  the  Armv-I  hat-Flies 
"TheyM  si,.al  grey  p.-.ini  IVoi;,'lh(ir  dving 
J^nMrulmothers,  and  I  hey  fear  nolMn<r  in'fhe 
heavens  above,  nor  the  earlh  b.-,„.;?ih,  nor 
111  the  waters  under  the  earth.  Thev  nr^ 
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complaining  that  things  are  getting  a  bit 
dull  along  the  coast.  .  ,  .  We  might  show 
them  a  thing  or  two  if  they  cared  to  join 
up  with  us  for  a  while." 

"  Let's  ask  them,"  said  the  Army. 

So  the  Xa\y-tiiat-Flies  was  invited  '•  to 
co-operate  with  tlie  Royal  Flying  Corps 
on  such  portions  of  the  line  where  its  ex- 
perience of  escort  work  and  offensive  patrols 
would  prove  of  the  greatest  value."  Or 
words  to  thai  effect. 

The  Navy-t hat-Flies  aceeplcd  the  ii.vita- 
tion  with  suppressed  exultation,  and  detailed 
certain  squadrons  of  lighters.  It  admits 
having  selected  picked  pilots,  because  there 
was  the  credit  of  the  old  Navy  to  consider. 
Each  squadron  was  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  a  seasoned  veteran  of  fully  twentv-five 
sunnners,  and  of  the  ilight  leaders  'there 
was  one  thai  had  even  turned  twcnty-onc. 
In  short  llic  Xavy-that -Flics  was  sending 
of  its  best  ;  and  jls  worst  was  very  good 
indeed. 

Tiiey  (lew  away  from  tiic  coast  and  the 
sea,  and  their  molor  transport  run, bled 
through  the  empty  plains  of  Fianc( ,  til! 
liiey  clos((|  upon  ll,,'  fringe  of  Uu'  en- 
trenchc.i  Mrmy.  iinv  p-.rclu«j  ,A,usc  tju- 
sun-oimduig  eountiy  on  som-^  plateau  or 
hiU-side,   uith  the  ceaseless  murmur  of  the 


if)^^^^tili^imif,ir^,i.i>.:e^.ii>euaifm^i 


THE    XA\^^-THAT-FLIES 


09 


guas  in  their  ears,  each  of  th.e  squadrons 
rigged  its  flagstaff  and  hoisted  the  Wliite 
Ensign,  set  up  tlie  grey-painted  huts  and 
ilie  sliip's  bell  that  divided  ihe  day  into 
ship-watches,  slung  their  hanuuocks,  and 
announced  that  they  were  ready  to  "  co- 
operate "  with  anvbodv  or  anvthiiifr 

The  Arniy-that-FJies  laughed  at  the  ship's 
hell  and  the  rest  of  the  naval  s]iib])oleth, 
l)ut  it  took  the  visitors  to  its  heart.  With 
ii.uids  deep  in  the  pockets  of  its  "  slacks  " 
and  pipt-  in  mouth  it  came  over  and  examined 
the  lighting  nuichines  of  the  Navy-that- 
Flies  and  the  "  doo-hiekies  "'  thereof,' and  it 
said  things  under  its  breath. 

The  XavT-t  hat -Flies  did  not  waste  niuch 
time  looking  about  it.     One  tire-eater  setting 
off  lo  exj)l()rc  the  countiy  some  thirty  miles 
behind  the  German  lines  came  upo!i  a  school 
of  "  Quirks.'-     Quirks,  it  may  be  explained 
for  the  benelit  of  bipeds,  arc  young  Boche 
aviators  in  an  embryonic  stage.     From  the 
convenient  ambush  of  a  cloud  he  watched 
th<ir   antics    for   a    while,    as    they    llopp,-,] 
;'.l)Out    al)()vc    their    aerodrome;     and    !licn, 
(iescending  like  a  thumlcrbolt,  he  tumbled 
three    over,    scattered    the    remainder    and 
rrturned  to  make  his  report.     The  squadron 
listciud  gravely  to  the  slory  and  concluded 
t  hat    the  (ioidr/i    A(r,>   Iim.I   .1m,.  ! 
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But  sterner  work  l.;)y  -tihead,  and  a  fair 
sample  of  it  is  couraiiied  in  the  report  of 
anoliier  young  gentleman  wlio  went  scouting 
singlehanded  over  the  Gcri>>an  lines  what 
time  the  "gentlemen  of  England  ■'  were,  if 
not  abed,  craeking  I  he  lirst  of  their  break- 
fast eggs. 

lie  was  altaeked  })y  two  single-seated 
"  ^Vlbatross  "  maclnnes  and  a  Halberstadt 
fighter.  Into  ihe  engiiie  of  the  latter  he 
emptied  a  Iray  of  eartridges,  with  the  result 
that  it  innnediatcly  went  spinning  down;  to 
make  assuranee  doubly  sure  he  fired  another 
fifty  rounds  into  the  whirling  wreck  as  it  fell. 

By  this  tiir^e  a  veritable  hornet's  nest 
appears  to  have  risen  about  his  cars  ;  three 
more  "  Albatross  "  macJiines  whirred  to  the 
attack,  and  in  his  subsequent  report  he 
notes  with  artistic  enjoyment  that  the  head 
of  one  pilot  precisely  lilkd  the  ring  of  his 
sight.  This  (vc  tor  detail  enabled  him  to 
recall  the  faei  that  he  actually  saw  three 
bullets  strik(>  ihe  pilot's  jicad,  with  the  not 
surprising  result  that  the  would-be-avengcr 
heeled  over  and  sped  lo  tiie  ground. 

By  this  lime  he  had  been  driven  down 
to  a  lu-ight  of  200  feet  above  German- 
occupird  Urritory,  and,  having  lost  sight  of 
the  remaind<'r  of  his  aggressors,  he  decid'd 
to  return  iionte  at  that  jicifrht 
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As  was  to  be  cxpocicd,  Iiis  adventures 
were  by  no  means  tenninated  by  this  de- 
cision. An  astonished  company  of  German 
cavalry  drew  rein  and  ]v"ppercd  him  witli 
rifle-shots  as  lie  whiskt-d  over  the  tops  of 
tiicir  lances.  Five  miiiutes  later  another 
"Albatross"  attacked  him. 

lie  rocked  the  machiiie  i\\  fifiddy  sweeps 
until  witliin  fifty  yards  of  his  opponent, 
and  side-looped  over  him  (tliis,  remember, 
at  200  feet  from  the  ffround).  fired  a  short 
burst  and  drove  the  Ilmi  ofi  for  a  Tnoment 
while  he  regained  equilibriiur..  Then  once 
move  ilie  enemy  swooped  upon  him. 

From  this  point  onwnrd-;  t!ie  reader  may 
be  warned  against  vertigo.  The  pilot's  own 
version,  the  bald  ofBcial  report  of  the  affair, 
requires  no  cmbellislmieiit  or  conmicnt, 
though  tiic  latter  is  not  easy  to  suppress. 

"  Tiiese  operations,"  ho  states,  "  were 
rep-atcd  several  times  with  ii  slight  variation 
in  ilie  way  I  loo])!'d  over  \\i.u  (flying  agains^ 
a  head  win<l).  When  he  w;is  about  150 
yards  behind  me,  I  ioojxnl  straight  over 
him,  and  coming  out  of  the  looji  dived  at 
him  and  fired  a  good  hmg  burst.  1  saw 
n(>arly  all  the  btilhis  go  into  the  pilot's 
back,  just  on  the  edge  of  ihe  cockpit.  He 
immediately  dived  straight  into  the  ground. 

■I  iiicn  went  over  tiio  German  trendies 


r 


102         THE    XAVY-TIIAT-ILIES 

filled  witii  soldiers,  np.d  was  fired  on  Ijy 
machine  guns,  ritlcs,  and  small  field  ginis  in 
or  out''  (Yc  Gods  and  Little  Fishes!)  '  of 
range.  There  were  many  shells  bursting  in 
and  ;il)ont  {lie  German  trenches. " 

Tlie  r.port  concluded  wiih  estimates  of 
the  strength  of  various  bodies  of  infantry 
and  eav';>lry,  movements  of  convoy  and 
artillery  noticed  (hiring  the  intervals  be- 
tween aerial  somersaults.  The  pilot  landed 
at  the  first  aerodrome  he  saw  -  adding,  in 
exphuiation  of  such  an  irregular  proceecfing, 
that  his  machine  was  l);i(l]y  shot  about. 

The     squadrons     co-operating     with     the 
R.F.C.   commenced   by   faithfully   recording 
ail   aerial  eom])als  in  which   liieir  machines 
V. ere  engaged.     But  -iter  a  while  such  events 
became     too     commonplace     to     chronicle. 
They  fought  from  da  vn  to  (hisk,  generally 
a    day's    jouriuy    for    a    horse    behind    the 
German  lines.     They  fought  at  altitudes  at 
wliieh   in  spring   a    thermometer   registered 
50°    of   frost,    returning    with    petrol    tanks 
frozen,  and  hands  aiul  feet  and  ears  swollen 
i)y  frost-nip.     One  squadron  had  a  hundred 
decisive   fights   in   a   month   (omitting  skir- 
mishes), and  accounted  for  twenty-five  Boche 
machines.       Its     jog     (unollicially     termed 
Game-book  '")    contained   such    entries    as 

uiarliines    went    up  : 
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managed  to  bag  five  Ilims  before  break- 
fast/' 

For  tlie  first  time  in  their  lives  tlie  pilots 
got  all  the  fifjhting  thev  wanted,  and  revelled 
in  it  gluttonously.  They  grew  fine-drawn, 
with  the  accentuated  brilliancy  of  eye 
common  to  men  in  perfect  condition  living 
at  the  hifi'iiest  tension.  Thev  met  Winged 
Death  hourly  in  the  blue  loneliness  above 
the  clouds  ;  the  rustle  of  his  sable  wings 
became  a  sound  familiar  as  the  drone  of 
their  own  engines,  so  that  all  terror  of  the 
Destroyer  passed  out  of  their  souls — if  in- 
deed it  had  ever  entered  there. 

And  Death  in  his  turn  grew  merciful, 
amazed.  At  least  this  is  the  only  explana- 
tion to  offer  for  certain  tales  that  are  told 
along  the  Front,  where  the  White  Ensign 
flies. 

But  hear  for  yourselves  and  judge. 

A  Naval  pilot — -a  Canadian,  })y  the  way — 
attacked  a  single-seater  "  Albatross  "  scout 
at  8,000  feet  above  the  German  lines.  He 
disposed  of  him  after  a  short  engagement, 
and  was  then  attacked  by  seven  others  who 
drove  him  down  to  :J,000  feet  and  sliot  his 
machine  to  pieces.  He  ])lunged  to  the  ground 
and  crashed  amid  the  wreck  of  his  machine 
a     couple    of     huiulred    yards    behind     flic 
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a  slio;iMer.     A  furious  bombardment   from 

Gcrm.an  heavy  arfiJlery  was  iu  protrrcss  at 

tiie  tiiue,  a!i(l  he  erawleci  into  a  shell-hole, 

where  hr  remained  from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m.' 

Fn-e   thon   ju.ving  slackened,   a  parlv  from 

the    Iroi.eh's    weiit    in    search    of    his    ))n(|y 

with  a   view  to  ))urying  it,   and  found   hiin 

cojiseiou',  and  cheerfn'    though  very  thirsty. 

Tiie  X;ivy-lhat-Fli(s  is  Avitn  ss  that  I  fie 
not. 

As  far  as  l)().i/,)ii  ojHrations  are  con- 
cerned, the  Navy-tiiat-Flics  confines  its  at- 
tcn(io!»s  i)rincipally  to  the  German  bases 
ah)ng  tiie  B.lgian  coast,  and  any  lurking 
submann.s  or  vagniid  destroyers' o])ser^'ed 
in  the  vicinity.  liombing  is  carried  out 
by  bol  ii  a^  roplancs  iuu\  seaplanes,  and  differs 
from  otiier  forms  of  war  Hying  i,,  that  it  is 
prmeip;iJly   p.-rfoniK d   al    mg'i!. 

The  fuuelioii  ^f  the  l)onibiiig  machine  is 
to  leaoji  its  given  obj.ctive  hi  as  short  a 
tnur  as  |,;,v,il,lr,  without  provoking  more 
"scraps"  on  the  way  than  are  mcvilable, 
Jo  '"(h-livr  the  goods,"  and,  if  not  brought 
dowii  l)y  aiili-aireraft  (ire,  to  return  \\i(ii 
all  s|)ced.  They  are  not  primarily  lighters, 
and  when  laden  with  bombs'  niv  not 
<l'<<>vftieally  a  match  Icr  a  Imslilc  light- 
ing machii."  udii  unb-ilnvd  mano-uvnufr 
powers. 
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Engine-trouble  or  lo-^s  of  stability  over 
enemy  territory  nieiins  almost  infallible  enj)- 
tiire  or  death  for  the  pilot  of  a  bombing 
aeroplane.  Yet  in  eases  of  disablement, 
rather  than  eoine  down  on  the  ground  and 
suffer  themselves  or  their  maehine  to  be 
taken  prisoner,  it  is  their  gallant  tradition 
to  try  to  struggle  out  to  sea.  Here  they 
stand  about  as  much  ehanee  of  life  as  a 
pheasant  winged  above  a  bike,  but  the 
machine  sinks  before  (ierman  hnnds  can 
touch  it. 

Now  it  happo;ied  that  on  one  such  oc- 
casion the  descent  into  the  sea  of  a  boml)ing 
machine  was  observed  by  two  French  flying 
boats  which  were  out  on  palrol.  The  dis- 
tressed machine  was  still  within  range  of 
the  shore  batteries,  aiul  the  lioches,  smart- 
ing under  the  effect  of  the  l)ombs  she  had 
succeeded  in  dropping,  ^vere  relalialing  in 
the  mo>t  a])|)r()ved  (iermanic  nuumer  by 
plastering  tiie  helpless  maehine  with  shrapiu-1 
as  she  slowly  sntik. 

The  I  wo  Freiu'h  Hying  boats  sji'-d  lo  the 
rescue  and  .ihgliUd  in  the  waler  beside  Ihe 
wrecked  Ib'ilisli  machine.  One  eiiil)arked 
Ihe  observ<r.  who  was  woimded.  am!,  in 
spite    of    redoubled    fire    from     Hie    shore, 

SUCCCedcrj     ill     ?-ehirmng    snfelv.       The     other 
French    living-boat    aehiallv    enib'ik'd    the 
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romaininrroconpants  of  the  bombing  machine, 
but  was  iiit  as  it  rose  from  the  water  and 
fell  disablrd.  Tlie  Freiieh  pilot,  seeing  a 
Bof'he  seaplane  .'ipproaeliing,  and  a  bevy 
of  small  crafl  in-shore  eoming  out  against 
them,  scribbled  a  messag(>  to  say  that  his 
venture  liad  failed;  he  found  time  to  add, 
however,  with  true  Gallic  daunt lessness  of 
spirit,  -Vive  la  France!"  This  missive 
he  fasteiud  to  the  leg  of  his  carrier  pigeon, 
and  sueeeed«-d  jn  releasing  it  before  rescuers 
and  rescued  were  taken  prisoners. 

From  tnne  to  lime  curt  ollleial  annonnee- 
ntenls  of  sneeessj'ul  bomb-raids  upon  German 
destroyer    and    snhmarine    bases    appear    in 
the  press.      It  ni.iy  be  [  hal  I  he  Naval  ho.U)urs 
or  easuallies  lis(s  are  swelled  lherel>y.      lint 
no  one  who  has  not  stood  m  the  wind  that 
i)lows    across     the    bombers'    a.rodromc    ;d 
Highl,    in    Miose   lasi    |(>iise   moments    Ix  f(»re 
thcstarl.  can  lurm  any  idea  of  t  he  eondit  iotis 
'iiKJer  which  lh.se  grim  laurels  are  earned. 
One    hy    one    |  he   h-al  her-ela<l    pilots   eon- 
•'''"''■   ♦'"•'!■   ""••'I    sMiv<v   and   eliiiib   up   mio 
""•"'    "laehiii.s.      Tli.y    adjust    goggles    and 
gl(»ves  :    (lure  is  a  wanimg  '\Slaii<l  clear!  "' 
and    th<-    darknrss    liijs    w,l|,    innrmg    s.muuI 
|is  No.   1    starts   !,,s  .•ngi,,,-.      Km-  ..,  moment 
longer  he  s.is  m  lh<'  niter  isolation  of  dark- 
ness   and    the    dealenn  -    noise    of    nis    own 
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engine.  No  fnrtlier  sounds  can  reach  him  ; 
not  anotlier  order  nor  the  valedictory  "  Good 
hick!"  from  those  whose  h:)t  it  is  to  only 
stand  and  wait.  lie  settles  himself  com- 
fortably and  fin<jj.rs  the  familiar  levers  and 
throttle;  then  witli  a  jerk  the  bomber 
starts  ah^nfjf  the  uneven  groiuid,  gatiiers 
way,  and  risinj^,  speeds  droninfj  into  the 
darkness  like  a  jrj^antie  eockeliafer.  A 
nionu^nt  later  \o.  2  follows,  then  another, 
and  another.  The  niglit  swallows  them,  .nd 
the  sound  of  their  entxin<s  dies  away. 

A  coujile  of  honrs  jatei"  in  one  of  the 
grey-painted  huts  that  fringe  the  aerodrome 
a  telej)!i()ne  bell  jangles.  The  scpiadion 
eonnnander  picks  nj)  the  reeeiver  and  holds 
converse  with  a  tiny  metallic  voice  that 
so\mds  very  far  away;  the  eonvcrsaliou 
ends,  he  puts  on  his  cap  and  goes  out  into 
the  darkness  ;  a  few  mimitcs  lat<'r  a  sudden 
vuw  of  lights  across  the  aerodronu'  makes 
bright  pin-pricks  in  the  darkness.  P"'rom 
far  away  in  tin-  air  comes  the  hnm  of  an 
engine  growing  momentarily  louder.  It 
grows  lo\ider  and  clearer  as  the  homing 
machine  circles  oNcrluad  and  linally  comes 
to  earth  with  :i  rnshing  wind  and  the 
scramble  of  men's  feet    invisible. 

The  |)iJot  climbs  stillly  ont  of  his  scat, 
pushing    uj)    his    goggles,    and    pnckcrs    his 
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eyes  in  ilielifrJit  of  the  lanterns  as  he  fuinbles 
for  Jiis  cigaretle  case.  "  Got  'cm,"  he  says 
laconically.  "  Seaplane  sjicds  on  the  mole. 
Time  for  anotlier  trip  ?  " 

There  is  time,  it  appears.  He  drinks  liot 
coffee  while  the  armourers  snap  a  fresh 
supply  of  bomhs  info  the  iiolders  and  lest 
the  release  gear.  He  answers  questions 
curtly  and  his  replies  are  very  much  to  the 
poin!. 

Their  "Archies"'  are  siioofing  well,  and 
IhcyVe  got  a  lot  more  searchlights  at  work 
than  (luy  had  last  lime.  Rather  warm 
work  while  it  lasted.  He  tliinks  So.  1  was 
lilt  and  brougjit  down  in  flames.  No.  2 
seemed  to  have  engine  trouble  this  side  of 
our  Imes  on  the  way  back.  Xo.  3  ought  to 
be  along  soon.  And  while  he  gulps  his 
coffee  and  grunts  monosyllables  there  is  a 
whirring  overhead  and  No.  3  returns,  ioudlv 
demaiKhng  a  fresh  su])ply  of  bombs  wil'h 
which  to  put  an  artistic  iinish  to  a  row  of 
blazing  oil-tanks. 

They  climb  into  their  machines  jigain 
.-md  lean  hack  resting,  while  the  finishing 
'o'X'lx'^  (which  sonielnn.s  come  ])ctwecn 
lib-  nnd  death)  are  put  to  I  he  machines  and 
lli.M-  (Kadly  freight.  Then  once  more  thev 
soar  uj)  info  the  nigld. 

Dawn    is    breaking   \\i,ei!    \o.    i    returns 
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tired-cycd,  and  more  monosyllabic  tlian 
ever.  Il  came  oil'  all  riglit,  ])ut  No.  3  had 
seemed  to  lose  control  and  slid  down  the 
beam  of  a  searchlight  with  sliells  and  balls 
of  retl  lire  (some  new  slunt,  he  siippo:;ed) 
bursting  all  about  her.  IFov/ever,  sjic  got 
her  bombs  off  first,  and  touched  up  somc- 
liiing  that  sent  a  flame  200  feet  into  the 
air.  He  himself  bombed  a  group  of  search- 
lights tiiiit  were  annoying  hiu!,  und  some 
trucks  in  a  railway  siding.  The  speaker 
has  a!i  ugly  shrapnel  woimd  in  the  thigh 
and  observes  with  grave  humour  that  his 
boots  are  full  of  blood — this  is  a  Navy  joke, 
by  the  way.  Also  that  he  could  do  with  a 
drink. 

But  it  came  off  all  right. 

Now  tlic  seaplanes,  who  undertake  nnieh 
the  same  sort  of  job,  keep  pigs,  ;uul  eon- 
tem])late  their  stern  mission  with  an  extin- 
guishabh;  and  fat!) omlcss  sense  of  hmnour. 
This  tnay  be  accounted  for  by  tiie  fact  that 
in  life  and  death  they  are  more  in  touch 
with  the  native  element  of  the  Navv-that- 
Floats  and  share  much  of  its  ligiit-hearted- 
ness  in  consequence. 

Aerial  gymnastics  are  not  in  I  heir  line. 
They  light  when  they  must,  atul  thestraight- 
est  shot  wins.      If  hit,  uidess  liopeKssly  out 
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of  control,  llu'V  take  to  tlie  water  like  a 
woiiiuled  duck.  If  the  damage  is  beyond 
temporary  repair  they  sit  on  the  surface 
and  pray  for  the  dawn  and  a  tow  from  a 
friendly   destroyer. 

No    aerial    adventure    is    ever    recounted 
(and    the    array    of    medal    ri})bons    round 
their  mess  (able  is  witness  to  the  quality  of 
these  blindfold  llifrhts)  without  its  humorous 
aspect  well-nigh  obliterating  all    else.     One 
who  fought    a   Zeppelin   single-handed   with 
a     Webley-Scott    pistol    and     im])recations 
found    himself    immortalised    only    in    the 
pages  of  a  magazine  of  Puck-like   humour 
they    publish    (Fate   and    funds   })ernutting) 
monthly.     Another,   disabled   on   lh(>   water 
off  aji  <iiemy's  port,  succeeded  in  getting  his 
engine  gt)ing  as  the  crew  of  an  arm(ri  trawh'r 
were  leaning  over  the  bows  with  boat-hooks 
to    secure    him.     lie    rose    from    tiie    water 
beneath   their  outstretched    hands,   and    re- 
called   with    breathless    merriment    nothing 
but    the    astonishment    on    their    Teutonic 
faces.     A  third,  sitnilarly  disabled,  was  aj)- 
proached  on  llic  surface  by  a  German  sub- 
marine.     lie  raked  her  d(  ;  k  with  his  Lewis 
gun    and   kept    her   at    bay— by    the   simple 
c\pedici»t    of   picking    off    every    head    that 
appeared     nhove     her    comiing-tower     until 
she    wearied    of    the    sport     and    withdrew. 
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From  a  seaplane  point  of  view  it  was  a 
pretty  jest. 

At  the  conelusic  •  of  a  day's  aerial  fighting 
on  the  Somnie  front  a  certain  ofiicer  of 
the  Navy-t hat-Flies  was  asked  how  he  felt 
about  it. 

'"  VVa-al  ..."  he  drawled,  and  paused, 
groping  in  liis  mind  for  metaphor.  "  It's 
jest  like  stealing  candy  from  a  kid." 

Making  rJl  allowances  for  poetic  licence, 
this  is  a  very  fair  illustration  of  the  spirit 
in  which  tiie  Navy-t  hat-Flies  went  about 
the  business.  On  the  other  hand  there 
were  a  few  who  took  a  graver  \  lew  of  their 
responsibilities. 

Among  the  {)ossessi()ns  of  one  of  the 
naval  squadrons  co-operating  with  the  Army- 
that-Flies  along  the  front  is  a  foolscap 
manuscript  notebook  bearing  the  suj)er- 
scription  Notes  on  Aerial  Fighthif^.  Tlic 
youthful  author  of  these  notes  will  never 
handle  either  pen  or  "joy-stick"  again, 
bul  he  has  left  behind  hin\  a  document 
thai  is,  in  its  way,  one  of  the  epics  of  war 
literature.  It  has  since  been  printed  (in 
expurgated  form),  and  has  doul)tless  found 
its  way  into  textbooks  and  treatises  on  the 
subject.  Hut  to  l)e  appreciated  to  tiie 
full  it  sjiould  be  read  in  tlie  original  round, 
rather   boyish   handwriting,    within   hearinc 
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of  tlie  continuous  nnirniur  of  the  British 
guns  and  tlie  drone  of  a  scoutinff  ho-hter 
passing  overhead. 

It  contains  ten  comniandnients,  \vhich, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons,  i^eed  not  be  re- 
eapituhiied  iiere.  But  the  introduction 
epitomises  tlie  sj^irit  of  thicm  all : 

"The   man   who  gets   nio^l    lluns   in   liis 


lifetime    is    the 


mnn 


who    observes     these 


commandments  and  lights  witli  his  head. 
The  others  either  get  killed  or  get  nerves 
in  a  very  short  time  and  tlu-  coimtry  does 
not  get  the  full  benelit  of  l-aving  trained 
them." 

The  commandmenls  conclude  with  the 
following  exhortation  :  "  A  very  pleasant 
(sic)  help  in  time  of  trouble  is  to  put  your- 
self in  (lie  enemy's  place  and  view  the 
situation  from  his  point  of  view.  If  you 
''eel  frightened  before  an  attack,  Just  think 
how  frightened  he  must  be  !  " 

Tlie  \avy-t hat-Floats  possesses  for  its 
"pleasant  h(>lp  "  an  awesome  volume  of 
some  [)U]  pages  (iioL  counting  Addenda), 
en(  illed  The  King's  Reguhitiuns  and  Admiralty 
Instructions.  Yet  in  all  its  pjiges  there  is 
not  one  clause  whieh  can  compare  with  this 
brave  sentence:  for  this  is  youth  speaking 
to  youth,  for  the  guidance  and  comfort  of 
his  soul. 
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Now  in  one  of  Ihc  squadrons  of  the  Navy- 
tliac-Flics  tiiere  are  tlirce  flirrht  leaders, 
and  the  sum  total  of  their  a;?es  is  fi+'ty-nine! 
Tiic  youncrest,  ^vhatevcr  his  birili  certificate 
may  testify,  looks  sonieihintr  under  sixteen. 
Of  iiiin  it  is  related  tJiat  in  his  early  youth, 
havin^ir  brought  tlown  a  hostile  niaehine 
witliin  the  British  lines  and  captured  tlie 
two  occupants  (with  Iron  Crosses  roni- 
plele),  he  approached  a  certain  general, 
d'/nianding  transport  for  his  prisoners- 
covering  tliem  the  v/!ii!c  with  n-,  au.toniatic 
pibtol. 

'•  Transport  ?  "  said  the  general .  •"  ^Vhere 
d'you  want  to  take  them  ?  " 

"To  my  squadron  headquarters,*'  was 
the  grave  rej)ly.  "  I'd  like  lo  keep  *eni  for 
a  hit.     I'd  like  the  others  to  sec  \in." 

"Damn  it"  replied  tJie  General,  "  tlicy 
ain't  canaries.  Certainly  not.  Send  'em 
to  the  cages  with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners." 

The  victor  ilew  sorrowfully  liomewards, 
aid^  on  arrival  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
professioupJ  jealousy  was  the  ruination  of 
liie  Junior  Service.   ,   . 

They  arc  not  givm  (o  talking  over-nnich 
of  their  achievements  in  tli(>  hearing  of  a 
stranger  wilhin  their  gates.  Tiie  second 
youngest  of  the  trio  admitted,  contemplating 
his    cow-hide    boots,    to    have    "  done-in  " 
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twelve  hostile  machines  in  single  combat — 
and   lapsed   into    agonised    silence. 

"  Of  course,"  said  the  third,  coming  to 
the  rescue  of  a  comrade  in  palpable  distress, 
"  N.,  the  star  Frenchman,  is  the  fellow  to 
talk  if  you  want  to  hear  some  good  yarns." 
The  speaker  liad  tlie  grave,  sweet  face  of 
a  medicieva]  knijTht,  and  the  owner  of  the 
cow-hi(l(^  boois  shot  him  a  swift  glance  of 
grain  I  !(!(■. 

"  Ifrs  donr-in  (ifiy  Huns,"  he  confirmed, 
noddinjv. 

II  was  on  t  he  following  day,  as  it  liap])ened, 
thai  Fate  introduced  tiie  Freneiunan  to  the 
Strang.r  within  tiie  Gates  of  the  Xavy-that- 
Flies.  The  flying  man  Unided  on  out-  of 
the  aerodromes  of  tlie  Xavy-t hat-Flies,  a 
florid-faced  young  man,  {•h\d)l)y  and  blue- 
eyed.  Th<'  squadron  strolled  out  to  greet 
him  with  ready  hospitality  aiul  hero-worsliip. 

"  Bon  jour,  X.,"  said  tlie  squadron  eom- 
nmnder.     "  How  qocs  it  ?  " 

The  famous  Frencli  fighting  pilot  swiuht 
himself  out  of  Ills  macliitu'  and  pulled  off 
his  gauntlet.  He  wore,  in  adthtion  to  the 
regulation  Hying  helnuM,  a  bright -blue 
mudhr  wound  wjtli  many  turns  round  the 
U)wer  pari  of  his  face,  and  a  soiled  aqua- 
scutum  with  a  row  of  nu-dal-ribbons  reaching 
half-wav     across     his     lu-rast.       The     uiiwl 


:';Stel!K4iJi:i&JEirBiir;i! 


I^f^^^^i 


•,±  ^aj^ih^ji>dat.jfjiiitfhtf£ 


I 


THE    XAVY-TIIAT-ILIES       115 

flultcred  its  skirls,  disclosing  a  pair  of  tight 
red  breeches  above  top-boots  of  a  light 
yellow.  As  an  arldition.il  protection  against 
tiie  cold  his  IVef  were  encased  in  fur 
moccasins.  He  greeted  the  Navy-tliat-Flies 
in  rapid  Frciicli  and  ilirew  their  ranks  inio 
so; lie  disorder. 

"  Translate,  George,"  saitl  the  squadron 
commander. 

"  He  says  lie's  on  siek  leave,"  explained 
one  of  the  host<^.  "  He's  just  flying  to  keep 
ids  eye  in.  He  scuppered  live  Bodies  last 
week." 

"  6'/,"  said  the  Frenchman,  n>    UVr,]^,  ond 
held  up  his  hand  with  outstretched  lii'i<nrs 
''Cinq!''  "       " 

"  Good  oi  you,  old  sport,"  said  tlie 
squadron  coninuuider.  .They  shook  hands 
again,  and  the  remainder  clustered  rather 
curiously  roiuid  the  sinister  machine  with 
the  black  skull  and  cross-bones  adorning  its 
fusilage. 

"  Makes  one  sorl  of  sorry  for  the  Hun, 
doesn't  it  ?  "  snitKone  musingly. 

"(irorge,"  said  another,  "ask  him  what 
that  doo-hickif  on  the  muzzle  of  his  gun's 
for."  lie  iiulicated  a  detail  on  the  mount- 
ing. 

Tiie  Freiu'liman  ex|)l;nn((l  at  some  length, 

-  i  •■  -  "-  ^  ■-  ■     :  ■  •  <  =^  I  i '  i  v  i  V ■(  i . 


pf 


no        THE    XAVY-TIiAT-I  LIES 

"  Ban  !  "  said  the  squadron  comniaiidcr. 

"  Oui,"  said  the  Froiichniaii,  "  ires  hoji  ! 
You     =avc     not     Qe\~cette— comment     dites 
voiis  .?— duo-hickie  ?     No  ?  " 
^    "  No,"  was  the  reply,  "  mais  nous  bloom- 
ing \vell  a. Ions- "' 

Tiic  Frenchman  presently  el  imbed  back 
into  jiis  machine  and  took  liis  departure. 
Tlie  squadron  connnandcr  summoned  his 
elnef  armourer,  and  for  a  while  deep  called 
io  deq). 

"He's  a  red-hot  lad,  tliat  Frenchman," 
said  ilie  >quadron  commander,  ulien  tiie 
clii- f  armourer  had  gone.  "  I  fancy  he  only 
came  down  to  let  us  see  that  doo-hickie  of 
his  on  iiis  gun.  You  ought  to  hear  some 
of  his  yarns  tliougli." 

Tiie  Stranger  within  tlie  Gates  of  the 
Xa\y-tl!at -Flies  gaz^d  after  the  aerial  speck 
against  the  blue  of  heaven,  and  his  soul 
was  gild  within  him,  because  it  was  (dl  the 
purest  XiiA  >•. 

"That's  all  right,"  lie  snid.  '^  But  what 
1  should  like  to  know  is,  what  the  deuce  is 
a  doo-liickio  ?  " 

"A  doo-liiekie  ?  "  replied  tlie  squadron 
commander.  "  A  doo-jiiekie  ?  IFm'm. 
George,  how  would  you  describe  a  doo- 
hiekie  ?  " 

Tiie  ofhecr  apnealcft  to  i.nff,.,!  i.io  ,.^.^  :^ 
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silence  for  a  moment.  "  Wrlj,"  be  said  at 
length,  "'you  know  more  or  less  what  a 
gadget's  like  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

"  And  a  giignv  ?  " 


«.s. 


'■'\\ell,  a  doo-iiickie  is  someifiir,^-  like 
that,  oidy  smoller  as  a  rule." 

Tiiere  was  a  silence.  Then  the  squadron 
commander  leaned  forward  and  fl-fekcd  a 
speck  of  fluff  off  the  shoulder  of  the  Stranger 
within  their  Gates. 

"There  you  arc!"  he  exclaimed  trium- 
phantly—''//avr.9  a  doo-hiekic  !  "* 

•'  Have  a  drink,  anyway,"  said  tlie  ofllcer 
who  answered  to  the  name  of  George, 
soothingly. 

The  Stranger  within  the  G.ites  of  the 
Navy-that-Flies  had  the  drink,  and  from 
then  onwards  forbore  to  ask  aiiy  more 
questions. 

But  he  still  sometimes  wonders  wliat  the 
functions  of  a  doo-hiekie  might  be. 


CHAPTER    IV 


"LEST   WE   F'^IUiET" 

I.    II. M.S.  '  Shark" 

II. M.S.  Shurh,  mnUr  tlu'  cominand  of  Coi.i- 
JTiaiidcr  Loilus   \V.  Jonc^,   v.c.it    into  acliori 
ahout    5. 15  p.m.  on  May  ais(.   TJio    wilh  a 
complenionl  ol"  iiiuct y-onc  (;lliccrs  and  men  ; 
of  that  nnmlxT  only  six  saw  Jnn('  1st  dawn. 
In    spitf    ol'   the   souI-shakin<,r    'xpcricncc 
through  wiiicii   they   pass((i,    iluse  six   men 
have    rcmemh.red    sullicieni    details    of   (he- 
action   'o  enalie  t  lie  foilo-.-nig  ree<»i(l   lo  be 
pieced     toiTclluT.        Many     stinin^r    ;,<•!>     of 
gallantry    and    sejf-saeriliee,    and    mueh    of 
interest   io  the  r.-jaiives  and  tVieiids  of  '.\h>sv 
who   were  losr,    must    ituviiahly    he   Licknig 
from  thisnarr.ilive.      Hut  t  h"  evidence  sjiows 
such  supreme  huni.in  eouraj,'e  and  devotion 
to  duty  in  th<'  faer  oi  dr.iih.  that,  mcomplete 
as  it    is,   II,,.  story   remains   one  kA'  the  mo.st 
},Morious  ni  i  he  ann.iis  of  i  he  \avv. 

At    two  (.■.•lock   ,„,   th;-  arienux.n   of  M;,y 
3ls(    til,.  Shark   and   ihree   olh.r  d(-.lrovers 
Acasla^Ophdia,  .iiid  Christopher,  were  act ijig 
ns  a   suhmarinr  sereen   to  the  Third   Hat  tie 
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('rnisfr  Scjundron,  witli  the  litrhf  (MMiiscrs 
Chester  and  Canterburj/  in  coiDpany,  Thr 
force  was  steaiaiiiijf  on  a  sontlicrly  t-ourse 
in  advance  of  tli<'  British  IJaltle  Elect, 
wliicli  was  erifranrd  in  one  ol'  iJs  periodical 
sweeps  of  the  Xori  li  Sra. 

Ttiis  advance  sipiadroji  w.is  und(  r  Hie 
command  of  Rcar-Adn.irai  I  he  lion.  Horace 
A.  E.  Hood,  C.H.,  M.V.O.,  D.S.O.,  Hying  his 
fl;!<f  in  Invincihle. 

Tiieine.r:  Hat  llcCruisi  r  Fleet  aiid  (lie  Fift  h 
li.it  tic  S(]u;idroi>  wcr-'  eonsidrrahly  fnrtlu  r  !o 
the  southward,  .irri  ;-;  .jvji)  p.in.  iju  light 
cruisers  attached  to  this  force  signalled  hy 
wireless  Ihelirst  itdiniation  that  the  cncniy's 
lieet  was  at  sea.  Suhsecpicnt  r<j)orts  con- 
lirnicd  this,  and  aeiin«r  on  liic  information 
containt  (1  in  tlnse  intercepted  messages, 
Hear-Admiral  Hood  o)'(hr<(l  ijic  sliip's  com- 
piinics  to  "Action  Stations."  ;md  shap<(l 
course  to  intcreepi    thr  advancing  en-Muv. 

At  .'M-S  p.m.  the  IJ.ittle  Crnisrr  Fled  "mmI 
the  l''iflh  '^itth'  S<iua<ir<»n  eiigag<«l  thr 
(icnn.ni  M;iin  Elect  and  turind  iKU-fli  with 
the  ohjcet  of  drawing  the  ciiini}  towards 
the  Hntish  Hatih  Elr(t.  It  must  be  rc- 
luernhcrcd  th.it  a*  this  p<»int  th<-  enemy  was 
prcsuniahly  in  concphlc  ig?iui-:ifice  of  the 
approach  of  thr  Hntish  Mam  Elect.  The 
weather    was    ha/y,    with    v(  .y   It' Me    wind 
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and  patches  of  mist  that  mliUN^d  tlic 
visibility  to  an  extent  that  vnri.d  rmm 
one  to  eio-hi  tniks. 

At  4.1  p.m.  Jl'\u--A.liiui-;iI  Jiood  received 
orders  from  Athniral  Sir  John  J  Ilicoe, 
Coniniander-Jn-Ciiief,  to  proceed  at  ft  ;i  speed 
with  his  squadron  autl  reinforce  ih.,  IJattle 
Cruiser  Fleet;  the  Tliird  Millie  Cru.iser 
Squadron  altered  course  as  necessary,  and 
an  hour  and  a  half  later  tnc  lirst  sounds  of 
firini,'  reached  them  out  of  the  misis  ahead. 

Tiic  lirst  faint  iatcrmittcnt  rsmrnmr  of 
sound  increased  nionientarilv  as  I  he  two 
forces  converfTcd,  and  at  ^.lo'p.m.  fl,c  haze 
on  the  starboard  bow  was  pierced  by  Hashes 
of  gunhre;  a  few  minutes  later  a 'force  of 
German  li<^rht  cruisers  and  destrovers  became 
visible,  heavily  eneaj^'rd  '.vi[h*an  unseen 
op])onent  to  the  westward. 

Fire  was  immediately  opeiud  ai;.l  Hear- 
Admiral  Hood  turned  to  sbubojird.  brinjr. 
ing  the  enemy  on  to  the  p.-ii  b,,\v  ,,\'  !,7s 
squadron.  Tliree  light  cruisers,  a  ih.iiHa 
leader,  and  ten  tlestroyc  rs  \ycrc  now  \  isibic, 
the  latter  apparcnlly   turning  to  i.Mineh   a 

torpedo  attack  upon  the  Third  H;itth' Cn.iscr 
Squadron.     The    four   destroyers    who    had 
hitherto  been  disposed  ui  two  sidnhvisitms 
one  on   each   bow    of  the   IniincihU;    were 
thereupon    ordered    to   attack    (he    enemy. 
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Led  l)y  Conunandov  LofUis  Joiics  in  the 
Shark,  the  division  swnn<T  round,  and  Imrled 
itself  at  the  German  i'oree,  opening  fire  \s[[]\ 
every  gun  tiial  ^vould  bear. 

In  t  lie  nieanwiiilet  lie  enemy  opened  a  heavy 
thougii  ili-direeled  lire  on  (he  battle  eruisers. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  salvos  were  falling 
short,  and  the  British  destroyers  had  in 
consequence  to  advance  throuo-Ji  a  ])arraf'e 
of  lire  whieli  snrr<ninded  theiii  ow  all  sides 
with  eolinnns  of  water  and  bi.rsling  sju  II. 

In  spile  of  (h'ir  numerical  supcriorily. 
I  he  (iciTiu'.n  dcslrovtr-i  lurned  aw;:\'  in  I  jic 
face  of  this  determinetl  onslaught,  and  Com- 
mander Lofliis  Jones,  saiisliid  Ihat  lh<- 
iidendcd  lorj-x^do  allaek  on  li<ar-Admir.d 
Hood's  srpuuh'oii  h;id  bin  ii  iVustralcd,  ami 
having  hrcd  two  of  Ids  three  iorjxdo.v, 
turned  sixtf.i)  points  to  regain  liis  posilitin 
on  tlie  bow  of  llic  Invincible.  The  remain- 
ing Ihree  d<  str()y<'rs  fuliowc  d  in  his  wnke. 

Thi\'(>  (icrniaii  l).iil|<>  ri-nisci's  liad  lh<n 
aj)j)ea-'cd  out  of  I  In-  mid  in  snj)porl  ol"  1  he 
ent'my  li;rl>t  ernjscrs,  and  t  h<-  gillani  (hxisjon, 
with  SIku/c  al  ihcir  hrad.  lurned  luider  a 
eoneenlr;ih(l  dt  luge  of  sIhIIs  from  the  eidirc 
(itrman   force. 

A  fraguii  nl  of  a  piojt'cl  ilc  strm-k  the 
Shiirk''s  wheel,  shallcriug  il,  and  wounchnc 
the  coxswain,    I'cltv    ()ni((  r  (inllji).   oi,    Hie 
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ri.iht  hand.  The  cnptsiin  immediately 
ordered  Hie  after  wheel  to  be  manned  atid 
followed  the  eoxswain  down  the  ladder  to 
the  slu'll-torn  nj>per-deek  to  eon  the  ship 
Irom  aft.  The  yeoman  of  sitrnals,  Petty 
Ollieer  Hanhan),  who  up  to  tiiis  point  had 
been  tiie  third  occupant  of  the  briflue, 
hurried  lifter  th<'  eaj)t;  ' 

The  enemy  were  uow         -(r  shrapnel,  and 
the  captain    \'         wounded  in   the  thigh   ;.nd 
face  as  he  reached  the  bottoni  of  tjic  laddc  r. 
lie  stumbled   afi,  endeavouring  to  staimeh 
the  ilow  of  bloi.d  with   his  hands,  to  lind  on 
reaching  I  he   engine-nx.iu    lialchway   that    a 
slicll   had  bursi    inside  |  he  engine-room,  and 
the  main  engines  and  steei-ing  gcnr  were  com- 
pletely   dis.ibh.d.      The  coxswain  had    b(  en 
strnck  at  thr  same  time  as  (he  captaii),  and 
dropped  ins<n -ible  from  a  wound  in  f  Im'  liead. 
The   loremosl    gun,   under    (he  eonmiand   of 
Snb-Lieulcnant  Vance,  jiad  been  blown  away, 
and  only  (mk    survivor  of  its  crew  hiy   badjy 
wounded  anud   I  he  \\reekag<', 

Thr  .S7/^//A-  was  fhoi  lymg  with  disabled 
engines  helpless  under  a  heavy  lire,  and 
Lieuleii.uil-l"<)iumaiider.J..liti  ().  I{;.rron,  who 
eonunanded  th.'  .tmsht,  and  had  be.-n  second 
m  the  lin<.  gallanlly  brought  his  destroyer 
between  i  h<  S/ki,/:  ;md  Mm-  enemy's  lire, 
:v\<\  signalled   lo  :,sk    if  hi'  could   be  r^f  M.nv 
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assistance.  The  oaptain  of  tlic  Shark  was 
tlicn  aff,  chccriiij,'  and  cncor.ra<fing  the  crews 
of  tlic  midship  aiid  after  guns.  The  yeoman 
of  signals,  wlio  remai!ied  at  liis  side,  read 
t'.H?  signal  and  reported  it  to  the  captain, 
who  replied,  "No.  Tell  him  to  look  after 
himself  and  not  get  sun.k  over  us." 

The  yeoman  of  signals  aee(n'dingly  s^nia- 
p!iored  Conmiand'r  Jones's  last  signa.l  to  !  he 
division  under  Ins  orders,  and  the  Acasta 
followcil  in  the  wake  of  the  other  two  boats 
wjiieh  were  rejoming  the  battle  cruisers. 

It  is  pr(»bable  that  at  this  jiiicturc  Hear- 
Admiral  Hood  sighted  t!u-  lirilisii  Baltic 
Cruiser  Fleet,  which  he  had  been  ord(  red 
to  reinforce,  and  |)rocceded  to  carry  out 
his  oiders.  The  Third  Hattlc  Cruis<  r 
Squadron  vanished  into  the  mist,  and  the 
«  nemy  (loscd  jn  upon  the  Shark,  whicii  lay 
rolling  he|j)l(-<sly  iw  the  swell,  bh-zing  dc- 
lianer  tVom   her  after  .md   ;nidship  gnns. 

The  after  gun  was  almosi  inimediaU  l\  put 
oni  of  action  an<l  its  crew  killed  and  wounded. 
Amid  a  hail  of  shrapnel  bnllels  an<l  living 
spi;nt<  rs  the  spare t orJ)edo^v;ls  hoisted  oft  I  he 
raik,  and,  under  t  he  direct  ions  o|"  f  he  ciipjain, 
was  b(  niglaunch<  d  int  o  I  he  t  nbe,  u  hen  it  was 
struck  by  a  sjiell  ;in<l  burst  with  a  violent 
explosion,  causing  heavy  casualties. 

ih<      niKisinj)    one,     now 
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remained  in  aetion.  The  ship  was  settling 
down  l)y  the  bows  and  every  monient  siie 
shuddered  with  tlic  irnpaet  of  a  fresh  hit. 
Tlie  riven  upper-deek  v>as  a  shnnibles,  and 
the  dead,  niintrled  witli  shattered  wrreknge, 
were  blown  hither  and  thither  by  tlic  i)last 
of  exphnlinfr  shell.  Projeetiles,  pitehing 
short,  llun;,'  great  eohunns  of  water  into  the 
air,  or  passed  screaming  ovvih-ad;  the 
upper-works  were  riddhd  by  splinters  from 
burst mg  salvos. 

One  by  one  the  woundevl  crawled  })r(»kenly 
into  the  lee  of  the  casings  nad  fnmiels  in 
pitifiil  attempts  to  liiui  slielter ;  among 
them  knelt  the  devoted  lignre  f  the  snr*^ 
geon  (Surgeon-Proba«ioner  llobert  Walker, 
R.X.V.R.),  en(K'avonriiig  si)i^h-.hand( d  to 
eo])e  with  Ins  gallant,  hopeless  task.  \Vh(  ii 
last  seen  he  was  b.-mdaging  a  man  wjio  liad 
lost  a  hand  when  the  torpedo  exj)lode(l.  He 
was  lluMi  himself  severely  wounded,  aiul  was 
apparently  shortly  al'lerwords  killed. 

The  enrmy  had  then  elos((|  j,,  to  a  range 
of  about  1.500  yards;  the  survivors  of  the 
cngm.-rooiM  staff  h;.,j  ^nwv  on  deck  and  the 
eaj)taiii  on!,  r.d  Ih,"  collision-mats,  to  be 
placed  ov.  r  the  shot-holes,  and  everv 
atlempl  1.)  br  made  to  phig  them  and  ke,p 
liu-  ship  alloat.     Tins  was  ace,,rdij.gly  done 
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T.  Donncll,  the  first  lieutenant,  \vho  nppcrrs 
lO  have  been  still  \inwonndcd,  and  main- 
tained a  cheering  spirit  of  indomitable  pluck 
to  the  last.  The  coxswain,  avIio  had  recovered 
consciousness,  tliougli  JiMlf-blinded  by  blood 
from  his  wound,  sujierintcnded  a  party 
who  under  the  ca]")tai!i's  orders  were  t\irning 
out  the  boats  and  endeavouring  lo  launch 
liic  rafts.  The  boats  ''v«.i\  smashed  by 
siiell-lirt.  \vliile  si  ill  al  {lie  davits,  but  three 
rafts — two  regiilation  life-sa.vijig  ral'is.  and 
an  extemporised  alfair  of  four  barrclb  la-^hed 
together — were  placed  in  the  water. 

Ill  the  meanwliile  the  mid^iiip  gun,  under 
I  he  eonunand  o*'  ^Iidshij):iian  T.  Sinith, 
U.X.K.,  maintained  a  steady  lire.  The  stock 
of  percussion  tul)es  threatened  to  run  short 
al  ()!ir  time,  and  the  gunner,  Mr.  \V.  Gale, 
though  severely  wouiided.  crawled  down  lie- 
low  and  fetclu  d  a  fri'^h  'upply,  shortly  after 
which  he  was  kilhd.  Leading  Signalman 
llodgi'lts,  who  had  been  previously  working 
as  o;u'  of  l\\v  anmuniition  sujiply  ]iarty, 
was  blown  (»verboard  by  the  (X])lo,ion 
of  a  shell ;  a  I'ew  minutes  later  his  dripj)ing 
ligurc  apjM'ar<'d  over  the  rail,  and  he  coDlly 
resumed  his  work  :  by  some  curious  freak 
of  chance  he  \vas  again  blown  overbo.-ird  hv 
the  blast  of  a  shell,  but  again  heeh.uilxred 
biiek  io  JUS  plaee  o]  duly,  and  Jus  deatii. 
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Tlic   crow  of  tlio    midsliip    gun  was  uUi- 
malely  reduced  to  two  men,  A})le   Seaman 
Howell,    tl.e    gunlayer,    and    Able    Seaman 
Hope.     The    midshipman    trained    the    ^nn 
while  Hope  loaded  and  Howell   fired.     The 
captain  stood   beside  the  gun    giving  (hem 
the   range,    heariening  tlie  remna;;!  "of  U,*- 
crow  by  his  example  of  eoMl  eouragr.    Howell 
wlu)  had  been  severeh;  wounrled,  evenlually 
dropped  from  loss  of  b]o.„I.  and  tlie  eaptain 
took    his    plaee.      A    mome-d    later    he    ua'^ 
linnself  strnek    by    a    shell,    v.hieh    took    of 
Jus   right   leg  above  th<,  kiie(  . 

He  lay  on  i  he  deck  in  the  rear  of  the  (n,.. 
while  I  hr  eoxswain  and  a  chi-,  Tstoker,  named 

HamiM.-lI,  bei  ween  them -mpijvised  a  tourni- 
quet Irom  a  pieee  of  rope  and  fragment  of 
wood.  While  they  were  endeavouring  to 
slop  I  he  bleeding,  Commander  Loftus  J.mes. 
in  the  words  of  an  eyewitness  v.  ho  survived' 
"gentleman  and  eaptain  as  ]w  was,"'  eon- 
tmuvd  lo  direet    the  tiring  of  the  gun. 

In  all  history  the  unquenehable  spirit  of 
m.n  has  rarely  triumphed  so  completelv 
over  sh.it tend  nerves  and  'uxlv.  As  his 
Strong;  h  ebbed,  Commander  Lofins  Jones 
sooms  to  hav;'  been  overtaken  bv  IV;, r  les! 
the  ship  should  fall  into  thr  hamjs  of  the 
enemy,  and  seeing  the  (Jerman  desln.vers 
ai>proaelung.   h,-  g.,ve  onhrs  fur  11m    .S7/,/;/, 
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to  be  sunk.  A  moment  later,  liow.vcr,  the 
gun  fired  anolhcr  round;  and  apjiarcnilv 
realising  thai  the  sh-p  was  still  eapahle  of 
further  resistance,  he  cotmteriuanded  the 
order,  adding  "  Figltt  the  ship  !  '" 

The  gaff  on  t!ie  mainmast  at  whieh  tiic 
Ensigii  was  llown  had  b.'^n  })rok(Mi  })y  a 
shol,  ;uul  tiic  ll;ig  Innig  jini])  against  the 
mast.  The  mind  of  the  captain  nuist  have 
ttirnrd  at  the  hist  to  thai  (  lublem  of  all  he 
wa^  (1/ing  for  so  galhudly.  for  prescnily  he 
asked  faintly  what  had  ha])ptned  to  the 
fl:ig.  One  of  liie  men  tending  jiim  replied 
that  it  iiad  been  siiot  away,  and  in  great 
distress  he  ordered  r.nother  to  be  hoistetl 
inunediately. 

Able  S  \iman  Ilopr  accordingly  left  the 
gun,  and  eliin])ing  up,  detached  the  ensign 
and  ha!\ded  it  tlown  to  Midshipiuan  Smith, 
who  bent  it  on  to  a  fresh  pair  of  halyards 
and  hoisted  it  at  the  yard-arm.  The  caj)tain. 
seeing  it  once  more  flying  clear,  said,  "That's 
good,'"  and  appeared  content. 

Tii<'  end  was  now  drawing  very  near. 
The  bows  )f  the  Shark  had  sunk  until  the 
foremo-t  funnel  was  awash,  and  the  waves 
were  lapping  over  the  waterlogged  hull. 
Seeing  that  (wo  German  destroyers  had 
aj)j)r()  lehed  to  within  a  few  iuuulred  yards 
wdh  iiic  evident  iidcidion  of  administcrins 
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the  coup  de  grace,  Conininndcr  Loftus  Jones 
gave  liis  last  order  to  the  ship's  compaiiy, 
"  Save  yourselves  !  " 

He  was  helped  into  the  water  by  the 
coxswain  and  a  minib'.r  of  others  who  liad 
tended  him  devotedly  iifter  he  received  his 
mortal  wound,  and  floated  clear  of  the  ship 
with  the  support  of  a  life-bolt.  The  re- 
mainder of  tiie  crew,  to  the  uuniber  of  about 
a  score,  swam  to^vards  the  rafts  and  pieces 
of  fl'Viting  VsTeekafie. 

Two  torpedoes  struck  the  Shark  aniid- 
shijis  almost  siniultaneously.  With  a 
muilled  ex])losion  she  lurched  violently  to 
starboard,  llinginrr  overboard  the  dead  and 
wounded  who  s!ill  remained  on  deck.  Her 
stern  rose  until  it  Avas  almost  perpendicular 
and  she  sank  with  colours  flyinfr.  about  an 
hour  and  a  hali'  afler  fii-inrf  her  hrst  shot. 

Stoker  l>etty  Ofiied"  ^Eilleul  and  Able 
Seaman  Smith  sueeeeded  in  ])laein(T  the 
ca])tain  on  the  raft  of  barrels,  wlierc^  they 
prop])ed  him  in  a  sitting  position  with  the 
aid  of  life])elts  and  buoys.  While  this  was 
being  done  the  captain  attempted  to  smile, 
and  shook  his  head,  saving.  "  It's  no  fjood 
lads."  ' 

Stoker  J'elty  OlTicer  Eilleul  remained  by 
the  captain,  and  Able  Seaman  Smith  swaili 
to  one  of  the  otiier  rafts  on  which  tlie  cox- 
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swain,  Petty  Officer  Griffin,  ( hief  Stoker 
Newcombe,  Yeoman  of  Signals  lianham, 
Stoker  Swan,  and  Able  Seamen  Hope  and 
Howell  liad  succeeded  in  crawling.  Tlie 
tlu-ee  rafts  drifted  witliin  sight  of  eacli  other 
tlirough  the  long  nortliern  summer  twilight. 
Siiortly  after  the  Shark  sank,  the  British 
battle  cruisers  swept  past  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  captain  asked  if  tlie  pursuing 
slu'ps  were  Britisli.  Filleul  replied  that  they 
were,  and  the  captain  said.  "  Thafs  good  !  " 
Xot  long  afterwards  his  head  fell  for- 
ward and  his  gallant  spirit  J  led. 

The   second   life-saving  raft   Jiad   br-en   so 
damaged   by    shell-lire   that    only    two   men 
could  be  accommodated  \\\um  it.     TJie  two 
most   severely   wounded  (one    of   them    ha.d 
lost  a  leg)  wei-e  helped  on  to  it  by  a  number 
of  others  who  themselves  clung  to  the  edge, 
among  them  being  the  first  lieuteiKnit.     Able 
Seaman  Smitli.   on  the  other  raft,  lealising 
that  the  majority  were  badly  wounded,  and 
being  himself  only  slightly  luirt.  swam  over 
to   render    wliat    assistance    lie   could.     The 
first  lieutenant,  who  had  unfailingly  cheered 
and    comforted    the    stricken    little    })and, 
presently  asked  if  any  could  still  sing,  and 
then,   without  faltering,   himself  began  : 

"Nearer,  my  Cd,  (o  Tluo." 

Those  who  had  the  strength  joined  in  as 
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they  clung  siibmerprod  up  to  tlieir  shoulders 
in  the  iey  water,  almost  unrecognisable  from 
the  thick  hlaek  oil  wliich  floated  on  the 
surface :  and  so.  one  by  one.  death  over- 
took them.  Able  Seaman  Smith  alone 
survived  more  than  a  couple  of  hours. 

While  it  was  still  hght  the  British  Battle 
Fleet  was  sighted  through  the  mists,  and 
the  drenched,  haggard  figures  on  the  other 
raft  eiieered  it  as  it  passed  five  miles  away. 
With  indomital'le  optimism  thev  all  cluno: 
to  the  hope  of  a  speedy  rescue,  and  Able 
Seaman  Howell  semajihored  across  the  waste 
of  water  "  We  are  liritish,"  in  tlu  liope  that 
it  would  be  rend  by  one  of  the  distant  ships. 

The  twilight  deepened  into  dusk,  and 
the  raft  on  which  Able  Seaman  Smith  alone 
survived  was  lost  to  sigiit.  The  six  occu- 
pants Oi  ,l;e  other  sat  with  thv-  \.  's  wash- 
ing over  them,  nursing  their  wounds  and 
del)atiiig  the  prospects  of  being  pieked 
uj).  Tile  yeonnn  of  signals  ranil)led  into 
dehrium  at  times,  and  finally  said.  '■  I 
must  have  a  sleep.  .  .  .  J.et  me  get  my 
head  down." 

Able  Seaman  Iloi)e  attempted  to  dissuade 
him.  but  without  avail.  ''  1  must  .sleep." 
he  insisted  pathetically,  and  as  he  stretched 
himself  in  the  bottom  of  the  raft  the  ruling 
instinct  of  the  Service  came  back   throu<di 
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the  mists  of  death.  "  Give  ns  a  shake  if 
the  captain  wants  anytiiing."  he  said,  and 
his  loyal  spirit  passed  to  join  that  of  his 
captain. 

Shortly  before  midnight  the  distant  lights 
of  a  steamer  were  sighted.  Able  Seaman 
Howell  then  remembered  for  the  first  tinu- 
that  he  had  fastened  a  Holmes  light  with 
wire  on  one  of  the  rafts  a  few  da\s  previously  . 
Steadying  himself  with  diflieulty  on  the 
j)iteliing  raft,  he  fumbled  along  the  edge  and 
presently  found  the  little  tin  cylinder  that 
was  to  prove  their  salvation.  With  the 
last  remnants  of  his  failing  strength  he 
wrenched  the  nipple  oJT,  and  Ihe  carbide, 
ignited  with  thr  water  that  wasiied  over 
them,  bm-nt  with  a  bright  dare.  They 
waved  it  frantically  and  tried  to  shout  : 
l)u»:  ti.e  flare  had  been  seen,  ami  presently 
out  of  the  darkness  loomed  the  hull  of  the 
Danish  s.s.  T'ifJar.  Her  captain  broughi 
the  ship  alongside  the  raft,  and  one  of  her 
boats,  which  had  already  picked  up  Able 
Seaman  Smith  off  his  raft,  presently  rejonied 
them. 

All  survivors  have  testified  to  the  jiigli 
courage  of  Able  Seaman  Hojx\  Through- 
out the  whole  ordeal  his  plucky  personality 
came  constantly  to  the  fore,  and  he  alone 
retained    strength    t(      :limb    on    board    the 
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Vidar  unaided:  od  icacliinnf  ii,c  upper- 
deck  he  refused  lo  go  below  or  receive  any 
attention  until  the  remainder  of  his  ship"- 
niates  liad  bien  lioist(>d  on  hoard. 

The  Vidar  cruised  in  the  vicinity  for  up- 
wards of  two  hours  in  I  lie  jiope  of  })iekinir 
np     further    survivors,     and    Stoker     IMly 
OfTicer    Filleul    was    seen    lloatintr    on     I  he 
water  and  rescied  as  lie  Avas  losing  conscious- 
ness.    Xo  fmthcr  traces  of  the  Shnrlrfi  crew 
were  found,  however,  and  the  Vidar  shaped 
course    for    jiull.     (in    tiie    passage    Chief 
Stoker  Xcweonihe.   who   liad  been  wounch-d 
al    the   coninieneenicnt    of   llio   action,    suc- 
cunil)e(i    to    exhaustion    in    spite    of    every 
endeavour  to  save  his  life. 

His  Majesty  ilu>  Kiuff,  in  recognition  of 
the  valour  i)f  the  captain,  oflicers.  and  men 
or  the  Shark,  granted  Commander  holtus 
\V.  Jones  the  only  posthumous  lionour  that 
can  be  awarded  in  either  Servit-e.  the  A'ietoiia 
Cross.  'I'lic  ,ix  surA  ivors.  each  of  wlx.ni  had 
played  his  part  with  tin  utmost  gallantry, 
were  decorated  with  the  Pistinguisjud  Ser- 
'.  ice  Medal. 

A  iVw  weeks  after  the  action  I  In-  fislur- 
nien  of  the  hi  He  \  illnge  of  Fiskebackskie 
nn  the  ,.(mst  of  Sweden,  found  washed  ashore 
the  body  of  (  ouuuander  I,oflus  \V.  .I,.n<s, 
V.C.      It    was   l)uried    in    the 
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yard  on    June  24tii,    with   every  token   of 
sympathy  and  reverence. 


If.    II.?.r.    Destroyers    "Swift"   and 
"Uroke  " 

1f>l7  found  the  German  public  menially 
ill  the  position  of  a  man  waiting  to  be 
hanged.  Any  distraction  was  better  than 
the  contemplation  of  llu-  future. 

The  aim  of  destroyer  raids  on  Calais  and 
Dover  was  primarily  to  afford  the  German 
populace  this  distraction.  At  the  Morsl  it 
was  intended  to  provide  headlines  in  (he 
newsjiapers  tiiat  bore  some  semblance  of 
naval  success,  and  tiic  determination  of 
tlie  (lerman  (Government  to  insure  thes(^ 
headUncs,  regardless  of  their  relation  to 
facts,  can  l«e  best  seen  by  a  comparison 
between  the  British  and  (ierman  ollieial 
communiques  of  such  actions. 

A  merely  spectacular  performance  could 
usually  be  bouplit  cheaply  eiuniph.  The  two 
(ierinan  destrover  bases  within  strikini?  dis- 
tanee  of  the  British  coast  are  /e(  bruppe  and 
Ostend.  The  latter  is  approyimately  the  same 
distance  from  Dover  as  Brighton  is.  Once 
clear  of  ti  (ir  minefields  on  a  chosen  ni^jht 
a  Germa?'.  force  is  in  tii.-  unique  position  of 
knowing  that  every  single  object  encountered 
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aHoat  is  an  onemy.  Homing  nicrcliant  traffic 
and  patrolling  vessels,  manned  by  S(  men 
whose  vigilanee  lias  been  suhicctcd  to  the 
unrelaxed  tensi(,n  of  nearh"  three  years' 
sea-going  nnder  war  eondilions,  can  be 
fired  on  at  sight. 

A  swift  dash  through  ll„.  darkness,  with 
a  hngrr  tuitehing  on  tlic  irii,m,.r  of  every 
grim  ;  any  spot  in  thirtv-livc  n'liies  ofJJritish 
coastline  d.eided  upon  befoivhand  ean  be 
reached  in  a  couple  of  hours,  ilhimined  in 
ten  seconds  by  star-shell  for  tlie  few  minutes 
required  for  a  futile  bombardment  of  English 
soil— and  the  desired  result  is  achieved."^ 

One   disadvantage    alone    i^    against    (;er- 
many.    and   il    is  one   whieli    mav    be   born- 
in  mind  at  a  tim.    when  Iheiv  is"a  (eud.ncy 
to  regard  surface  sea-power  as  an  anaehroii- 
'sm.      A     raider    disabled    outside    tiie    p,o- 
t<ction  of  Cerman  minefields  is  a  raider  lost 
Nothing  ean   venture  to  her  succour  wilhJu 
the  ureas  of  the  successive  Aili((l  eommands 
along  the  Channel.     Whore   she  is  crippled 
"'«>•'■    slic    must    lie.     and,     cventuallv,     be 
eapluK.I.        \     raidinj.     ,j,.s|rov,.r     f,„-ee     jf 
euughl.  must   Iherefore  end.avour  to  escape 
at  all  costs. 

This  is  a  consideration  i,.,|  without  in- 
""<■"<■<'  "!  destroy<T  methods  of  ;,||..nk  mimI 
»'"•   contrast   belwee,,    IJnIish   ...ul   (..rnian 
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tactics  and  traditions  was  never  b'^tter 
demonstrated  than  on  the  night  of  April 
20 -'21st,  1017. 

The  movements  of  the  German  raiding' 
force  on  the  night  of  April  2()th  may  or 
may  not  have  been  those  described  in  the 
Cierman  coinmuniqui'.  In  neither  ease  liave 
they  any  ijearing  uj)()n  subsecpient  events. 
The  liritish  destroyer  haders  S'iCiff  and 
lirokf.  on  \\\\.A\\  patrol  in  the  Chamiel,  \\\re 
proceeding  on  a  westerly  conrse,  when,  at 
12.10  a.m.  [hcStcift  sighted  an  enemy  Hot  ilia, 
on  the  port  l)ow,  proceeding  in  the  t)pposite 
tlireetion  at  high  speed.  The  night,  thoiigh 
calm,  was  intensely  dark,  and  \vhen  lirst 
sighted  the  eiiem;.  wcic  \\i!hin  000  \  ;irds 
range.  Sinndtaneously  tiie  lire-gongs  on 
board  tiie  (ierman  destroyers  were  heard 
to  rifiple  down  the  line  and  in  a  blaze  of 
ilashcs  they  opened   lir   . 

'I'he  <S7( /'//  instantly  re})li( d.  and  the  com- 
manding ollleer.  Commamhr  Ambrose  M. 
Peek,  tleeiiled  withont  hesilalion  to  ram  the 
leading  enemy  destroyer.  At  his  ordir  the 
wheel  was  wrenched  ronnd.  and  the  Sicifl, 
with  every  oeenpant  of  lur  bridge  tem- 
poiarily  blinded  by  Hashes,  dro\  e  straight 
for  the  enemy. 

Now  it  nmst  be  realis((l  tjial  I  he  opera- 
tion of  ramming  one  of  a  line  of  destroyers, 
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dashing  tiirrn-rh  pitch  darkness  at  between 
Iwonty  anc      iiirty  knots,  is  an  exceodinolv 
ddicate   one.     .\n    initial    niiscalcnlation'c;!' 
a  few  degrees  ui'  helm,  a  i'ew  revolutions  of 
the    propellers    more    or    less,    spell    failure 
Failure  max .  and  probably  does,  nuan  bein- 
rannned  by  the  next  boat  in  the  eneniv  line^ 
llie  Su'ift  missed,    but  shot   through  the 
line    unscathed.     She    turned    like    a    hawk 
upon    a    quarry    and,     in     turninjr,     neallv 
torpedoed   another  buat    in  the  line.     Again 
she  dashed  at  the  leadu.,;  boat,  wiiieh  once 
.norc  ehided  her,  and,  without  firing  anoth.er 
^hot,    made    off    into    the    darkm'ss    at    inil 
speed  wilh  the  Sxvi/l  in  i)ursuit. 

On  lirst   sighting   the  enemy,    the  Brohi 
commanded  by  Commander  Edward  K.  G. !(.' 
Evans,    (M^..     ^vas    steanu'ng    about     three 
hundred  yards  astern   of  Sivi/t.     Tpon   the 
lalter    altering    course    to    ram    the    leader 
the  Broke  launched  a  torpedo  at  the  seeord 
boat  in   the  line,   which    hit    h-r.    and   then 
opened    lire    with    eN  ery    gun     that     w(nild 
x^ar.       Ih.>     live     enemy     boats,     stokin<r 
inriously  f\,r  full  sp,,.!.  emitted  a  dull  glovv 
irom    every   funnel    which    lit    thnr    upper- 
works    and    ,nal.|,.,|    the    captain    ..f    /;'•„/,,. 
to  decide  upon  his  tactics.     Altering  course 
away  from  the  enemy  f.,,-  a  n,.Mi,rnl   to  ..nin 
""petus   r,.r   ,h,,   1,,,,,,    ,„,  round    to 
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port  aiul  raiiiincd  the  tliird  boat  at  full 
speed,  fair  aiul  square  abreast  the  after 
fu.niiel. 

Locked  together  thus  the  two  boats  fouglit 
a  desperate  and  literally  hand-to-jiand  eoii- 
fliet.  The  Broke  swept  the  enemy's  decks 
at  point-blank  range  with  every  gun  from 
fom'-inch  to  pom-jiom  and  maxim.  Lumps 
of  coal  and  bowls  ui^  cocoa  are  mentioned 
among  Ihe  miscellany  of  objects  tliat  huitled 
through  ihe  darkness. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  remaining  two 
destroyers  iti  thr  Cerman  line  j  oured  a 
devastating  lire  upon  the  Broke.  The  fore- 
most guns'  crews  were  reduced  from  eighteen 
men  to  six.  I)ut  Midshipman  Donald  A. 
(iyles,  ILN.IE,  in  charge  of  the  forecastle, 
though  \\x>unded  in  the  rye.  kept  all  h)re- 
most  giiiis  in  action.  liiii,>-eir  assisting  the 
depleti.'d  crews  to  load. 

Wiiile  he  wiis  thus  employed,  a  numlx  r 
of  frenziid  (.crmans  swarmetl  up  over  the 
Broke.s  foiceasllc  oui  of  the  ramnn-d 
deslrtjyer.  and  linding  themselves  amid  the 
blinding  Hashes  of  tjie  forecastle  guns,  swept 
aft  in  a  shouting  mob.  The  midshipman, 
amid  the  dead  and  wounded  of  his  guns" 
crews  and  h;df-bliiHl<(j  by  t)|(HKl,  met  the 
rush  sinnl(|i;ind((i  with  an  automalic 
revolver:     Ik     was   grappled    by    a   gigantie 
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Cierrnan     who     attempted     to     wrest     tlic 
weapon  from  liim. 

Cutlasses  and  riiles  with  fixed  bayonets 
being  junong  the  equipment  of  tlie  fore- 
most guns'  crews  in  anticipation  of  just 
such  events  as  were  now  taking  phice.  tlie 
German  was  promptly  bayonet(>d  by  Able 
Seaman  Tnglcson.  TJie  remainder  of  tJic 
invaders,  witli  the  exception  of  twt.  who 
hiy  down  and  I'eigned  death,  were  driven 
over  the  side.  'I'lie  twf)  exceptions  Avcre 
subsequently  made  prisoners  and  taken 
below. 

Of  the  origin;.!  live  German  destroxers. 
there  were  now  two  remaining  in  the  line. 
Two  minutes  after  ramming,  the  llrohc 
succeeded  in  wrenching  herself  free  hom 
her  sinking  adversary,  mid  turned  to  ram 
the  last  boat  in  (he  line.  She  failed  in  this 
achievemtnt.  but  as  slie  swung  round  svic- 
eeeded  in  hitting  this  boat's  consort  on  tlic 
Stem  with  a  torpedo. 

n<jtly  engaged  with  these  I  wo  Iheing 
destroyers,  the  lirohc  then  attcriipbd  to 
follow  ..V:,///  in  the  (liieelion  in  whieh  she 
was  last  seen:  a  shell,  how.ver.  struck 
lirokc  in  the  boiler-rooni.  disabling  iier  main 
engines.  'j'},,.  .-nemy  were  Hun  l.st  to 
sight    in   th.    darkness. 

Still     carrying     cnsiderable    wav.     liioke 
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altered  course  and  licadcd  in  the  direction 
of  a  destroyer  heavily  on  lire,  wliose  crew, 
on  siglitin*^  the  Broke,  sent  up  loud  shouts 
for  nurev.  She  was  burnin/r  liercely,  and, 
regardless  of  th(^  dangrr  from  licr  magazines 
exploding.  lirohe  stccied  towards  her.  still 
moving  slowly  through  the  water.  The 
shouts  and  cries  of  "  Save  !  Save  !  "  were 
redoubled,  wlien  she  UMe\j)eetedly  opened 
fire. 

lirol'c  beiiijjf  then  out  of  control  and 
unabh;  to  nunui'iivi-e  or  r\t ileal e  herself, 
silenced  the  treaeheiy  with  four  rounds 
aTid  then,  to  ensure  h-r  oun  safely,  lircd  a 
torpedo    and    liit    her    amidships. 

In  the  meanwiiile  the  .S'tc//7  had  ecnlinned 
her  pursuit  of  the  leading  boat  until  injuries 
she  had  received  in  the  earlier  phases  of 
the  action,  though  in  Ihemsehcs  slight, 
prevented  her  from  maintaining  full  speed. 
She  thereupon  aban(h)n''d  the  chase  atxl 
lurnc'^  in  search  of  a  fresh  (piarry.  The 
outline  of  a  stalioniiry  deslroytr  was  pres- 
ently sighted  in  the  darkness  aln  ad.  and 
as  she  drew  near  a  confused  tioisc  of  xdiccs 
resolved  its<'lf  iuto  more  distinct  and 
evidently  organisid  sounds,  as  Irom  a  large 
number   jyf  men   shouting   lon(lii<r   in    tune. 

\\aril\-,  and  somewhat  p«  rphxcd  b\  the 
Unroar.    \\\0  SwUt   anDroaehcd    uitli    h<r   .ninv 
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ti-ujucd  on  the  stranrrer.  This  presently 
resolved  itself  into  the  sinking  Ccnnim 
destroyer  that  had  been  rammed  })v  Ihokr, 
whose  crew  were  bellowing  in  unison  : 
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'MVi:  SnuHKXDKR!    \\i-  Sl'rrkndf.r  !  " 

^^ltIl  a  not  unreasonable  suspicion  of 
treachery,  the  Sici/t  awaited  developments. 
Apparently  reahsing  their  breath  would  be 
wanted  for  more  energetic  measures,  the 
crew  of  ihe  (arman  dcstrover  presently 
slopped  shouting.  Siie  heeled'  slowlv  over, 
whde  her  ship's  company  hastily  took  to 
the  water,  and  sank  stern  first. 

As  no  other  enemy  appeared  to  be  -n 
sigiit.  and  the  action,  which  had  lasted 
appioxuiiately  five  minutes,  appeared  to  b(> 
over,  tiie  Swift  switclud  on  searchlights  and 
lowered  boats  to  rescue  the  swimmers. 

Sicift   and    Hrnkc    then    proceeded    to   ex- 
change d,.tails  of  the  "  bag  "  bv  the  n.ediun. 
of    a    Ihislung    lamp    and    {Ihohrs    circuits 
having  been  cut)  an  electric    torch.      Their 
respective    ship's    companies    having    gi^  en 
vent    to    some    pardonable    exhilaration    bv 
clurnng    each    other    out    of    the    darkness 
till  they  were  Hoarse,  both  Hritisli  destrovers 
nnchored  and   patientiv   awaited   the  dawn. 
Jlie  l?iitish  casualties  were  eom?>.!!-,f Iv.-!.... 
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light,  and  the  si)irit  of  llic  wounded  is 
epitomised  ^y  tlic  conduct  of  the  Brake's 
foxswain.  Able  Seaman  Wilham  G.  Rowles  : 
tills  man.  though  hit  four  times  ])y  shrapnel, 
icmained  at  the  wheel  throujrhout  the  action, 
and  finally  only  betrayed  the  fact  that  he 
was  wounded  by  reporting  to  his  captain, 
•'  I'm  going  off  now,  sir."  and  fainting. 

A  niunber  of  wounded  presented  them- 
selves at  tlie  sick-bay  for  the  first  time  on 
thf  day  following  the  action.  'JMieir  excuses 
for  this  delay  were  various,  l)ui  tli:it  of  a 
stoker  witli  a  piece  of  shrapnel  si  ill  in  his 
liead  is  }ierhaps  the  iiK)st  ingemious  : 

"'  1  wns  too  busy,  sir."  he  cx])laincd  to 
the  surgeon.  "Along  of  clearing  vp  that 
rubbish  on  the  stoker's  mess-dccl:.'' 
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III.    Tin:  ])unTi.H  Tatuol,  Dover 

Another  German  destroyer  raid  iuio  the 
English  Channel  on  the  night  ol'  i'ebruary 
llth-ir)th.  1<»1S.  had  fur  ils  obj(ctivo 
the  (l(>struclion  of  the  Au\ilir.i\-  I'atrol 
Forces  on  out[K)st  duty.  'I'jiis  n.iu  h  was 
evident  from  the  ddibciaie  and  s\  sicinal  ic 
nu\nner  in  which,  once  touch  was  estab- 
lished in  the  inky  darkness,  the  attack  was 
c  iiii  M  (i   our.      .\    iiiT^v    iorcC    \\  as   riiDsrn    ior 
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the  onterprisc,  comprising  ton  at  least  of 
Germany's  largest  and  fastest  destroyers  ; 
that  tliese  succeeded  in  sinking  seven  armed 
fishing  vessels  and  returning  to  their  base 
without  being  intercej)ted  by  tiie  Hritis.h 
patrols  j)roper  can  only  be  ascribed  to  accu- 
rate foreknowledge  of  the  disposition  of  these 
forces  (information  readily  supi)lied  })y  aerial 
reconnaissance),  and  the  luck  of  the  Devil 
who  fa\()urs  his  own. 

The  raiding  tactics  of  C  man  destroyers 
have  already  been  described  in  detail/  It 
will  !)e  atlniitted  tluit  they  provide  the  enemy 
with  an  initial  advantage  of  wliich  he  minht 
reasonably  be  ixpcrlcd  io  make  the  most. 
Indeed  the  wonder  is  not  so  nuieh  that 
they  were  not  intercepted  in  the  inky  dark- 
ness of  a  thousand  stpiare  miles,  rmt  that 
they  did  not  n)akc  more  of  their  oppor- 
t  unit  v. 

On  the  Tiigiit  in  question  one  of  tiic 
Drifter  Patrol  jiad  sight <>d  a  submarine  on 
the  surface.  attemj)ting  to  })reak  through 
the  vigilant  cordon  of  patrol  craft.  Off 
W(>nt  the  drifter  in  jubilant  pursuit,  signal- 
ling to  Iier  consorts  to  join  the  liunt.  and 
the  remaind-r  j(»ined  her  like  a  pack  of 
basset -hounds  on  the  rrail  of  an  otter. 
The  enemy  destroyers,  casting  al)out  in 
(iarknrss.     siifiiied     ilie    "  Tail\- - 
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rocket  and  swept  down  upon  tlie  drifters, 
intent  upon  their  own  business,  from  at 
least  four  quarters  sinuiltaneously.  The 
(iermans  apj)car  to  liave  worked  in  pairs: 
the  leading  ])oat  of  each  couple  switched 
on  a  blinding  searchlight  for  the  few  seconds 
necessary  to  get  an  accurate  range,  and 
then  the  wiiole  force  slowed  down  to  carrv 


i 


out  tlic  deliberate  work  of  destruction.  In 
the  words  of  on(^  of  the  sur\ivors.  '"  It  was 
awfif— juist  slaughter."  The  speaker  made 
the  statement  without  heat  or  reproach  : 
he  was  a  fisherman,  as  were  most  of  his 
brethren,  wont  to  accept  both  calamity 
and  i'ortune  with.out  emotion.  "Cirt  ole 
black  things  ..."  lie  added,  and  shook  his 
grizzled  head  so  thai  the  sunlight  winked  on 
hi^> 
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The  enemy  closed  in  noarlv  al!  eases  to 
williin  nrty  yards  of  tl.eir  victims,  poured 
two  salvos  of  hio-h  -  cx])losive  shell  into 
each,  and  passed  on.  'ilwv  },ad  no  time 
for  fane;/  shoofing  and  there-  were  few 
misses.  It  is  to  be  hoped  thev  found  the 
gruesome  work  to  their  taste.  ' 

In  one  case  a  (German  destroyer  misjudf^ed 
her  distance  and  came  so  close* to  her  vieHm 
that   she   was   unable    to   depress    her    ^nms 
siiniciently    to    bring    them    to   bear   on" the 
little  taiget.     She  iircd  as  she  rolled  instead, 
and    the   drifter   Cloverhank   turned    on    the 
instant  into   a  sphntered   sham))les,    })uried 
in   clouds   of    steam    and  rocketing    sparks 
Only    ono    man    sur-  'vcd    tlie    iirst    saho 
Deckhand  Plane,  l?.X.l?.  (Trawler  Section)! 
lie  blundered  forward  t(;  the  gun  through 
the  llames  and  fumes  of  bursting  shell,  and 
Imding  It  loaded,  returned  the  lire  at  ]K)int- 
blank    range,    single-handed,    half- blinded 
stu]K'licd  by  smoke  and  din. 

It  was  bra^-c  woric.  but  all  round  hiju  in 
the  darkness  amid  the  flames  of  guns  and 
blazing  ships  and  all  the  savagery  of  that 
onslaught,  the  Drifter  Patrol  was  taking  its 
gruel  not  a  whit  less  gallantly.  The  sur- 
vivors launched  their  sphntered  dinghies 
carry mg  their  wounded  with  them,  and 
iviir  of  tiic-  blazing  wrecks  that  a 


j5l?!pi.*»(»j8^1»ti!<;aM«,:;,'k*ri«;i»>l#wl(4w  -J. 
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few  minutes  before  liad  been  ship  and  home. 
The  two  enj^incmen  of  the  Violet  May, 
I'ngineman  Kwin^  and  Enfrineman  Noble, 
succeeded  in  hmncliing  their  boat,  and 
lowered  into  it  the  mate,  mortally  wounded, 
and  a  wounded  deckhand.  The  remainder 
of  the  crew  lay  inextricably  entangled  in 
the  blazing  wreckage,  dead.  The  survivors 
paddled  ekar.  waited  till  the  enemy  had 
passed  on,  and  then  closed  their  little  ship 
again.  The  ihc  had  hold  of  lier  forward, 
steam  was  pouring  from  her  wrecked  engine- 
room,  and  the  ammunition  was  exploding 
broadcast  about  her  decks.  "  A  doot  she's 
sinkin',"  said  Ewing  stoutly.  Noble  said 
nothing  :  he  was  not  given  overmuch  vo 
speech,  but  he  made  the  painter  fast  and 
proceeded  to  climb  inboard  again.  Ewing 
followed  and  between  they  fought  and  over- 
came the  fire.  "  Diima  leave  me.  Jamie," 
cried  the  mate  pitcously  ;  "  dinna  leave  me 
in  the  little  boat."  "  Na,  na,"  was  the 
renly.  "  We'll  na  leave  ye,"  and  presently 
tlu  V  broujihi    their  woimded  back  on  board 

a.  ~ 

and  took  them  below  again.  The  mate  -was 
laid  on  his  bunk  and  Ewing  fetched  his 
shirts  from  his  bag  and  tore  them  up  into 
bandages.  "  An'  them  his  dress  shirts." 
murmured  Noble.  It  was  his  lirst  and 
last  contribution  t\j  tiie  narrative.  Tiiey 
10 
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took  turn  and  turn  a!)oiit  to  {vn<]  tlio 
woiuHlcd.  plujT  tho  .shot-holes,  and  c|n-noh 
tlic  sniouhhriii^r  cn.hi  is  of  the  fiiv,  rever- 
ently draonii.nr  tUe  w.eekage  iVoin  off  their 
dead,  and  eoniforting  Uie  dyinn-  ,,iate  in  the 

'**'?".,?.''""•'''   **'i<'^''  accents  oC  the  CeH. 
^^  '•  'Tis   nae  guid."   sai(,    the   mate   at    hi-t. 
"Ditnia    fash    about     nie.    lads.     A"ll    ganjr 
iiae  niair  en  patrol."  and  so  di,  d.     IJut  thev 
saved  thrir  little  shij),  and  she  lies  i,)  n  vovjuv 
of  the  ))asin  at  her  hase.  a   mass  of  twist<d 
metal  and   charred   woodwork,   to  testily   to 
the  eourau.'  of  tlu-  J>,ritish  (ishennan  in  war. 
T\u-   niohfs   work    counted    for   a    ar>,nr!n 
victory,  and  had  it    not  heen  for  the  pitiful 
hra^ofulncin  of  the(;(.rn.nii  ollicial  amn,nn,:- 
(jnr.  one  would  have  heen  tempted  to  have  it 
idthaf.     'i'rue  that  seven  little  lisliinf>crafl 
wilh  a  nun   in  ,;„.h   how  would   never  make 
port    a^r;,i„.   /;„/  ,,.-,^,,   ,,,,^,,^,  f^^^j^    ^,^^,.^.  ^^^^^^^^^ 

hrfnre  the  sun  :cas  oirr  the  horizon  on  the 
wnrnnc  of  the  n(Jair.  Thr<c  score  or  so  of 
linfish  seamni  had  linished  thrir  life's  tri^k 
;nid  pass,.,!  to  Ihcir  Ion*.'  watch  Ix'h.w.  Hut 
Enirland  :in,l  ih,.  Channd  Pair,)!  h..,ve  the 
siory  of  their  passing:  t  !.,■  pitv  is  that  it 
nuisl    here  }>,>  s,,  hricf. 

H  was  a  rath,r  path, -tie  gatherijig  that 
""•"nu,i  its  d,-.M,l  that  Sundav  morning  i. 
Ihe  grey  church    l.\    the  (pia>sid,    ;,l    l)o\  ,r. 
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with  the  painted  sunlinht  slnair.ii.g  down 
tliroiigh  th(  staiiud-Ldass  windows.  Huht- 
ino-  jhc  wcatlur -hcatcn  faces  of  skijipors 
and  deckhands,  tviinnurs  and  (  n,uin<ni«-n  of 
the  Trawler  I{eservc.  There  was.  nioieover. 
in  their  solemn  faces  a  tiaee  of  faint  hurt 
hewildernienl.  like  (hat  on  the  Jace  of  a 
child  thai  has  bumped  its  head  in  the 
dark. 

They  w(  re  only  lisher'nen.  foi-  all  their 
hrass  hnlio.is  and  blue  uniforms  and  plenti- 
ful display  of  D.S.C'.'s  and  D.S.M.'s  :  simple 
folk  accustomed  lo  jud^^c  life  l)y  jts  tannil)l(. 
results.  'I'luy  were  nol  concerned  with 
slr'ite<ry  or  the  ini«iht-have-l)een.  They  Jiad 
h(«en  accustoiiKd  to  look  to  their  bi^r  brothers, 
the  destroyers,  in  the  sim|)le  faith  of  chil- 
dren wlun  there  was  trouble,  and  l(jr  once 
it  seeiiKd  ihey  had  looked  in  vain.  T'lev 
had  had  a  drubbino-.  .md  th(  y  to(»k  if  accorcl- 
int?  t<)  the  tradition  of  Hiitish  seamen;  but 
the  |)u//led.  jj^rievin^'  look  re-nained. 

The  captain  of  the  Diifhr  I'atrol  marched 
them  awa\  from  th(  eiiurch  and  talked  to 
th<-m.  standing  o'l  a  drum  (tf  paint  in  the 
more  familiar  cnviroMuient  of  c(.ils  of  wire, 
Ihtats,  mis.  mine-eases  and  all  the  irrim 
impcdinieiila  (»!'  their  ealliii};.  it  was  in  no 
sense  nf  the  Wdid  a  spi  < eh.  bul  il  wasii'.erv 
nioMiirr    lit  lie    ;iddrcss.         Ne\''-    fear."    he 
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condudcd ;  "we'll  take  tea  with  the  Hun 
before  you're  all  i.iueh  older,  or  rH  cat  my 
liai."  n  ^.^].^,^  .-,  )),..,^-^.  ,,,.,j^  j^^  prophesy 
eotiecniinLT  wnr  tluse  days,  but  tlic  men 
of  11)0  i;rifter  Patrol  slumped  baek  lo  tiicir 
litilc  erai't  eoinforlcd.  and.  as  excuLs  trans- 
pired, he  was  ricrjit. 

In    Uie    diuk    hour    precediuir    dawn    on 
MareJi    L'lsl    (|,ve    weeks    later) 'tl,e    Jh'itish 
destroyers   Finlha    ((  onunander    lJo.,'er    L'!']. 
>b    iUdr.    1?.X.)    and    .l/^;/7/.v    (lieutenant- 
(onin.inder    Perey    U.    V.    I'ereival.    H.N.). 
and  the  tliree  r'reneh  destroyers  .1/r///.  Mr^'ofi, 
and  noHrlirr.  v.vre  (.;i   pain.l  i.,    !he  eashTii 
waters  of  the  (  h;iiu:e!.    whiu  a,    sodd,  ^   out- 
liurst  ot  iirinnr  was  h<  ard  I.)  ilu-  northward. 
Vivid   ilashes  of  ^nniflre  out    to  sea   juade  it' 
pl;iin   thai    the  enemy   was  eiioao,,!   npcn  a 
Tulile  bombardment   of  I  h<'  erumbhno-  hath- 
ii»K-sheds..rdesr.vted  I'r.  neh  walei '.i<r"plaees. 
The  .Mh(d    luree   'Momplh'    m;id,-^'or  the 
fli'-Ii's    al    tull    sprni.    led    by    linlha  :     star 
^'""    i""'   in   ;in   (  ndeavoor   lo  |i,_rh|    np  the 
'•""•'">■      '-'n.!      obi;.;;!      Muir      r:M,.ne      however 

merely  ha  I  (he  dicct  of  (ji.lljp.r  n,,,  i,,,,,,. 
bardmeut  and  scmI  l.-rinj^'  I  In-  raid.rs.  who 
were  ne^ cr  s(  ( n  jn-.in. 

The  pi.hnllii.Mr  force  Ih.ii  proceeded  to 
search  In  ij,,'  n.u-thwesl  ward  in  the  luipe  of 
interetplipu     any    divisions    of    Ihr    ,  n(  my 
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who  Imd  ventured  more  into  mid-channel : 
star  shells  were  lired  at  intervals,  for  the 
night  was  misty,  and  ])resently  one  of  these 
bursting  ahead  revealed  the  shadowy  out- 
line of  a  force  of  (niemy  destroyers  and  tor- 
pedo boats  sneaking  off  tlnxnigh  the  darkness 
in  tlie  direction  of  tiieir  base. 

The  liutJid  eliallenged,  and  an  unfamiliar 
reply  winked  at  them  out  of  tlie  night  :  the 
next  instant  British  and  Freneii  were  poiu'- 
ing  a  heavy  lii-e  into  the  eiK'my.  For  a  fcAV 
nunutes  a  grim  little  light  ensued.  Tiic 
Allies  raj)idly  overhauled  the  raiders,  and 
set  the  darkness  al)hi/.e  with  Hashes  of  gun- 
lire  and  hla/iiig  wreckage  Hying  broadcast 
from  sliell  bursting  on  impact.  A  rumiing 
hght  i)ct\vccn  torpedo  eral't  is  hi<e  a  battle 
between  scorpions;  whiehe\  rr  gets  a  sting 
home  lirst  I'arely  has  need  to  strike  again. 
None  of  the  deiiiian  torpedoes  found  their 
mark,  but  the  M(ji/i.s\  emerging  from  a 
smoke  screen  Ihrn?;  out  bv  tlu'  th'cing  enem\  . 
cut  olt'  a  (German  destroyer  oi'  a  large  type 
and  t(trpcdoed  her  at  '>(»()  yards  range.  Slie 
blew  uj)  and  sank  ahiiost  inunc(hatil\ .  heel- 
ing over  amid  clouds  olsttam  and  \anishing 
stern  lirst. 

In  the  meanwhile.  Tiofhu's  main  stcam- 
pil)e  had  been  s(  \<re<l  by  a  stray  shell  and 
she    imme(halel\'     conunenccd    to    lose    her 
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way  tliroiigh  il.e  Mater.  Uvv  commander, 
realising  tliat  if  lie  Avas  to  linisli  l,is  "cup 
of  teauHh  the  {h,n  '  l,c  must  ne^ds  drii.k 
)t  quickly,  lire!  hoth  torpedoes  at  the  lead- 
ing boats,  and,  putting  his  helm  hard  over, 
rammed  the  fourtii  boat  in  the  line  cleanly 
amidships.  His  speed  had  dropped  con- 
siderably, but  it  sufliced  to  drive  the  knife- 
edg(d  bows  of  the  Bolha  clean  through, 
cutting  the  enemy  eomi)l(l(lv  in  half. 

liofha  then  swung  round  and  attempttd 
to  reprat  the  couj)  on  the  next  cistern;  the 
Hun  succei.ied  in  (hiding  the  //o/z.^/'v  mppled 
onslaught,  but  fell  a  victim  to  the  French 
destroyers.  She  lay  disabird  and  ablaze, 
and  tluy  dosed  and  pounded  the  llaming 
wnrk  with  torpedo  ;,nd  gnu  lire  as  a  man 
grinds  a  d.ad   snake  urid,  r  his  heel 

Morris  by   this  time  had   rrlMK,nished   the 
pnrsmt.  hav:„g  l,,st   the  cpiarrv  in  the  smoke 
••"">    "list  :      she    returned    to    the    scene    .>f 
aetion,  and  took  her  lame  sister  in  tow  while 
'!)<■   I'nnch   d.str,,yers  circled   round   in   the 
grey     dawn     picking     up     prisoners.      From 
statements   made   bv    thes,-,    it    appears   that 
"o    less    than     <ighteen     torpedo    craft     had 
sallied    forth    for    th<«    raid.     Th,>v    were    un- 
'I'sitatmgly      attacked      and      rather      badly 
'"•'"''•^l    l>.v    two    Hni.sh    and    thre,>    |-r,.n<  ii 
destroyers   and    fled    (as   one   of  the  lirit.sh 
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officers     pictiiresqiiely     described     it)     like 
scalded  dogs. 

The  adventures  of  the  remaining  fifteen 
^vere  by  no  means  terminated  Avhen  they 
(['lit ted  French  waters,  leaving  three  of 
their  number  behind.  A  squadron  of  the 
b.X.A.S.  bombing  machines  proceeding  up 
the  coast  on  })usiness  sighted  the  homing 
(.(3rman  llotillas  and  fell  upon  them- or 
raiher.  sui'l'cred  their  bombs  to  do  so.  They 
re[H)rted  having  c()m})letely  thrown  the 
eiK^niy  into  disorder  and  scattered  them  in 
all  dirc-cli(»iis.  A  s([uadron  of  enemy  sea- 
pi, ines  that  had  gone  out  at  dawn  to  look 
the     wa.iiderers    then     eiicountend     Ihe 


l(-r 


(.'seori  fighters  of  the  bombing  machines, 
and  in  a  \  •  ry  shoit  lime  had  iheir  numbers 
reduced  1)}  four.  <  M'  these,  thiee  v.  en  ac- 
counted for  by  om    Hrilish  [.A'.A. 

It  must  lia\c  be(>n  with  fe»  lings  <  1'  more 
than  ordinal y  relief  that  the  (Jerman  tor- 
pedo force  sighted  the  long  grey  mole  of 
(Nteiid  Harbour  through  the  morning  mist. 
r.ut  even  then  their  nerv<  s  h.ad  yet  anotlxr 
oideal  to  face.  Something  rushed  across 
the  face  of  the  water  in  a  cloud  of  spray 
af)parentl\  from  nowlu  i.  ,  a  sinister  iniseen 
thing  tia\(lling  at  incredil)le  s|!! 'd.  A  tor- 
ptdo  struik  tile  stem  of  one  of  the  (icnnati 
destrovers,     and     !  h<     elvMid    of    spray     \un 
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away   through   a   hail   of  shell   and   bullets, 
unscathed,  and  vanished  in  the  mist. 

IV.  ir.M.S.  "  :Makv  Kosk  - 
II.IM.S.  Mu)}!  Rose  Urt  a  Xorwenian  port  in 
charge  of  a  Mesl-hound  convoy  of  merchant 
shij)s  m  the  afternoon  of  October  Kith,  ]<)17. 
At  dawn  on  the  17th.  from  lier  position  ten 
or  tAvelve  miles  ahead  of  tl„.  ccnvov.  Hashes 
of  gunlire  Mere  -iohu-d  aslcrii.  Tli'e  ca])tain 
of  the  Mori,  lU,,c,  J,ieu!en;.nl-Comman(hT 
Charles  Fox.  ulx.  was  on  liie  l)ri(]o(.  at  the 
time,   remarked   tlial    lie  sumx.sed  It    was  a 

submarine  .shellin- 1 1., •  convox".  and  prompilv 
turned    his   sliip    (,,   in\  .stinair  :     all    hands 
were  called  to  r.eiion  stations.      Marii  Hose 
iKid  iner<ased  to  lull  speed,   and  in  a  short 
lime  three  lioja  miisers  were  sighted  eoniincr 
towards    them    at     hi.irh    spc-d    ont    of    the 
""^n.in.n.   n.isl  ;     Mrn,   Rns,   pron,ptlv   chal- 
l(^M,ir,.d.   ..„.d   receiving  no  nplv,     >pemd   lire 
with  vwvy  j,m„   that    wo;,l<!   hear  al    a   ran«c 
'•I    about     lonr    miles.     'Jh.-    (.ern.an    li-ht 
JTUisers   Jippeared    lo   haNc   hu  n    nonplussed 
'>>•  Ihis  determined  sinol,.  handed  onslanoht 
'•'    ""■>■    ''"'    '"..I    relnrn    the    lire    until ''the 
''''"^'''     '•'"'     •'"^'•''     to     lhr<c     miles.      Thev 

"'!"    "'"■"*•'•     '"■"•     '-"i'i     II-'    ■■/'/'//     Husf    ju.jii 

«_nlanlly   o,.    th,,,„.J.   a   barran,-  of  bursting 
'•""    """1   -"I)    ^'    iHih-   separated    lur   fnun 
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Ihe  enemy.  Up  to  this  point  the  German 
niarksmansliip  was  poor,  but  as  the  British 
destroyer  turned  to  Ininjr  licr  torj)edo  tubes 
to  bear,  a  salvo  struek  her,  burstinfj  in  the 
engine-room,  and  leaving  her  (Usabled,  a 
log  on  the  water.  All  guns,  with  the  exeep- 
tion  of  the  after  one.  were  out  oi'  aetion, 
and  their  eirws  killed  or  woimded,  but 
the  after  gun  eojilinued  in  aetion  under 
the  direelions  of  Sul)-Lieutenant  ]\iarsh. 
H.N.V.II..  as  long  af.  the  gun  would  })ear. 
The  eaplain  eame  do\vn  from  the  wrecked 
bridge  and  passed  aft,  encouraging  ;\nd 
cheering  his  deaftiud  men.  lie  slo])})('d 
beside  the  wrecked  renuiins  of  the  midship 
gun  and  shouted  to  the  survivors  of  its  crew  : 
""God  bless  my  heart,  lads,  get  her  going 
again,  we're  not  done  yet  I  '' 

'J'he  enemy  were  now  jiouring  a  concen- 
trated lire  into  the  motionless  vessel.  One 
of  the  boih-rs.  struek  by  a  shell,  exploded, 
and  through  the  inlVi'uo  of  (-scaping  steam, 
snioki.'.  and  the  \aj)()ur  of  bursting  shell, 
came  thnl  fatniliar,  ehcerv  \  oiee  :  "We're 
not    (lone  yet." 

.\s  the  (icrm.in  light  cruiser'  ;ju'd  past, 
two  able  seamen  (Al)le  Seaman  French  and 
Ai)le  Seaman  Hailey),  who  alone  survived 
among   the   toipedo    tubes'    cicws,    on    tiieir 

own    iiiii  imI  i\  e    1:ii(l    .iiul     liri  d     llw>    iwni'iini  iwr 
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torpedo.     Able   Seaman    Frcneh    was   killed 
immediately,  and  Able  Seaman  IJailey  badly 
wounded,     idealising    that    the    enemy    liad 
passed    aiiead,     and    that    the    4-inch    gun 
could  no  longer  be  brought  to  bear  on  th.em. 
the  captain  set  about  destroying  his  ciphers. 
The    First   Lieutenant    (Lieutenant   Bavin), 
sei'ing  one  of  the  light  cruisers  returning  to- 
wards   them,    called    the    gunner    and    bade 
him  sink  the  ship.     The  captain  then  gave 
the  ordci-.   •'  .\bandon  ship."      .Ml  the  boais 
had    been    shattered    by    shell    (h'e    at    their 
davits,  but  the  survivors  launcluil  a  r:ul.v 
raft    and   paddled    clear    of  the    siiip.     Tlie 
(German  light  cruiser  detailed  to  administer 
the  coup  <}('  ^rdcc  then  approached  to  within 
•ioo  yards  and  poured  a  succession  of  ^al\ os 
into    the   already   riddled    hull.     The    Ma,;/ 
Rose  sank  at  7.15  a.m.  with  colours  Hying. 
The    captain,    (irst   lieutenant,    and   gunner 
were   lost    with    the    ship,    but    the    handtul 
of    survivors,  in    charge   of    Sub-Lieu[(  naiit 
J.  H.   1).   Freeman,   on   (lie  C'arlcy  rati.    1(11 
in  some  hours  later  with  a  lifeboat  b(lon<> 
mg  to  one  of  the  ships  of  the  c()n\()y.     Sail- 
ing and  rowing,  they  made  the    Norwegian 
coast    some    forty-eiglil     hours    later,      and 
were    tended    with    the   rtmost    kiiubn  ss    by 
the    Norwegian    authorities.     All     sur\i\».rs 
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the  senior  surviving  officer,  Sub-Lieutenant 
Freeman,  throughout  the  last  phase  of  this 
ordeal.  Able  Seaman  Bailey,  who,  despite 
severe  shrapnel  wounds  in  the  leg,  persisted 
in  taking  his  turn  at  the  oar,  is  also  speeially 
mentioned  for  an  invincible  light-hearted- 
ness  througliout. 

The  distinguished  naval  critics  with  whose 
assistance  wi-  arc  wont  to  belittle  the  achieve- 
ments of  ovu-  Navy,  will  have  doubtless  nmch 
to  say  about  this  action.  From  llic  point  of 
\  itw  of  tactics,  it  lies  open  to  unquestionable 
criticism.  Unhappily  (since  he  was  killed), 
Www.  is  no  record  of  wliat  was  in  the  mind  of 
the  captain  of  the-  Murif  Hose  when  he  made 
that  singlt:-handcd  dash  in  the  face  of  such 
preposterous  odds.  The  convoy  wliich  was 
in  his  cliargt'  lay  aliead  of  him,  and,  as  he 
ap})arently  sujiposed.  was  being  attacked 
by  the  gunhrc  of  a  hostile  subniarine.  When, 
on  rushing  to  the  rescue,  lie  realised  that 
it  was  to  meet  not  a  sui)niarine.  i)nt  three 
ol  (iermanv's  newest  and  fastest  lijibt 
eniiseis.  it  is  eoneei\al)h'  that  the  original 
intention  of  resene  was  not  svi|)plante(i  in 
his  mind  l)y  considerations  of  higher  strategy. 
li(  held  on  nnllinchii^gly.  and  he  died, 
l(  i(\  ing  to  the  annals  of  his  service;  an  episode 
not  less  glorious  than  that  in  which  Sir 
lueiiard   (ii'exiiie   pensiied. 
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l\i:   Mas   nearer   seventy   than   sixty  :     that 
is  to  say.  he  Mas  an  old  man  as  tliey  reckon 
age   ad  oat.     Tlicre   was   a   stoop   ai)out    his 
slionldcrs  that  hinted  at  the  burden  of  liis 
years,  but  liis  eyes,  bhie  and  diieet  bcnealli 
ra.L,rrred  white  eychroMs.  Merc  young  enough; 
and  a  man's  eyes  are  the  mirrors  oi'his  spirit, 
lie    stood    on    the    quarter-deck    of    the 
armed    yacht   under    his    connnand.    ])acing 
sK)Mly  to  and  fro,  M'ith  those  ci'aggy  broM'S 
ahnost   meeting  above  liis  great   beak   of  a 
nose,     'riiere  had  been  a  (iay  Mhen  a  Uvct 
M-ould    iiave   IrembUd    al    llie    portent,    and 
walked     delieah'ly.     like    Agag.     'J'hat     Mas 
Mhen   he   Mas  an   admiral    though,   and  the 
llag-iii'uletiant   Mould  have  jjopped  his  head 
into    the   secretary's   cabin    and    murmured, 
'•  BloM-ing    up    for    a    storm     stand    by  !  "' 
Now.  as  he  stalked  Mith  that  unforgettable 
jerky  sliidc  of  his  up  and  down  the  narrow 
~~Li:i:i^    v.-i    iiu     s  arm  s   Jjuup,    in-    \v;;s   ouiv   a 

1  bi} 


w 


THE  FEET  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN  157 

commander  of  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve — 
a  "  dug-out  "  from  tlie  Retired  List — with 
three  curly  rings  of  lace  on  the  cull's  of  a 
mopkey-jaeket  cut  in  a  style  unfamiliar  to 
the  present  generation. 

Aft  by  the  ensign-staff  he  halted,  and 
pulled  a  letter  out  of  the  breast-pocket  of 
the  quaintly-cut  monkey-jacket.  It  had 
come  by  the  morning  mail,  a  typewritten 
letter,  on  paper  bearing  the  crest  of  Ad- 
miralty, and  it  was  worded  as  tactfully  as 
circumstances  and  tlie  nature  of  Ihe  contents 
would  allow.  It  referred  to  the  strain  of 
war  under  modern  conditions.  It  remirded 
the  Admiral  that  a  critical  stage  of  the  world 
condict  had  now  been  reached  ;  and  the  t^^  o 
pustulates,  taken  in  conjunction,  pointed  to 
the  necessity  for  young  men  being  employ td 
in  all  conunands  atloat.  Their  Lordships 
had  therefore  decided,  with  regret  .  .  .  etc. 
etc. 

That  letter  did  what  the  strain  of  modern 
war  had  not  yet  done—  it  mode  the  Admiral's 
hand  tremble  :  he*  tore  it  into  small  pieces 
and  dropped  them  over  the  side.  The  stoop 
of  his  old  shoulders  seemed  to  have  become 
suddenly  accentuated.  His  lirm  nioutii 
slackened  :  he  looked  what  Ihev  said  \\v 
was,  an  old  man. 

"Youth    will    ))c    ser\'i'd,''    said    he.    and 
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watched  the  last  scrap  of  paper  float  away 
on  the  tide.  "  I  daresay  they  know  best. 
.  .  .  Tliey  think  they  do  .  .  .  anvwav, 
that  s  something,  nowadays."  Then  he  drew 
forth  an  enormous  bandana  handkcrcliief. 
trumpeted  a  bkist  of  defiance  from  his 
historic  nose,  and  stumped  forward  to  the 
bridge  to  take  liis  last  command  to  sea  for 
the  last  time. 

•  •  •  .  . 

It  was  late  tiie  following  afternoon,  when 
the  yacht  was  upon  the  port  bow  of  a  convoy 
of  mjrchai.tmen.  that  the  look-out  at  the 
crosstrees  gave  tongue.  The  Admiral  was 
in  the  chart-house,  sprawling  affectionately 
over  the  chart  with  notebook  and  pencil. 
He  enjoyed  having  the  chart-house  to  him- 
self these  days.  The  flag-captains  and  navi- 
gators of  bygone  flagshijjs  had  always  bored 
him.  fussing  at  either  elbow  wlienever  lie 
looked  at  a  chart.   .   .   . 

"  Ter-     ')pe  porl   bow!  "  bawled  the  look- 
out,   and    simultaneously    the    alarm    gongs 
■jarred    at    every    gun    position    and    action 
station.     The  Admiral  was  beside  the  quarter- 
master in  two  bounds. 

"There  she  goes,  sir."  cried  the  ofTieer 
of  the  watch,  and  indicated  with  outstretched 
finger  the  wicked  streak  of  bubbles  that 
i'iirkered  in  the  wake  of  a  torpedo  :    it  pass{>d 
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ahead,  but  through  his  glasses  the  Admiral 
was  watching  the  sparkling  water  for  the 
periscope's  feather. 

He  sighted  it  almost  on  tlie  instant,  half 
a  mile  abeam,  an  object  no  bigger  than  a 
broom-handle  above  the  wave-tops. 

Once,  thirty  years  before,  in  a  moment 
of  crisis,  he  had  acted  as  he  did  then.  It 
v/as  a  wholly  unconstitutional  proceeding, 
but  on  the  former  occasion  it  had  averted 
a  collision  between  two  battleships  of  the 
line.  On  both  occasions  it  saved  a  few 
j)recious  seconds.  He  grasped  the  spokes 
of  the  wheel  with  his  own  hands  and 
wrenched  the  helm  hard-a-starboard  before 
the  quartermaster  realised  he  was  at  his 
elbow. 

The  ofhccr  of  the  wateh  had  sprung  to  the 
lclegraj)h,  and  down  below  the  gongs  were 
ringing  nuidly  for  fidl  speed. 

The  yacht's  owner  had  built  her  for  speed. 
He  was  a  rich  man.  and  (  )uld  alTord  to 
gratify  a  whim.  In  this  eaS'  he  gratified  it 
to  the  utmost  design''r  aird  engineers  \<cvc 
capable  of:  but  never  till  this  moment 
had  a  rich  man's  craze  been  so  eompletely 
justified.  Her  knive-edge  swan  I.hiws  elove 
the  dancing  waves  in  twin  sickles  of  sj)ray 
as  slie  heeled  over  to  her  helm  and  then 
steadied    im    the    mark     tiiat     was    ah'(>adv 
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swiftly  dippin<T  before  the  unexpected   on- 
slaujrlit. 

Tlie  periscoj)e  vanished  thirty  seeonds 
before  the  yacht  passed  over  tlie  M'ash  of 
the  unseen  seourrre  :  but  as  it  passed  the 
Admiral  jerked  a  lewr  twice,  and  turned, 
staring  aft  down  the  broken  Avake  that  had 
obliterated  all  traces  of  the  submarine.  l^,y 
means  of  tlie  lever  he  had  released  a  c.>upie 
of  explosive  clinrt^n's,  and  as  lie  stood  shadin<,^ 
his  eyes  from  the  sun,  two  ^rreat  eolunms  of 
foam  leaped  into  the  air. 

"Ilard-a-stari)(»ard!  "  he  croaked,  and  over 
went  tiic  helm  ajjfain.  lie  stepped  to  the 
pun  control  V(>ice-f)ipe  :  '*  Stand  by  ;• 
port  guns  !  "'  and  as  1k>  gr.ve  the  order  a 
grecMiish-brown  exlindrieal  shape,  slreakcd 
with  rust  and  spout iii<jf  oil  I'rom  gapinif 
seams,  appeared  in  the  e(nlr(>  of  tlu>  boilir.o- 
scum  and  l'o;iie  1.  I'l  by  (hr  exj.ldsion.  Slowlv 
it  righted  ilsilt.  and  the  Indl  and  eonninu- 
tower  of  a  subi  uiinc  l;iy  on  the  surface  with 
a  iu\-n\  list.  As  the  yacht  swung  round, 
the  po!t  gims  op(n(d  lire:  a  shell  burst 
on  IIk'  am  .)nred  eonning-tower,  shattering 
the  periscope  and  i»lowing  gicat  frafjmenis 
of  steel  liigh  i!it()  the  air.  .Anotluv  pene- 
trated 'he  luiil  and  <  xplodcd  inlernally. 
clouds  of  \a|M.in-  pouiintr  from  the  rents  in 
the  shell.     The  co\s\\;iin  stculied  Hie  wheel. 
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headinjT    tlie    hows    strai<>lit    for    the    great 
wliale-like  ohjcct. 

Now  tlie  eunniiiLr  of  an  old  scaiiiaii  is  the 
eiuiiiing  of  a  tj;rev  fox.  The  Achiiiral  hehl 
up  his  haiuK  and  tlie  ollieer  of  tlie  wateh 
jerked  the  teley;raphs  to  "  stop."'  The  stern 
of  a  Ncss'l  (ii'ixcn  at  lii^h  spctd  is  dra\vn 
(iown  hy  the  lliiiisl  of  the  pro})ellers.  The 
tnonient  the  I'liiJiincs  st.>|).  the  stern  rises 
asfain  and  the  hows  di]).  In  tliis  ease  they 
dipped  as  they  striiek  the  submarine  scpiarely 
just  abaft  the  eoiuiint^^-tower,  and  clove 
throuj^'h  the  rounded  hull  like  a  hatehet 
throup;!!  a  funi^us. 

They  had  a  ;liinpse  on  either  how  ol' 
the  halves  of  a  suhniMrine.  still  kept  alK'at 
h\-  the  hu<»\;uie\'  of  h<r  tanks  ami  elcsed 
eoMipai'linenl'-.  !t  w.-'.s  oid\'  a  momentary 
^limj)se  of  u':i.sl(  iiint^'.  shalt(i'ed  machinery 
and  luanijled  bodies,  of  hands  I'aiscd  in 
praver  or  an^'ni^lu  .  .  .  linn  both  broad 
sides  broke  oui.  pdiuinLf  a  sabo  at  poinl- 
blank  raiiL'c  into  those  smokin;^  seuments 
that  vanished  amid  lite  Ihiuies  of  bursting 
shell  and  IcniiiiiL'  \\at(  r. 

Thev  res(  \i(  (I  <  Me  piisoner  as  is  no!  in- 
fre(|ueiitly  the  ise.  tlu'eaplain.  llini  the 
Admiral  eausid  l»t  be  warmed  and  dried 
and  I'cstorcd  with  hot  diinks  while  thes.H-ht. 
assisted  by  two  destroyers,  rovmded  up  the 
11 
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scattered  convoy.  Then  tlie  Admiral  interro- 
gated liis  prisoner.  "  You  are  very  young," 
lie  said  at  the  conclusion  of  the  interview. 

The  Prussian  clicked  his  heels.  ~'  It  is  a 
>oung  man's  war."  he  said. 

"  So  they  tell  me,"  replied  the  Admiral 
drvlv. 


m 


His  r(>lief  was  Maitinor  on  the  quay  beside 
his  hagnage  when  the  yacht  her  dainty 
hows  looking  like  the  features  of  a  pro- 
fessional pugilist  trip|>ed  hack  to  harbour. 
He  was  a  young  lieiitenant-connnander, 
fresh  from  I  he  Crand  Fled  a  contemporary, 
in  fact,  of  the  AdmiraTs  son.  And  earlv 
the  following  morning  the  Admiral  W(  nt 
over  the  side  not  as  he  might  have  done 
ten  years  earlier,  with  guard  ati  '  band,  to 
the  shrill  twitter  of  a  j)ipe.  He  i)aused  at 
the  gangway,  .and  laid  his  Kft  hand  on  the 
younger   man's  shoulder. 

''  The  race  is  to  the  swifl."  he  said.  "  the 
»)allle  fo  the  strong.  Cood  hiek  to  you,  my 
lad.  \'ou  want  a  bigger  gmi  l\)rward.  if 
you  can  get  'em  to  gisc  it  to  you.  and  re- 
meinix  I'  she  turns  (piicker  on  port  helm. 
.   .   .  She's  a  good  lillle  ship." 

' Thank  you  awfully,  sir,"  said  the  lit  u- 
lenan«-<-onnnander.  ''She's  a  rip|)ing  little 
ship,  and   I'm  onl}-  son  y   I'm " 
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The  Admiral  doffed  liis  cap  after  the 
manner  in  which  a  forgotten  naval  genera- 
tion saluted. 

"  Be  damned  to  your  sorrow,  sir,"  he 
said.  "  It's  a  young  man's  war,"  and  turiu'd 
to  descend  the  ladder  to  the  dinfjhv  that 
waited  alontiside. 
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Gil  SIKS    01'   TliE    SEA 

AT.^crsT  nil.  1011.  |)r(.l);i);ly  loinul  the 
yjK'hlsimn  of  (iical  liiiliiin  K  ss  iiiiprcjia'cd 
for  war  \\\[\\  (icrnKUiy  lliaii  aii\-  otiur 
cixilian  foimminity  in  llic  ]'.n!j)i:(. 

Men  turn  to  tlu  sea  as  a  prolV-osion  lor 
M  \'aritt\'  of  reasons;  but  tlic  amateur 
yaehtsiiian  eiiil)raeeil  the  sea  as  a  tuistress 
with  a  coinjilete  and  \  eiy  h(  nninc  p.-'ssion. 
To  tliosi-  who  seek  lier  thus,  the  st  i  has 
much  to  lell  ;  she  >\)11  A\hispi.r  a  thousand 
secrets  'Iwixt  (hisk  and  (hiA  ii  to  the  httK- 
ships    reslinuf    srmi,'    in     her    euriew-hauntc d 
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creeks,  or  riding  lazy  to  a  long  cable  in  the 
lee  of  desolate  sand-banks— things  denied 
to  the  bnsy  wayfarer  on  her  wide  tliorongh- 

fares. 

Yaehtsrnen  as  a  class  are  meditative  folk. 
A  man  who  spends  his  week-ends  alon* .  or 
in  the  company  of  one  other  in  a  three-ton 
yacht,  lias  opportunities  for  reflection  denied 
\()  the  devotees  of  other  pursuits,  lie  learns 
more  than  the  ways  of  the  tides  and  Primus 
stoves. 

In  the  queer,  uneasy  tranquillity  of  the 
decade  before  the  war  there  came  in  gradu- 
ally increasing  numbers  to  our  east  and 
souih-east  coasts  an  unol)trusive  visitor. 
Few  pcojile  encountered  him.  becMUsc  he 
chose  sequestered  places  to  visit,  but  the 
yachtsman  met  him,  talked  nmch  with 
iiim,  and  aft(Mwar<ls  sat  in  the  cuddy  and 
smoked  many  pipes,  thinking  about  him 
and  his  unholy  thirst  for  information. 

'riiere  were  other  yachtsmen,  of  a  more 
restless  and  iiu]uiring  turn  of  mind,  who 
went  farther  atield  with  lead-line  and  com- 
pass, "  observin'  '  >w  the  woild  was  made." 
Where  the  short  yellow  seas  stumbled  across 
leagues  of  shoals,  and  witidmills  and  the 
brown  sails  of  barges  brok»>  the  sky-line 
nbove  low-lying  sand-hills,  they  le.nned  nd 
saw  many  things.     One  even  wrote  a  book 
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about  Ihcsc  tilings,'  that  he  who  ran  niigiit 
read.  The  trouble  was  that  people  ashore 
entrusted  with  the  destinies  of  Empire  were 
runninfT  about  so  busily  that  they  hadn't 
time  to  read.  They  were  eatehiiig  vot(  s 
and  sueh-like,  as  eliildren  snateh  at  falhng 
leaves  in  autumn.  So  the  yaehtsman  r-arried 
on  yaehting  and  eultivating  the  aequaint- 
anee  of  the  slow  -  sj)eaking.  slow -moving 
skippers  of  \hv  eoast-wise  trallie  and  thr 
crub-gai(ed  eonnnuuity  thai  manned  the 
east-eoasl  lisliing  eralL  Useful  men  :<> 
know  sometimes  at  the  i)ijieh  of  a  sucucn 
erisis. 

Then,   with  the  red  dawn  of  August    jlli. 

1011,  eame  war  at   last,  and  the  yaehtsman 

pulled  a  deep  breath  of  something  like  reli    I'. 

knocked  out  the  ashes  of  his  pijx-.  and  W(  iit 

ashore,    forbearing  to  say   ^'  I   told   you  so" 

lo  <hc  harassed   Whileiiall  ollieials   he   went 

in   seareh   of.      This   was  a   war  of  the  sea, 

and  the  yaclitsma.i  clewed   up  his  business 

ashore,  sent  his  wiiV  to  slay  with  jier  nK.lhcr, 

and   plae<-d   all   his  knowledge   of  the  coasts 

of  Northern    Europe   and    the   seas   betwe(  ii 

them  at   the  disposal  of  the  Navy. 

Now  the  Navy  was  very  itusy.  Eike 
I  lie  yaehtsman.  it  had  not  been  ailogellKr 
blind    to    signs    and    port(>nts.    because    llu; 

'    'I'fic  Jiiddlc  of  the  S'ltulti. 
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sea  is  a  wonderful  conductor  of  electricity 
— and  other  things.  15ut  it  iiad  its  own 
theories  on  naval  warfare  :  ainontr  othc  rs 
it  opined  that.  ))ro})erly  speakiuf^.  this  was 
an  ail'air  of  big  ships  and  frequent  battles. 
'I'o  liglit  battles  you  require  lexterity  in 
tiic  use  of  \veai)ons  highly  scicntilic  and 
technical  w(>apons  at  that.  Tliev  tlieni- 
selves  had  })een  learning  to  wield  these 
weapons  since  tluv  were  twelve  yeavs  old 
or  thereabouts.  The  yachtsman's  ae(juaint- 
anee  with  lilhal  arms  was  limited  to  a 
VJ-bore  scattcr-gun  and  a  revolver,  with 
which  he  cnlivc^ncd  Sunday  afternoons  be- 
calmed by  ])()lting  at  empty  bottles. 

"Just  wait  i.ll  we"v(;  mopped  up  these 
fellows  in  the  North  Sea.'"  said  the  Xavy — 
"it  won't  take  long  and  then  well  talk 
things  over,   old  chap.'' 

So  the  yachtsman  wnilcd.  and  aftei  a 
while  the  \a\  y  found  itself  waiting,  be- 
cause the  fchows  in  the  North  Sea  iiad 
retired  to  Kiel.  thumj)ed  Ihtir  eliests  and 
said  tluy  were  waiting  too.  Thus  modern 
naval  warfare  (h'\  eloped  from  glowing  theory 
into  rath<i'  weaiisoiue  fael . 

'i'he  yachtsman  had  not  b(  (  n  allogether 
idle  in.  the  meanwhih'.  lie  luanncd  c\«ry 
availabh'  motor-boat  i?i  the  king(h)m.  and 
patrolled   the  coast  under  the  White  I'nsign 
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with  a  rillo  nnd  a  railicr  complicated  sig- 
nalling ni)j)aratus.  When  the  supply  of 
motor-boats  ran  out.  the  W(>althi(T  yachtsmen 
))uilt  their  own.  fitted  them  ont  at  their 
own  expense,  nnd  manned  iiicm.  Tiiev 
manned  them  indiscriminate  ly  :  one  was 
a  caj->tnin.  another  was  a  deck-hand,  and 
yet  another  clnh-mate  the  enfrinccr.  It 
ma!  hied  not  a  whit  how  or  wjierc  a  man 
scrAcd  as  lonji  as  the  spray  was  in  ihcir 
faces  and  I  he  dawn  came  np  ont  of  lluir 
])elovfd  sea.  They  messed  lojrcther  in  cliecr- 
ful  conmiKHsm.  savr  Avlien  tliex"  fonnd  tlu  m- 
selves  nnder  llu  iiitm<ilialc  ohscrvation  oi 
the  brass  honiid  Xaxy.  'J'hen  they  grew 
s<  H-conseions  and  the  caj)tain  fed  in  splendid 
isolation  :  the  deck-hand,  who  was  his 
next-door  nei<vhbour  in  Sni'hiton  and  owned 
a  hifjii'er  yaehi.  touched  liis  cap  when  he 
spoke  and  called  him  ''  sir." 

The  Xa\y  noted  these  thincfs  and  smiled 
— not  (Kiisjvely.  hut  with  a  licet  ion.  as  men 
smile  at  don-s  and  cliildr(  n.  lUit  it  was 
also  keenly  ohsi  ivant  :  it  was  takin^r  the 
measure  of  lluse  enthusiastic  amateurs, 
vilhoui  undue  haste.  d<  liheratdy.  partin/r 
reluctant  1\  Nvith  aueicut  |>!(judice  ami 
shil)l)(>l(lh.     'I'iiis  is  ilie  Xa\\'s  wnv. 

The  m(itoi-h(.;ils  did  ||i  ii-  uork  con- 
sislenll\  will  and  williou!  osic  iilalion.    Tj.rv 
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condiictod  an  ofTiciciit  cxamipnlion  sevvicc 
among    the    teeming    coast-\viso    traffic    ol 

I  ho  south-cast  coast,  tliroiigh  wliicli  not  a 
needle  conld  have  been  smuggled  in  a 
harrrfload  of  hay  :  this  ^vas  a  duly  for 
which  the  yachtsman  was  admirably  suired. 

II  required  tact,  for  the  pre-war  coaster 
was  a  touchy  fellow  and  accustomed  lo 
keep  himsilf  to  himself:  furthermore,  it 
called  for  intimate  co-operation  with  the 
Custom  olliecis  of  coast  and  estuary  ])orts  : 
l)ut  these  the  yaehtsuic]!  had  known  and 
drunk  a  pot  of  bet  r  with  any  time  during 
the  p;).st  (ive-and-twenty  years. 

The  motor-boats  found  themselves  slicp- 
herdiiig  wayward  hsiiiiig  Heets  out  ol' 
foioidden  waters  siuidenly  hedged  about 
with  incomprehensible  p,rohibitions  :  they 
guarded  them  on  theii'  lawful  occasions; 
and  because  they  kiK  w  them  and  their 
fathers  before  tluin.  knew  also  when  to 
caution  wrong-chxrs  and  when  to  con(iseat( 
n(ts  and  sails.  'J'iiis.  it  may  be  remarked 
in  passing,  is  a  wisdom  not  learned  in  ])alhs 
ashore  nor  yet  in  the  training  colleges  of 
the  Navy.  'l'he\  served  as  lenders  to  the 
big  ships  and  to\v(d  targets  lor  tiie  smaller 
ones.  'Ihey  l)rought  i»at  i  le  cruisers  the  ir  love- 
letters,  and  acipiired  both  skill  and  cunning 
in  sinkinLT  llfiatinu  niiiH>s  with  line-fire. 
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Thus,  in  due  course,  was  their  probation 
aeconiphshcd.  TIic  Navy  had  observed  it 
all,  mostly  without  comment  or  eulogy. 
Hut  when  the  time  was  ripe  it  produced  a 
standardised  type  of  motor  patrol  boat, 
armed  and  equipped  in  all  respects  as  little 
men-of-war. 

"  Now,"  said  the  Xavy  to  the  yachtsman. 
"  shake  liands  as  one  of  us.  and  tiien  siill'er 
us  to  train  you  for  a  little  while-  -even  to 
putting  you  wise  about  depth-char<T('s  luid 
Ilotchkiss  fjuns-ere  you  have  vour  h(at'"s 
desire. 

The  yachtsmen  leant  an  var  to  the  Xavy 
Stall'  Instructors  (wise  men  from  a  torpedo 
school  called  the  "  Vernon  "')  Avith  eao<  r 
willingness.  "  I'.ut  wlu  ri-.*'  asked  the  Navy, 
"  are  the  rest  of  you  ?  There  aren't  enough 
to  ffo  roimd  the  boats  we've  ordered."' 

The  yaelitsmen.  labouring  at  aj>pli(d 
mechanics  and  the  true  inwardm  ss  of  high- 
explosive  bombs,  said  nothing.  There  had 
been  a  time  when  their  numbers  would  have 
more  than  sufliced  for  all  the  country's 
needs.  lUit  some  were  lying  under  the 
sandy  soil  of  (iallipoli.  or  the  marshes  '^ 
Planders,  and  others  were  whittling  moc'ci 
yachts  out  of  bits  of  wood  in  Dutch  intern- 
ment camps  :  the  roll  of  honour  in  well- 
nigh     every    yacht     club     in     the    kingdom 
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supplied  tlio  answer.  The  matter  was  not 
one  for  eitlu  r  cavil  or  regret.  A  man  can  die 
l)nt  once,  and  so  long  as  he  dies  gloriously 
the  region  of  dir  iission  as  to  his  whercahouts 
is  passed. 

Tiien  came  the  oversea  gipsies  to  fill  tlie 
vacant  places  of  those  of  their  brethren 
who  had  finished  their  last  long  trick.  I'roni 
Auckland.  Sydney,  and  Winnipeg  they  came  : 
from  Vancouver.  Wellington.  Toronto,  and 
:\Iontreal.  They  were  strangers  t(*  (.'r(.ucli 
and  Solent,  but  the  yachtsiicn  of  Knghnid 
welcomed  tlicm  into  the  mysterious  in- 
dissoluble frcc-masonry  <if  all  sra-lovers, 
wliieii  muUrthe  Wliite  Ensign  is  called  to-day 
th<-  K. X.V.I?. 

Xow.  of  their  achievcm'  nts  in  the  Molt  r 
Boat  I'atrol  wor  li-  pens  than  mine  ha\  e 
written.  They  havt  endured  monotony  — 
which  is  the  lol  of  many  in  modern  war  - 
and,  what  is  more  diflicult,  have  maintain-  d 
llu'ir  tllieicncy  and  enthusiasm  t!irough(»iit. 
They  ]ierform  duties  which  are  in  no  way 
connec'  d  with  glory  in  any  sliapc  or  form, 
and  have  been  conten*  to  wait  thiir  turn 
Cor  greater  tilings  v*ith  willing  eheerfulncss. 
Aiul  some  have  attained  that  gl<»!\.  l>uying 
it  lightly  at  the  piice  of  life. 

Thus   far    we   have    attcmpltd    to   record 
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your    leave  the    truest    of    all    sea  gipsies„ 
l^ut    there    v/ere    others,    owners    of   ocean- 
eroing  steam-yachts  and  Atlantic  Cup  raeers. 
wliose   experience   of  the   sea  differed   little 
fiom  that  of  IJie  ru^rgod  professional.    These, 
on  the  outbreak   of  war,   proceeded  to  the 
nearest  dockyard  demanding  guns,  and  men 
who  could  shoot  them,  in  the  King's  name. 
They  got  the  guns  and  the  men,  and  they 
reinforced  the  trawler  patrol  and  examina- 
tion   service    from    the    Siietlands    to    the 
Lizard.     When   it    is  remembered    that  few 
of  these  gallant  sportsmen  possessed  masters' 
"  tickets  ''  :     that    ;3()0-ton    yachts    are    not 
built  to  keep  the  seas  in  winter  off  the  outer 
Hebrides,    and    yet    kept   them  :     wlien   the 
luimber    of    losses    and    groundings    during 
the     period     they     were     conunanded     by 
amateurs  is  compared  with   the  subsequent 
tale   of  their   achievements  under   the   pro- 
fessional    seamen     wlio    succeeded     them — • 
then  some  true  insight  into  the  \  aluc  of  the 
deep-sea  yachtsmen's  work  will  be  obtained, 
'ihis  is  not   the  time  to   recount   in  detail 
the   performances   of  the  individual   or   his 
yacht.     The    Navy    knows    them,    but    the 
Xavy,     according    to    its    wont,    is    sihnt. 
Some   day,    however,    when  the  lawns   that 
overlook  the  Solent  are  thronged  once  more. 
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reflect  the  graceful  outlines  of  these  slim 
Amazons  of  the  sea,  smoking-room  and  tea 
tables  -will  hear  the  talcs — or  some  of  them. 
And  there  'will  be  some  for  ever  untold, 
because  the  men  who  might  have  told  them 
have  passed  into  the  Great  Silence. 

One  story,  however,  will  serve  to  illus- 
trate the  spirit  in  wliich  the  deep-sea  yachts- 
man answered  the  call. 

There  was  a  certain  man  living  overseas 
who  at  the  outbreak  of  war  was  approached 
by  his  son.  "  Em  going  over  to  enlist." 
said  the  boy.  Now  the  boy's  niother  was 
an  invalid,  and  this  was  the  only  son. 

The  father  smoked  in  silence  for  a  minute, 
considering  his  son's  amiouneement. 

"  No,"  he  replied  at  last,  "  not  yet.  If 
you  are  killed,  youi*  mother  would  die. 
i'll  go  over  lirst."' 

His  son  laughed  indignantly  witli  the 
scorn  of  youth.  "  You're  too  old,  dad," 
he  said  ;    "  you're  fifty-five." 

"  Eifty-three,"  amended  the  older  man. 
"  Fifty-three,  and  I've  got  a  mastt>r"s  ticket." 
This  was  a  man  Avho  raced  iiis  own  \aclit 
across  the  Atlantic  in  tlie  days  of  |)i})ing 
peace.  "  liut  Ell  act  fair  by  you,''  lie  con- 
tinued. "I'll  go  over  and  volunteer,  and  if 
they  won't  liave  me  Ell  come  back  and  vou 
can  go  instead — and  God  go  witti  you.' 
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They  shook  hands  on  the  deal,  and  tho 
older  man  went. 

Volunteers  of  fifty-three  —  even  with 
masters'  tiekets — were  not  bein/^  eajrcrly 
sought  after  in  the  Navy  at  the  bcj^nnnin^ 
of  the  war.  The  volunteer  perhaps  refill sed 
this,  and  so  it  happened  tliat  VVhiicJudl 
accepted  his  age  at  his  own  estimate  fort\- 
tive. 

It  was  older  than  he  looked  or  felt  :  and 
if  his  clear  eyes  are  any  index  to  eliaraeUr 
it  was  the  first  and  last  lie  he  e\  er  told. 

His  son  awaited  the  return  of  the  prodigal 
with  some  impatience  ;  hnally  he  recei\ed 
a  k'tter  bidding  iiim  to  keep  eherrfnl  and 
look  after  his  mother.  His  j)arc'nt  was  :•( 
the  time  of  ^^riting  in  charge  of  an  aruud 
iXunrd.  iiursin<'  a  leakv  Norwegian  wind- 
jamnier  through  a  north-easterly  gali-  in 
the  region  of  Iceland.  He  cNcntualiy  b.illlrd 
her  and  a  contraband  carco  into  Stornowav. 
and  <K)t  the  hrst  bath  and  drv  clotlus  he 
had  had  Cor  ten  days,  lie  said  he  was 
\ cry  !iaj)[)y  and  doing  his  bit;  and  this  I 
hope  and  believe  he  still  is. 


iH?,' 


It  is  this  love  of  the  sea  and  familiarity 
with  it  in  all  its  conditions  thai  ha\  <•  sti\  rd 
the   I{.N.\'.I«.    oflicer   in    monicnls   of  stress 
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in  a  manner  which  the  frequent  D.S.C.'s 
among  tlicni  testify.  But  there  arc  other 
incidents  that  have  passed  without  such 
recognition  because  they  came  in  the  phnn 
path  of  duty  or  were  incidental  to  the  sea- 
gipsy's  love  of  adventure.  One  of  these 
deserves  mention,  because  the  two  great 
Reserve  services,  the  R.N.H.  and  the 
R.X.V.R.,  joined  hands  in  tlie  aflair  and 
saw  it  through  together. 

Two  divisions  of  Rrilish  drifters  were 
lying  in  a  cross-Channel  }  >rt  awaiting  orders 
to  return  to  their  base.  It  was  in  the  winter, 
and  a  south-easterly  gulc  was  blowing. 
The  subocquent  meteorological  r(  curds  testify 
to  its  being  the  worst  that  year. 

The  order  to  return  came  to  the  senior 
olllcer  of  the  flrifl(>rs  qualified  l)\  ''  as  soon 
as  the  we.it her  has  moderated  siifHcientlv.'' 
'V\ir  senior  ollicer  of  one  division  was  an 
olliccr  of  the  Royal  Naval  Heserve.  and  of 
tile  other  a  sul^heutenant  of  tlu  \'ohml((r 
Heserve.  lie  oi  the  H.S.U.  looked  at  the 
sky  and  the  breakers  bursting  in  sheets  of 
foam  against  the  breakwater  and  thence 
lo  the  baron, etr,  and  opined  tliat  it  wasn't 
^ood   enough. 

The  R.N.V.H.  snb-heutenant  said  he  was 
tiled  of  harbour  and  guess«<j  he'd  ha\  e  u 
'>ntnp    at     it.     Th<'    H.N.H.     sul)  h.  utenan* 
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(lanined  liis  eyes  for  a  fool,  but  made  the 
sional  for  shortening  cable  in  his  own  division. 
The  gale  abated  slightly,  and  the  two 
divisions  wallowed  out  in  line  ahead  through 
the  ilying  seud. 

In  mid-Channel  they  eneountered  a  1.000- 
ton  steamer,  dcreliet  and  drifting,  down  by 
the  head,  before  the  gale.  The  R.X.V.K. 
man  watched  lur  sluggish  j>lunge  and  scend 
in  tile  s\vv\)  witid-wliipped  troughs,  and 
deeidrd  she  wasnt  as  bad  as  she  pretended 
to  be. 

"  Take  eharge  oi  both  divisions  of 
drifters."  he  signalled  to  his  confrere  in 
the  liny  lUigship  of  the  other  di\  ision, 
"  and  take  them  into  harbour.  1  am  going 
to  board." 

He  then  bade  his  ski))ptr  ])ut  his  eraft 
ah)ngsi(h'  tiic  yawning  derelict,  and  called 
for  voiuntiers  to  aee(i!it|)any  hiiii.  I'is  men 
w<'re  no  cowards.  b\il  thry  wcrei't  iired  of 
hie,  and  ttiost  ol  t  liem  liad  \vi  vrs  ai\d  lamilies. 

I  II  vonie."'  salt!   fh''  cook,   however. 

They  r.iii  down  wind  under  the  sheiring 
bulwarks,  and  the  1{.X.\M{.  sub-lieute!)ant 
and  the  cook  Icajx-d  at  a  trailing  fall,  climbed 
up  it  hand  oxer  hand,  and  tunibird  on  to 
llu-  de^'.rted  upper  d'ck  of  the  st-amcr. 

In  tlie  meanwhile,  the  1\.X.1{.  sub- 
lieutenant    had      proceeded      Lo     \sindward. 
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comnicndod  liis  command  lo  their  respective 
skippers,  laiinehed  liis  coekleslull  of  a  hoar 
and  drifted  down  in  it.  Iialf-swamped.  mi'il 
!k',    too,   was  able  t..  e;Je!i   the  fall,   and  so 
cliiiibed   inboard.     Jle    was    in    time   to   see 
!iie  l^X.V.U.   knock   oil   the  cable  stoppers 
and  let  jro  both  anchors.     The  drifters  wer.' 
sr-llowcd   hy    ihe   mist   and    rain   and    i)r()- 
c..<l(v.    lo  their   base,   eallinir  ,,n    their  pods 
lo  witness  they   were  no  c<n\;,i-(Is.    bnt    that 
liiere  were  limits  to  what   a   man  coiilo    be 
expected  to  do  b.r  slieer  love  of  adventure. 
>    swift    survey    of   the    dci(  liet    disclosed 
the    far!    IJiat    her   \o.    -    hold    was   Ih.odeti, 
cilh'T   as   the   result   of  a    mine   or    torpedo. 
On    the    olher     hand,     all     bnlkix^ads    were 
holdmjr.  and  the  eni';iue-room  w.is  nntouched. 
Said    the    \{.\M.    num  :     "'  If   ^,r   ,,,ul(l    .ret 
steam    on   her.    Ed    up   killiek    and    take   this 
iH'oker    into    the    Downs."      ]!„t    three    men 
cannot  raise  sleam  and  na\i!rate  a    1  oof.-fnn 
steamer    wilhont    assistau'v,    so    ||hv    made 
thems(l\cs  conifort;il)h'  .-ind    waited.' 

Eate  in  the  ariern..ou  a  d(strov(r  arrive  I. 
the  s.dt  spume  <-rustiu;,r  l,,,-  fniuirls,  and' 
the  handllaKs  bus>  above  her  brid^rc  screens. 
Erepare    to   abandon    d(  relict.      \Ai|j    m) 
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de>'-oyer,   in    much    the    tone   that    a    pan  t,t 
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succeeded   in   getting  itself  run   over   b>    n 
motor-car. 

"Well,  now,"  said  the  R.X.V.R.  to  the 
R.N.H.,  "  tliat's  a  funny  tiling:  I'm 
l)othered  if  I  can  read  that  signal.  But 
my  sight  isn't  what  it  used  to  he." 

"  I  can  make  semaphore  all  right,"  replied 
{lie  R.X.H.,  "  but  wiien  it  eonies  to  reading 
it  I  get  all  of  a  dither.  'P'raps  the  cook  (  n 
read  it." 

The  cook  replied  at  once  tliat  t  was 
(ireek  to  him,  or  words  io  that  effc  ♦^. 
Tiie  destroyer,  accordingly,  after  wailing 
some  time  and  growing  nore  angry,  went 
up  to  windward  and  anchored. 

"Now."  said  tlie  U.N.V.n.  to  thcH.X.R.. 
"  you  talked  a  lot  about  your  semaphore. 
.Just  make  them  a  signal  to  send  us  a  dozen 
engine-room  ratings  and  an  engineer  olVu-er, 
and  we'll  raise  steam  and  ])ioceed  to  the 
Downs.  Thank  tliem  for  coming  to  see  us. 
l)y  the  way.     They're  getting  peevish." 

The  H.\.|{.,  in  terms  ofdijilomatic  sun ^i on. 
signalled  accordingly,  and  towards  dusk 
a  drenched  boatload  of  tlw  H<»y;il  Navy. 
iMigine-rooin  Department,  itnixcd  on  board. 
Hefreshed  with  Madeira  from  the  captain's 
saloon.  IliiA  proc(cd<  (1  to  the  engine-room, 
tilled  the  boilc  is,  lit  the  lurnMct  s,  and  had 
sleam     raisid     by     (la\light.     'i"he     steamei 
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tlion  slipped  hor  cables,  which  had  become 
too  foul  to  weigh,  sub  ituted  an  Admiralty- 
pattern  kedgc  for  th(>  lost  aneh.ors,  and 
proce(  lec^  modestly  under  her  own  steam 
and  the  destroyer's  escort  to  the  Downs. 

A  month  I  ter  the  H.X.V.K.  met  the 
R.N..  .  ashore. 

"  'Member  that  derelict  we  salved  to- 
Rothcr,"  said  the  R.N.V.R.  "  T  y,.  been  up 
t  J  London  to  see  about  salvage  and  all  that." 

The  1?.X.H.  brightened  considerably. 

''  She's  worth  £l2(».()()(»,  light."  he  said. 

"She  is,"  was  the  reply,  in  detached 
tones  such  as  the  ("haneellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  employ  to  outline  hislhidgct  ; 
"  but  she  was  on  (.overnment  charter.  As 
she  xvas  salved  by  "-he  to-ok  a  long  breath 
—''  Naval  oflicers,  there  ain't  any  salvage." 


CllAPTEll    VII 

Till:  DAY     AND  TllK  MOKNIXG  AFTER 

1,00 laxc  hack  011  a  l:al.  icloscopo  of  nrronf 
('\('i;ls,  one  is  ai)t  to  be  ..truck  i:y  the 
w  il  '■  of  insi^iiificanl  detail  Avith  uliich 
memory  hurdetis  itself.  Of  all  the  tljundcrous 
})aiio)-a!)!a  in  \',hicli  a  Fleet  .\elioii  ))rescnts 
itself  to  the  imaj^nnation,  very  little  is 
recorded  in  the  miiid  of  a  partitipnnt  at 
the  !ime.  Fater  on  a  man  ir.ay  lit  the 
delails  together  into  an  orderly  eompre- 
jiensix''.-  lahlcan  for  I  he  beiient  (^f  I'l  lations 
and  oiht-rs.  sni)|'l\  iiii!  fi'oni  hearsay  and 
imaoinalion  all  that  he  missed  as  an  in- 
si^iiii'icaiit  actor  in   []n    ^i^.it  drama. 

(tr(jpi:i^  anion*^  the  memories  of  tiie  Ihittle 
of  .hit h'.nd  ;ind  the  j)art  phtxcd  tlurein  hy 
ihe  fleet  !l;i;,fshii).  it  is  not  nmi;itnr;iL  there- 
fore, that  a  pri\ate  of  marims  slionld  come 
most  reachiy  to  mind.  lie  it  was  \vh(»  in  cn- 
|o\  nicnl  of  his  oHiee  of  S(r\.uit  j(ikr(l  asi(h' 
the  curtain  of  a  eahin  (h»oi  ahout  .'5.15  p.m. 
on  yiuy  .'51st.  I'.'Ki.  and  amionnc'-d  in  laconic 
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tones  that  the  ileet  was  goin^  to  "  Action 
;•  tations  "  in  half  an  liour's  time. 

The  Onlooker  had  kept  the  morning  vratch 
ai  d    was   engaged   on   his   bunk   in  what  is 
eolloquiallv    known    as    a    "  stretch    off    the 
land." 

"  Kh  ?  •'  lie  said. 

"  'Arf  an  hour."  rejieated  the  mcssengei 
of  ?dars.  There  Avas  in  his  tone  that  note 
of  impassive  stoicism  usually  rubrivt-d  for 
liie  announcement  that  llu;  Onlooker's  gold 
hnks  had  gone,  iti  the  cuffs  o''  a  shirt,  to 
hie  wa^:h-  or  similarly  soul-shaking  tidings, 
'■he  latter  descended  from  his  bunk  in  search 
of  the  sinews  of  war. 

•' Wlicre  tiie  de\  iTs  m\-  gas-mask?"    he 
queried,  after  a  breathless  search. 

"  'Andy."  replied  the  stoic.  He  rum- 
magi'd  in  an  obscure  "glory-hole"  and 
produced  in  lur?i  his  master's  })Oot-cleaning 
g'ar.  his  own  litty-box.  private  stock  (/; 
LoiKircu,  iutiKfc  s  pcuiraii.  and  iinaii\  j)i' 
maslcr's  gas-r  ..sk.  'J'his.  emj>tied  of  a 
further  assort  iiicnt  of  his  personal  jxtsses- 
sions.  he  graxcly  handed  to  the  Onlooker. 

That  worthy  rapidly  collected  his  remain- 

'!'g      iinjK  ,!inii  Ilia      and      siruggh-d      into    a 

British,     warm  "  ;      as    lie    (hd     so    e-  rlain 

obscure  M-nrnings  of  I  he  distant    past   (those 

fir-oii'  da\s   \\Iun   we  read    handljooks   and 
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attended  lootures  on  war  in  the  abstract) 
came  back  to  mind,  "  l^y  tiie  wav.*'  he 
said— "  imderclotiiinfT.  In  tlie  Russo-Ja{>a- 
ncse  war  they  always  put  on  clean  under- 
clothing before  goinjj  into  action,  I  remember. 
Septic  wounds,  and  all  that.  Wlien  did  I 
have  a  clean  shift  last  ?  '' 

His  official  valet  closed  his  eyes,  as  if 
contemplatijifT  a  vista  of  time  greater  than  1  he 
human  memory  could  in  justice  be  cxpeeled 
to  span.  Finally  lie  shook  his  head  f^looimiv. 
"  Couldn't  riolitiy  say.  l)ut     -    " 

"Never  mind."'  inlerrui)tol  the  Or.Iooker 
hastily.  "I  ha\-en"t  time  now,  anywav," 
and  made  for  the  door.  L^is  servant's 
impassive  countenance  softened  ;  perluips 
lie  was  rellectinfr  that  they  miohi  never 
again  forgather  in  that  cabin.  "  It's  goin" 
to  be  cold  up  ti  'ic^  ---"  he  jerked  his  head 
towards  the  upper-deck  and  forebridge,  ar.d 
eyed  his  master  compassioriateiy.  "  Friter 
'ave  \()ur  woolly  nmllh  r  what  Nour  wife 
knitted  for  you." 

The  Onlooker  was  touehrd.  " 'i'b.n.k 
\ou,'"  he  said.  -11'  1  may  I'orrow  ;t  for 
the  all'  moon   ,    .   .  "" 


'iMic    chiller    (»!'   cups    and    saucers    in    t!ie 
neigiibouriiig    paiilry    guided     his    foolsUps 
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to  the  wardroom  in  search  of  tea.  That  the 
warning  had  gone  round  was  evident  from  the 
prevalent  wakefulness  (unusual  at  that  hoiu") 
of  all  the  oecu^»ants  of  the  iiicss.  Everyone 
was  garbed  for  the  fray  according  to  his  pro- 
spective role  or  individual  taste.  Costumes 
ranged  between  cricketing  flamiels  and  diiffle 
overalls  with  Balaclava  iKhncls  and  sea- 
boots. 

It  might  reasonably  have  been  expected 
that  one  topic  and  one  only — "  Der  Tag  " — 
would  have  been  on  everyone's  lips.  The 
Cierman  Fleet  was  out  :  \\as  even  then  being 
lined  ncrtli  by  the  battle  cruisers,  and  the 
Fleet  was  rushing  (o  meet  it  in  battle-array. 
Tiie  hour  for  which  the  Fleet  had  waittd 
tw(  ?ity-two  weary  months  was  about  to 
strike  :  and  no  one  c-ven  mentioned  it. 

The  aifectation  was  sopuhow  peeuliarlv 
iJiih'sh.  Drake  cpilomiscd  it  for  i\\\  time 
wli(  n  he  dielared  there  was  time  to  linish  the 
game  and  beat  the  Spaniards  too:  but  i|  i^ 
a  (juesiion  whether  the  self-eonseious  imj)er- 
tnibabili.y  oftiuitgameofbowlsonriymouth 
lioe  e(pialled  thai  of  (he  Fleet  l!agship"s 
wardroom  as  its  hh  inbcrs  sal  in  noisy  baiitei- 
round  iiic  lea  table,  nnmeiiingbread-and-jam 
with  a  furtive  c-ye  on  the  eloek.   ... 

It  was  left  to  the  eommander-in-eluef's 
Hag  lieuleninl    to  break   the  s[)ell.      He  put 
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down  his  cup  wiHi  a  clatter,  picked  up  his 
telescope,  aad  losc  t<>  his  feel,  fastcaiiig  liie 
toggles  of  his  (iuflle  coal". 

"  Weil,  boys  ...?'•  he  said,  and  walked 
towards  the  door  as  Mie  bugles  began  to 
blare  i\long  mcss-dcck  and  l)altcrv. 


■>§UM     I 


1^ 


Conceahnenl    of    his    emotions    is    not    a 
marked   el'.ai'aeti  n'siie    ol'  the   Tritish   blue- 
jacket: or  nia.-ine.  vdudevev  aiieeiations  mr.y 
be  ciierished  ]yy  I:is  olhcers  iii  Ihal  respe-i. 
The    exultant   speculations,  prophecies,    and 
thanksgiving  of  a   thousand    n.ien.    crowded" 
111  fhose  coniined  spacer,   met  the  ear  wilh 
a  noise  like  {]\v  sea.     ( onmionplace  sounds 
suddenly    ac(]uire(l    a    tlu-illing    significance, 
and  the  clang  of  the  securing  chains  of  tjie 
guns    as    they    were    released,    the    tireless 
drone    of   the   turbines    far    below,    slirillino- 
pipe    and     blare    e>f    bugle    overhead,     cc)!ii- 
biiif'd    to    sel   li-e  ];ulses  a!:  a   gallop.      Tiie 
Onlooker     passed      furwa.rd     througii     tiiat 
electrical  liih-  »»[  rinolion  iuul  iaugiiing  men 
that  surg<'(l  lowarcis  il)e  hatchways,  and  en 
JhNfr  (i\cri<)uk   a   leading  seaniaTu     ] h-  Vvas 
iit'iniaDy    a    stai(k    unemotional    individu.-il. 
known  best  (from  I  he  standpoint  of  censor) 
as    an     incorrigible    Idler-writer,     lie    was 
CHjx  ring,  literally  capering,  ahnig  the  battery. 
And  as  l;e  capered  lie  shouted  : 


a 
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"  TJicy'rc  out.  lads  !  tluy're  out  I  Christ  ! 
'i  hcy'rc  out  this  tiiiu-  !  " 

And  out  (Ikv  wro.  for  jiro'ieritlv,  on  the 
wiud  that  san^^  past  I  ho  naked  rails  of  tlie 
forebridcrp  and  {he  ])rllyinfr  lialhards.  came 
the  first  <Trun)})le  of  frunlire  out  of  the  haze 
aiiead. 

J^-rhaps  it  was  the  utter  absence  of  colour, 
tlie  dull  gr{y  jnonoehronic  of  sea  and   skv. 
slij|)s  and  smoke,  ihat  heiffjitened  tlie  resem- 
'nianee  of  whal  hallowed  to  tiie  shifting  scene 
of    a    cinema    show.     It    r(  bbcd    e\ en    dire 
calamity  of  all  ti-rror  a!  the  time,      it  seemed 
incredible  that  the  cruiser  on  the  starboard 
(juartrr.      rih-.-d      all     about      with      yeasty 
pinnacles   of  water,    was  one   of  ours,    beiu'v 
hanmiered   lo  extinction  l)y  the  fr^ins  of  an 
enemy  invisible.     The  eve  "followed  her  dis- 
[Kissionatily  as  she  ran  that  desperate  ^auiit- 
Iv't  of    piichiii.r    salvcjs  :     and   wlicn  the  end 
came,  ami  shv  ehano-cd  in  the  lUitter  of  an 
eyelid  into  a  cKmd   of  black    smoke,   it   was 
some  time  brlwrc   a    subconscious  voice  said 
to    the  Onlooker:    " 'I'lurc   crocs  pdlant    Sir 
i'obtri   .   .   .  and   yoiTil    ncxcr    shake   ])icky 
(  artcr  by  tiu-  h;uid  aj^ain.   ..." 


o 


Equally  remote  and  um-cal  wer<-  the  effects 
our  own  oimlire,  sern  and  lost  and  olimpscfl 
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again  in  that  ever-shifting  Xorth  Sea  haze 
xV  cnppU'd  (icrman  destroyer  erauhng  out 
of  range,  (h,wn  l,y  the  stern,  like  a  hare 
whose  huKlcinarters  have  Um  paralvsed 
'>y  a  ehnnsy  sportsman:  an  cnen.v  linht 
cruiser,    (hsrnasted,    funnels    o^(■r    th'e    .ide^ 

onr  gun  sp,l  I  i„g  ddhinee  from  a  shanihlcs  of  a 
battery  as  she  sank  :  a  great  hatlh-ship  h'slin.. 
ONvr  all  asuarni  ^vith  spreks  of  humanif  v- ! 
surrly  it    was  none  cf  ,.,„•  noisv  (h)ing '^  ' 

And  Ih.n  su.ld.nlv  a  salv,',  of  M;i,,h 
slulls  ••straddled-  us.  and  a  veou.an  of 
signals  H.suh.tlu.()nI.H,k..r  put  out  a  hand 
andpullrdh.nilMl,i„d  I  he  shrltcr  ,,f  •,  (••uin- 
wind  seiren. 

•'li-t  get  lu-Unu\  -en.,  sir/"  h.  said. 
"'">  iii''^.I..Mrd,tv„f  it  st.uek  (h.,„  sin...|- 
'•■'"eou.ly.   a„<!    Ihex    JH.ih   iaugiied 


as 
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">'•    'Ms.gn.l:e.-,nl    .h.ties  ..f  fh.    Pnlooker 

I'"t,  ,"  ''  •■'  '■'""■  '•''••"'•  '"  "'••  -'ion 
,  ,""■  "^^""  '•••""-iig  l.nvr,-.  Situal.d  far 
'"■''7,,"'^'  wal.rline  and  hehin.l  ..,||  ,|, 
^ivadahle  arniuur.  ,|  ,s  ,h,„„  d  th,  sales 
'^'''■';  "'  ""•  ^^'""-  -nd  is  the  saluhrn.us 
>n-.rt   ol  vanuus  s..<.u„ds-u,-e,Mnn.and.   uait- 

'>'Ut-sl.pu.lnlh,sh.M.sofdefunelsupen„rs 
.•.suee.s.ounrose.      They  u ,,  ,•  ,,,.1  a  eh-nful 

•"'"''''">•     -n-     flHir    role     was     pro    Inn 
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necessarily    passive.     Furl  !,<,•.    iluir    know- 
ledge (,r  wli.t  was  going  on  was  limited  to 
seraps    of    iiiCortnal  ion    that    iiltmd    down 
a  voiee-pipc  Iron,  the  n])p,r  connin.-  lower 
tliroiigh    a    varicly    ol'    nudiniiis    alf  husilv 
employed  on  oilur  maflcrs.     The  assistant 
eonslruclor     (sometime     darling     ,,r     ini.T- 
nahonal   luighy  crowds),   si,.,,,!   will,  ),is  rar 
to    the    voiec-p.pe   and    wail, d     f- „•    news    as 
ii  Neapolitan    Ix-ggar   heseeelies  alms.     Sud- 
denly he  pai.sed.  and   Ins  I'aee  bright  c,,,.,!. 

"  ])isal)led  Zeppelin  WuMuvj  on  tl.e  snrjae, 
alicud.  '  he  amionnecl.     'i'luT,-  uas  a  general 
!'righl<'ning    of    flu.    eountmanees    an.und 
i  "llowed  a  long  pause.      Then  : 

"Wash-out  !      \,,|    a  >:,|.prlin.     Dow.s  ol' 
U  bailie  cruiser  slicking  out   ol'  |||,-  ualer.'* 

"(iood  egg."  said  someone.  -Another 
nun  done  in." 

It  didn't  seem  to  (,eenr  lo  anyone  thai  it 
"light  not  have  heen  a  i.un.  '\  s  a  matter 
of  fact  it  was  the  I, ,1  in,, hie.  ,„  ;,11  i  ],..,(  ^^..,., 
left  of  her. 


Outside  the  I,.\v,i'  conning  low,  r  a  liltie 
group  of  messengers,  el, cine  |i^|,t  arid  liic 
Mud  wreckage  parli,s  sI,m„|  an-l  <hs,.oms,(|. 
Thry  were  disp:a>  nig  an  unw,.nl.,|  ml, Test 
111  tiieiueritsand  ilmicrils  ,.f  suimmmg  h,  lis. 
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"Got  yours  on,  Xol)l)y  ?  "  inquired  one 
boy-nicssciifrcr  of  niiollu'r. 

"  Y\is."  was  llie  reply  in  lonse  grave  tones. 
"An'  if  we  sinks  I'm  {^roin"  to  save  Admiral 
Jellieoe  an'  net   the  \'ieloria  Cross." 

This  pious  iii(rht  of  fancy  appaiently 
rather  took  his  friend's  hrealh  away,  for 
there  was  a  moment's  silenec. 

"You  can  'elp,"  lie  added  generouslv. 
They   were  "  R aggies  "  apjjarently       .   .    ' 


IJonetion  earn--  wil!i   Ihe  following  dawn: 
a   weariness  of  the  v^n!   (hat  no  falifrne  of 
the  flesh  can  equal.     All  one's energits seemed 
needed  to  coinhat   the   overwhelming  (hsire 
''<^'"    '•;l<'«p.     and     the    sensitive    plate    whieii 
records  excn   ahsmdities   in    the   iniiul   holds 
httl'    save    one    recollection    (f    thai    dawn. 
iUi!   whatever  has  grown  dim  and  been  for- 
gotten,  the  memory  of  a  journex    afl    along 
the  mess-(h-ek  in  search  r,f  a  cup  of  tea  will 
always  survive.     The  grc  y  daylight  sti  ugglrd 
ihrough  the  gunports  and  mingled  with  the 
sickly    glare    of    electric    lights    along    the 
narrow  vista  of  the  mess-deck-.     One  wa!eh 
«'f  s|ok<'rs  had  been   relieved,   and   they    lay 
wlicre  they  hod  dropped  on  coming  up  fro'ii 
the  stokehold.     On  every  a\ailable  inch    ;.f 
space  all.!--  I  he  deck  sprawled  a  limj)  bundle 


DAY— AND  TTIE  MOIiXIXO  AITKIv  ISO 

of  },rriitiy  Viiffs  thnt  wns  a  man  asleep.  It: 
was  like  picking  a  pathway  tln'oiifjh  a  charnel- 
house  of  ebon  dead.  They  lay  on  their 
backs  with  outstretched  arms,  or  face  dowi;- 
wards  >\ilh  their  arms  nndor  their  fore- 
heads, in  every  imaofinuble  attitude  of  joint- 
less,  a})andoned  exhaustion.  The  warm,  sour 
smell  of  perspiration  mingled  with  the  after- 
math of  cordite  fumes.  .  .   . 

Tiic  guns'  crews  besido  their  guns  were 
silent.  Thcystoodorsat. arms  akimbo,  motion- 
less in  the  apathy  of  reaction  and  fatigue, 
following  the  passer  by  with  their  eyes.   .   .   . 

Aft  in  the  medical  distributing  station  all 
was  still  as  death.  Aien  lay  motionless, 
snoring  beside  the  stretchers  and  opeialing 
tables.  But  as  the  Onlooker  passecl,  some- 
thing moved  inside  the  aims  of  a  sleep- 
ing man.  A  stumpy  tail  wagged,  and  the 
ponderous  bulk  of  .Unnbo.  (lie  mascot  bull- 
dog, rose,  shook  himself  and  •  lotted  for- 
ward, grinning  a  greeting  from  one  survivor 
of  Ju'.hnid  to  nnother. 


', 
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CHArTER    VIII 

TITK   XAVY-UNDKIMIIE-SEA 

The  year  or  so  hcforr  tlio  war  found  the 
NiibniariiK-  S(  rvice  still  in  its  infancv,  nn 
irioH,  iinM]ii<r.  a  jest  amon^r  tlic  hiVshij) 
tblk  of  liic  Xavv-tliat-floats.  wlio  pointed 
with  inelegant  gestures  from  these  liundred- 
feet  cigar-shaped  egg-shells  to  tiieir  own 
towering  steil-shod  ranis  and  the  nineteen- 
tiiousandodd   tons  behind  eaeh  of  them. 

The  Submarine  Service  had  no  leisure  for 
j<sts  at  that  time,  even  if  tliey  had  seen 
anything  particularly  humorous  about  the 
c()mj)arison.  In  an  intensely  grim  and 
practical  way  they  were  dreaniers,  "greatly 
dreaming":  and  they  knew  that  the  day 
wiis  not  far  o|T  when  these  little  wet  ships 
of  tli.irs  would  come  into  their  own  and 
iiold.  in  the  bow  and  sttrn  of  each  fragile 
hull,  thr  keys  of  ch-jith  and  of  hell. 

The  Xavy-lhat  rioats  the  Navy  of 
aiguilletles  ;md  -'boiled  shirts."  of  "bath- 
rooms     and      Sunday-morning      divisions   - 
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clubbed  them  pirates.  Pirates,  because  tJiej' 
went  about  His  Majesty's  business  in  foot- 
ball sweaters  and  grey  flannel  trousers  tueked 
into  their  huge  sea-boots,  returning  to 
harbour  with  a  week's  giowth  oi'  beard  and 
nutnories  of  their  last  bath  grown  dim. 

The  Submarine  Ser\'iee  was  more  in- 
terested in  white  nnee  '  than  pirates  in  those 
days,  because  it  was  growing  up:  but  the 
allusion  stuck  in  the  mi  iiiory  of  one  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  war.  drew  hrst  blood  for 
the  submarines.  He  returned  to  harbour 
flying  a  tiny  silk  Skull- and-Crossbones  at  his 
masthead,  to  find  himself  the  object  of  the 
Navy's  vociferous  admiration,  and  later 
(because  such  quips  exchanged  between 
branches  of  the  Xaval  Service  are  apt  to 
get  misconstrued  in  less-enlightened  circles) 
of  their  liOrdships'  displeasmc. 

The  time  had  come,  in  short,  when  it 
was  the  turn  of  the  Submarine  Service  to 
develop  a  sense  of  humour  :  humour  of  a 
sort  that  was  apt  to  be  a  trifle  dour,  but 
it  was  ac(]uired  in  a  dour  school.  Tliev 
may  be  said  to  have  learned  it  tickling  Death 
in  the  ribs  :  and  at  that  game  he  who  laughs 
last  laughs  d(>cidedly   loudest. 

The    materials    for    mirth    in    submarine 

'    \\'liit<>   inico    wtii'    riirri<'(l    in   tlir   cnily   typos    ni   sub- 
ruiu-iiios  to  givt>  wiiriKiij^,  \>y  thcii'  iintii-n   of  iiii  i>s(ui><'  of  pip. 
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Circles  are  conmionly  such  as  can  ])e  easily 
come  by:  biir.siiii<T  bonil)s,  mines,  angry 
trawlers,  and  the  like.  I'liinos  not  in  [hen[- 
selves  funny,  jxThaps,  but  taken  m  con- 
junction  However  .  .  . 

A   sower  went  forth   sowing:    she  niovtrl 
circumspectly  at  night  on  the  surface  and 
during   th.e   dny  descended  to    the  bottcm, 
where  her  crew  slept,  ate  sausages  and  fri(  d 
eggs  and  h.-id  concerts  ;    there  were  fourteen 
Items  on  Ihe  progrannne  because  the  d:i\-s 
were    long,     and    live    instruments    in    tiie 
orchestra.     For  two  nights  she  grojied  her 
way      Ihronuh      shoals      and      snnd-banks, 
;iegotiating  ninehcu  kno'.vn  i.iinelields,  and 
only    Ihe    lime    lishes    enn    fell    how    manv 
unknown    ones.      i':arly    in    the    liiird    night 
she   iixed  her  jjosition.   eompleted   her  gHm 
sowing  (thereby  adding  a   twentieth   to" the 
liumber   of  known    minelields   v,iliiiii    a    few- 
square     inil.'s    o,!     the    Cenuaii    const)    and 
proceeded    I,,    return    iionie.     At    dawn    sh(< 
was   sighted    by    twc   (.ermnn    seaplanes   on 
patrol:      she    dived    immediaiely.     but    the 
wifiged  enemy.  Iravdling  a1  a  hundred  miles 
;in  hour,  were  oti  top  ,,r  jur  before  the  swirl 
of  her  dive  had  k  (I   iiie  wahr. 

Now  it  must  be  explained  that  a  certain 
eleetneally  controlled  mechanism  in  the 
interior   of  a    submarine    is   so    constructed 
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that  if  any  shock  tlirows  it  out  of  adjustment, 
a  bell  liners  loudiy  to  advertise  the  fact. 
As  the  submarine  dived,  trro  bombs  dropped 
from  the  clouds  burst  in  rapid  succession 
d;m.(Terously  adjacent  to  the  hull. 

The  boat  was  still  trembling  from  the 
concussion  when  sharj)  ami  char  above  the 
lium  of  the  motors  rang  jut  the  electric 
bell  refened  to. 

"  ]Maria."  said  a  voice  out  of  the  shimmer- 
ing perspective  of  maehiiM  ly  an<i  motionless 
iigures  awaiting  l)<>a:h.  'Miive  the  gentle- 
man a  bag  (»f  nuls  I  " 


In  spile  of  nearly  three  years  of  war, 
the  memory  ot  the  days  when  the  big 
Navy  laughed  at  its  mieoulh  lledgling  has 
not  altogether  died  .-.way  from  the  minds  of 
the  Su})marine  Serviee.  (opportunities  for 
repartee  come  none  too  often,  ))ut  they  are 
rarely  missed. 

Now  the  branch  of  the  parent  Navy  with 
which  the  Submarine  Service  has  remained 
most  in  touch  is  the  department  concerned 
with  mines  and  torpedoes.  The  head- 
que^rters  of  such  craft manship  is  properly 
a  shore  estal)li.shnient  :  but  following  the 
custom  ct  the  Navy  it  retains  the  name  of 
the  hulk  from  which  it  (  vohed.  and  is  known 
in  S( !  V  \v.-  circles  as  li.M.S.  J'crnon. 
la 
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A  certain  submarine  was  returning  from 
what  (to  borrow  a  phrase  from  (ierman 
naval  cottniiioiiquh)  may  be  deseribed  as 
an  enterj)rise.  It  was  one  which  involved 
a  number  of  lur/ardous  feats,  not  least  of 
which  was  navigating  submerged  in  an  area 
from  which  the  enemy  had  removed  all 
buoys  and  ligh.ts,  and  Avas  ])atroUing  with, 
destroyers   and  Teutonic  thoroughness. 

The  submarine  was  })roceeding  thus  at 
slow  speed  with  her  crew  at  their  stations. 
Their  countenances  w;)re  expressions  similar 
to  those  on  tiie  faces  of  the  occu{)ants  of  a 
railway  carriage  traveling  througii  a  tunne! 
One,  a  red-pat rd  man.  tattooed  like  a  Vaiv- 
gonian  chieflain.  sat  with  his  lips  pursed 
up  in  a  soui\d1ess  v/liistlc.  watching  a  needle 
IHckrr  on  a  di:d.  v.hiU'  lie  marked  lime  to 
au  imaginary  tunc  with  his  foot. 

A    sharp    mclallic    ct)ncussion    jarred    Ihr 

outer  shrll  of  the  foie  compartment.      U  was 

followed  a  M'cond  later  by  anotiier,   farther 

aft.     and     then     another.     Six     times     tliat 

terribh-  sound  jolted  tht'  length  of  tlie  l)oat, 

{)nd    then   all   was  silence.     The   noise   made 

by  a  mine  striking  a  submarine  under  water 

is  one  few  ha\t'  lived  to  describe,  yet   every 

man  th<r(-  intei-pi<'l((l  it  on  tlu'  instant. 

Thev  waited  in  the  uncomfortable  know- 
..  : I ; ci  I ,.,!    ,..;» u 
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delay-action  prinuTs  which  explode  them 
some  seconds  after  ini])aet.  Then  suddeidy 
the  tension  l)rok('.  I' or  the  fh'st  time  the 
red-iieaded  man  took  his  eyes  from  the  dial, 
and  his  foot  stopped  its  noiseless  tattoo. 

"(■ood  old  I'cnion!"  he  said  sourlv. 
"Another  hhistcd   '  dnd  "  !  " 

Once  clear  of  their  own  bases  an-l  the 
sight  of  war  signal  stations,  the  snl)marine 
is  an  ontlaw  on  the  higli  seas,  fending  for 
itself  in  tiic  teetii  of  friend  or  foe.  Trne 
there  is  an  ela)->orate  system  of  recognition 
signals  in  force,  but  the  bhili  seamen  in 
command  of  the  armed  auxiliaries  that  guard 
the  seaways  roiuid  the  coast  ha\  e  a  way  of 
acting  tirst  and  talking  afterwards.  It  is 
the  way  of  the  sea. 

A  homing  submarine  on  the  siu'facc  en- 
countered one  of  these  gale-battered  craft, 
and  in  spile  of  vehement  signals  found  her- 
silf  uiuhr  a  rain  of  })i'ojeeliles  from  tiic 
trawler's  gun.  Realising  ttiat  the  customai'y 
signals  were  t)f  no  a\ail,  the  coannanding 
ollicer  of  the  submaiitie  bi  thought  iiim  of 
a  still  more  easily  inleipreted  code.  The 
SCCond-in-c»in)mand  (li\  (  d  do\vn  the  eonning- 
towcr,  snatched  the  tablecloth  oil  the  break- 
fast table,  ajid  togeiher  they  waxed  it  iii 
token  of  abject  surriiider. 
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approached  near  enough  to  establish  her 
identity  wil  h  hand-fhigs.  Tlu-  ^vhit(--bea^ded 
skipper  of  tlie  trawler  was  moved  to  the 
deptl'.s  of  Jiis  ?\iethody  soul. 

''Thank  God!"  'lie  sij^malled  l)aek, 
"  iiiank  Cod  1  didn't  hit  yon!  " 

'*  Amen  !  "  replied  th.e  hand-flags,  and 
ihen  after  a  pause:  '"What  did  you  do  in 
♦he  C;reat  ^Var.  daddv  ?  " 


Those  Avlio  go  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
sea  in  submarines  arc  wont  to  say  (in  pul)lie 
at  all  evnts)  tiiat  sinee  they  gave  up  grojiii'.g 
among  the  moorings  of  the  Turkish  mineiields 
in  the  Narrows,  very  little  happens  to  them 
noAvadnys  that  is  really  exciting. 

This  (if  eoTirse  is  largely  a  question  of  the 
standard  !\v  \vhieii  >-(ni  :i'-e  aeeustoined  to 
measiu'c  excitement.  Half  an  hour's  jHrusal 
of  the  oiricial  reports  made  by  the  ea'ptains 
of  tlicse  little  wet  ships  on  return  to  harbour 
almost  leads  to  the  suppo'-iticMi  that  ejcli 
writer  stifled  his  yawns  o*"  boredom  with  one 
hand  while  he  wrote  with  I  lie  other. 

Yet  to  tlic  initiated  IV'Ptli  peej>s  out  ludf 
a  dozen  times  in  the  length  oi  a  page, 
between  the  wiitten  lines  iii  A\liieli  iu  is 
so  studiously  ignored.  'I'he  eidmi nation  of 
years  of  training,  ten  seconds  of  calculated 
iudtjnient   and   a   eurt  oitler.    ^\h!(•i!  eusS    (he 
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German  NH\y  a  hal tleship,  is  rendered  tlius 
into  prose  :  "'  .")  a.m.  Fired  both  bo^v  tor- 
pedoes at  l,".i()()  yards  range  at  last  ship  in 
line.     Hit.     Dived." 

But  let  US  br-^iii  at  the  beofinning.   .   .  . 

At  three  o'elock  one  sunmicr  morning 
a  British  submarine  was  silting  on  I  lie 
surface  admiring  the  face  of  the  waters. 
There  was  a  waning  moon,  and  ])y  its  lijdd 
she  presently  obs(r\-ed  a  line  of  German 
hght  eruisers  sleaiing  across  lier  bow.  Sb.r 
w;iii:ed,  because  Ihey  w  <  re  steering  west, 
and  it  is  not  tiie  custom  of  such  eraft  to  go 
west  alone;  two  minu'ies  later  she  sighlcd 
thu  smoke  of  five  battle  cruisers  also  going 
west.  She  allowtd  l!ic  h-ading  ship  to  come 
within  800  yards  and  lirrd  a  torpedo  a!  her  ; 
missed,  and  found  herself  in  the  middle  of 
a  broadside  of  siiell  of  varying  cahbres.  all 
pitching  unpleasanlly  close.  She  dived  like  a 
coot,  and  with  such  good-will  that  she  siruek 
the  bottom  and  stopped  there  for  a  cjuarter 
of  an  hour  putting  tilings  straigh.t  again. 

At  I-  a.m.  the  submarine  climbed  to  the 
surface  and  found  two  squadrons  of  battle- 
ships blackening  the  sky  with  stuoke. 
screened  by  destroyers  on  all  sides  and 
brooded  over  by  Zeppelins.  She  lired  at 
tw^o   miles   range    and    missed   the    llagshif). 
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;it  tlu-  last  ship  in  the  line-  -and  hlew  a  liole 
in  \\('V  side  thiounh  which  you  could  (hive 
a  niolor  omnibus.  She  then  (h\ed  to  a 
eonsi(i(i ;'!)](■  d( y|  h  and  sat  and  listened  to  the 
■■  ehuijr  "  of  tlt;' destroyers"  pre  pcllers  eireling 
overhead  and  I  he  d(  tonal  ions  oj'  t  heir  i  xplo- 


^i\(■  ehariics.     TJ 


use  LTi 


a(hiail 


\'  <Ti'('sv  tamler 


as  liie  hunt  inov  d  away  on  a  I'alsc  traih 

The  submarine  tlien  eaine  up  and  in- 
vest itjated  :  the  remainthr  of  tlie  German 
Fleet  had  finished.  Ira\iittr  thcii-  erij)pU'd 
sister  to  I'.ie  niinist  rat  ions  of  the  (h-,trovers, 
who  were  visible  easlinn  ..honl  in  all  direc- 
tions. "  appar*  111  ly.  "  says  llie  r(  [)oi  f  dryly, 
"scarehinu-  for  me."'  'J'he  stricken  balilc- 
ship,  willi  a  hea\  \-  liNt,  was  wallowin;,'  in 
till'  dirccii(»n  t;f  the  (.ernuiii  coast.  saj,^<^"in^ 
throu<,di  a  riifi\t  anojc  as  she  wcW.  'i'he 
menace  that  stalk((l  h(  r  fetched  a  wide 
circle,  reloading-  on  the  way.  and  took  up 
a  |)osition  ahead  l'a\oui'al)le  for  ilu-  ,i,ini 
dc  <^)dcc.  She  administered  il  at  1,500  yards 
l'an«;(.'  and  dixcd.   ptaisirij^r  Allah. 

l.ahr,  hasiiiLf  brcakfaslid  lo  \)  ,■  aecom- 
paninicnt  ot  distant  explosions  of  \aiying 
force,  she  rose  to  I  he  surface  again,  it  was 
a  clear  smni\  morning  wil  h  p(  rl(  el  \  isibdil  v  ; 
the  ballleship  had  \anish(d  and  on  the 
horizon  the  smoke  of  the  k  I  real  inir  destroyers 
made   faint  *^pirals  againsi    ilie   bine. 


'4J 
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Since  lUitish  siihiiuiriiu  s  speciulise  in 
aitackini^  enemy  mcn-oC-war  only,  then- 
operations  are  eliicily  coniined  lo  waters 
'.vliere  such  craft  are  most  likclv  lo  be 
(onnd.  Thosi'  who  read  liic  hsson  ol' Jnthmd 
ario-Id  will  there  Tore  he  able  lo  locale  ronolily 
the  area  of  IJritish  suhinaiiii!   ae!i\  il\-. 

in    the    tt.iii    of    ever\-    difensive    device 
'siDWii    lo    isiiltr.r.    despiU-    moored    inines. 
explosi\-e    nets,  and    decoys    of    liendish    in- 
ifcnuily.  this  ceaseless  p.drol  is  mainhiined. 
,v"inter  and   suinnu  r,   from   sunset   lo  dawn 
and    dawn    to    sum'ise.    there    ihe    little    wet 
ships    watch    and     \\;nl.      Where    the    lon^' 
vellow    seas   l)reak    in    clouds   of   surf   across 
sandl);uiks  and  no  man  dares  to  j'ollow.  ihey 
lie  and  draw  their  hrealh.     'IMk  ir  inciuisjlive 
periscopes  rise  ami  dip  in  the  ehmnin«^  wake 
of    the    (German     mii'es\V(  (  p(  is    lluniMh  es. 
They     lise     oul     of    the     anihiish     of    (hpiiis 
where    Ihe    oroundswcU    of   a    foru'otl«n    srale 
-iiis    the    sand    hilo   a    I'o^' ;     and    an    un  <us- 
peelin^  '/eppi  lin,  ll\  in^  low.  hniii)ers.  hu/./in;^ 
anjjrilv,  <'nl  ol  rani:e  of  Hk  ir  hifj[h-an^1e  ^un. 
1 1(  re  loo  come  ot  h(  i  submarines,  re  I  urnin^ 
from   a   cruise  with   the   Uiurder  of  unainied 
mereliant  mill     to    IJieir    unfor^^cl  t  able    <hs- 
credit.     They    come    warily.    ( v.  n    in    tinir 
own  hom(>  waters,  and   more  oil  in   than  not 
subtneri'id  :     luit    Hit  \     niiet    tiu'    hltle    wet 
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ships  from  time  to  time,  and  the  record  t^f 
iiicii-  (loiibtrul  ueliicx'cnu'iils  tctnairis  tiu-iicc- 
forward  a  song  unsiiiii,';. 

A  l^ritish  subnuirini'  on  pali-cI  sitriitcci 
tlirouoli  lur  ])ciiscopc  the  periscope  oi"  nn- 
oliicv  submarine.  So  elose  were  lite  two 
boats  that  to  diseliarj^e  a  torpedo  would 
have  b(  ( II  as  danfrcvous  to  one  as  the  (^thei . 
and  the  conunanding  (jUicer  ot'  !he  liritish 
boat:  aecordin<^dy  ranmifd  his  opponent. 
Neither  boat  was  travellinir  last,  and  he 
had  fully  tlu-ce  seconds  in  which  (o  nia!  e 
his  decision  ar.d  act  on  it. 

Locked  together  thus,  they  d/op|)rd  down 
through  Uir  depths;  the  Cerman  blowinj/ 
all  his  tanks  in  furious  elioris  lo  rise;  the 
other  lloodinor  twcry  available  inch  of  space 
in  a  dctcriiiirnd  ,■!  ort  to  force  Ills  adversary 
tlown  anil  diown  him, 

Xow  tile  hull  of  a  .submarine  is  tested  to 
resist  the  pressure  of  tlu^  Avater  up  to  a 
certain  d(plh;  afler  that  the  jonis  leak, 
plates  buckle,  and  Imally  fhe  whole  siruclure 
collapses  like  a  crunM)le(l  eprg-shcll.  With 
one  eye  on  the  dcj)t h-gauire  the  Hritish 
lieul(iiant  forced  the  (;crman  down  to  the 
safety  hmit  and.  foot  by  foot,  beyond  it. 
Then  j^uadualb'  they  heard  the  enemy  btjrin 
to  bump  along  then-  bottom  ;  he  had  broken 
away    from   the  dcalhdoek   and   was   rollin«r 
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helplessly  aft  bencatJ!  tin  ir  liiill.  Tin  soimcls 
ceased  and  the  ncetiie  on  I  he  dial  jerked 
baek  and  betjan  to  retraee  its  eourse.  The 
British  submarine  rose,  to  tonleinplate  a 
circle  of  oil  slowly  wideninir  on  tlu;  surface 
in  the  rcjrion  of  the  encounler. 

Few  of  these  grim  games  of  Tcep-bo  !  are 
without  a  moral  cf  some  sort.  A  <,fentleman 
adventurer  wiihin  the  moulh  (>!'  a  certain 
riv'cr  was  aware  of  a  considerable  hi  do 
on  board  ilao-draped  tugs  and  river-cratt; 
he  himself  shared  in  the  universal  elation 
on  sighting  throii^ih  his  periseojjc  a  large 
submarine,  also  gaily  decked  with  Hags, 
evidently  proeeeding  on  a  trial  trip,  lie 
wait rd  uniil  she  was  abreast  of  him  and 
then  torpedoed  her.  blowing  Iwv  sky-liigh. 
Remained  then  tlie  business  of  getting  home. 

Dashing  blindly  down  towards  the  open 
sea  with  j)eriscope  beneath  the  suvlac'-.  lie 
stuck  on  a  sandbank  and  there  lav,  bardv 
submerged.  X  Zej)pelin  at  once  located 
him  :  but  in  view  of  his  position  and  tlu^ 
almost  certain  prospect  of  his  captmc.  for- 
bore to  drop  bombs:  instead  she  indicated 
his  position  to  a  ilotilla  of  destroyers  and 
stood  by  to  watch  the  fim.  The  commander 
of  the  submarine  raised  his  periscope  for 
a  final  look  round  and  found  a  destroyer 
abreast  his  stern  torpedo  tube,     lie  admits 
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that  thinos  looked  blackish,  but  there  v.-as 
tlie  torpedo  in  1  he  tube  and  tliere  was  liic 
destroyer. 

lie  lir.  d  and  hit  her:  tlie  next  instant, 
released  I'loni  the  inibrace  of  th(>  nnid  bv  the 
shock  or  the  dise!iar<]re.  the  submarine  (luielly 
slid  into  deep  water  and  re  rurned   home. 

In  bior  ])rass  letters  on  ;in  c  b(.nilc  panel  in 
the  inliiior  ut'  jhe  submarine  is  her  motto 
-one  \voi'd  :    K :  ^rifcAM. 


There  arc  both  heights  and  depths  aflain- 
nble  by  the  Spirit  of  Man.  eone(rnii)<r  which 
the  adventurer  who  Ims  been  th<  re  is  for  ever 
sdcnl.      liis  niolli.  I-  (,!•  bis  wife  mav  excntu- 
•  illy    wiin^r   se.mrthin.L;-  out    of  him.'  but    not 
•'"""";>'     »)ian.      li'eadei's    of    the     fc.lh.winft- 
i>iin;ili\<'  musi   therefoic  content   llumsehe^^ 
'viHi  the  bnld  la<l';  ;ind  th<'  e(.nsol;il  ion  thai 
Ihey  AW  line.      Whal  I  h(   man  ihrniwh!  abi.ui 
(lurin.Lr  his  two  hours'  liuft    t',,r  hi',?    how  Ik 
felt     when     J)eath,     aek now  led- inn-     <lehat. 
opened   his  l)ony   lingers  ;md   I,  I    Imn   o,,.   js 
liis  own  aliair     and  possibly   oim    oIIht's. 

Di^ashr  n\crl..(.k  a  eerl.nn  jlnlisj,  sub- 
marine one  da>  and  sjir  |.||,  ,1  nnd  sank. 
IJefore  the  en^uilini?  water  could  naeh  llu 
after-compartn)ent.  however,  the  solilar> 
"••.■upiu,!.  ;,  stoker  p<  1 1  y  i.lli.  (  r.  succeeded 
in  dosing  the  ^s at. night  door.      Tins  com- 
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partmcnt  was  I  lie  en<riiic-r(U'.ni  (.f  the  boat 
and,  save  for  llu-  olininur  of  one  Jamp  which 
oontiiHicd     to     l.uni     dimly     i]m>y,<rh     an 
"  c-arlh."  was  in  (hukncss. 

Now  it  happened  tliat  this  soh'tarv  living 
'"i'ty.   in   \hv  nnuttcrablo  loneliness  of  the 
daikness.    imnrisoiud    fathoms    deep    beioM 
llic  wind   and   sunlighl    <.f  his  world,   had  a 
plan.      It    was    one    he    had    brcti    wont     io 
disenss    with     (he    remaindd-    of    (i,e    erew 
»"^    leisure    nini,iei,(s    (without,     it    uuw    be 
ad<led.    unchn     eiieouranvMnnl)    bv    whi'eh    a 
"•an  might  save  his  life  i„  jusi  sueh  an  emer- 
gcney     as     hari     now     ;nis(ii.        JiiiiHy      jf 
anumnled  (o  this:    water  admili.d  into' the 
l"d!  (.1  a  submarine  --vill  rise  until  the  pressure 
•;•    ""•   an-   inside   ((,ualises    the    pressure    of 
the    water    outside:    fl,is    providiuir    |he    air 
<-''>not    eseape.      A    sudd,  n    op,  len-    in    the 
"P|Hi-    part    of   the    shell    xs^.uUl    release    the 
IH'it-upanin  the  form  of  a  giganlie  bubble  ; 
this,     rushing     surface-wards,     would     cutv 
with    ,1     an    object    lighter    than    au    .(.ual 
volume   of  water-    such.    f,,r    inslar.ce.    as   a 
]['''   '"■"'•      J'    ^^■•'^   I'i^^  >'l'a.    then,    i.,  a.lnuL 
llH'  ^^ale^  as  high  as  it  wouM  rise,  ,.,„n  the 
"■'•"     I'afei.way     IhrouJ,     uhich     torpedoes 
^^rre  lou.ivd   into  the  snb,p;n  in,.,   and   thus 
escape    in    II, r    conseipinif    evulsion    (»f   ini-' 
pr-soned     air.      It     was     a     des,„,at.'     ,,|an 
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l)ut-  granted  ideal  conditions  and  unfailing 
luck.  I  here  was  no  reason  why  it  sliould 
not  suceicd.  i\\  tliis  case  tlie  conditions 
for  puUin^.'  it  into  execution  were,  unfortun- 
atele.  \hv  reverse  of  ideal. 

The  vvater  spurted  throunji  the  strained 
joints  in  [\iv.  phUirijT  .-nid  through  the  voice- 
pipes  lliat  connected  tlie  i'ooded  forepart 
with  the  engine-room.  Witli  it  came  an 
adchtional  menace  in  the  fonn  of  chlorine 
gas,  giMierated  by  the  con1;tet  of  salt  water 
witli  tile  hatterics;  the  Cuect  of  this  gas 
on  human  beings  was  fully  appreciated  by 
the  (ieriiians  when  they  adoj^ted  it  in  the 
manufaeture   of  asphyxiating   shells. 

'J'o  ensure  a  rapid  exit  the  heavy  torpedo- 
imfeh  had  to  be  disconnected  from  its  hinges 
and  securing  bars,  and  it  could  only  be 
reached  Imin  the  top  of  tiic  enoines.  '  The 
water  was  rising  steadily,  and  the-  heat  given 
off  by  the  slowly  cooling  engines  cmu  be 
better  imagined  than  described.  Crasping 
a  heaNy  spaimer  in  his  IkuuI  the  prisoner 
climbed  up  into  this  inferno  an<l  began  his 
light  b  !•  liiV. 

Ills  lirst  attempt  to  ri'.nox'e  t  lie  securings 
of  the  hatch  was  frustrated  l)\  the  weight 
of  the  water  on  the  upper  surface  of  Ihc 
submarine;  this  would  be  ultimately  over- 
come b\   llie  air  pressure  inside,  but  iu)t  idl 
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moment's  delay  ijicreasod  the  gas  and  son 
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luster   means   ol'   iu 

had  to  ])v  de\ise(i.  'i'he  niaii  eliiiilxd  down 
and  tried  vuiiuus  me' hods.  groj)iiisi'  ab(.nt 
in  the  eli>>kii!ir  (hnkness.  (U\'iii<.>;  below  ihe 
seimniiy  surface  of  the  slowly  risino  tide  to 
feel  for  hali'  iorfrottcn  valvis.  In  the  course 
of  this  ]iv  came  in  contact  with  the  switch 
board  ol'  llu;  dynaint;  and  narrowly  escaped 
electroeul  ion. 

Shaken  by  the  shock,  and  half  sulj'ocated 
by  the  nas.  he  eventually  succeeded  in 
admitting;  a  quicker  How  of  water:  the 
ialei-nal  pvessuic  lifted  the  hatch  oji  its 
seating  sulliciently  to  enable  him  lo  knock 
oil"  the  securings.  The  water  slil!  rose,  but 
tiiinking  that  he  now  iiad  suliii-ieiil  pn-ssurc 
accunmlated.  he  madi'  his  liisl  bid  for 
freedom.  'j'hree  times  he  sneceechcl  in 
raising  Ihe  haieh.  but  not  sulliciently  to 
a'low  him  to  pass  :  each  lime  the  air  eseajx d 
and  each  time  the  haieli  I'dl  again  before 
he  could  get  through. 

More  pressure  was  needed,  which  meant 
that  more  water  would  have  to  be  admitted 
from  the  fore  comj>arlmcnt.  ami  with  it 
imfortnn;i!e!y  ;i!ore  gas.  I'irst  of  ;i!!.  how 
ever,  the  haleh  had  to  be  seeuiid  au-hn. 
The  man  dived  to  the  bottom  of  tlu    l)oat 
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and  found  the  secnring  clips,  swam  up  with 
thcni  and  secured  the  liatcli  once  more. 
Tlieii  lie  opened  the  deadlioJit  between  the 
two  coniparlnients  a  little  way.  increased  the 
inrush  of  water,  and  elinihintr  back  on  to  the 
top  of  the  engines  knocked  the  holts  away. 

As  he  expected  the  iialch  (lew  open,  but 
the  pressure  was  not  now  siillicient  to  blow 
him  out.  He  started  to  climb  out,  when 
down  came  the  hatch  ai^ain.  and  fastened 
OH  his  hand,  crusliing  it  l)eneaih  its  weifrlii. 
By  dint  of  wcdoing  liis  shoulder  beneath 
the  hatch  he  succeeded  in  linally  releasing 
his  hand  and  alloMcd  the  hatch  to  drop  back 
into  its  place. 

Loss  of  conscionsness,  ner\  c,  or  hope 
\yo\iU\  i)a\-e  sealed  his  doom  any  moment 
during  the  pas[  two  horns,  but  even  in  this 
bitter  exlremity  his  indo.nitable  courage 
refused  to  Ix- beaten,  (iasscd.  electrocuted, 
niaini'd  cornered  like  a  ral  in  a  liolr,  j)e 
rallied  all  his  faculties  for  a  Inial  dcsjxTate 
elTort.  Crawling  down  agai?),  h<-  swam  lo 
the  d<a'i!ig]i{  and  !  nocked  oil'  (he  nuts  to 
admit  the  lull  rush  <»r  wrArv.  TUv  eeiuipart- 
meul  would  now  Hood  completely,  but  it 
was  his  last  ehanee.  He  clinilud  h-ack 
iiiid.i-  ihr  hatch  aiid   \sailed. 

'rne  water  rose  until  it  veaelu d  theeoaiiiing 
^^''    •'"•    ''ideh  :      with    his    (inal    I'eim  ant    of 
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strength  he  forced  up  the  liafeh  for  tlie  hist 
time.  The  air  leaped  surfaee-wartls,  driven 
out  by  the  water  wiiieh  impatiently  invaded 
the  last  few  feet  it  had  stiiven  for  so  lono'. 
With  it,  baek  tlirouirh  a  dtj)lh  of  si\t\-  feet. 
I>ack  to  (lod's  sunlight  and  men's  voiees 
and  life,  passed  a  >ian. 

The  ya\  \-lhat-l-l()a(s  and  the  Xa\y-that- 
i  lies  usually  oo  about  their  work  sustained 
by  the  eom})anionship  of  others  of  their 
kin.  From  fn-st  to  last  flieir  ways  are  {)lain 
lor  all  men  to  behold,  'i'lu-y  iioht,  and  if 
need  be.  die.  heartened  by  the  reek  t)f  eor(iite- 
smoke  and  eiieerin<,^  or  rnlMlioht  ))etween 
[he  sun  ;>.!id  [\\c  oa/e  ol'  breaiiihss  armies. 
It  is  ollicrwise  with  the  Xa\  y-under-[h(.-Sea. 

Submarines  niay  leave  harbour  in  pairs, 
their  eonninji-towirs  awash,  and  the  busy 
hand-lhiij^s  exehan<;iii<.r  dry  willieisms  and 
personalities  l)et  wecu  i  he  resjxctive  captains. 
Hut  as  the  land  fades  asleiii.  of  nceessilv 
tiieir  \vays  part;  ii  is  a  rul(>  of  Ihe  game 
in  the  Sul)m.irine  Service  that  you  do  your 
woi'k  alone  ;  oft-times  in  darkness.  a!;d 
more  often  still  in   the  shadow    of  deatii. 

'J'iiere  is  appointed  an  hour  and  a  da\ 
when  each  boat  sliould  return,  .\fter  that 
there  is  a  margin,  during  which  a  boat 
might     return;      it    i.>    calculated     to    co\(i 
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every  coiiccivniile  conliiiircncy  :    niul  as  tlie 
days   pass,    and   tlie   slow   horns   diao-   liieir 
way   roiijid   the   wardroom   clocl^    on    I oard 
the    Su];!na.iiu'    i)cpot    Ship.     Ihr    silences 
round    Liie   fireplace  grow  ionmr   and  there 
is  a  lendeney  in  nien"s  niinds  lo  reniei7;})fr 
little  lhin<.rs.     Thns  lie  looked  or  lit  a  pipe  : 
scooped   the  ]>(k.1  at    poker:    lukl  his  dog's 
head  between  jiis  iiands  and  laughed. 
After    that    a    typewritten    list    of  names   is 
pinned  on  tlie  wall  of  the  hUle  chapel  ashore, 
and  here  and  Ihoe  among  tiie  rows  of  quiet 
houses  on  the  hill  st)me  white-faced  woman 
folds  up  emply  garments  and  slowly  begins 
to    pack.  .   .   .  Thai    is    all.     From  '  first'' to 
last,  utter  silenee  and  the  Tnkiiown. 

In  this  A\a\  iias  been  begotten  a  tradition 
()eculiar  lo  the  .\a\y-mider-i  ke  Sea.  In  the 
})arcnt  Xa\\-  it  is  no!  uicei  to  talk  "  shop  " 
out  of  working  hours:  in  Ihe  Xaw  under- 
l he-Sea  every  aspect  of  life  is  a  jest;  but 
ueilher  in  sei-iousness  nor  in  jest  does  one 
refer  to  })cafh. 

A  certain  lieutenant  in  command  of  a 
liritish  f:u])marine  was  returning  from  patrol 
in  waters  frequented  by  (ierr.ian  mcn-of-M'ar, 
when  he  rescued  the  crew  of  a  Danish  steamer 
torpedoed  and  sunk  by  a  (ierman  submarine. 
It  was  blowing  a  gale  and  his  timely  inter- 
vention sa\ed  th(>  lives  of  th.e  cMsljiwavs. 
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Th.e  Depot  ^Var(lroom  listened  to  the 
tale  and  a])proved.  It  even  warnt  d  ^.lie 
hero  that  he  inioht  lind  himself  tlie  possessor 
of  a  pair  oi'  presentation  biiioeulars  if  he 
weren't  eareful.  The  iiero  expressed  his 
views  on  that  aspect  of  the  aaair  (they  need 
not  be  repeated  here)  and  strcigliiway  for- 
got the  ineident. 

lie  was  on  his  way  baek  from  his  next 
spell  of  patrol  woi  'c  a  few  weeks  later  ^vhen 
he  ao-ain  encountered  in  an  onen  I'o.U  the 
crew  of  .another  torpedoed  ship.  They  were 
iJnteh  this  time,  and  they  had  been  pulling 
for  nineteen  hours  in  a  winter  gale,  so  that 
their  hands  were  llayed  to  tiie  bone.  These 
he  also  rescued  and  brouglit  back  with  him 
to  the  base  ;  thence  they  were  sent  in  com- 
fort to  their  native  land  to  relleet  at  leisure 
on  Germany's  methods  of  eonduel  ig  sul)- 
niarine  warfare,  as  compared  with  those  of 
(ireat   Britain. 

A  few  days  later  a  deputation  of  his 
brother  submarine  eaj)tains  sununoiied  the 
hero  to  tiie  wardroom  (what  time  the  s\m 
had  risen  over  the  fore-yard),  and  (here, 
to  tiie  accompaniment  of  cocktails  and  an 
illuminated  address,  solemnly  i>resenled  him 
with  a  pair  of  binoculars  subtly  fashioned 
out  of  beer  bottles:    in  the  \vor(linL'  of  the 

trimncr  s  mir>»il\-   iwkfr.  Hi. if  .w./.y^....^ •    .]   ii 
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"  complete  in  case,  tin.  black-japanncd." 
Tliat  all  lliino's  niit>lit  he  done  decently  and 
in  order,  the  recipient  was  l)idden  to  sign 
an  olllcial  receipt-note  for  the  same. 

Now  the  moral  of  this  may  appear  a  trille 
obscvn'c  ;  bnt  it  ser\cs  to  ilkislrate  the 
attitude  towards  life  of  the  Navy-under-the- 
iM'a.  The  li\"es  of  these  defenceless  victims 
')f  llunnisii  hrulaliiy  had  ])een  saved  - 
therefore  the  occasion  demanded  not  heroics, 
hut  hiffh  mirth.  The  hero  of  the  affair 
admits  to  ha\"in^  partly  missed  the  joke. 
Hut  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  binocidars  were  (Mn))ty,  and  that 
later  on.  wluii  j)resented  wilh  his  montldy 
mess-bill,  he  discovered  that  tlu?  ollicial 
receijit  whieii  bore  his  signature  included 
the  cocktails  ordered  by  the  deputation 
during  the  presentation  ciM'emoiiy.  So  mueh 
for  the  Jest  of  Life. 

There  is  a  private  magazine  wliich  appears 
]notilhly  in  a  certain  easl-coasl  port  :  it  is 
edited  by  a  submarine  ollieer,  written  1)\ 
submarine  oHieers,  and  its  circidation  is 
conlined  chieily  to  the  Xavy-under-the-Sca  : 
hut  it  ali'ords  the  truest  and  ckartst  insigiit 
I  hat  can  be  obtained  of  the  psvchologv  of 
the  Submarim;  Service. 

The    success    of    a     ]^ubl'eation     f)f    tliis 
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deed  there  is  very  little  other  "  copv  " 
ol)tainal)le  ;  the  readers  demand  it  vora- 
cioiisly,  and  the  viclinis  dmeklc-  and  tear 
oii'tlie  editor's  irousLrs  in  the  snioi<ing-rooni. 
Month  by  niontli.  ;is  y<ni  turn  ti.e  witty 
pages,  faniilia^-  names  i-eappcnr.  diridcd. 
seandah)usly  libelled,  mercilessly  ehai,ed  to 
m.ike  the  mirth  of  the  Mess.  Then  abruptly 
a  name  appears  no  more. 


"  Art  called  nway  to  tlii^  noith, 

Old  sea-dog  ?     \\i,  .  iv  yuu  depart , 
Clasp  oncn  more  tliis  hand  held  fortli.   . 

Good-bye  !     Cod  bless  your  dear  old  h.-ai  t  !  "■ 

The  ab(»ve  hnes  are  quoted  from  tlie 
magazine  in  ejuestioM.  with  tlie  t ditor's 
permission,  and  in  reverent  memor\  of  a 
ver>'  ojillant  oflicti-.  to  sum  up.  as  no  prose 
eould.  tlu-  attitude  towards  Death  of  these 
"  gentlemen  unafraid." 

It  hapj)ened  that  another  of  Britain's 
litlle  wet  shi])s  wen(  inio  ihe  Jiorthern  mists 
and  returned  no  moi'c.  As  was  the  eiistom, 
a  brother  ollieer  of  the  Submarine  Service 
went  ashore  to  tell  the  tale  to  tlie  wife  of 
hei'  eommanding  ollieer,  refuiiiin;:-  from  the 
task  white  and  silent. 

A  few  months  later  the  o/iicers  of  the 
(lotilla  to  which  the  boat  had  belor.oc  d  were 
usKcu    i.o  <ka.i    a   .sponsor  jor   tile  lit  tie   son 
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of  their  dead  comrade.  Now  since  the  life 
of  any  one  of  Ibcni  was  no  \(ry  certain 
pledge,  thi-V  ciiose  three  :  oi  whom  one  was 
the  best  lioxer.  anollitr  tlic  bt'St  footballer, 
and  the  third  owned  tlie  lowest  golf  handicap 
in  their  comnnuiily.  In  due  conrsc  Ihe 
boy  was  deslined  to  become  a  sid)marine 
oflicer  also,  ai'd  il  b(ho>  ed  the  Submarine 
Service  to  see  that  lie  was  brought  u})  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  best  fitted  for  that 
service,  sure  of  hand  and  heart  and  eye. 

Thus  in  life  and  death  the  spirit  of  the 
>'avy-under-the-Sea  endures  triunsphnnt . 
Pralinrr  (hey  leave  to  otlu-r^.  M^ilcnt  t<> 
follow  their  unsren  ways  in  silence  and 
lionour.  \Vhoe\  t'r  gors  among  them  for  a 
while  learns  many  lessons  ;  but  chielly  per- 
haps tluy  mak(  it  clear  tli;i|  llie  best  of  Life 
is  its  huMioiir,  imd  of  I'cjith  I  hi-  v.orst  is  but 
a  brief  foigcl  ting.   .  .  . 
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CllAl'TKii    IX 
Till-:   POUT    LOOK-OUT 

Tiir.ui:  is  a  tcndc  ncv  aiHonn;  some  people 
to  regard  wjir  as  a  niornlly  u,)lifliiip  pm-suit. 
1^'eause  a  man  lij^lits  in  the  cause  of  rij^'ht 
and  freedom,  it  is  believed  by  quite  a  lar^c 
section  oi'  those   wlio  don't   fighl    Hiat   he 

213 


I'll       THE  roirr  j.ook-out 

poes  about  flic  hnsiiu'ss  in  a  conijilctely 
rcgcncralc  spirit,  uiihainix  it d  hy  any  of 
the  human  j'ailiufi.s  that  were  a})t  to  hcsct 
liini  in  {)i\-\\ai'  chiys.  \]c  that  as  it  may, 
Abie  Sfaman  I'd  tij^rtw.  ^\(■a^(■r  ol'  lU)  good 
coiuJuc'l  badges  and  inconigiMc  Ka\('-V)rcak(r 
in  jicacM  time,  remained  in  war  merely  Able 
Seaman  I-eltignw,  leave-breaktr.  and  still 
minus  good  eondnet  badges. 

ile  stood  at  the  door  ol'  a  London  public- 
house,  ei.iilrmiilaling  the  night  di'-Mste- 
fully.  The  wIimI  lioNvk-d  down  the  nuiddy 
street,  atid  tlic  iVu  lamps  easting  smears 
of  yellow  light  at  inter\  als  along  I  he  tho- 
roughfare only  served  lo  illuminate  the 
driving  rain.  His  leave  expired  at  7  a.m. 
the  following  moi-ning.  am!  he  had  just 
liiiK'  lo  e:itcii  the  la^l  hain  to  rortsmoulh 
that  nij^hl.  To  ^\n  ^]i•.  Tettigrew  justice, 
he  had  eom|)l<l((l  Ihr  iirst  stage  ol'  his 
journey  the  stej)s  of  (he  public-house — 
with  tha!  laudablr  iiid  in  \  it  \v.  Here, 
ho\v;\(r.  he  falliifd,  and  as  he  faltered 
he  r(  infmb(  1  cd  a  crrlain  hospitable  lad\' 
(if  his  ae(]uainlanec  who  h\ed  south  ol  the 
river. 

•'To  '.11!  "  said  Mr.  I'.tfigrew  ncklessly, 
and  swung  himstll  mlo  a  |)assing  bus.  As 
he  elimlxd  the  steps  he  no!(i!  thai  il  passL<l 
Waterloo   station,    and    loi    an    inslanl    the 
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Hanic  oi'  j^ood  intent,  Icmporarily  dowsctl, 
llic-ki'i-cd  into  life  a^'ain.  His  ship,  he  rt- 
nienil)ered,  was  under  saiUnf,'  orchrs.  Ih 
found  hiniseir  alone  on  t-p  ol'  tlie  l)us.  and 
walked  forA\a!(l  to  the  front  lei't-hand  scat. 
I'or  a  iiionienL  he  stood  there,  f,nip].ino'  the 
rail  and  peerinf^  ahead  through  the  stintrin<; 
rain  while  (iie  inis  lureh-d  and  skidded  on 
its  way  fhrouifh  deserted  streets.  TIk  ti  liis 
inia<,nnali<»n.  quickened  somewhat  h\  iiot 
whisky  and  water,  obliterated  the  iini)ulse 
of  conscience.  He  saw  binisell'  twenty-lour 
hours  later,  standinii;  thus  as  port  look-out 
«>n  l)oard  his  destroyer,  peerinj[^  ahead 
tliroui^h  tiu-  drenehi!inr  spray,  ^nppiiii,'  tin 
li.ii  with  numbed  hands.   .   .  . 

"  Oh  -to  V//  /  "  said  .Mr.  l'(  ttigrew  again, 
ami  sitting  do\\n  gaxc  himself  up  sullenly 
to   amorous   anticipation.   ,   .   . 

lie  was  interrupti'd  l)\  a  girl's  voice  at 
his  (litow. 

■■  I'are.    please." 

lie  tun.jd  his  head,  and  saw  it  was  the 
eoiiduetress,  a  slim,  eoiiipaet  liLTure  swaNinu 
easUy  to  the  lurch  of  the  \<hiel''.  11;  r 
lingers  touched  his  as  she  handed  hiin  the 
ticket,  and  tlu'y   were  bill<il\    cold. 

**  Nice  night,  aini  il  V  ""  said  ^lr. 
Ti  lligrcw. 

*'  Not  'arf,"  said  the  girl  philosophically. 
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"  But  tlicre  !  it  ain't  so  bad  for  us  's  what  it 
is  for  tliein  bcvs  in  the  trendies." 

"  Ah  !  ■'  said  :\Ir.  l^^ttigrew  archly. 
"Them  l)oys-   "///,'.  yon  means." 

The  '^wl  slif)ok  her  l»cad  swiftly.  Seen 
in  tiic  gleam  of  a  ])assing  lamp,  her  faec  was 
pretty,  and  gli.sleninjr  with  rain.  "  >,ot 
nie,"  she  said.  ''There  w^as  two — n-y 
brothers — but  tl)(  y  went  West.  There's  only 
nic  hit  .  .  .  earryin'  on."  The  bus  lurched 
violently,  causinjr  the  lilllc  conductress  to 
lose  her  balance,  and  her  weight  rested 
momentarily  against  Mr.P(  I'cw's  shoulder. 
She  n  covered  '  "  equihf)rii,m  instantly 
without  self-consciousness,  and  stood  look- 
ing abseuily  aliead  into  the  darkness. 

''Thafs  what  W'""\-e  all  got  to  do,  aint 
it  ?  "   she  said-  ■*•  do  onr   bit.  ..." 

Slie  jinghd  I  he  coppers  in  her  bag,  and 
turn;.!   abruptly. 

Mr.  I'eit  igrew  watched  t  he  trim,  self-respect- 
ing little  figure  till  it  vanislu  d  down  the  steps. 

"Oh  'ell!"  he  groaned,  as  imperious 
lies!)  and  inunortal  s|»iril  a\voke  to  renew 
the  unending  combat. 

I'ive  minuter  later  the  conductress  reap 
peared  at  Mr.  I'cttigi-ew's  shculdcr. 

''Waterloo,"  she  said.  "That's  w!,ac 
all  you  boys  gets  olf.  ain't  it  .  .  .  ?  You're 
for  rortsnioutli,  1  s'pose  ?  " 
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"That's  right,"  said  Mr.  Pettirrrcw.  He 
jerked  to  his  lect,  grijipinfr  his  bundle,  and 
made  for  the  steps  wiLli  averted  head. 
"  'Xiglit,"  he  said  brusquely.  The  bus 
slowed  and  st()])ped. 

^'  Cood  hiek,"  said  (he  -riiJ. 


The  port  look- jut  gripi)ed  the  bridgo-rail 
to  steady  himself,  and  stared  out  through 
the  driving  spray  and  the  darkness  as  the 
destroyer  thrashed  iier  way  doMn  Channel. 
He  was  chosen  for  llie  triek  because  of  his 
eyesight.  '•  1  g(jltcr  eye  hkr  a  adjective 
'awk,"  Mr.  P'eitign  w  was  wont  lo  admit 
in  his  more  expansive  moments,  and  none 
gainsaid  him  the  li'r:glii  and  brcadlh  of  tiie 
destroyer's  mess-deck.  Isone  gainsaid  him 
on  the  bridge  that  night  wIk  n  s  :d(K-nly  ht 
wiieeled  inboard  and  bawled  at  liie  full 
strength  of  liis  lungs  : 

'•  Objce'  oil  I  he  j)ort  bow,  sir!  " 

There  was  an  instant's  pause :  a  con- 
fused shouting  of  orders,  a  vision  of  the 
coxswain  struggliiur  at  the  kicking  wheel 
as  the  helm  went  over,  and  a  man's  clear 
voice  saying  --"  Py  (Jod  I  we've  irot  her  !  ''' 

Then  came  the  stunning  shock  of  the 
impact,  the  grinding  crash  of  blunt  metal 
shearing  metal,  more  shouts,  faces  seen 
wiiitc  iur  an  instant  against  the  dark  waters, 
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something  scraping  past  tlu'  side  ot  tlic 
forecastle,  and  finally  a  dull  explosion  aft. 

•'  Rammed  a  sul)marine  and  sunk  the 
perisher  !  ''  shouted  the  yeoman  in  Mr. 
''ettigrew's  var.  •'  Wake  u[)  I  what  the  'ell's 
\ip~  are  ye  dazed  ?  "' 

Mr.  I'ettigrew  was  considerably  more 
dazed  when  lie  was  sent  for  the  following 
day  in  harljour  by  his  captain.  From  force 
of  custom  on  obeying  such  summonses,  the 
ship's  black  sheep  renio\  ed  his  ea{).' 

'"  !*ut  youi'  (l;nn)ied  cap  on,"  said  the 
lieutenant-commander.  Mv.  Pettigrew  r( - 
placed  his  cap.  "'  \ow  shake  hands.''  Mr. 
Petligrew  shook  hands,  '"  \ow  go  on 
leave."      Mr.    l*ettigrew    ol)e^■ed. 


For  folly  miiiuies  [Ik-  policeman  on  dul\ 
outside  Waterloo  Station  had  been  keeping 
undei-  observation  a  rath(!  dejected-lookijig 
bluejacket  carrying  a  buiHile.  who  stood  al 
the  corner  scrutinising  th(  l)nses  as  they 
passed.  l''iiiall\.  with  dehbirate  measured 
tread  he  approached  the  man  of  the  sea. 

"What   bus  do  you   want,   mate?" 

Mr.   I'elligrew  enligiitened   him   as  to  the 
number, 

"'There's  been  l'"m'  of  Hiat   numbir  go  le 

'    IJy  tli<<  atii'ictit  iMi-tom  oi  tin'  N'avy  ii  di'taultt  r  rcmuvcH 
liis  (•ap  whoii  liin  cum>  is  iavestigutod  by  the  captain. 
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pjist  while  you  was  standin'  'ere,"  .>aid  the 
policeman,    not    without    suspicion    in    his 


tones 
it  I' 


I'm  very  partiekkr  about  buses/'  said 
Mr.  I'ettigrew  coldly. 

-AVell."^  said  the  constable.  " 'ere's  an- 
other one." 

The  sailor  wailed  till  it  slowed  up  abreast 
of  them.  His  blue  eyes  were  cocked  (.n 
the  rear  end. 

"  Vn'  ////.v  'erc^s  the  right  one,"'  said  y-v. 
I'cttigrew. 

He  stepped  briskly  into  the  roadway, 
ran  lialf  a  dozen  paces,  and  swung  Iiiniself 
on  i<)  th(    loolboard  beside  the  conductress. 


■  P 
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THE  sur.vivoii 


And     iv;'rul.- 


tu    ru|>  ifl    Hilly    i!iu    survivor." — 
Admiralty  Atmoinirontnt. 

The  glass  droj)])r(I  aiiollur  jK^inl.  and  ilic 
eaptuii)  u!"  I  he  cruiser  <.TluiU'ed  for  tlie 
hundredlli  lime  from  the  lowering  sky  to 
the  two  destroyers  laboiiiitig  stiibhornly 
in  the  teeth  of  tlie  gale  on  either  )ieam. 
Then  he  ga\  e  an  order  to  the  yeoman  of 
signals,  who  harked  its  repetition  to  the 
shelter-deck  where  the  little  groiij)  of  signal- 
men stamped  their  feet  and  blew  on  their 
nmnbed  Hngers  in  the  lee  of  the  Hag- lockers. 
Two  of  the  g!()uj)  senfllcd  round  the  bright- 
coloured  bunting:    the  cL'ps  of  the  halliards 
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snapped  a  hoist  to^rether,  and  vivid  against 
the  grey  sky  tlie  signal  went  bellving  and 
Ihiltering  to  the  niastiicad. 

Tlie  ligiires  on  the  bridges  of  the  destroyers 
wiped  the  stinging  sj)ray  from  their  swollen 
eyelids  and  read  liie  message  of  eomfort. 

"  Keturn  to  base.  Weatlier  con'litions 
threatening." 

They  surveyed  their  battered  bridges  and 
forecastles,  their  stripped,  streaming  decks 
and  guns'  crews ;  they  th.onght  of  hot  food, 
warm  bimks,  dry  clothing,  and  :>Ii  the  sordid 
creature  comforts  for  which  soul  and  i)otly 
yearn  si)  im]ieriously  after  thr(>e  years  of 
North  Sea  warfare.  Their  answering  pen- 
dants tkiltered  acknowledgm(M\t,  a^id  the\' 
swung  round  on  the  ]Kith  lor  home,  praising 
Allah  who  iiad  planted  in  the  brain  of  the 
cruiser  captain  a  consideration  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  destroyer  screen. 

"  If  this  is  what  they  call  '  threatening.'  " 
observecl  the  senior  oflieer  of  the  two 
boats,  as  his  command  el(i\e  shuddering 
through  the  jad,  -green  b.lly  of  u  mountain'^ 
ous  sea,  llii^-fing  the  white  entrails  broad- 
cast, "it  this  is  merely  threatening  T 
reckon  it's  about  time  someone  said  'iiome 
James!'" 

His  lirst  lieutenant  said  noihing.     He  hod 
spent    three    winters   in    tji's.-    <»!■=  v    wv-ti--^ 
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and  he  knew  tlic  significance  of  tiiat  un- 
earthly clear  visibility  and  [he  ink}  elonds 
banked  aiuad  to  the  westward.  Ihil  pres- 
ently he  lookKl  i!j)  from  the  chart  and 
nodded  towards  the  menace  in  the  western 


skv 


Thai 


"s  snow."  he  said.     "  It  onoht 


to  catch  us  about  the  time  we  sliall  make 
Scaw  Dlui  hght." 

"  We'll  hear  tlie  fog  buoy  all  right."  said 
the  captain. 

"  If  tlie  pipes  ain't  frozen."  was  the  reply. 
"  It's  perisjiing  cold."  lie  ran  a  gauntletled 
Iiand  along  the  rail  and  extended  a  hand- 
ful of  fiozen  spray.  '*  That's  salt  aud 
Jiozcn.   .   .   . 

The  snow  cam<>  as  he  had  predieUck 
but  rather  sooner.  It  started  with  grc^at 
whirling  flakes  like  feathers  about  a  gull's 
nesting- place,  a  soundless  eliK.rcal  \angiiard 
of  the  storm,  growing  nioiiuM^arily  denser. 
Tiu'  wind,  from  a  temporary  lull,  reawakened 
with  a  roar.  The  air  became  a  vast  wileh's 
caul(lr(jn  of  white  and  brown  sjiecks,  seething 
before  the  vision  in  a  verital)le  Hnechanal 
c>f  Atoms.  Sijjfht  became  a  lost  sense  : 
time,  space,  and  feeling  were  o\  erwhelmed 
by  that  shrieking  fury  of  snow  and  frozen 
spray  thrashing  pitilessly  about  the  homing 
irrev  hulls  and  thi>  bowed  heads  of  th(>  men 
\vho  eluni'f  to  the  reeling  bridiies. 
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The  grey,  whitc-erosled  seas  raced  liissinr; 
alongside  and.  as  the  engine-room  tcleoraphs 
rang  again  and  again  for  rr(hic(Hl  speed?  over- 
took and  passed  them.  Out  of  th(>  welter  of 
snow  and  sj)rav  the  voiees  of  the  leadsmen 
ehanting  soimchngs  readied  tlie  ears  of  those 
inhoard  as  tiie  voice  of  a  doctor  reaeiies  a 
patient  in  dehrium,  friii I kssly  reassuring. 

Xumher   Three    of    the    midship    gim    on 
board  the  h'a(hng  destroyer  turned  J'or  I  he 
comfort  of  his  soul  from  !iie  conic, nplation 
of  the  pursuing  seas  to  the  forehridge,  but 
-now-flakcs    blotted    it    from    vi(w.    d  rovi- 
dence.  as  lie  was  accustomed  to  visualise  i'l 
in    the   guise    of    a   red-cheeked    lienlenant- 
conuuander.    had    v:t>ii->!ied    (Vom     his    ken. 
Number    Tlu'ce    drew    liis    hands    from    liis 
pockets,    and    raising    liu-m    to    his    moutii 
leaned    towards    the    gunlayer.     Tiu-    gun- 
layer    was    also    staring    forward    as    if    his 
vision  had  pierced  thai  whirling  grey  curtain 
!md    was   contemplating   something   bevond 
it.  inhnilely  remote.   .   .   .  There  was  a"con- 
ceni rated    int'-nsity    in    his    expression    not 
uidike    that    of   a    dog    when    he    rais-s    his 
luad    from    his    i)aws   and   looks    towards   a 
closed  dooi", 

"  'Krc."    bawded    Number   Three,    seeking 
conn-adeshij)    in    an    o))i)ressive.    indelinable 

huielincSS.         ''■    {)w        ;>}>!!!!«        ■:!        ..!.  V  " 
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The  wind  snatched  at  the  mcaniniiless  words 
and  beat  them  hack  between  his  chattering 
teetii. 

The  wind  backed  moinentaiily,  siinderinrr 
the  veil  of  whirling  obsenrity.  Tliroiigh 
tliis  rent  towered  a  wall  of  roek.  streaked 
all  about  with  driven  snow,  at  the  foot 
of  which  breakers  beat  themselves  into  a 
smoking  yeast  of  fury.  Gulls  were  wailinff 
overhead.  I'eneath  their  feet  the  engine 
room  gongs  clanged  madly. 

Then  they  struck. 

The  foremost  destroyer  checked  on  tlic 
sjioulder  of  a  great  rolkr  as  if  incredulous  : 
sliuddered  :  struck  again  a!\(i  hu'ched  owr. 
\  mountainous  sea  engulfed  h;r  stern  and 
broke  thundering  against  tiie  after-fimncl. 
Steam  bega.,  i.  j-our  in  dense  liissing  c'  ds 
from  the  engine-room  hatchways  and  ex- 
hausts, lier  consort  swej)t  jiasi  with 
screeching  syren,  helpless  in  the  grip  of  the 
backwash  for  all  her  thrasiiing  propellers 
that  strove  to  check  her  headlong  way. 
She  too  struck  and  recoiled  :  sagged  in  the 
trough  of  two  stui)end()ns  seas,  and  plunged 
forward  again.  .  .  .  Number  Tiu'ee.  cling- 
ing to  the  greasy  breech-block  of  his  gu)i, 
clenched  his  teeth  at  the  sound  of  that 
pitiless  grinding  which  seemed  as  if  it  would 
never  end.    •  .   . 
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Of  tlie  ensiling  horror  ho  misled  notiiing, 
ye.  saw  it  all  witli  a  wondering  detachment' 
A   wave   swept   hiin    oif   his   feet   agairst   a 
funnel  stay,  and  receding,  kft  liini  cliiioing 
to  It  hke  a  twist  of  watorh)g,Tod  straw.   Hand 
over    hand    h,-    crawled    higiier.   and    fnially 
liung   dangh'ng   six    feet   above   the   highest 
wave,  h-gs  and  aims  round  about  theVire 
stay.     lie  suw  the  foreeastle  l^reak  cj!  hke  a 
stick  of  canteen   chocohite  and  vanisli  into 
the  smother.    The  otJ^er  destrov.-r  had  disap- 
peared,    l^eneath    him.   waist   (h-ep  in   boil- 
ing eddies,  lie  saw   nu  ii  hibouring  about  a 
ratt,    and    had    a   vision    of   tluir    upturned 
laces  as  they  were  swept  awa^•.     The  thunder 
of  the   surf  on    the    i>eaehes   close   at   hand 
drowned    the    few    shouts    and    cries    that 
sounded.     Tiie  wire  from  which  he  dangled 
jarred  and   twanged  lii<e  a  banjo- stnm?.   as 
the   triumphant    seas   beat    the  'soul   out    of 
the  Nvreek  bejieath  liim. 

A  funnel-stay  parted,  and  amid  clouds 
of  smoke  and  steam  the  funnel  slowlv  began 
to  hsr  over  the  side.  Xuniber  Three  of  the 
midship  gun  clung  swaying  like  a  wind- 
tossed  branch  above  the  maelstrom  of  seeth- 
ing water  till  a  wa^•e  drove  over  +jie  ah'cady- 
unrccognisable  hull  of  the  destrover.  leaped 
hungrily  at  the  dangling  him..  -iVigure  and 
tore  him  fro'ii  hi-:  hold 
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Rittcrly  cold  water  and  a  suffocating 
darkness  cnujulfed  liim.  Soniethinfr  clawed 
at  his  face  and  fa:.tened  on  to  liis  shoulder  : 
he  wrenched  himself  free  from  the  nerveless 
eluleli  wllhont  nith  or  nndcrslandinfv :  his 
booted  i:v(l  shuck  a  yH'I<ling  object  as  he 
strujjfjrled  surfaceward,  kiekini:^  wildly  like 
a  swinuning  frog  .  ,  .  the  l)laekncss  became 
streaked  with  grey  light  afid  ])in|)oints  of 
fire.  Number  Three  had  a  conviction  that 
unless  the  next  few  strokes  brought  hi  in  to 
the  surface  it  would  b(>  too  late.  Tiun 
abruptly  tlie  clamotu'  <»f  the  wind  and  sea, 
and  the  slirick  of  the  circling  g\ills  smote 
ills  curs  again.  lb  was  back  on  the  surface 
once  more,  gulping  greedy  huigfuls  (>f  air. 

A  wave  caugiit  him  and  hui!((l  him  for- 
ward on  its  crest,  sj)read-eagle(l.  bcbly  con- 
t imiing  t he  niol  ions  of  a  swiinniir.  ll  spent 
itself,  !ind  lo  husband  his  strenglh  tin-  man 
tiu'ned  on  iiis  back,  moxing  his  head  from 
side  to  side  to  take  in   his  surromuhng'-. 

lie  was  alloat  (Ik  found  it  smprisiiigly 
easy  lo  keep  alloal)  inside  a  narrow  b;i\. 
On  both  sides  the  black  cliffs  rose,  all 
str<'akcd  with  snow,  out  of  a  thunderous 
welter  of  f'>am.  The  title  sobbed  and 
laiiHiilcd  Ml  I  he  hollows  ol  imsecu  caverns 
or  sluiced  the  length  of  a  ledge  lo  plash  in 
cascades  down  the  face  of  the  (liif. 
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The  snow  ]\t\<]  a])atcfl,  and  in  11i(>  ^raihcr- 
iiif>-  dusk  lii(  brolv'ti  waicr  showed  ghostly 
wliitc.  To  seaward  I  lie  <raK"  drove  the 
siiiokiiijnr  rollers  hi  sucef-sivc  onslaughts 
against  the  reef  wlicre  Uie  haltered  remains 
of  the  two  (kslroyers  hiy.  All  about  th- 
distorted  plating  and  tangh  of  twisted 
stanchions  tiie  surf  l)roke  as  il  m  a  fury  of 
rapine  and  destruction.  ... 

Atiother    wave    gripped    him    a.nd    rushed 
him      shoreward     again.       The    thunder    of 
the   surf   redoubled.       "Hi!    In!     hi!    jii  !  "' 
screeched   the  storm-tossed   gulls.     Number 
Three    of   the  midship    guii  abaiuloiKd    his 
efforts  to  swim   aiid  covered   his  face   with 
''i^  «<^J?gy  sleeve.     It   was  w(  Il   not  to  look 
ahead.     The   wave   seemed    1..    b(>    earr\  ing 
him   towards  the  cliffs   at   the  sprc  d   of  an 
oxj)re:vs    train.     He    wondered    if   the    roeks 
would  iiurl    nnich,   l^caling  out    hi',  life. 
He  tried  desperately  to  rememb(r  a  prayer, 
but  all  he  could  recall  was  a  sermon  h^-  had 
onco  listened   to  on    the   quart  <  it  hek,    one 
drowsy    summer    morning    at     Malta. 
About  coming  to  Jesus  on   the  face  of  the 
waters.  .  .  .  "And  Jesus  said  'come;  .  .   ." 
Fair  whi/.zing  ajong,  he  was.  .   .   . 

Again  the  wa /e  spent  itsdf,  and  the  nan 
was  caugli!  in  the  backwash,  drawn  under, 
rolled  over  and  over,  spun  round  and  round, 
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gnlhcrcd  up  in  the  watery  enibracc  of  all- 
ot lier  roller  an.l  fluni;  \\p  on  all  foul's  on  a 
shelving  beacii.  Furiously  he  elawcd  at 
the  retreating  pebbles,  lurehed  to  his  feet, 
staggered  forward  a  couple  of  pjices,  and 
fell  on  hands  and  kiiees  on  the  fringe  of  a 
snow  drift.  There  he  lay  awhile,  panting  for 
breath. 

lie  was  conscious  of  ;i!>.  iriiinense  amaze- 
ment, and,  mingled  willi  il,  an  inex])lie;d)le 
pride.  Jle  was  still  alive!  It  was  an 
astounding  aehievement,  being  the  solitary 
survivor  of  all  those  oIFieers  and  juen.  Hut 
he  had  always  eonsich  red  himself  a  bit  out 
of  the  ordi)iary.  .  .  .  Once  he  had  entered 
for  a  race  at  the  amiunl  sports  at  the  N'lVid 
Barracks,  Dcyonport.  lie  had  never  run 
a  race  before  in  his  life,  :\va\  he  won.  It 
seemed  a})snr(lly  easy.  "  B:nig!  "  went  the 
pistol:  off  iliey  went,  helter-skelter,  teeth 
clenched,  fists  clenched,  hearts  pounding, 
spectators  a  V)lnr,  roariig  ei  coumgement.  .  .  . 

lie  won,  and  experienctd  the  idcfitical 
astonished  gr;  I  ilicalion  that  he  felt  now. 

*' You  nms  lik«^  a  iidjcclive  'are,  Bill," 
liis  chum  had  cdmilted,  plying  the  hero 
with  berr  at  the  liilh  pub  halfway  u\)  the 
Cobble<l  hill  by  the  dockynrd. 

Tiien  he  remembered  other  chums,  ship- 
mates, and  one  lit  pnrticidar  called  Nobby. 
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He  rose  into  a  sitting  position,  storing  sen- 
wawl.  Throufrh  ilic  •  .ooni  the  tiinnilt  of 
the  seas,  brcakinjj  over  the  reef  on  whieh 
they  had  foundor-^d,  fjlimniercd  Mhite.  The 
man  rose  inutt-adily  io  his  feet;  he  w^s 
alone  on  the  beacii  of  a  thiy  cove  \vithliis 
b:iek  to  forbid(h;>jGf  cliiN.  Save  where  his 
own  footsteps  showed  bhiek,  the  snow  was 
nnmarked,  stvr'lcliinjsj  in  an  unbroken  are 
from  one  side  of  the  cove  to  tlie  olhcr. 
The  solitary  fij^nre  limped  'o  the  e<lge  of 
(lie  surf  and  peered  ilirough  the  stinging 
end.  Th.en,  r-iising  his  hands  to  his  mouth, 
lie  Jx'giui  \o  call  for  his  lost  mate. 

"  Xol)bv  !  "  he  shoul'^d,  and  again  and 
."gain.  "  Xobby  I  Nob]>y  !  .  .  .  Xob-lxe-e !  "  .  .  . 

"Nobby,"  eehoi-d  the  cliffs  behind,  dis- 
iwlerestedlv. 

'Mli!     ilil     Hi!"  mock  <\  the  gidls. 

Tiie  survivor  waded  knce-decp  into  the 
froth  of  an  incoming  sea. 

"  Ahoy  !  "  he  bawled  to  the  driving  snow- 
(hikes  and  spiitdrifl.  IJis  voice  sounded 
cracked  and  feeble.  lie  tried  to  shout 
ngain,  but  the  thunder  of  Ihc  waves  beat 
tlie  sound  to  nothing. 

lie  retraced  his  steps  and  paused  lo  look 
round  nt  the  imphicable  face  of  the  clifl, 
at  the  burden  of  snow  that  seemed  to  over- 
hang the  summit,  then  stared  again  to  sca- 
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ward.     A  wave  l)r(        lii'-sing  about  his  feet  : 
the  titl(   was  coming  in. 

Up  to  Jliat  nionicnt  fear  Jiad  passed  him 
b\ .  lie  had  been  in  turn  bewildered,  in- 
credulous, cold,  sick,  bruised,  but  sustained 
throughout  by  th.e  furious  aniii  rl  energy 
which  tlie  bodv  summons  in  n  fight  for  life. 
Now,  however,  with  the  realisation  of  his 
loneliness  in  Mie  gathering  darkness,  te.nr 
smote  hinu  In.  fear  lie  was  as  purely  animal 
as  he  liad  been  in  his  momenta  of  Idind 
Courage.  TI(>  lurned  from  the  darkling  sea 
that  had  claimed  chum  and  sliipmates,  and 
floundered  fh^-ough  the  snow-(h-ifls  to  the 
base  of  the  ejiff.  Then,  nund)e(l  witii  cold, 
and  well-nigh  spent,  he  began  frantically  lo 
scale  the  shriving  surfaces  of  the  rock. 

Harnaclcs  tore  the  Ihsh  from  his  hands 
and  the  nails  from  his  ling(r-tij)s  as  he 
flawid  divpi  lately  at  the  crevices  for  a 
hold.  Inch  !)\  inch,  fool  by  loot  he  foui^ht 
liis  way  upwanis  from  the  threatening  clutch 
of  I  he  htmgry  tide.  l<a\ing  a  crimson  stain 
at  every  niclu>  where  the  snow  had  galhered. 
Thrice  he  slipped  and  slithered  downwards. 
I)rnised  .md  loiii.  t(«  ?(Hew  his  frantic  cl'iorts 
afresh.  I'inally  he  reached  a  broad  shelf 
of  rock.  half\v,iy  up  the  surface  of  the  clifi. 
an<l  'hci'e  rested  awhile,  whiinpcrini;  softh 
to  himself  at    the  pain  of  his  lla\rd  harids. 


<m 


THE  srKvivon 


'J  31 


I'resently  he  rose  ap^aiti  and  continiu'd 
till'  dizzy  ascent.  Xoiu'  hut  a  sailor  or 
an  experieneed  rock  -  elinilu  r  would  !i;i\-e 
dreani<\'l  oJ"  atteiiiptinfj  siuli  a  feat  sinrfje- 
handed,  well-nif?h  in  the  dark.  Ilvm  had 
lie  reached  the  ioj)  lie  could  not  have  walked 
three  yards  in  the  dense  snow-drifts  tliat  liad 
gathered  all  along  the  edge  of  the  eliiTs. 
Hut  the  climber  knew  nothing  aljout  that: 
he  was  in  search  of  tcna  finna,  something 
that  was  not  slipj)ery  rock  or  shifting  pebbles, 
so   lewhere  out  of  reach  of  the  sea. 

lie  was  within  six  feet  of  the  suiuniit  when 
he  lost  a  foolhold.  slipperl.  grablx  d  at  a 
[)rojeeting  knob  of  rock,  slipped  again,  and 
so  slipping  and  l)uinj)ing  and  lighting  for 
every  inch,  he  slid  heavily  down  on  to  his 
ledge  again. 

He  lay  bruised  and  breathless  where  he 
fell.  'J'ha!  tunible  came  near  to  linishing 
matters;  il  wIiKhil  him— knock(  d  I  lie  light 
<»il  of  him.  I'.nl  a  wave,  last  and  highest 
of  Ihe  tide,  sluiced  o\  (  r  th'  hdoc  and 
iniiiiersed  his  shixcring  botly  onc(.'  more  in 
icy  wattr:  tlu  unreasoning  terror  of  :  he 
|)ursuing  li(ic  I  ha!  haii  driven  hini  uj)  Ihe 
face  of  the  elilt'  whipped  hiin  lo  his  fed 
again. 

He  backed  against  the  rock,  staring  out 
Hiiough  the  <hiving  spindiifl  into  the  menace 
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of  the  darkness.  There  ouj^lit  to  be  anotlier 
wave  any  moment:  then  there  would  be 
another  :  and  after  that  perhaps  another. 
The  next  one  then  would  get  him.  He  was 
too  weak  to  ehmb  aijain.   .  .  . 

The  seconds  passed  and  merged  into 
minutes.  The  wind  came  at  Iiim  out  of 
the  darkness  like  invisible  knives  thrown 
to  pin  him  to  a  wall.  The  cold  numbed 
his  intelligence,  numbed  even  his  fear.  He 
heard  the  waves  breaking  all  about  him  in 
a  wild  ))andemonium  of  sound,  but  it  was 
a  long  time  before  lie  realised  that  no  more 
had  invad"d  his  ledge,  and  a  e()U{)le  of 
hours  before  it  struck  him  tjiat  the  tide  had 
turned.   .  .  . 

Towards  nu'dnighl  he  crawled  down  from 
liis  ledge  and  followed  the  retreating  tide 
across  the  slippery  shale,  pausing  everv  few 
minutes  to  listen  to  the  uproar  of  sea  and 
wind  Ail  illusion  of  hearing  human  voices 
calling  out  of  tlie  gale  mocked  him  with 
strange  persistence.  Once  or  twice  he 
stumbled  over  a  dark  mass  of  weed  stranded 
by  the  retreating  tide,  and  each  time  bmt 
down  to  fingor  it  appreluMisivclv. 

Dawn  found  him  back  in  the  six  iter  of 
liis  elr!}.  scraping  limp.'ts  frou)  their  shells 
Tor  a  breakfast.  The  day  came  slowly 
over  a  grey  sea.  streaked  and  smeared  lik^ 
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the;  face  of  an  old  woman  after  a  night  of 
weeping.  Of  the  two  desl rovers  nothing 
broke  the  surface.  It  was  nearly  high 
water,  and  whate\'er  remained  of  tlieir 
battered  hulK  was  covered  i>y  a  tinnuUuous 
sea.  They  were  swallowed.  The  sea  had 
taken  them— them  and  a  hundred  -  odd 
oflieers  and  men.  old  shipmates,  messmates, 
townies.  rnggii-s-  just  swallowed  the  lot. 
.  .  .  lie  still  owed  last  month's  mess-bill 
to  the  caterer  of  his  nvss.  ...  He  put  his 
torn  hands  before  his  eyes  and  strove  to 
shut  out  the  awful  giey  desolation  of  that 
hungry  sea. 

During  the  forenoon  a  flotilla  of  destroyers 
passed  well  out  to  seaward.  They  were 
searching  the  coast  for  signs  of  the  wr.X'ks. 
and  the  sj)ray  bloiled  th(  in  intermittently 
from  sight  as  they  w;dlow( d  at  slow  sj)eed 
through  the  grey  sens. 

The  sur,vor  watched  them  and  waved 
his  jumper  tied  to  a  piece  of  drift-wood: 
but  they  were  too  far  oh'  to  see  him  against 
the  dark  rocks.  They  passed  round  a  head- 
land, and  the  wan  ligure.  half  frozen  and 
famished,  crawled  back  into  his  cleft  lik«> 
a  stricken  animal,  dumb  willi  cold  and 
suffering.  It  was  not  until  the  succeeding 
low   water,    when   the  twisted   ironwork    was 
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tlie  reef,  that  another  destroyer  hove  in 
sii,'lit.  Slie  (uo  was  search! n-^  Tor  lier  lost 
sisters,  and  I  he  castaway  wat^ihed  her  alter 
course  and  nose  cautiously  towards  the  cove. 
Then  she  stopped  and  went  astern. 

The  survivor  brandished  his  extemporised 
sii^nal  of  distress  and  emitted  a  dull  croaking 
sound  between  his  ci-aeked  lips.  A  puii"  of 
wliite  steam  a|)p(  ai((l  above  the  destroyer's 
bridge,  and  a  second  later  the  reassuring 
hoot  of  a  siren  iloated  in  iVc*!!!  the  oirmg. 
They  had  seen  him. 

A  sudden  naetion  seized  his  faculties. 
Almost  apathetically  he  watched  a  sea-boat 
being  lowered,  saw  it  turn  and  come  toAvards 
him,  rising  and  falling  on  the  heavy  seas, 
but  always  coming  nearer  .  .  .  he  didn't 
care  nmch  whether  they  came  or  not- lie 
was  that  cold.  Tlu;  very  marrow  of  his 
bones  seemed  to  he  frozen.  They'd  have 
fo  come  and  fetch  him  if  tliey  wanted  him. 
lie  was  too  cold  to  move  out  of  his  cleft. 

1'iie  boat  was  very  near.  It  was  a  whaler, 
and  the  bowtnmi  hr.d  boated  his  oar,  and 
was  crouching  in  the  i)owswilh  a]i(a\ing- 
linc  round  his  forearm.  The  bo;tt  was  nlunrr- 
ing  wildly,  and  spray  was  llxiiig  from  under 
iu  r.  'I'he  Ciil'i's  threw  back  ihe  orders  of 
tile  oihcei-  ;il  thr  tiller  as  he  ])eered  ahead 
ironi    un.der    h.is    iM'aK'n'.lin    ■-:(>.i!  Wo"?!-'^] 
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anxifty  ^vritt(■ll  on  every  lino  of  his  v>  catlier- 
beaten  face.  lie  didn't  fancy  the  job.  that 
nnich  was  plain;  and  indeed,  snial!  blame 
to  him.  It  was  no  li<,^ht  undertakinir.  nursing 
a  sr->all  boat  close  in  to  a  dead  l{>c  shore, 
with    (he    aftermath    of    such    a    gale    still 


running. 


Tiiey  came  still  closer,  and  the  heaving 
line  hissed  through  tlu-  air  to  fall  at  {he 
castaway's  feet. 

"Tie  it  ronnd  yonr  middle,"  siiouled  tlie 
lieutenant.     "  You'll  have  to  jump  for  it- 
we'll  ])ull  you  inboard  all  light." 

The  siirxivor  obeyed  dully,  reeled  to  the 
edge  •:)f  his  ledge  and  slid  once  more  into  the 
bitterly  cold  water. 

Half  a  dozen  hands  seemed  to  grasp  him 
simultaneously,  and  he  was  hauled  over 
tlu;  gunwale  of  the  boat  almost  before  he 
realised  he  had  left  his  ledge,  .'v  tlask  was 
crammed  between  his  chattering  teeth  ; 
someone  wound  fold  upon  fold  of  blanket 
round   him, 

"Any  more  of  you.  mate?"  said  a  voice 
anxiouslv:  and  then.  "  .Si  rike  me  blind  if  it 
ain't   old  r.ill  !  '* 

The  sui\  ivor  opened  his  eyes  and  saw  the 
face  of  thi:  bowman  contemnlal 'U't  him 
above  liis  cork  lifebelt.  It  was  a  vaguely 
familiar    face.     Tiiey    liad    been    siiipmales 
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sonicwliere  once.  Barracks,  Dcvonport, 
p'raps  it  was.  lie  blinked  I  lie  tears  out  of 
his  eyes  and  couglucl  as  iiie  raw  spirit  rtin 
down  his  throat. 

"  Any  more  of  you.  Bill,  olc  lad  ?  " 

The  sur\ivor  shook  his  head. 

"  There's  no  one."  he  said,  "  'eept  me. 
I'm  the  only  one  wliat's  lef  outer  two  shij^s' 
companies."  Again  the  lost  feeling  of  be- 
wildered j>ride  crept  ])aek. 

"You  ab\ays  was  a  one,  Bill  !  "  said  the 
bowman  in  the  old  famiUar  accent  of  hero- 
W'Orship. 

The  survivor  nodded  confirmation.  "  Not 
'arf  I  ain'l."  he  said  appreciatively.  "  Sole 
survivor  1  am  I  "  And  iuld  out  his  hand 
again  for  the  ihx^k.  "Christ!  look  at  niv 
'ands !  " 


.rr> 


^acsitr^ 


H.^J%«Sii 


CIIAlTiai    Xi 


THE    Nth    BATTLE    SQUAlJllON 

No  propaganda  poster  artist  with  an  eye  to 
lurid  backgrounds  could  have  secured  sucli 
an  eri'ccl.  (ireat  l)ut tresses  of  cloud,  inky 
black  with  their  bniden  of  unshed  snow,  were 
banked  alxniL  the  sunset.  The  snow  that 
had  fallen  thiring  tiie  jiast  week  rested  like 
a  shroud  upon  peak  and  headland,  promon- 
tory and  cliii'-top.  encircling  liic  sombre 
waters  of  I'ltima  Tluile  with  a  dazzling  white 
girdle.  Against  this  background  lay  thr 
Grand  Ilect,  an  agglomeration  of  trif)od 
masts  and  siipcrim[K)Sed  structures,  asfamiliar 
a  feature  of  the  scene  as  the  surf  that  broke 
endlessly  about  the  chJl's.  or  the  unappeased 
calhng  of  the  gull  .  A  little  to  the  westward, 
however,  where  the  cloud-masonry  was  split 
and  reft  bv  crimson  shafts  of  lirlit.  an  out- 
stretched  wing  of  the  vast  battle  licet  struck 
an  oddly  uiifainiliar  miic.  instead  of  the 
trijX'd  masts  and  hooded  eontrol-to[)s,  slender 
lowers  of  lat  t  iced  stcfl  rosf  in  nnirs  frnni  rnrh 
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hull.  .\ir;iinst  the  black  clouds,  (•\-crv  ctisiun 
m  tiw  lloct  was  clearly  disccrnibU- :  hut  it 
was  i!<»'  ll'c  White  I'nsijrn  that  showed  up  so 
vividly  above  the  sLrai'ocrs.  jt  was  tiie 
"Stars  and  Stiipes  "  painted  with  the  glory 
of  a  northern  winter  sunset. 

Only  a  1\  w  weeks  had  elapsed  si  nee  they 
arrived,  rust-streaked  and  travel-stained,  as 
ships  inJLrht  mcII  be  thai  had  battled  through 
one  winter  gale  after  aiicilier  IVoni  (  hesa- 
peake  I>ay  to  T 'Itinia  I'hule  ;  and  at  IIk-  sicr'it 
of  tiiem  the  grey,  v.ar- weary  battle  Ilect 
of  Britain  burst  into  a  roar  of  welcome  such 
as  had  never  before  greeted  a  stranger  within 
its  gates  in  either  peace  or  war.  For-  and 
herein  lies  th<-  magic  of  tne  thing  these 
were  not  merely  .-dlies  swinging  u])  on  to  the 
Hank  of  a  common  battle-line,  but  kinsmen 
joining  kinsmen  as  an  integral  part  of  one 
ileet.  The  rattle  of  their  cal)les  through  the 
haw>e  pipes  wa.x  droAvned  by  the  tumult  of 
cheering,  and  forlhwiih  the  Aineriean  Ad- 
miral dis])atehed  a  telegram  to  Washington. 
whose  laconic  business-like  bre\ity  alone  did 
justice  to  what  may  jjrove  the  most  signih- 
cant  message  of  history  :  "  Arrived  as  per 
seh.edule,"  it  said. 

This  linking  of  the  two  navies   may  nee-d 
an  explanation.      !t  may  be  asked  (it  will  be 
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this  war):  Could  not  the  American  lleet 
co-operate  in  the  war  witliout  niertfiii<f  Hs 
identity  in  tiiat  of  the  British  ?  'J'hc  aaswer 
is  this  :  Victory  in  modern  naval  warfare 
demands  more  than  nure  eo-oijcralion 
between  allied  s(|iiadrons.  Navies  li<rht 
otherwise  than  armies,  whose  generals  can 
meet  and  confer  even  during  the  crisis  (>!'  a 
battle.  Squadrons  working  in  unit\-  adoat 
require  one  controlling  intellect,  one  source 
of  orders  and  information  :  one  pair  of 
shoudders,  and  one  only,  to  take  the  hurdcii 
of  final  responsibility. 

Hence,  to  the  sure  shield  of  civilisation 
and  the  allied  cause  has  been  added  a  for- 
midable buckler.  The  Grand  Meet  has  had 
grafted  into  its  side  a  new  rib  and  a  stout  one. 

It  must  })e  realised.  howe\ cr.  that  a  com- 
mon speech  between  tv.o  nations  does  not 
necessarily  meantliat  tiicir  respective  navies 
talk  in  the  same  tongue.  The  system  of 
signalling  in  the  American  i  k'ct,  the  signific- 
ance of  i  igs.  the  arrangement  of  codes  and 
eiphcrs,  arc  peculiarly  and  completely  tiieirs. 
Thi'  meanings  of  tlic  Hags  liad  nothing  in 
common  with  (lie  Hiilish.  Their  system  has 
be<'n  evoh fd  through  generations;  is.  so  to 
speak,  their  navy"s  molher  tongue.  The 
signalmen  of  the  Mh  l^atllr  Scptadron.  blow- 
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of  Ulliiv.a  Tlnilo.  liad  <o  forget  in  I  went  y- four 
hours  wb.al  liad  })e('n  laboriously  taught  them 
for  \ci'rs.  Tiu-y  had  to  uinstcr  a  difl'^rent- 
colourcd  al})habc't  as  ii  is  siohtcd  two  miles 
away  tangh  d  up  in  halliards  or  half  obsciiied 
by  funnel  and  (niayha|))  battle  smoke. 
>Iancruvres  on  a  scale  they  had  hitherto 
regarded  as  exeeplional :  Meet  exercises  and 
squadron  eomj^'-tition,  inlership  sigualese 
(whereby  Hie  movtnient  of  a  semaphore  a^ni 
through  tifleen  degrees  of  Uie  arc  meant 
tilings  inuheamed  of  in  their  philoso])hy), 
tricks  whieli  northern  visibility  j)lays  with 
daylight  signalling  thrse  things  were  thc.r 
daily  and  nightly  jioition. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  them,  ''  it  was  a 
tough  proposition,''  and  they  tackled  it  hke 
tigers.  In  a  fi«!lnig!it  they  were  through 
with  ii.  In  a  month  (lie  Hri'isli  signal 
boatswains  rubbrd  thiir  Ulcsi-opc  hiiscs  and 
said  they  were  danuu'd. 

r>ut  the  communication  prol'hni  didn't 
I'ud  till  re.  \\ii(l(NS  plays  an  (\<ii  more 
inpMrlMiit  pari  lhi!i\i.ual  signallin<f  in  naval 
warfare.  It  is  impiuhuil  cnongh  in  p»(aec, 
and  I  he  American  1  !<  <  t  had  b.y  no  nuans 
negh'cled  the  subject.  Hut  aerial  conchtions 
in  the  region  ■>(  Miu.illa  (hiicr  considerably 
from  (hose  in  the  North  Sea.  ^peakinjr 
radiographicaliy,   the  North  Sea  is  llie  imtst 
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crowdixl  thoioii^lirarc  in  tlic  world.  Alj 
tlirougli  the  Iwcnty-ftHir  lioiiis  ships  and  sub 
marines  and  slioro  wireless  stations  are  talking, 
talking,  talking.  ]>ritis]i  warnings  to  ship- 
ping on  its  lawful  occasions,  streams  of  lies 
from  Herlin  (branded  at  tlie  outset  ''  (German 
Press  Message  ""),  ei|)her  cryptograms  from 
three  Admiralties,  destroyers  bleating  in  a 
fog,  apj)cals  from  a  hunted  merchantman  all 
these  inters])e.-sed  witli  the  gibbering  Tdc- 
funken  of  the  (ierman  submarine. 

Xow  the  .\merican  wireless  (  xjxrts  have 
»)een  concerned  jjrineipally  with  covering 
long  distances.  The  development  of 
"spark"  and  jiower  in  n  compaiativcly 
undisturbed  dher  was  the  main  preoccuj^a- 
lion  of  their  o|)erators.  I'rom  this  serene 
condition,  ship^  and  siliiif  cabinets  [lasscd 
into  tile  windy  parrot-house  of  the  North 
Sea.  Here.  })ower.  as  they  undersl.iod  [\\c 
term,  was  negligibh'.  Tlie  greatest  distance 
re(]uire(l  t)f  Ihtir  Hert/ian  wa\  t'S  w.i  >  a  pre- 
posterous loo  niihs  oi  so.  Ibit  not  only  had 
they  to  thread  a  way  unbroken  through  this 
aerial  Habel.  but.  w  hat  wa-.  (  \  (  u  moredilheult. 
the  operator  \^  is  r((piir((l  to  detect  and  read 
messages  on  one  tune  in  a  \  asl  discord  of 
diverse  and  unfanuhar  nol<  s.  It  is  even  said 
that  an  iMiglishman's  touch  on  a  sending 
key  difiers  from  tiial  of  an  Amcricuii  us 
10 
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radically  as  the  spoken  accent  difJVrs.  Yet, 
after  a  montii  of  assiduous  })raetiee.  the 
former  are  in  a  fair  Avayto  |,/-esenliii<»'  as  few 
dinieullies  to  con)niuniealion  as  the   latter. 

So  nuieh  for  l!ie  trehnieal  aspect  of  the 
affair.  But  tlu  re  is  anotiier  to  consider  : 
each  nation  haviiiLj  exolved.  perfeeled.  and 
adopted  a  system,  considers  it.  ijist,  fncio, 
Ihv-  best  system  in  flie  world.  To  ask  a 
senincul  of  that  na'ion  toduiii))  ilu-  chcrislu'd 
thino;  oveilioard  and  adopt  I  lie  theory  and 
pracliec  of  another  nation  "  likely  not  so 
good  '■  is  (hinandin<r  n.ueh.  That  the  order 
was  oheyed  instatitl\  <,^)es  Avithout  sayinij. 
Ihit  Kl  it  he  noted  that  it  was  olxyed  in  a 
spirit  ol'  unerilieal  h)\alt\  and  whole-souled 
enthusiasm  hy  every  man  eoncernt d  from 
Admiral  to  Si<r,ial  lioy.  To  this  the  British 
I  <Minnan(l<r-in-C'liief  has  leslilied. 

Hut  after  all.  these  matters  are  merelv 
cxtirnals.  In  ado|)tin^  British  nuthods  of 
conummieations  and  staff  work  for  Ihesmooth 
workinu:  of  the  whole,  the  American  ships 
lia\-e  not  lo.>.t  a  jol  of  lluir  identity.  Their 
customs  rriaii!.  with  their  traditions, 
Amiriean  indeed,  they  are  hut  thrown 
into  slron^'<r  relief;  and  the  British  Meet 
around  them  is  notin;^.  drawing  compari- 
sons with  intent  interest,  as  two  scions  of 
(he    same    family    might     nuct     and    studv 
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^■esiurc  or  ]/liysio«rnomy,  searching  cafTorl\- 
for  kindred  traits.  And  daily  the  })()nds 
;irc  tioiitciiing. 


Thf  Adiiiiriil  ('oinniandinf;  tlic  lorco  of 
Ainirican  hat  tl.sliips  which  const  itntcs  the 
Ntli  HattU-  S<|ua(h'on  of  the  (irand  !•  Meet  stood 
and  tliawcd  hdore  the  hnrni.shed  radiah.r 
in   his  cahin, 

"  Xow.  lie  said.  ''  yon've  spent  a  da\- 
on  hoard  this  ship.  Wluit  strnek  yon  most  ? 
\\  hat  remains  yonr  niosf  \i\id  irnj)ressi()n  ? 

i  had  })een  waiting:  lor  the  (piestion.  an(? 
\.onderin<,r  what  the  denec-  1  was  Hinuu  to 
say.  A  man  who  sp(M(is  ten  crowded  hours 
in  unfamiliar  surroundings,  trying  to  draw 
ccmparisons  het  ween  them  and  his  accus- 
tomed en\ironnient.  linds  his  impn-ssions 
at  the  end  of  it  like  a  jigsaw  i)uz/le  that  has 
l>een  iij)sef. 

i  looked  at  him  as  he  stood  taking'  me  in, 
and  in  the  (juizzical,  humorous  .smile  novering 
ahont  his  eyes,  in  the  set  of  his  ver\-  imp<r- 
turhahle  mouth,  in  his  wholly  conih>rtal>le 
altitude  l)ef(.re  the  radiator.  I  read  m\ 
ansu(r.  It  was  something  that  had  been 
struggling  for  e.\j)ression  at  the  bai  k  of  in\ 
hi.iiii  ail  (lav. 

NVell.    sir."    I    said   (and    then    wished    ! 
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could  have  embarkod  on  my  explanation  as 
our  sailors  do  ^vitll  "'  It's  like  this  'em, 
sir  "),  "  to  all  intents  and  ))\irposcs  you've 
droj)ped  out  of  the  skies  plop  into  the  middle 
of  the  Grand  Fleet.  It's  a  lleet  that  has 
been  3^  years  at  war.  It  belongs  to  the 
oldest  and  most  conservative — il'  not  the 
proudest  navy  in  the  world.  It's  got  the 
Armada  and  the  Nile  and  C'openliagen  and 
Trafalgar  and  Jiithuid  to  its  credit,  and.  I 
fancy,  it  takes  a  largish  size  in  hats  on  the 
strength  of  it.  It  certainly  has  a  standard 
by  "vvhich  to  judge  strangers." 

"  Sure."  said  the  Admiral  softly,  with  his 
eyes  on  tlie  far-off  snowy  liills. 

I  took  a  long  breath.  I'm  not  used  to 
making  stumj)  speeches  to  admirals.  "  Well, 
from  the  moment  your  ships  rounded  that 
headband  the  IJritisli  Meet  has  been  sizing 
you  uj).  Kvery  boat  that  is  manned  and 
U-aves  your  sliij).  cNcry  oliiccr  or  man  who 
moves  about  your  decks,  is  being  watched  and 
eritieised  and  stuched  by  seveial  thousand 
pairs  of  eyes,     "SOii  hvc  in  the  Umelight.'' 

"  Snre."  said  the  Achiiiral,  so  s(»ftly  that 
il  was  hardly  more  than  a  gentle  expiration 
between  liis  teetli.  He  may  haNc  been 
wondering  when  1  was  coming  to  tlie  point. 

"  WiW.  sir."  1  continued.  "  all  that  is  apt 
to  make  a  \  <  rv   good   man     iitleed  self-con- 
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scions.  I  came  over  on  the  look-out  for  sclf- 
conscioiisnoss.  like  a  lady  visitor  looks  out 
for  wet  paint  on  board.  I've  been  ten  hours 
in  your  tlagship,  and  I've  talked  to  san.plcs 
of  every  rank  and  rating.  Vvv  only  seen 
one  person  self-conscious  under  friendly 
scrutiny." 

"Ah?"'  s;  id  the  Admiral.  His  eyebrows 
lifted  a  shade. 

"  I  caught  sight  of  myself  in  a  looking- 
glass,"  1   exj)lained 

Not  that  this  absence  of  self-consciousness 
is  the  outcome  of  indill'crence.  The  American 
Squadron  is  keenly  alive  to  the  intent  observa- 
tion it  is  un(lerg()ing.  Its  method  of  showing 
how  aware  was  perhaj^s  the  most  graceful 
imaginable.  For  ;'  few  days  it  visited  one 
of  the  lleet's  more  southerly  bases,  and  the 
shi{)s'  companies  were  gi'.en  leave  to  visit 
a  great  town.  Six  thousand  live  hundred 
men  availed  themselves  of  this  permission. 
They  were  greeted  by  the  inhabitants  with 
an  enthusiasm  that  might  well  have  thrown 
a  staider  and  older  set  of  men  oh  I  heir  balanee. 
I'll.'  traditional  British  methods  of  extending 
hospitality  were  thrust  upon  the^''  youngsters 
fresh  from  a  l<>ny'  and  arthioiis  xoya^i  .  It 
niiglU  ha\c  result td  in  a  fanuishd  that  wotiid 
ha\e  made  the  nienioiy  (»t'  Mal'eking  night 
Si-em  like  a  ti  iu|)eranee  re\  i\  al  by  comparison. 
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Yet  when  those  six  thousand  iive  hundred 
mortal  men  returned  to  their  ships  and  the 
bonds  of  diseiphne  nine  only  were  slightly 
under  the  inlluence  of  liquor.     Nine  all  told. 

Apropos  of  this  visit,  it  may  be  added  that 
it  occurred  at  C'hristmas-tinii-.  Now.  the 
fiarrship  of  the  American  Squadron  is.  I 
believe,  known  in  tlie  United  States  as  the 
''  Cin-istmas-ship.'-  Americans  are  all  i)rob- 
ahly  familiar  witli  the  origin  of  this  name; 
but  for  the  bem  lit  of  my  own  eouutrymen, 
]  nuist  relate  tiieir  j)retty  tradilion.  Ev(  ry 
(  lirislmas  Day  this  j)articular  sliij)  lies  in 
New  York  harbour;  on  Christjr.jis  Mv(  llie 
eiew  goes  aslioi'c^  into  flu^  slums  ;i!id  How(  i  \-, 
and  e\ cry  man  invites  a  child  to  a  dimier 
on  board  the  following  d.-iy.  The  little 
guests  are  carefully  c-liosen.  They  are  !lie 
l\j)e  of  child  that  would  no!  otherwise  cat 
a  Christmas  dimur.  would  not  j)r()bal  'N  eat 
a  dimier  at  all.  The  poorest  of  the  jx-or, 
from  gutter  and  dive  and  archway.  And 
not  only  do  these  |»ath(  lie  hitie  guests  get 
(hmier,  but  also  a  suit  of  clothes,  a  toy, 
and  a   |)res<?it    of  monew 

For  tlx'  lirst  tinu  the(  hristmas  just  prisscd 
found  the  "  Chiist  inas-ship's  ""  in(»orinos  in 
New  ^^.l•k  h;ul)<»ur  enipt\.  She  \\;is  Kino^ 
at  the  base  I  h.-uc  r(  1"(  i  red  to  within  r<  aeh 
of  a  great  Ibitish   cit\.      IJut    the  tradition 
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remained  the  same.  They  liad  forty-,  iglit 
hours  in  whieh  to  arrange  the  whole  thing, 
but  they  did  it.  They  added  one  stipulation 
tliat  lias  not  >)een  hiid  down  in  New  York. 
Preference  was  to  he  given  in  tlie  matter  of 
selection  to  those  waifs  wliose  fathers  had 
hiid  down  their  hves  in  J)attle. 

Britannia,  noting  this  story,  niav  remem- 
ber and  echo  the  words  of  (lie  greatest  of  all 
child  lovers  : 

"•  Inasmuch  as  ye  Ikivc  done  it  unio  the 
least   of  ihese  ..." 

To  the  Piaval  ollieer  a  sliip's  jursomul  is 
nteessarilx  :ui  ahsurbing  study.  The  human 
element  is  one  in  which  he  works  and  hves, 
and  ^\hat<•^  (  r  i  he  dcvelc.pnunl  of  I  he  machir.e, 
man  and  his  ways  alioat  must  cn  cr  remain  (he 
primary  factor  In  a  na\y"s  enicieiuw  ii 
goes  without  saying  that  when  the  personnd 
bdougs  to  the  ship  of  another  natidu  the 
interest   is  hu'gely  charged  with  curiosit\. 

1  attemj)t((l  to  convey  something  of  this 
interest  to  the  captain  of  an  Ann  riean  bat  ih- 
shi|>.  who  was  my  host  for  t  he  (hiw  \\  <  \v<  ic 
sitting  in  his  cabin  ;  and  the  talk  had  ranged 
from  the  Yukon  to  lirooklyn  ^'ard,  and  was 
what  a  certain  weekly  papei-  would  eal! 
"  Mainl>    About    INoplc." 

I    hinted   at    mv   interest   in   the  men   not 
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without  difTidencc,  because  to  ask  the  captain 
of  a  nian-uf-war  if  you  can  go  and  look  at 
his  shi{)'s  company  as  a  matter  of  curiosity 
is  tantamount  to  demanding  leave  of  a 
stranger  to  go  and  smoke  a  pipe  in  liis  nursery 
while  his  einkircn  are  being  bathed.  A  mess 
deck  is  an  intimate  j>l;iee. 

"  Want  to  see  the  men  ?  "  he  echoed,  and 
thrust  on  iiis  cap.  "  I'll  show  'em  to  you." 
He  was  i\  mighty  man  ]X)ssessing  volcanic 
energy  and  a  voice  designed  to  carry  orders 
thi'ough  a  gale.     '"'  Come  right  along." 

We  plunged  straigiitway  into  the  seetiiing 
life  of  the  mess-deck  and  liNiiig  spaces  of  the 
great  shiji.  the  caj)tain  leading;  and  as  we 
threaded  a  j^ath  forward,  men  stepped  aside, 
stood  quietly  to  attention  until  we  passed, 
and  resumed  their  tasks  or  leisure.  Work- 
shops, kitchens,  humdry.  bakeries,  dental 
surgery,  sick  bay,  mess-rooms,  round  we  went 
in  a  swil't.  slightly  bewildering  rush,  while 
the  "  owu'r  ■'  j<  rkcd  explanations  over  his 
shoulder.  liC  dispinyed  a  familiarity  witli 
the  details  of  it  all  I  hat  was  to  say  the  least 
of  it  lull  ri  sling  to  one  of  another  navy, 
whose  ca))tains  elnim  to  be  not  indiil'erent 
"  shi])s*    Inisbands." 

Qui'  whiihsind  toni cni  rird  us  !nio  a  speck- 
less  elect  lie  bakery  i)ih(l  high  with  fragrant 
loa\  es.     The    c;!iit;Mn    li.'id    Ihm.L'    open    and 
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closed  the  door  of  an  oven  secured  by  an 
ingenious  but  rather  complicated  latch.  As 
we  emerged  I  conunented  on  his  evident 
familiarity  with  tlie  internal  htting  of  his 
siiip's  bakery.  •'  Built  her."  he  explained, 
and  plunged,  doffing  his  cap,  into  the  sick  bay. 
There  were  over  a  thousand  men  on  board, 
and  about  half  a  dozen  of  them  had  found 
their  way  here. 

"  Well,  T ,"  said  the  captain,  address- 
ing by  name  an  able  seaman  of  a  stature  well- 
nigh  equalling  his  own,  ''  liow's  that  hand 
getting  on  '{  "' 

The  man  stood  up  and  met  his  captain's 
eyes  witliout  embarrassment  ;  just,  in  fact, 
as  one  citizen  regards  another. 

"  Nicely,  thank  you.  sir,"  he  replied. 

"Hit  your  man  in  a  softer  place  next 
time,"  said  the  captain,  and  the  seaman 
laughed,  nursing  his  bandaged  hand. 

"  I  will,  surely."  he  said.  A  chuckle  ran 
round  the  sick  bay.  I  had  the  sensation  of 
a  stranger  left  trying  to  fatliom  a  family  joke. 

''  Want  to  talk  to  \ni  •.''  "  asked  the 
cai)tain  a  miiuite  later,  as  we  stoppi-d  to 
watch  a  veliran  sujicrintcnding  the  splicing 
of  a  live-inch  wire    by  two  ordinary  seanicn. 

"  Here,  B ."'  he  ealKd  one  of  llu    \()un<i- 

st(TS,  again  by  name.  '["he  boy  (iro[)ped 
his    !iiarlinii'-^]>ike    -luid    r<,  ■^eoiwlril    stn.-n'M.- 
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"  AVliere    were    you    raised  ?  "      asked    the 

captain. 

•'  Kentiieky.   sir,"   came   the  rej)ly  in  the 

soft  Southern  drawl.  The  hid  stood  before 
us  without  a  trace  of  sheepishness  or  appar- 
ently aware  of  anv  distinction  in  beino-  thus 
sinj^led  out  by  his  captain  by  name  from 
nmont^^st  a  thousand  other    men.     The  eap- 

ain  nodded.  "Trade?"  "  Farm-hand,  sir."' 
It  was  my  turn,  and  \  asked  Irini  the 
question  no  saik)r  has  (  \(i-  been  able  to 
answer.  '"  Why  (]id  you  eome  to  sea  ?  "  Jle 
grimied.  showing-  two  rows  oi"  perlV  et  t((th. 
"  flini."  he  said,  and  jerked  his  iiead  oxer 
his  shoukjer  at  tlie  other  ordinarx'  seaman 
w)i>eiti<r  beneatii  the  whis))ered  exhortali»)i^.s 
of  his  instructor.  '"  liini  an"  nie  .  .  ," 
addin,i,^  •' lie's  my  chum.  .  .  ."'  Stronjrnun 
have  tried  to  write  books  on  all  that  was 
contained  in  these  two  seiitenets:  most 
have  died   with   the  task   unlinished. 

We  had  concluded  lunch  a  ni' al  that 
commenced  with  iced  «riaj)e-fruit  (^rape-fruit 
in  ritima  'J'hule,  iiarkee!)  when  the  caj)tain 
beckoned  me  to  accompany  him  on  another 
tour.  It  was  of  a  more  ollic  ial  nature  this 
time,  and  included  a  routine  inspeetion  of 
th(  storerooms  and  magazines,  and  I  joined 
the  little  group  of  oflieers  who  hurried  in  tlie 
wake  of  that  tall,  striding  htfure  with  '/old  Inef 
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round  tlio  peak  of  his  cap,  who  knew  his  ship 
as  I  know  the  inside  of  my  pocket.     \Vc  were 
a  hand  of  strenuous  adventurers  in  search  of 
the  unfindal)le.     Never  did  red-shirted  miners 
ply  pick  and  shovel  in  the  hrst  (hivs  of  thr 
Klondyke    rush    as    that    ea})tain  'l-ihourec] 
through  the  long  afternoon  in  search  of  Dust. 
Vp  and  down  the  shafts  lea(hng  to  speekless 
storerooms,    jiand    owr   hand    l)y   ])urnished 
steel  rungs  into  the  uttermost  bowels  of  the 
ship  we  went :  and  as  we  passed,  the  captain's 
iiaiid  was   for  ever   g<»ing   out  to  run   along 
a    transverse    franu>    or    search    the    intdioT- 
of  a   cojkrdan!  in  the  same  fruitless  (pust. 
Perspiration   ran    down    our   faces,    hut    the 
hreak-neek  pace  lu  \ cr  shx  kcncd.     •'  Light  !  "' 
barked  the  captain,  and  the  breathless  llrst 
lieutenant     obediently     llaslud     an.     electric 
toich  into  some  ciainixhole.   .   .   .   The  hunt 
cheeked  while  iheeantain  cran.ed  ;)!id  peered, 
and    Ihen  nioxed  (.n.     TJu.  jiist  lieutenant's 
sigh  of  relief  w.is  always  juidible  above   the 
ling  of  our  foot   leps.      Once  as  the  i)rocession 
sped  along  some  hibyriiith  among  tlie  shell- 
I'ooms   tin-  eaptaiifs    finger   shot  out  accus- 
ingly to  indicate  a  junctif>n-box  on  the  white 
enamelled   bulkhead   (an  infinitesimal   detail 
i!»  the  vast   complexity  of  a  battleship).     It 
was  an  altair  of  l)rass  secured  by  small  screws 
but  one  of  the  ser«'Ws  wns  nusKii 
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"  Spoke  about  tliat  last  week,"  rapped  out 
the  captain,  already  a  dozen  yards  ahead. 
The  lirst  lieutenant  looked  at  the  junction- 
l)ox  as  we  hurried  on,  and  wiped  his  face. 

"  (iee  !  '"  he  said.  Then  he  cved  mc  with 
mingled  desperation  and  pride. 

''  Some  captain,"  he  said. 

I  dropped  out  of  the  running  about  four 
o'clock  because  we  were  in  the  neighbour- 
iiood  of  the  gunroom  (steerage,  they  called 
it)  where  I  had  been  invited  to  tea.  I  took 
with  me  an  ineasy  recollection  of  the  lirst 
lieutenant's  reproachful  cyts  as  I  sheered 
out  of  the  processicn,  but  it  was  speedily 
obliterated  by  the  interest  and  charm  of 
the  ensuing  hour.  Tiie  American  midship- 
man is  the  senior  of  his  British  "  opposite 
number  "  by  perhaps  a  couple  of  years — 
but  there  the  dil'ference  begins  and  ends. 
The  lialf-shy  warmth  of  my  welcome  ;  the 
rather  oppi  ^si^-  -  decorum  of  the  assembly 
as  we  took  our  places  round  the  tea-table, 
were  not  otherwise  than  it  would  have  been 
in  a  British  gunroom  under  similar  condi- 
ti(^ns  :  the  quick  thaw  that  synchronised 
with  the  rjipid  disappearance  of  buttered 
toast  and  jam  was  \outii  asserting  itself 
ovei-   International   Courtesies. 

The  meal  (they   exj)lained  that  they  liad 
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from  us,  and  the  lesson  had  not  been  ill- 
learned)  was  ncaring  its  elose  when  a  sudden 
shout  of  laughter  obliterated  tlie  hum  of 
chaff  and  conversation.  K\ery  eye  turned 
on  a  midshipman  at  tlie  end  of  the  table, 
wiiose  face  was  slowly  turninof  carmine  to 
the  roots  of  his  curly  Jiair.  The  Tresident 
extended  his  closed  list,  thumb  pointing 
downwards.  One  after  another  the  re- 
mainder followed  suit  until  every  member 
sat  thus  witli  the  exception  of  the  blushing 
victim.  He  looked  the  length  of  the  long 
tabic  twice,  gathered  his  cup  and  }ilate 
together,  and  without  further  ado  vanished 
bencatli  the  table  to  the  accompaniment  of 
imbridlcd  mirth. 

If  nothing  else  had  been  needed  to  empha- 
sise the  fact,  1  realised  in  that  moment  that 
I  was  in  a  gunroom  of  the  Eternal  Xavv. 

Tlicrc  was  no  question  of  "  sliowing  off  " 
before  a  stranger -indeed  they  had  forgotten 
my  existence:  it  was  not  even  ragging.  It 
was  just  that  I  had  accidentally  witnessed 
the  workings  of  some  great  Law,  innnutabl. 
and  inexplicable  as  Eate.  in  full  swing  about 
my   uncomjnehending  head. 

The  meal  progressed  as  if  nothing  had 
occurred  to  break  its  serenity.  1  i)leaded  f(;r 
hglit. 


.'1 
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the  President.  "  Sornctliiiip  has  liappriiecl 
to  our  mails.  All  the  rest  of  the  ships  get 
theirs  refrularly  and  onrs  h,'».sn*t  t'etehed  up 
once  since  we've  been  here."* 

''  It's  the  fanlt  of  the  siiip's  name.**  e}Hj)ned 
iii  another  (the  ship  hore  the  name  of  a  frreat 
American  State);  "  d'reetly  the  ha<Ts  reacli 
Li\'erpool,  someone  looks  at  the  labels  an' 
says.  '  Here,  ain't  that  sonu  where  in 
America  ?  '  nn  haek  they  po.  Tliey've 
been  pun'  backwards  an'  forwards  for 
nionths."'  "  With  Fritz  takin"  pot-shots  at 
them  as  they  come  and  go,"  add( d  a  voice, 

Mnflled  lequests  for  reinforcements  of 
bultered  toast  drifted  up  from  miderne;'th  the 
table.  ''  Well?  ■*  1  vpieried,  still  hopelessly 
in  tile  dark,  "  Oh,  well,  you  see.  juiyonc  who 
mentions  the  word  '  mail  *  at  meals  just  has 
to  (piit  an'  go  underneath  tiie  table;  vve*\c 
mad<'  it  a  rule." 

A   British  midshij)man   wlio  draws  a  dirk 
in  the  gunroo!n  stands  a  round  (.f  port  after 
<iinn<M'.     To  each   na\y   its    own   etitpictte 
and   penalties. 

It  was  wh(  n  \\v  had  lit  our  pipes  (the  exile 
had  been  sul'fered  to  return  to  our  midst) 
arui  sj)rawle(l  in  comfort,  elbows  on  table, 
'hat  the  real  innei'  meaning  of  this  great 
Alliance  dawned  fully  upon  me.  T<)g<tlier 
we  refought   .1  at  land  as  i*    has  been  refought 
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in  sc'(n-cs  and  scores  of  gunrooms  amid  tobacco 
smoke  and  tlu-  sliifting  of  spoons  and  matches 
across  a  tahUclolh;  after  that,  it  was  l)ase- 
ball  instead  of  rufjirt.,- ;  Anna|)ohs  instead 
of  nartmoulh  traiiiing  eolhgc  ;  hut  it  all 
amounted  to  a  eonunon  ideal.  \  oiced.  not 
by  politicians  or  diplomats.  l)ut  by  a  nation's 
youth  in  eonunon  speech  with    nws. 

I  visited  the  comj)aet  doublr  cabins -only 
lliey  called  them  staterooms  each  with  its 
intimate  links  with  home  suggested  b\  the 
backs  of  familiar  books  on  a  shelf  and 
photographs  pinned  to  the  heads  of  bunks. 
In  fancy  I  made  ol)(  ance  to  the  smiling 
American  girlhood  that  has  good  cause  to 
be  loud  of  its  knights:  and  so  back  to 
the  gunroom,  where  one  of  thf  gay  company 
had  just  sat  down  to  the  piano. 

\V«-  perched  round  on  the  table  and  the 
backs  of  chairs,  and  sang.  Tiuy  were  the 
latest  patriotic  songs  from  the  I'nitcd  States, 
tuiM'ful.  enu)tional  jingles  wher(l)v  ,  \ery 
nation  going  to  the  wars  shamelessly  striv("s 
to  voice  its  iimer  feelings.  An<l  when  the 
player's  repertoire  was  ended  we  started 
afresh  :  while  the  mor'  nergctic  fox-t rotted 
to  and  fro  across  the  narrow  deck  spae<'. 

Tune  and  words  hav<"  since  csca|)cd  nu' ; 
but  the  r<frain  of  the  last  song  lingers  still 
i)y  reas.-n  of  its  signiticancc  in  these  sombre 
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days.  "  We're  coining  over,  we're  coming 
over  !  "  roared  the  young  voices  ;  and  I  stole 
a  glance  at  the  lean  faces,  at  the  laughing, 
confident  eyes  all  about  mc  — "  and  we  won't 

COME  BACK   TILL  Il's  OVER,  OVER  THERE  !  "' 

I  came  nearer  to  feeling  sorry  for  the  Hun 
than  1  had  since  the  war  started. 
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Dusk  and  a  C\nv  driving  rain  wire  s\v('(])iiig 
up  harbour  tVoin  I  he  sea.  The  shadows  I  hat 
had  j^Mlhcrcd  in  thr  folds  of  I  he  hills  ashore 
swiftly  o\iillow(d  and  settled  down  o\  er  the 
nuiddy  town  and  whaixcs,  <  iiirnllirif,'  the 
slrag«rling  doekyard.  As  night  fell,  lights 
glimmered  li.ie  and  theie  uti  the  hill-side  and 
were  ohiileiated  :  aerctss  i!ie  swift  running 
fhl)  tide  the  nrit;d)le  ehalltr  of  pneunialie 
riveters  drift (ci  in  gusts;  and  in  the  dinc- 
tion  from  which  tlu-  s()uiid  cam.'  a  few  shndod 
arc-lights  shom-  upon  the  half-disetrned  ribs 
of  craft  on  the  lunlding  slips. 
17  2o- 
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Some'Jiin<>-  Ixsidc  the  iii^lit  \.as  coming  in 
from  the  sea  :  a  ship  with  a  heavy  list, 
labouring  in  with  a  tug  on  either  side  of  her 
and  anotlier  fretting  at  t!ie  end  o[  the  tow. 
They  passed,  a  mere  smear  of  uncertain  out- 
lines, through  the  outer  defences,  and  a 
couple  of  long  hlack  shadows  that  were  tile 
cscortin<4;  destro\'ers  wheeled  again  to  sea- 
ward  and  were  blotted  frivui  \iew, 

A  number  of  small  craft  wrvv  a!h)at  in  tiie 
lower  reaches  of  the  harboui'.  A  hospital 
launch,  with  l;he  (Geneva  cross  n  isible  tiirough 
the  dusk  against  her  white  uppeiworks  lay 
rolling  g<i)tly  by  the  berth  towards  wiiieh 
the  tow  was  jjcading.  Another  steam  launi-h 
circled  impatiently  i(,un<l.  and  in  her  stein- 
shects  a  group  of  armed  maiines  stood  \Nalch- 
ing  the  ap|)roachin^  xcssels  abo\ c  the  up- 
lurmd  collars  of  tlieii'  gnatcoats.  'I'he 
straming-Iight  of  the  hos])ital  boat  glimmered 
momentarily   on  the  barrels  of  llu  ir  lillis. 

" 'I'llo  ?  "  said  a  siek-bcith  attendant  in 
the  hospital  boat.  ""  guaid  o'  maiuu  s     eh  V  *' 

The  -iternshrets-man  nodded  towards  the 
approaching  tow-lights.  ''  IMisoners.""  lie 
said  sentent iously,  and  was  silent,  watching 
the  sluvdowy  ship  looming  towards  them  out 
of  the  murk.  Tin  tug  on  the  low  slipped  the 
hawser  with  a  l»lasl  on  hei  syren  and  turned 
siioreward  :     ihe  splash   of  an  anchor  kl   go 
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and  tlic  rattU'  of  cablr  followed.  The  cox- 
swain of  the  hospital  boat,  as  ii"  awaiting  a 
signal,  put  out  his  hancl  toward  the  telt'gia|)h 
and  rang  slow  sjx'cd  ahead.  A  light  a{)p(  ared 
at  the  gangway  of  tiu-  shadowy  ship. 

One  of  thr  tugs  alnugsiilc  had  east  ol'i  and 
was  baeking  astern  into  the  darkness:  as 
she  elearcd  the  ship's  side  a  steam-boat,  with 
her  l)ow  lights  gleaming  through  the  drizzle 
like  red  and  green  jewels,  erossed  the  bows, 
swept  round  in  a  graceful  i-ircle.  and  ran 
alongside.  A  rope  ladder  dropped  from  the 
uj)per  deck  of  the  ship,  and  a  figure  in  oil-skins, 
which  ha<i  been  staiiding  in  the  stern-sh<c  ts 
of   the  steam-boat,  caught  it   as  it    swayed. 

'■  Lay  olf,"  he  said  (intly  to  tiie  coxswain, 
iind   chinl)((l  inbu.ird, 

A  seaman  stood  at  the  gangway  holding 
a  lantern  above  his  head,  and  as  the  new- 
comer stepped  inboaid  am  t  her  liguic  canu 
forward  into  the  light  to  grtct  him.  He 
was  a  loosc-Iimbcd,  youngish  man.  wearing 
the  cap  and  monkt  y  jacket  of  a  commandri'. 
Leather  sea-boots  reached  to  his  kii(<s.  and 
he  ilragged  his  feet  as  he  walked,  as  if  (»p- 
presscd  with  a  gitai  w  :uin(^s.  11<  p(  (  m  d 
at  the  new-couK  !  through  the  drizzle  b.i- an 
instant,  and  tluu  sahitid.  .\  gra\ c  smile 
ilitted  across  his  faee.  lit  for  a  muiuent  bv 
t  he  lanti  !  n  light. 
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"  Con(:rraliilatc  you  !  "  said  tlic  visitor  in 
quick  incisive  tones.  "Are  you  all  right- 
wounded  ?  " 

'•  Xo,  sir.  not  a  scratch.  Ship's  badly 
knocked  about,  but  she'll  float.  Dynamo's 
gone,  and  we'\e  only  got  lanterns,  but  you 
can  see  .  .   .■'     He  nodded  forward. 

Tlie  visitor  came  a  pace  or  two  inboard 
and  stood  lo(>!;ing  about  the  uppcT-deck  in 
silence.  Figures  wvw  mcning  to  and  fro 
wilh  lanterns,  and  the  uncertain  light  flick- 
ered on  splintered  planking  and  upper-woiks 
shattered  and  distorted  by  shell-lire.  The 
air  was  pungent  witli  the  sour  odour  of  wet 
charred  woodwc  rk. 

'"Yes  .  .  ."  said  th<'  new-eonier.  in  a  low 
voice,  as  if  speaking  to  In'mself.  "Yes  .  .  ." 
lie  stared  at  the  riven  funnel  ONcrhead  and 
thence  to  the  rents  in  the  l)uhvarks.  "  Where 
are  your  (h  :id  ?  "' 

"  \ft.  sir."  The  ComMiandcr  Kxl  the  way 
past  pil(->  of  ernniplcd  wieekage,  down  a 
ladder,  iind  across  an  open  space.  A  sentry 
leaning  on  liis  rille  at  a  dooi  \vay  jerked  to 
attention.  "Here  arc  the  dead,  sir,"  said 
the  Corninandcr.  He  stepped  through  the 
door  and  indicated  in  the  iHckering  lantern- 
light  ji  row  of  motionless  figures  resting 
bi'ueath  a  White  J'".iisinn. 

The  other  lialtu    and  slood  in  silent  con- 
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templation  of  the  shrouded  forms  outhned 
dindy  arnonofst  the  sliadows.  His  chin  had 
sunk  on  his  breast,  and  for  a  minute  he  re- 
mained thus,  motiordess.  Then  slowlv  lie 
turned  away. 

"  TJie  men  were  a})soIule]y  splendid,  sir." 
said  the  Commander,  as  he  fed  Ihe  \\av  for- 
ward again.  ••  I  \  dont  kn<jw  how  (u  ex- 
press what  r  fee!  about  them.  This  was  out 
and  away  the  worst  show  we've  had,  and 
they  were"  llie  speaker  broke  oli  and 
seemed  to  swaUow  something  *•  magnili- 
cent."'  Tile  inade(pi;iey  of  the  Knghsii  hm- 
guage  apj).  and  to  emb;i'  ass  him.  Jle  mad( 
a  httle  gesture:  '^  Surgeon  w;is  'ill,  d.  ari' 
I  did  what  1  eould.  but  Tm  al'iaid  1  Inu't 
some  of  them  shockingly.  I'hey  never 
winced.     It's  so  hard  to  lind   words " 

''There  are  no  words,"  said  the  other. 
"  that  meet  the  ease.""  l{e  j)aused  to  meas- 
ure a  shell-hole  in  the  engine-room  easing: 
the  clang  of  melal  on  nieial  and  llu  throb 
of  punips  came  no  IVoi.i  the  silent  depths  of 
Hie  ship.     '•  What  about  yonr  prisomi  s  ?  '" 

''The  captain's  m  m\  harboui-  cabin — 
whaf.s  left  ,,(•  ,1.  |>,,.|!y  sulky  customer. 
The  rest  arc  foi  ward  under  guard.  Thcv'n- 
more  conniMuiicai  i\  (•  ijiau  \hv  last  lot  and 
jolly  glad  to  get  out  ol  sul)marines  for  the 
rest  of  the  war." 
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A  rrnst  of  laiifrhtcT  flontcd  aft  from  the 
forecastle  and  the  sound  of  men's  voices  sing- 
innr.  A  door  opened  somewhere,  and  the  words 
of  tiie  song  came  plain  throiinrh  the  night: 

•■  W/'>n  you  comr  to  thr  md  of  a  prrf,rt  (hiq''^ 

The  Commander  smiled  as  a  father  smiles 
on  the  threshold  of  his  children's  nnrscry. 
"  That's  the  wounded,  sir.  First  lieutenant's 
g(jt  the  rest  forward,  woiking  cables."  A 
ligurc  came  towards  them  out  of  the 
darkness  with  bandages  glimmering  white 
about  his  head.  Me  was  humming  the  re- 
frain of  the  forecastle  song,  and  l)rokc  off 
ai)ruptly  as  he  rtx'ognised  the  two  figures  by 
the  casing. 

■'The  hospital  boat  is  coming  alongside 
now,"  said  the  stranger.  ''  I'd  like  to  spt  ak 
to  the  wounded  before  they  Icax c  the  ship."' 

■'Aye.  aye.  sir."  The  other  h d  the  way 
forward,  and  as  they  stepjxd  into  the  dimly- 
lighted  forecastle  the  singing  wavered  and 
died  away  to  a  sudden,  silence.  The  narrow 
space  wa  ;  j)artly  blocked  by  hanunocks  slung 
from  the  beams  o\erhcad.  and  illumined  by 
a  few  swinging  lanterns  and  candles  gutli  ring 
on  the  broken  m(\ss  tables.  l'',vid(  nees  of 
the  ordeal  the  siiip  had  undergone  were 
appart  ril  on  all  sieles  in  Ithu  kened  paint  work 
anel  ragged  shell-holes  in  the'  eh  e-k  .anei  ship's 
siele.      AleMi   sat    about    smokiujr   and    imrsincr 
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bandaged  linihc;.  or  lay  motioiikss  witii  their 
eyes  full  of  sul'fc  ring  turned  towards  the  new- 
corners  ;  a  few  rose  unsteadily  to  their  feet. 
and  the  stranger  motiorud  tlieni  with  a 
gesture  to  sit  down  again. 

"  If  l-lngland  knew."'  he  said,  in  his  dcai'. 
deliberate  tones,  '•  England  could  I (11  you 
men  what  she  thinks  of  you.  Tn fortunately. 
I  am  tlu-  only  pc^-son  at  prcsciU  that  knows  "' 

he  paused  and  surveyed  thcin  in  the  un- 
certain light,  whieh,  nevertheless,  served  to 
illumijie  the-  consciousness  of  victory  in  each 
dr.iwnface.  ''And  I'm  })r<.ud  of  you.""  Tluy 
eheer(>d  the  spare,  upright  figure  as  he  stood 
amid  the  wi-eckage  and  pools  of  watei-  as  only 
men  can  cheer  who  ha\ c  fcmght  a  good  jighi 
to  a  el(>an  linish  :  as  the  last  gust  died  away 
feet  shullled  on  the  iron  jilating  behind  the 
speaker,  and  the  stretclu  i-bearos  .iittred. 
From  farther  aft  along  the  uppt  r  deck  came 
a  hoarse  word  of  connnand.  and  the  clatter 
of  steel  as  the  miseen  prisoneis"  (  scdi  t  lixed 
bayonets.  The  xisitoi'  turn(d  in  the  Com- 
mander and  walked  slowly  aft. 

"Now,""  he  said.  *'  I'll  li;i\(    your  rqioit."" 


t      1 


Half  an  hour  later  the  \isitor  departed. 
At  the  gangway  he  jjaused.  '•  Til  se!id  my 
barge  l)ack  for  you,""  he  said  "  ^dn■l!  want 
to  t'et   asju>!'<'        !    »;.•>!l^    i i^   !=  !!    •.■..-.::•    -.s  -ir 
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were  cominff  in."     He  smiled  Iiis  dour  snnh. 

When  did  you  get  your  last  sleep  ?  " 

The  younn^cr  man  thoucrlit  -ravelv  for  a 

moment.     "  I  don't  remember,  sir.     Whafw 

;  ,,    •        •    •    •     I  "uisoay  .''  lie     smded. 

-Monday,   sir.  T  t!)ink  it  was.  .   .  .  Tlianks 

awfully    for    the    haigc.    sir.     I'll   gn   ashore 

Avhen    I've    seen   the   ship    all   right    for   the 

night. 


II 

Tlu^  tiny  eoltago  parlour  was  Hooded  with 
sunshine:      tiirough    the    op,,n    window    the 
throaiy   buhhljng   song   of  a   thrush    poured 
li-c  a  eavcade  f,o)ii  among  the  blossoms  ef 
au   appk>-( ;•(.,.   1 !,,.,(    oame   near  to  thrustin.r 
inquis,(,vc.    h.w(  r    lnaneh(s    into    the    rooim 
Uic  Commander  sat  at   the    breakfast-table 
chipping  the-  top  oUan  v..:    opposite  him 
stood   a  gu-l.    her   brows  knitted  in   the   prc- 
oeeupation    of    eoilee-making.     At    his    left 
liand.  pcreiied  in  a  high  ehair,  s.nt  a  smaller 
(dition  of  himself  with  a  bib  uncKr  his  ehin 
watching   the  decapitation   of  the   c  mr  ^vith 
inlent  solemnity.  ^^ 

"  What  did  ti„.  White  Queen  say  ?  -  ^^ked 
the  Commander. 

"Off     wiv     iiis     *ead."     came     the    reply 
promptly,  in  rieh  tones  of  .■,Mj,V.;,.of;^„     ^ 
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"'Head,"  darlinrr.''  protested  the  coffee- 
maker  without  raisino-  h-r  eyes  from  hev 
task. 

"Never  mind,  John  Wilh'e."'  said  his 
father.  "  Lefs  cut  the  cackle  and  irct  to 
the  'osses."  He  extciided  th(  top  of  the 
brown  ci?fT  to  his  son  and  heir,  who  ^rravel\- 
acccpted  it,  and  delved  into  its  white  and 
gold  witli  an  unwieldy  eerg-spoon. 

•'  Well  :  '■   said  his 'father. 

"  ]\ank  you."  said  John  Willie  absent- 
mindedly,  lie  linished  the  eir^r's  head  and 
passed  on  tr.  the  moi'e  serious  business  of 
porridge  in  a  LIuc-and-wliit'  bowl.  ■'  Can 
I  go  to  sec  daddy's  ship  'saioining  V  "  he 
(queried  presently.  A  tiny  shadow  passed 
across  his  mother's  eyes  and  was  gone  again. 
For  nearly  a  week  she-  had  been  able  to 
forget  that  ship. 

She  looked  at  h.  r  lirst-born  across  the 
table  and  smiled.  "  \\  hat  d'you  want  to 
sec  V  "  sh(   as'ed. 

"lilug."  said  John  >Villie  r-almly. 

His    fathci     raised    h.i.s    evt brows. 


ilow    d'vou    know 


''  Tlu 
there's 


deuce    you    do 
bloo.l  Ih,  re?  " 

"  (  ook  told  Nannie/'  said  the  child.  "  She 
said  vc  scuppers  must  have  been  full  wiv  it. 
What's  scuppers  V  "' 

'■'- Eat  your  porridge.  "  retorted  his  fsither. 
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"Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  little  boy 
who  played  witli  liis  breakfast-   -  '' 

'■  I'll  sjxak  to  cook,''  said  the  mother  in 
a  low  voice. 

"  Air  cook   said         '' 

""  Never  tnind  what  eo(»k  said.  .Tnst  you 
hsten  to  my  story.  The  little  boy's  nnmimic 
took  him  to  see  the  White  Queen  know 
what  she  said  ?  "' 

'M)tt'   wiv       -   " 

A  shadow  darkt  ned  the  simlight  and  the 
head  and  shouldeis  of  the  post-girl  passed 
the  open  window. 

■•  Hi  !  Here  you  are,  Janet  !  *'  shouted 
the  Commander.  lie  leaned  back  in  his 
chair,  thrusting  a  long  arm  out  of  the  window, 
and  took  the  orange-hued  envelope  from  the 
girl's  hand.  Slowly  and  deliberately  he 
selected  a  knife-  and  slit  the  envelope;  there 
was  silence  in  the  litth'  room,  and  the  clock 
on  the  mantelpiece  punctuated  it  with  even, 
unhurried  ticks.  "  No  answer,''  lie  called 
over  liis  shoulder,  refolded  llie  message  and 
put  it  in  his  pocket;  then  he  held  out  his 
cup  to  be  rei)leiiislieii. 

His  wife  Idled  the  cuj)  and  looked  at  him 
across  the  llowers  and  china.  Jiut  her  hus- 
band had  slipped  into  one  of  his  musing 
silences  and  sat  with  knitted  brows,  druni- 
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know  only  too  well  those  imperturbable  ab- 
stractions, and  the  futility  of  asking  ques- 
tions. She  was  one  of  tiiose  women  wlio  have 
learned  to  wait  as  men  rarely  learn  any  lesson. 

The  meal  finished  and  the  Conmiander 
rose,  fdlinfT  a  pii)e.  "  Lemme  strike  your 
match.*'  said  his  son. 

"  He'll  burn  his  finfrers/'  said  his  motiur. 

"Yes,"  said  the  man.  •■  Thafs  the  only 
way  he'll  ever  learn  to  respect  matches.'' 
lie  held  out  the  l)ox  :  the  match  was  dulv 
struck  and  the  pij)e  lit  without  catastrophe. 
When  the  j)ipe  was  drawing  properly  he 
turned  and  watched  his  wife's  prolile  as  she 
moNcd  about  the  homely  disorder  of  the 
breakfast-table.  His  eyes  were  full  of  a 
great  tendermss. 

"  Like  to  run  up  to  town  to-niorrow  ?  "' 
he  said  casually. 

She  turned  swiftly.  •'  London  !  "  she  ex- 
claimed. ''Oh.  l>dl  !  Kather  extravagant, 
isn't  it?  " 

"  Um.  .  .  .  Xo.  I  don't  think  so.  I've 
got  to  go  on  duty.  You'd  better  come  too. 
It's  only  for  the  day.  We  might  lunch  some- 
where where  there's  a  band  .  .  .  buv  a  hat, 
p'r'aps.  .  .  .'' 

'•  Mc  too!  "  said  .John  ^ViIhe. 

"Once  upon  a  time,''  said  his  father.  "1 
\\  aS   in    a    >iiij»    uiKit.-    iiieit.     was   a    man    who 


!^1 


1  ;1 


.M 


^!l 


•J  68 


^nSTERY 


I  i 


M 


said  '  AFc  too  '  every  time   any  one  ordered 
a  drink."' 

'•  Was  he  a  lirsly  man  ?  " 

"  Very.  Tlure  were  t\V(>nty-tliree  people 
in  the  mess,  eonsecpienlly  he  (h'ank  twenty- 
three  tinus  morr  than  he  oiiglit  to." 

"■  rrn    wiiat   ha|)p(ncd  V  " 

''He  was  .litaekcd  hy  pink  rats  and  blue 
sj)iders  and  pirhald  snakes." 
Did  vi'v  i)ilc  him  V  "' 

Somclhino  IVfoliiruk     He  never  said  '  3Ic 
too  "  aoain." 

The  <>:irl  turned  from  coritempk-'tion  of  the 
simht  jr;ir(h-n,  the  tip  of  her  slim  forchnutr 
Ix'twccn  her  Ic.  th  as  was  her  luii)it  when 
deep  in  thouufht. 

''  liili:  Don"!  hr  awfid.  ...  Do  you 
tln'nk  that  grey  (hcss  h)()ks  iije(  c  nough  .  .  .  ? 
We  necdn"}   ita  an\  wiicre  nalli/  smart,  need 

'I'hr  man  put  liis  pipe  .Idwn  un  iju-  mantel 
piece.  .111(1  eio^siiii^'  [\\v  JiKic  room  look  her 
face  kclw.fii  his  hard  h.inds.  Three  times 
he  kissed  iicr  :  ok-c  on  (|h'  roiehejuk  once  on 
th''  mouth,  and  onec  on  I  ht  tip  of  her  nr.  :  .  v 
nose.  '•  Viiythiiio's  ^r,,,,,!  rnou|r|i."  he  said, 
and  his  \-oic..  \il.i;ilt(|  on  a  n,.te  site  rarely 
heard.  Tiu  n  al)ini>tiy  lie  reK  ased  lier  mui 
turn((l  to  his  son. 

"  Now  I  li.  n.  .Sohn  Willie.  <'ome  on  outside  ! 
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I'm  goin^fT  to  bowl  to  yon,  and  if  you  don't 
keep  a  straight  bat  you  shall  never  come  on 
board  daddy's  ship  again."' 


Ill 

The  taxi  jolted  up  the  cobbled  gradient 
that  led  out  of  IJie  gloom  of  the  great  ter- 
minus, and  slipped  into  the  traffic  that 
flowed  cast  and  west  along  the  sunlit 
thoroughfare. 

''  Oh,  look  at  it  all."  said  the  i.  onunander's 
wife.  '' Wliat  fun.  what  fun!  '»Vhy  does- 
evt-rybody  look  as  if  they  were  having  a 
holiday  too?  Look  at  the  rosettes  on  the 
horses'  l)linkers  .  .  .  a)ul  the  IIowts  -  Bill, 
look  at  the  flowers  .  .  ."  she  si<Thid  lux- 
uriously.  ''  Oh.  how  nice  all  ilusr  eomuion- 
placc  tilings  are!"  Ibr  hand  stole  inside 
her  husband's,  "(an  tluy  see  us.  d'x  ou 
think   .   .   .  ?  " 

'''i'luy  n.  V(r  us,  d  lu."  n-plicd  (lie  man. 
Me  waleh'd  her  aniniiilcd  sniili'.ig  f;iec  as  she 
glanced  dt  hghtolly  abont  Iut  nt  the  familiar 
shops  and  women's  frocks  and  nil  (he  gay 
ti(K  of  Lv)n(i()n  setting  t<  and  fro.  llei  e}es 
soflcned. 

"  ll's  like  old  fini(  .,  isn't  it  '.'  "  sh«  said. 
*' 'i'hf  [)air  of  us  philandcnng  in  a  taxi.  .  .  . 

And  the  tuppeiuMS  ticking  up \ie  wc 

really  going  to  bnv  a  hal  ',  " 
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"  Not  yet."  Tle^^lanced  athiswiist  waU'li. 
"  \o  linu"  n(i\v.   Wc  j^rot   an  aj)[)(>intni('nt   at 

Slic  ^a\<'  his  liand  a  little  sijucc/.e.  '"  ']',  11 
nie  wIk'It  wv'vv  jrolnt^.*' 

•■  I   told  you.     My  oiitlittiM." 

■  I  k'low  :  l)ut  after  that?" 

■■Then  I've  <^(>t  to  to  pay  a  call,  ^'ovi'll 
have    to    wait.     Then      -    " 

"  Who  are  you  going  to  call  on  ?  " 

''  A    man."" 

"  Any  ou''  1   kr.ow  ■.''  " 

''Well'"  her  husband  threw  hack  his 
head  and  chuckled  delightedly-  "  not  to 
sjM  ak   to." 

She  shook  him  by  the  sleeve,  '"  Don't  he 
silly  and  mysterious.     Is  he  a  naval  ollicer  '.''  '' 

"  l\v.  yes." 

"  At   the  Admiralty  ".''  " 

"Down  in  that  direction.''  The  cab 
slowed  and  pulled  uj).  '■  Wait.'"  he  s.iid. 
and  jiun ping  out  \  anisln d  l)et  W(  (  ii  the  swing- 
ing glass  doors  ol'  the  oiiirilir.  A  c(»uple 
of  minutis  lalir  he  r<t\M'n((l,  carrying  a 
sword  and  Ixlt.  resplendent  in  gilt  and 
tassle.  lie  slopped  (Ml  the  ktib.  ga\  e  a 
tow-\oic((l  (liriction  to  tin  dii\(r.  an<'  I'c- 
suined   his  s  ai    Ik  side  Ik  r. 

"You  ha\(rrt  bitught  another  sword!" 
s!i(    gaspefl.      •■  \'()u"\('   got    one   alr<  ,\dy. 
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''  Olo-piecec — too  shabby.  I've  only  l)or- 
vowod  this  for  the  fort-noon.  You  liave  to 
wear  a  sword  to  })ay  ccrtaiji  chily  calls." 

Ik"'"  i<^noranc('  of  Scrxifc  matters  was  j)ro- 
found.  and  he  had  ahva;,  s  Otcu  content  that 
it  should  \)v  so.  She  gavr  a  little  s\g\\.  like 
a  child  abandoning  a  pu/./le.  Tiie  ear  turned 
into  the  Mall,  and  the  (  oinniander  ieanetl 
back  "i  is  scat  adjusting)'  the  belt  about  his 
lean  middle  The  ^iil  ^laiiecd  oxer  her 
Slioulder. 

"  Why.  siir  exelaimrd,  "  lies  j^oin^  a\say 
from  th<'  Admiralty  I  'I'ell  him,  Hill,  he's 
goinj;  wi"(ni^ 

"  \o.  ih' isiTi."*  said  tin  inaii.  iie  glanced 
aoain  a!  iiis  watch.  "  l*am."'  he  said,  and 
foi-  the  St  I'ond  time  in  Ik  r  lilV  she  thought 
she  detected  a  nott  ol'  nervousness  ii\  his 
voic'-  '"  I'am.  youll  lia\c  to  sit  in  the  taxi 
and  wait.  1  shall  only  bi-  abo.it  twenty 
ininutes 

""Twenty  minutes  I'"  she  echoed  in  dis- 
may, and  olane.  (I  at  th.e  ta.\innt(r.  "Hut 
can't     I  ?  "     Thin    the    ttnlh    snddeid\ 

(hiwntd  upon  h'  I".  The  bioad  laeade  ot 
Huekin^ham  j'alaec  h'om((l  up  before  th<ni 
and  t  he  ear  slowc  d. 

"  Oh  1  "  she  i^Msptd.  ""  ^  t)u  ////;,'///  have 
told  nu  .  .  .  .  \n(l  one  of  s<>ur  cutis  is 
fray    1.   .   .   .   Thai  |»oliei man  is  salulm/^  \  ou. 
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Hill !     Oh.  n\\  clear,  my  dear.  I  think  I  want 

to  cry.  •  .  . 

''  You  niustn't  cry  here,"  ^aid  her  husband 
licrccly.  I'hey  liud  passed  into  I  he  vast 
courtyard  and  hnd  a  <,dim]-)se  of  searlct- 
eoatcd  footmen  behind  llu'  glass  panels  of 
a  door.  The  Commander's  wife  gulptxi. 
••  No."  siic  said,  ''  of  course  not.  But  I  wish 
I  could  come  with  you."  lie  gave  her  hand 
a  quick  scpieeze  and  jumped  out  ;  as  he 
turned  l<>  eh)sr  Uu   door  th(  ir  I'yes  met. 

•••  Wait.'"  he  s.iid  and  passed  from  her  ken. 

Outside  the  railings,  drawn  uj)  in  an  in- 
conspicuous spot  ))y  tile  curb,  oblivious  to 
the  inexorable  ticking  of  the  tuppences,  she 
waited.  Nearly  half  an  hour  had  elapsed 
before  she  saw  him  coming  towards  her, 
walking  very  (pnekly,  hokling  his  head  high, 
rather  pale-  mider  his  sunbmii.  lb  gave  the 
driver  directn)ns  and  jmujied  in  beside  her. 
She  took  a  dnp  l)reat  h. 

"Oh,  my  dear     xJial  ? '' 

Her  husband  made  no  renlx'.  but  laid  a 
little  morocco  hathrr  case  on  her  trembling 
knees,  l-'or  a  moment  sjif  futnl)led  at  it 
blindlv,  her  lit  ad  Wi  nl  h>w.  Then  she  turned 
to  him,  smiling  I  rtiuulously  through  a  nust  of 
U-ars,  th«'  lit')"-  l>ioi./,c  Syml^ol  lying  in  the 
p:ilm  of  her  hand. 

•'MvMan!"'   slic  whlspi  t  id.  "  .My  .1/nn.' " 
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CIIAPTKR    XIII 
lilE    SPIRIT    OF    THE    FLEET 

"  Tlinnitcli  till  tlio  riKMiotony  of  it-,  uiumuIiiil;  \  iLril,  tlio 
Spirit  of  th«^   P'lrot  r<Miuviii'<  iiiiclmtigcd."— DdiVi/  Pap»r. 

A    FLOTILLA   of    ITli  tU'-S\V('cpill(r  sloops    ontcT((l 

harhour  with  the  last  of  the  h^ht  and 
secured  to  their  buoys;  thev  were  vvearv 
sea-battered  little  ships,  and  for  a  while 
they  remained  as  silent  as  a  stable-full  of 
costernion^ers'  (lonkeys  at  the  close  of  a 
hard  day's  work.  The  <  bb  tid(>  stren^rlhened 
(vud  tluy  swung  to  their  moorings  in  an 
invisible  ''  ri|)  "  that  swept  round  a  curve  of 
the  adjoining  ishmd.  One  by  one  the  cables 
tautened  and   the  line  ■    taightened. 

"That's  belter,"  said  one.  "Now  wc 
can  talk  comfortably."' 

"  Talk  !  "    echoed  her  n(  ight)our.     ''  Who 

wants  to  talk  V      i    want    to  rest.      Did  you 

SVC  that  signal  just  n(.w  from  the  S.O.M.S.V" 

(Senior  Ollieer  of  AIine-swe(  pers).     "  Wc  slip 
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at  aawii.  my  hearties,  to  go  over  tb.e  ground 
again  the  same  old  ground  in  thi'  (hiwn— 
ugh  I"*  Her  tone  was  jerky  and  irritable. 
"I  hate  tlie  dawn." 

"  HuUo,  liidk) !  "  observed  a  Subdivisional 
Leader.     "  Nerves  a  bit     eh  ?  " 

"  Nerves  be  sugared  !  That  affair  this 
mor.aug  was  nothing.  No.  I  don't  care 
about  the  ihiwn,  that's  nU.  Diving  seafowl 
break  the  surlae.-  just  under  my  l)ows  and 
give  one  a  tmn  in  a  l)ad  hglil." 

Tlic  slooj)   that    (hihi't   want  to  talk    had 

lio\  r  a  Ccrman   mine  up  in   her  sweep  that 

morning,   and  brought  it  under  her  eonntcr 

bt'fort>    anyon(>    notieed    it    was    there.     She 

lay  rolling  in  ihe  swell  with  the  h.orns  missing 

inipaet  bv  inches;    to  veer  the  wire  wouki 

have   probably    caused   the   detonation,    and 

the    lieutenant     in     command     ordered      his 

ship's    company    to    abandon    sluj),    dawled 

over  llie  slcrt.  witli  a  que<r  grim  smile  on  his 

face  and  rcimtvcd  tiie  pi'imii  with  a  spann.-r. 

!t  was  an  (  uliirl>    unjileasant  (]uar!er  of  an 

hour,   and  he  was  at   that  moment  giving  a 

lurid  su:nmar\    of  his  si'usations  at   the  time 

to  an  asst  luhiy   of  three  brother  cai)tains  in 

the  tiny  wardroom  of  the  next  ship. 

"  \\  lull  I  was  ,v'>  '.ing  on  the  east  coast 
bigan  another  sloop. 

Ah!"    inteirnpt((i   the  end  ship  of  the 
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line,  "  tliat  was  clearing  tiie  trade  routes, 
I  suppose  ?  Of  course  rce  clear  the  fleet 
routes  -the  path  of  the  battle  squadrons!  " 
The  east  coast  sweeper  was  a  new  arrival. 

"  Very  useful,  no  doubt.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  fed  England.  If  the  trade  routes 
had  got  foul.  iMigland  woidd  have  star\ed. 
They've  trained  trawlers  to  do  the  work  now, 
but  when  1  was  on  that  job- " 

"  East  coast  ?  "  ehij)ped  in  another  recent 
addition  to  the  flotilla.  "  Is  there  a  war 
there  too  ?     I  come  from  the  C"lyd<  .  myself." 

The  Tyne-built  sloop  snorted.  ''  Eve  seen 
our  East  Coast  Striking  Force  go  out  past 
us  while  we  wer«*  at  work  and  be  back  again 
with  nounded  and  prisoners  witiiin  half  a 
dozen  hours  of  leaving  haibour.  War,  in- 
di'ed  I      It's  on  our  doorstep." 

"  Thai's  because  you  haven't  got  a  Heel 
to  kccj)  il  away  from  your  doorsUp.  Our 
fighting  ships  have  to  steam  south  for  a  day 
and  a  Tiight  to  lind  an  enemy,  whih  we  sweep 
and  wait  and  s-..v'(j)  again  against  their 
homc-eoiniiig."  The  sjicakci-  gl.-iiiecd  al  h»  r 
nei<rlil>oiir  tlnoui'li  a  iust-str(  akcd  hawse- 
pij)e.  ■■  "Meinbir  .lulland  ?  liow  lluy  came 
back   flial   cMning  all  battle-stained-  -     ?" 

"  .\nd  didn't   forget    to  give  us  a  eh( » r  jis 
thev     passed  I  "     The    •   nop      •huekhd.      ''  I 
jiad  an  artist  fellow  on  l>oaid  the  other  dav. 
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He  came  out  to  paint  the  headlands  and  the 
fleet  coming  back  from  a  sweep  south.  He 
was  very  sick." 

The  moon   swam  into  a  windy   sky  from 
behind  the  bhie-blaek  hills  encircling  them. 
The  vast   anchored   lleet    tliat  had  dropped 
into  obscurity   at   nightfall  became  distinct 
against  the  shimmer  of  the  water.     The  wind 
was  full  of  tiie  voices  of  sliips  talking  among 
themselves,   and   fragrant  with   salt  heather 
smells    from    hundreds     of     spray-drenched 
islands.     You  could  detect   ihe  deep  gruni- 
bhng  tones  of  ihv  Ijattleships  in  the  air,  as 
the  Komans  might  have  heard  the  +*'ll^'  f^hat 
floated  into   the   night   from    the  gladiators' 
barracks.     It  mingled  witJi  the  gossip  of  the 
light  cruisers,  whose  conversation  was  largely 
ttx^imical,  as  they  '.  v  floating  at  their  moor- 
ings   with    steam    raised  :      nervous,     high 
spirited,    mettlesome   things,    S)K»iling    for    a 
fight.     Their    talk    concerned    eaeli    other's 
boiler  lubes,  turning  circles,  thrust  bearings, 
and  gyro  comi)asses  :    ratlur  dull  to  tlie  lay- 
man,   but    interesting    to    the    destr.  vers   in 
the  llotilla  anchorage,  who  were  their  cousins. 
One  of  the  TB.D.  tlotillas  was  unmooring, 
and  through  .\  waterway  between  the  inlands 
their   lights    winked    and    llickerid    as    th«y 
swore  and  fun.ed  at  each  oth(T.  manauvring 
in  che  narrow  waters. 
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The  Uotilla  loader  slipped  out  into  the 
broader  expanse  of  the  l-ay  and  slowed  down. 
"  Now  then,''  she  called,  ''  who  are  we  hang- 
ing on  to  the  slack  f-  tr  r  Z.IO  yon  again  ?  " 
"No,"  said  li)  in  tones  ol  Icnse  exasjxia- 
tion.  "  not  this  time.  .  .  .  Ihil  if  73  tries  to 
cut  in  under  my  stern  again  as  she  did  just 
now,  she'll  get  a  kick  in  the  ri])S  one  of  these 

days "  her  syren  hooted  angrily.     '' Gang- 

ivay  !     That  damned  drifter!  " 

Destroyers  are  as  short-tempered  as 
athletes  ])ef()re  a  ''  Sports,"'  They  are 
always  at  sliort  notice,  and  always  trained 
to  a  hair,  which,  as  e\  cry  seho()ll)oy  knows, 
is  a  very  touchy  state.  "  Dor/l  forget."' 
said  the  leader,  "'  mil  11  sunrise  the  challenge 
and  rei)iy  is  '  St.  (Uorge  !  *  ami  '  1  Jigland  1  '  "' 
She  rang  dovvu  for  lialf  spetd,  and  one  hy 
one  the  long,  shm  foritis  slipj."{l  out  after 
iier  and  picked  up  station  in  the  darkness 
with  the  ease  and  sureness  that  l)elied  all 
their  ahnsc  of  eacli  otlur. 

The  i)atient  miue-sweepers  rocked  in  the 
swell  as  the  line  went  1)\.  They  were 
nuxiest.  hard-working  little  ships  \\\io  did 
their  johs  without  talking  al.u\it  lh((>ri(s 
and  the  complications  of  their  interiors. 
Sullicienl  unl<>  <aeh  da\  w.is  the  laboui 
and  calamh>  liiircif,  'silliout  burdening 
the  night  witli  conjecUue  afjout  the  morrow. 
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"  Hope  you  old  plumbers  did  your  job  all 
right  this  ufternoon  !  "  shouted  a  destroyer 
as  they  passed.  '  My  word,  we're  a  trusting 
lot  of  innocents  !  " 

The  slooi)s  nodded  and  dipj)ed,  rather 
pleased  in  liieir  humble  way  at  being  taken 
notice  of.  "  You're  all '  right !  "  they 
chorused  back. 

The  destroyers  were  slipping  into  their 
stride  and  tluir  tempers  were  sweetening 
like  a  long-distance  runner  as  he  gets  his 
second  wind.  "  Wiio's  all  right  ?  "  hailed 
tiie  last  boat  in  the  line. 

"  We're  all  all  right !  "  roared  the  ilotilla. 
Tiiey  were  nearing  the  light  cruiser  lines, 
and  tlie  light  cniiscrs,  swung  to  a  turn  of 
the  tide,  all  lool.cd  the  other  \Nay. 

"Come  on.  all  you  iire-eat'rs ! ''  ealUd 
the  Ilotilla  leader.  "  ain't  you  coming  on  the 
trail  with  us  lo-nighl?  We're  the  Y.M.C'./i. 
o.T  for  a  jaunt  :  (piite  respeclable,  my  dear 
fellars,"  sm-c  you.  .  .  .  "^'ou  know  all  abjuL 
om-respc  etability,  don't  you     'smarvellous!  *' 

■'  Won't  nio? her  let  you  come  ?  "  sniggered 
a  qr.ivering.  j)al))itating  black  shadow  as  it 
slipprd  past,  and  then  broke  into  ribald  song  : 

•'  111  !    i''or  thr  ci'i"-!  ui  !i  1)11  iikiiiu'  Mil  ! 
llo  !     I'\'i-  th"  (i(M'[)  s(>ii  pill  ! 
Staucliioir-  (l<Avn  and  tulx's  triii;'<l  free — 
Ain't  you  cniiuir  aloii;;  wi'  \vi-, 
Or  il  \oii  louiw  oi  a  iMLtcr  'olu  'r  " 
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Irritating  doggerc 


1  to  anyone  wliosc  orcUis 
ar«--  to  rtinain  at  their  moorings  at  three 
hours'  notice.  The  singer  broke  olT  and  the y 
all  started  halloing  : 

'•nil  Ciate,  there!  Gate!  The  sinril  be 
sco.-hing  our  eyes  out  before  we're  ilirough  !  '' 

The  roar  of  their  fans  died  a\\;i>-  down 
wind  and  th^-  llotilhi  passed  through  the 
distant  gates  and  was  swallowed  by  ilie  ntisty 
nioiMilight  of  the  outer  sea. 

The  booin-niavking  trawlers,  the  humblest 
of  all  units  of  i  lis  Majesty's  Fleel.  reeled  and 
sta-T(rered  and  nodded  to  caeli  other  after  they 
had  passed. 

■•  Von  destroyers,'"  said  one,  "  they're 
gey  witless  bodies.  A'm   thinkin'."' 

"Aye,''  said  a  eompanion  dourly.  "  ;.ye. 
juist  that."" 

They  sttth-d  down  again  to  silence  and 
the  lu-art-breaking  monotony  of  their  toil. 
A  quarter  of  an  iiour  elapsed  before  th.e 
silence  of  the  boom  line  was  broken  aj^ain  ; 
tlien  the  youngest  of  tlie  trawlers  spoke  : 

"  Eh!  ""  he  said,  and  sighed  to  the  belly- 
ijig  lloats,  ''  A'd  like  fine  to  be  a  destvoy(  r."' 

Then  sdence  again. 

The  light  cruisers  in  the  meanwiiih'  were 
fuming  among  themselves  :  even  members 
of  lh("sa'ne  family  do  not  relish  gratuitous 
insult.      '•  Futmv    little    fellows!"     said    one 
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bitterly.  "  Ihit  Mu-vc- !  What  can  you 
expect  from  a  <lc;-.. rover  :  neither  tish,  llesh, 
fowl,  nor  good  red  herring.  1  tool:  a  eonple 
out  hist  month  Coi'  a  l)h»\v  through  :  had  to 
send  the  poor  httic  things  hai-k  l)teanse  it 
was  too  rough  for  I  hem.'' 

'"  Poor  httle  things  !  "  said  another  f  cidly. 
"Their  i)lating  is  lliin.  isn't  it  ';'  ,  .  .  Well,  as 
I  was  saying  when  all  I  his  vulgar  interrup- 
tion happened,  my  ('lii( T  rigged  a  Weston's 
|)in'ehase  and  lilted  oil  (he  toj)  of  my  L.V. 
cylinder  .  .  ."  and  they  phmg( d  into  their 
})rivate  ajlairs  again. 

The  desli'oyirs  I'etiiaining  in  the  T.li.j). 
anchorage  felt  that  somehow  the  last  word 
remained   with  the  light    lanisers. 

'■'". Always   talkiti'   (thsletrics   .    .    ,"'   lloat(d 
across    till'    heax  ('     and    uneasy    motion    of 
the  mttonlil    harbour   from   the  lloldia  trot. 
"•'  1  know.      !  )isgustin'  .  .  ." 
Viler  which.  con\  evsal  ion  antong  I  Ik   light 
cruis(  is  p(  rc(  ptibly  <l\\in<ll((l. 

l''rom  out  of  t  he  wind-swipt  spacts  of  the 
North  Sea  as  ihe  night  wore  on  came  a 
muriii.  I'  of  \ oices  :  it  grew  nean  r  and  deep- 
ened ;    •'  !!(».   [luvvl    (.ale.  gate!  " 

Position  lights  winked  .'ucongsl  ihe  assem- 
bled ll(  et  as  a  s(]nadi<»n  ol  battle  cruiseis 
looMied  Up,  black  as  doom,  in  the  etilranee 
of  the  bay.      One   by   o?ic  in   line   alii  ad    tluy 
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passed    to    tiuir    aiiclioraoc   and    ])ifked    up 
their  berllis  with  a  thiuideiinis  roar  of  cables. 

''Clear  hawse!"'  eri(d  tlie  l)al11e  squad- 
rons from  Iheir  orderly  lines,  'i'his  is  the 
greeting  front  ships  at  anehor  to  those-  liiat 
enter  harl)Our. 

"Clear  haw.s(  I <> yon,"' said  the  ncw-eoniers. 
Tluy  wi-rr  on  a  \  isit  fiorn  a  nunv  southerly 
hasc  and  Ihcrt"  Avas  a  -^nini  d'ii\  of  erre- 
nionious  rxehanj^c  of  eonij)linienl.^  la  t ween 
them  anil  the  haltleships.  ''Jiope  >()u"ll 
(ind  the  i)ilK  is  to  \  <  nr  likin*!;."  said  the 
latter,  ""  pi-  rily  of  swinfrin*;  ritoni  and  so  on. 
Oilers  will  la-  alon'^sidc  at  daxbrtak.  bni  in 
the  meanwhile  if  there  is  anything  you  d 
like  .  .  .  ?  " 

The  visitors  said  tluy  wantid  nothing, 
and  were  most  et»mfortable.  As  if  to  show 
how  at  ho. lie  they  W(  i<'.  they  all  swung 
in  ditlereiit  direetions  and  sprawled  theii' 
'J5,()(K)  ton  bulks  alaoad  on  tiu  dark  faee  t>f 
the  watiis. 

"Waal,  boys!""  diawkd  a  \  oiee  I'loni 
the  Anieriean  battle  sipiadron.  "'Wiiul's 
the  noos  from  down  \(»iir  N\a\  Y  " 


"  llulh).  old  Hick  !  ■■    exclaim,  d  IIk    battU 

^(  m- 

eriiiser  llagship.     "  Hope  \t»u  le  keeping  gay 

isers 

up  here  '!  "' 

•inee 

The    American    chuc!xle<l     and     the    lant'li 

tluy 

ran    round    the    laltiee-masli  d    ships.      "Wc 
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surely    are,"     was    the    re})ly.     "Say.     you 
missed    a   Jon;)Us    stunt    last    week  "    ho 

lowered  iiis  voiee.  for  the  lleet  llagshij)  lias 
long  ears.  "  Fleet  exercises,  an'  we  eainc 
back  in  the  durndest  i'og  ever.  Tunibkd 
slap  on  lop  of  a  F-boat  cruiser:  rruess  he 
crot  sucked  to  the  surface  in  the  wash  of  our 
/;y(;-pellors  :  we  were  churninir  up  most  of 
the  cod  banks  of  the  North  Sea.  Sir.  he 
was  the  sickesl-iookinfr  F-l)oal  that  ever 
jined  the  ih)lilla  of  the  (k  ad  men  when  we'd 
(inislu'd    Ailh  liim."" 

Tile  battle  cruisers  expressed  eonrlcinis 
eredidiiy   aiul  congr.itidation. 

••  l'oukhi"t  see  (he  Hritish  Ikigship."  said 
the  shij)  who  had  done  most  of  the  business 
of  dispaiehinj,'  the  eiu-my.  "Hut  wiuii  it 
was  all  o\  II'.  my  cap'n  say,  d'you  know 
ni\'  eap'n  ?  Some  seaman  I  waal,  he  jest 
Ihekcfl  a  wireless  si«,nial  alonj^  to  the  hiitish 
admlial:  'Sunk  a  tiirman  F-boal  cruisei, 
latitood  so  an"  so.  lon<^itoi)d  someliiing 
else     \\iii:ki:  am   i  '.■'  '  " 

Again  the  laughtci'  ri|)pK(l  round  the 
Aimiiean  scjuadron.  It  made  you  tiiiiik  oi 
some  family  chuckling  in  ob.scurc  enjo\nitnl 
of  ou'    of  its  own  jokes. 

The  l)attle  cruisers  considc  r<  d  it.  chewed 
the  cud  of  it  in  silenee,  and  gave  it  up.  ""  You 
don't    tu'iibh  ?      Waal,    COmnumder  in cliii  1 
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didn't  tumble  either.  Took  a  lon<.-  time 
to  think  it  over  an'  then  answrved  :  '  Vonr 
sitTnal  received.  l>ast  sentence  not  under- 
stood.    ConjTratukite  you.'  '' 

The  batth'  cruis-r  nafrshij)  i\U  that  the 
time  had  come  lo  say  sometliintj^.  "  A\  elk 
that  was  \  rry  nice.  \Vhat— uhat  would 
an      Amcrieaii     eoinmantler- in- eliief     have 

said  ?  ■' 

"An  Ammuriean?  An  .\mmuriean  ad- 
miral, sir.  would  have  answered:  'Where 
arc  you  .^  TOP  OF  THE  CLASS,  MV 
SON!'  Vou  !'>ritishers  are  very  im-pur- 
turl)al>U'  .  .  ." 

''  Mcanin-,'  dull."  said  a  haltkship  in  the 
nearcsl  lini-.  "'  l"il  not  deny  we  luw  You'll 
he  dull  in  about  three  yeais"  time  if  we're 
still  here.  liul  1  must  say  you's  e  bri<^htened 
tilings  up  for  us  no  (  nd."' 

••  That  so  ■;'  Waal  .  .  .  you  put  us  wise 
lirst.  (iuiss  we  were  ehildrtn  at  some  of 
tlic  monUcy-tricks  you  eall  t;ictie*^.  ' 

Tlu;  battUships  murmiiKd  polit<  indis- 
tinctnesses, and  oni'  or  Iwn  n  ;iicml)ered 
thiuf^s  that  happened  in  the  later  days  of 
11)11  wlu  II  war  was  still  in  process  of 
bceominj,'  a  reality  to  tiuir  serried  Mpiadrons. 

"Wait  a  bit,"  said  the  American  Ikigship. 
"  We  ain't  IdeuxUd  yet.  Van  ain't  j)roperly 
blooded  vet.     No,  bovs.  .Jutland  \n  as  a  game 
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of  tao-   to  what  we'll   face   togctlicr   one   of 
these  days." 

"  Iio^\  loiifT.  how  long?"  riinibled  dovrn 
the  lines  oi'  ih*-  hat  lie  lleei. 

'•  Qt'itTt  sttbc  /  Thafs  what  they  say  down 
""ilanilla.  You  d<>n"t  know  Manilla  tlion^h, 
I  giuss.      rjiit  when  it  coiiu'S     ifl!  be 

''Our  tinii!"  inle]TU])te{i  a  eh  ar,  (juict 
voice  in  under  the  lee-  oi'  one  of  liie  islands. 
It  ))i'oeeeded  aj)j)ai(  mlv  from  .-  mw  of  low- 
Iv'ing  slia.'/iows  on  viie  surl'aee  of  iln'  \vaiei'. 
"  \Ve"vi'  done  some  waiting  too."'  An  oecJin- 
going  suhniarine  was  talking.  "  (-nut  and 
dcej)  .  .  .  down  among  tin  lialii^h  and  the 
mint'  moorings  where  you  never  go  er  at 
leasi  we  hoj)e  you'll  ne\  er  go.  Oil  the-  Ter- 
scheliiiigs  .  .  .  il<ligoland  Highl  .  .  .  tlu  moutji 
of  liie  Kms.  Coming  up  lohri'atheat  night 
with  a  (H)nning  t<»\ver  awash  auiong  the 
was  e  lops  .  .  .  lelting  the  lillle  siii])S  go  1)\ 
in  liie  hope  of  l)agi;inu-  a  iig  one.  .  .  .  ^^  e  I'an 
teach  \  oil  how  lo  svait.  my  masters,  >w  of 
the  WaU-i)  iiehtw."" 

It.  \wis  a  long  seiilenee  for  a  submarine, 
accustomed  as  they  are  lo  holding  tliiii 
breath  ratii<r  than  to  waste  it  in  nure  con- 
versation. II  is  tiuir  p(iil-n])  hicath  that 
s])il--  Ihf  <lt'adl\  torpedo  at  its  (juarry  a 
coujile  of  miles  away. 

The  i>aiileships  wire  siKnt.     Tluy  didn't 
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altogether  like  the  reference  to  flatfish  and 
mine  moorings  and  depths  their  keels  left 
undisturbed  in  their  majestic  passage. 

A  seaplane-carrier  chuckled  out  of  the 
darkness,  where  slie  lay  like  a  hen  with  her 
brood  under  her  wing.  "  I  don't  know 
whether  you  submarines  are  trying  to  make 
us  surface  craft  feel  uncomfortable,  but  i 
could  tell  you  a  story  or  two  about  what 
goes  on  in  the  air  that  would  mak(>  you  feel 
giddy     very  giddy  indeed." 

■'  i  don  t  want  to  know  what  goes  on  in 
the  air,  thanks,"  said  an  armed  merchant 
cruiser.  She  had  called  in  for  oil  that  after- 
noon, and  was  distantly  related  to  the 
seaplane-car  licr.  "A  (lerman  submarine 
missed  me  with  two  tor])edo(-s  last  week  ;  1 
came  quite  near  enough  to  going  up  into  the 
air  then  for  inij  taste,  thanks  very  much." 

"  You're  all  deplorably  self-centred."  ob- 
served the  theatre  ship,  si)eaking  for  the 
iirst  time.  She  was  a  condenmed  cargo 
boat  that  had  been  gutted,  and  her  interior 
transformed  into  u  lecture  room  and  theatre. 
She  was  a  sort  of  eomivial  missionary  who 
ministeicd  to  llu-  fleet  irrespective  of  class 
or  crerd  or  funetioii.  "Not  to  say  rliqiwy. 
Each  one  of  you  seems  to  think  that  the 
fate  of  the  Fmjjire  depends  on  you  indi- 
vidually.    It's    not    a   bad    spirit,    1    admit, 
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but  it  can  1)(-  carried  too  far.  Tndivichially 
you  count  for  very  little  Avithout  cacli  other's 
helji.  Wlurc  would  the  destroyers  be  wit!  - 
out  tlie  iiiiric-swi-epers  where  would  you 
all  be  without  the  mine-sweepers?  Where 
would  I  he  battleships  and  battle  cruisers  be 
without  the  destroyers  and  liftht  cruisers  to 
screen  and  scout  ?  A  seaplane-carrier  with- 
out sup})ort  would  be  a  sad  sinht  ten  minutes 
after  thedermans  heard  she  was  in  the  neigh- 
boiu'hood,    "^ubiiiarines     er     submarines..."' 

"  WellV  ■'  ask((1  the  submarines  quietly. 
The  theatre  ship  was  delivering  her  oration 
on  the  strength  of  a  hclure  some  staff  onicei' 
had  recently  gix'cn  on  board  her  to  a  number 
of  yawning  brother  olFicers.  It  had  been 
called  ''The  Co-ordination  of  Fleet  I'nits.'' 
or  some  such  title,  but  unhappily  tiie  theatre 
ship  couldn't  remember  how  it  went  on 
when  you  got   to  the  part  about  submarines. 

Tile  rest  of  the  Ih-et  said  nothing,  ])ut 
contented  thuuselves  with  winking  to  each 
other  mischievously.  They  loved  tiie 
theatre  ship  and  owed  lier  a  debt  immeasur- 
able, but  there  were  times  when  she  adopted 
the  "  Mission  to  Seamen"  l)ose  and  became 
rather  tedious. 

''  \V(  11  V  ■"  rep(  at((i  tiie  submarines  moored 
ill  rows  alongside  their  jiareiit  ship,  and 
nudged  each   other  in   the  ribs.      As  all  the 
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lew,  siiDiiiaiimb  air   uk.    j.-mihuh.  is 
the   Navy,  wlio  at  sea  vanish  instantly   on 
the  sight  of  either  enemy  or  friend. 

"  Who  might  tiv;  be  dependent  on  to  lielp 
us  do  our  jo1)s  ?  " 

"  Er  as  I  was  sa}ing."  continued  the 
theatre  ship  ratlier  hur.ely.  "  where  should 
we  all  be  without  the  submarines  ...?"' 

"We!"  echoed  the  submarines"  parent 
ship,  jealous  of  her  charges.  "  1  like  tliat, 
you  old  tub-tlnuuptr  !  Where  are  your 
bally  innards  Y"  Actually  siie  said  neitiier 
"  l)ally  '"  nor  "  innards." 

I'andenKMiium  ensued,  scpiadrons  and 
flotillas  all  talking  at  once  :  jest  and  repartee, 
personalities  and  retorts  flickering  across  tlic 
harbour  like  summer  lightning.  Above  it 
all.  (pielling  the  noisy  tumult  on  the  instant, 
boomed     the    voi-e    of    tl'.-     H'-'t     llngship  : 

"  .S7///  /  " 

A  night  bird  called  in  some  far  oil  bny, 
and  the  water  lapped  against  the  smooth 
grry  thinks  of  the  ships,  but  there  were  no 
otiier  sounds.     Then 

"  lidtdc  and  IxiiHc  oiiisrr  S(/iui(}ro7)s  and 
light  cruisi-rs  raise  slcavi  for  full  speed  'aith 
(ill  dispaleh.  lie  pert  hi/  squadrons  'ahen 
readij.  \lh  Battle  Squadron,  destroijers.  and 
submarines  proeeed  instantly  and  rendewous 
in  exceution  of  }>revious  orders."     The  echoes 
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broke  back   from   the  quiet   hills   and   died 

away. 

"  Gee  !  "   muttered  an  irrepressible  Ameri- 
can ship.     "  Hold  tight.  Kmma  !  we're  off !  "' 

"Gate!"  yelped  the  destroyers,  "stand 
by  the  gates!"  and  presently  they  sped 
forth  to  meet  the  dawn  and  their  destiny. 
Tlie  grinding  sound  of  cables  crawling 
through  the  ha\vse[)ipes  as  the  squadrons 
shorten(-d  in  lllh  d  the  harbour.  The  dark 
water  eddied  and  swirled  as  each  ship  tried 
her  engines  ;  then  one  by  one  from  the  flag- 
ships of  squadrons  came  the  deep-toned 
"  Ready,  aye,  ready  !  " 

Each  time,  like  the  chanted  responses  to 
a  litany,  the  hospital  ships  echoed  "  God  go 
with  you  !  "  So  the  last  hour  of  night  passed. 
Outside,  as  the  dawn  was  paling  in  the  sky, 
the  night  patrols  er,eount<  red  the  \  un  of  the 
battle  Wcct  forming  up  across  the  waste  C)f 
grey  waters  beneath  its  pall  of  smoke. 

"St.   George!"     rang   Hu>  eliallenge.     In 
one  great  breatli  came  the  ileet's  reply  : 
"  England  !  " 
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■•  .   .   .   Let  a  Mlaiii  :-tatcui'nt  ■  i:irr  (.■."-- -A'wJ^i/rd /li'/y^tny. 

It  may  be  well  Id  nvijiiiasisc  at  the  outset 
that  tlic  forees  \vhieh  iKirliei[)uted  in  the 
raids  on  Osttiul  and  Z>  rl-rufj'g<-  on  the  night 
of  April  'i'Jnd-'l^rc!.  (I'd  not  set  out  with 
tl\e  mere  iidention  of  giving  the  workl  an 
exliibition  of  fraHanlry  and  (hish  a  sort  of 
grim  Naval  and  ?.'iruary  Tournament  for 
the  benelit  of  newsnaix  r  readers.  Tlie  enter- 
prise luid  lln-re  eUai-ly  dci'meti  military  o»- 
jectivc'S  :  the  (irst  of  winch  wa.^  th.e  bloeking 
of  the  Ih'ugvs  ship  eanai  at  its  entrance  inti> 
the  sea  at  Zcebrui^^ge ;  the  sec  ad,  tlie 
botthn;.'  up  of  Ostend  harbour  from  the  sea; 
and  thirdlv,  (lie  inllielion  of  the  maximimi 
damage  possible  in  the  iin-e  upon  tlie  enemy 
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in  occupation  of  these  tNvo  ports.  The 
casualties,  considering  the  desperate  nature 
of  the  undertaking,  NV.re  hght  and  sc-arcely 
to  l>e  compared  v.ith  thosr  along  the  Ihitish 
front  .luring  a  single  night  of  Irmeh  raids; 
and  tho.c  among  that  gallant  hand  of  volun- 
teers v,h.>  (h.l  not  return,  died  in  the  know- 
ledge lliat  thev  had  added  to  history  a  page 
astoasany\h.Xavylu.syeleontrilmteo. 

Tlie  beavilv  fortilic*'.  coastline  bet^veen 
these  tsvo  iKsts  of  thr  cmTuy  forms  the 
base  of  a  Iriani'le  ^^n\x  Hruges  at  Ihr  apex, 
ahording  ])roleelion  to  :.  numh'r  of  (ierman 
torpedo-craft  and  suhmariius  within  easy 
striking  distance  of  Ike  Ihilish  coast  anu 
comuMree  routes.  Tlu-  scheme  adopted  for 
scaling  the  two  exits  of  this  system  was 
roughly  as  follows.  , 

It  was    proposed  that  ohsoletv  craft  fdleu 
,vith    eoiurete    and    mamud    by    vohmteers 
should  proceed  und.r  their  own    sleam  and 
be  sunk  in  the  entrancs  of  the  canal  opemng 
i.Uo  Zeebruggx.  harl)our.  and  of   the  port  of 
Osteiul      A  slorming  Corce  was  to  disemOarK 
on  Zcebr\igge  mole  with  demolition  materials, 
bombs,   and  machine-guns,   and  destroy   the 
seaplane    sheds    and    other    eslablishnicnts. 
Siinullan.cusly   with   lla-  disembarkation  ol 
this  force  the  viaduct  connecting  the  ciu'vui 
.,,,,„  ,,,•  iiH-  mole  to  the  nuiinkmd  was  to  be 
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hlowii  up,  thus  preventing  the  enemy  frotu 
despatehino-  rcinfoiei  nunts  to  Mipport  the 
guns'  erews  and  dc  fenders  o.  the  mole.  \\  hdc 
these  assaults  were  in  progress,  a  foree  of 
monitors  aiul  aerial  l)(.m])ing  squadrons  W(  re 
(i-!  ailed  to  'iiaintain  a  furious  bombard- 
,nrnt  bv  sea  and  air  of  all  coastal  batteries 
and  works  of  military  importance  in  the 
uciojibourhood. 

T\w  })r'.Kul  oulliiu'  of  Ihe  ])lan  having  been 
decided   upon,    the   necessary   l>loeking  craft 
were  srl-eted   from,   tiu-  Knackers'   Yards  of 
iM"    Xavv,    ships    w:-,osr    names   conjvuc   up 
forgotten'  eomii)issions   in  tropic  seas  and  a 
Navy     fast     j^assing    into     legend.     Thcfis, 
'intrepid,  aiid  Iphiiicnhi  for  Zeclorugge,  Sinus 
and    B,ilUnnl    for    Ostciul.     To    carry    the 
assaulting  parties  to  tlie  mole,   ll.M.S.   I  in- 
dicikc  was  brought  from  distant  wateis,  and 
two  Mersc  V  frrry-erid"t,  the  Iris  and  DaSjodd, 
Nvcrr  commissioned  to  ])ass  down  to  posterity 
as  iier  consorts  in  i  his  (hsperate  undertaking. 
The   shij)s   were   e;isier    to  silect   than   the 
men.     invitations    were   sent    to   the  Grand 
Lleet.    the    Home     i'ort    Depots,     and    the 
"lU'd"  and  ^MUue"'  Marines  to  supply  Hh; 
requisite  volunteers;    tlu;  Koyal  Australiiiu 
:uk1  Canadian  Navies  claimed  Iheir  right    to 
participate,    and    were    also   invited    to    send 
r.uvesentatives.     The   response    would    have 
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furnished  n  force  suflieieut  to  bloek  iuUf  the 
ports   of  (.ci-n.any    had   such    an   enterprise 
been  eonlcinphiteti. 

Kventuallv.   ho^svvcr.    the  selections  were 
:uade.  and   the  tU.v^r  of  lh.S<  a  Service  set 

itshandlothrtask.  Aet  in- C  aplaui  A.  r  .  b. 
Carpeihev.  H.N..  was  appomU-d  m  eonnnand 
of  tlK.  I'nJirfhr,  (oninuuukr  ^  al;■;^;';^^' 
(;ihhs,  1^N\,  lo  tl,r // /^.  and  l.i(  nUmmt  1  .  G. 

Can^pbell,  l^N..  to  tlu-  Ih'ltodd.  In  these 
three  ships  Ih-  slonuin-  and  de.nohtion 
parties  wmo  .n.ha.k.  and  th.  hdUr  ^^•as 
klsochai-ed  with  tlr  dnty  of  pnsh.n^Mhe 
ru^W/e/nr  abng.idr  the  n.uk"  and  liokhn- hei 

ihere  if  lier  specially  d.  sii,nKd  niole-anciiors 

firiU'd  to  ^rappk'.  _         ,  ,     ,    i  •    , 

The  eo.nnmnds  of  th.    vavnms  bloekships 
were-   distrihutrd    as   follows:     Thdi^,    (oni- 
nmmler  H.S.Snr>dM).SA).,  l^^^:  /''';;7^/^ 
Lientenan*     S.    S.    llonham    Carter.     1- •>.. , 
Iph-nwnuu  l.iM.trnant  K.  W.  l?iliyard-l.eakc, 
\\  \      'Ih.'  <.l!ie.r  ori}Tinally  l>laeMl  in  com 
nnvnd    of    the    last-ranicd    ship,     and    who 
actually    snperintc  ixl.  <l    the    early    prepara- 
tions of  all  tlie  hluckships,   was  Lienlenant 
'.  H.  irnnks,  H.N.         ft'«'  ^^^^^^^  <^»^  *'^''*^^^^ 
and    indrfaliKMhIe    enlhnsiasm.    this    olV.ccr 
was  laid  low  by  aiMundieitis  two  days  b,  fore 
the  actual  attack,  a'  d  he  had  in  eonsapiencc 
to  be  rcnioyed  to  a  neighbouring  hospital. 
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The  two  shi})s  destined  for  Ostcnd,  Bril- 
liant  and  Sirii's.    w<re   commanded   respec- 


tively bv  ComiiKUu 


Icr  A.   K.  God 


SUi, 


K.N, 


and  Lieutenant-Commander  11.  N.  M.  Hardy. 
D.S.O.,  K.N.     The  attempt  to  block  (^stend 
proved  oidv   i)arllv   successful,   as  it    trans- 
pired, and  oil  a  later  date  Commander  (.odsal 
made  a  second    eibrt  to  close  the   entrance 
that     cost     him     iiis     life.     Th.e     Vnididivc, 
patched  and  hatlle-searred,  was  used  for  the 
second    venlme.    ar.d    lies,    at    the    tunc    of 
writing,    amid    liie    silt    at    the    entrance    of 
()st'-nd  iKulx.uv.   a  tiUin^r  moimment  to  the 
Murdv  spirit  who  took  and  left  le  r  there. 

The  Naval  stormin^f  and  demolition  iorces, 
undrr     the     eoMmuuul    of    Captain     II.     C 

llalahan,  D.S.O-,  I'-N-^  '^"^^  ^1>''  ^^f'"^ 
storminjr  force  under  l/u  utennni  t  olonel 
H  N  llliott.  Koval  Marines,  w.  re  distri- 
buted'he  t  ueei,  [W'riiuru-liu;  Iris,  and  7M//o- 
uil  The  Naval  si(.r!.,in^^  party  was  in  charge 
of"l  ieulrnaul  tonn.andrr  A.  L.  Harrison, 
U  N  ,  and  llu  demolition  lore*'  vide  r  llie 
onlersofi.ieutenant  C.  C.  Dickinson    b  N. 

linallv    ihe  two  submarines  wliielu    lill<<» 
with  hi'd.explosive  and  mmmed  by  volunteers, 

wore  to  he-  launeheel  a-ainst  !!..•  Maeinet 
to  bh>w  ;i  up,  were  assigmel  t"  l.i.nt.imnt 
Aubrev  C.  Newbold.  K.N.,  and  bnnte.iant 
U.    1)!    Sandford,    U.N..    and    e.o.rleel    ..y 


29i       ST.    CiKORGlvS    DAY,    1918 

a  picket-boat  roniniandtd  by  the  lattii  s 
brollur.  J^iditciiant-l'oimiiar.dcv  i'.  li.  Sand- 
ford.  D.S.O.,  IJ.N.,  Nvlio  personally  organised 
this  most   desperate  eouj). 

An    atl;iek    of   this    nature,    involving',    llic 
use   of  verv    li.U'hl   eraft,    snu»ke   sei'eeii--.    air- 
craft, and  a  (iiscnibarkal ion  idonj^siiie  a  pid' 
in  an  open  seaway,  neecssarily  depcjuud  lor 
success    \ij)on     a     \  ariety     of    factors.     Sea, 
tides,    wind,  and    visibility  all    play,  d    their 
paii.  a  eoiiiniiciii'ii  of  ideal  eonditioi.^  bdiig 
such  that  it  eo\ild  onl\  ocein'  at  r;ivc  int(  r\  als, 
and    then   by    eliance.     'I'lie    ships   and    nan 
h;i\iii<;-  been  select  (d.  and  the  entire  scheme 
r<  h.arsc.k   p(if(ctnl.   and    clala^rjitt  d.    siiips 
and  men  settled  down  l<»  the  h>n<4-  wait.     I'hc 
,,,cn   in    lii<     itoiil  line    l)''?i(h    waiting  to  go 
"over   the   hags"   ate   not   expansive  in   de- 
scribinir  tin  ir  sensaliojis.     Soiiielhing  of  that 
t,  ,is(    Miim  anli<'ii)a1i(>n  slionld  liave  I'oiuui  a 
place  on  boaid  those  erowd(d  ships.     Never- 
theless. asi)irit  ..f  purt  i)ienic  appears  lohaxc 
rcignc  (h  coui)led  with  a  discipline  maintained 
li\  I  he  tiwcsoine  threat  of  not  being  allow (d  to 
parlicipnte  in  the  "show'  when  it  came  oil. 

The  day  came  at  length,  and  on  May 
•J.iu(i  St.  Cieorgi  's  Kvc  tlie  forei-  proe(  edcd 
from  its  place  of  assembly  and.  ( seortcd  by 
destroyers  and  air-craft.  i)assrd  \ip  i  liannel. 
It  was  a  brave  and  unusual  array  that  swept 
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Ih-casl  as  the  liulit  fadrd  froii.  the 


sky.      M()<1<  rii    dcslrov-rs    steaiiH  d     on    the 


win^fs    (»r   Hit-    (•(.lutinis.    owe    t»l    wiuch    ik'\v 
the  lla<f  of  \  icc'-Adiniral   lld^iir  J\cv«.'S,  C'.B., 
iM.iS,    D.S.O..    M.V.O..    the   (.Id    f'indidiir 
ill     \\v  van  ui'   Ihc  <,'(nlrc  cohinin   wdli    thr 
Ins  and  IhiljodiJ  in  tow.  ior  all  tlir  Nv<»rld  like 
veteran    honnrl    on    the    hail    wiili    !ier    two 
pu})])ics    oil    lur    Hanks;     the    live    valiant 
hlockships  |"oilo\\cd.   each   ^\iill   sixcinlly  de- 
tailed parti*  s  helow  stokinii  for  all  ihiy  were 
\Vi)itli.  iiiat  tiuii' old  ^iiips"  last  voyage  should 
!„.   ,,ia(h'    at    a    seemly    si)eed.     A    elond    of 
motor  lamiehes  filled  the  waterways  l)el\wen 
thee(.hin,ns,  andthelwoohsoletesuhniiirines. 
with    their  eseovling  pW-'  <  1-1.   .1.   proceeded 
ill  to\v  of  d'stovi  rs. 

ai    and    wide   h'low    the 
sloini     was    gathering. 
hv  lirilish  and  French 
(pi!'  Ily     lowavds     their 
allotted  stations  preparatory  to  the  atlaek. 
1  iM.t.i  the  (irand  Meet's  eyrie  in  Ih.e  iar  north 
to  the  base  ol'  the  Kast  I'oast  Striking  1  orce, 
covering    and     siipjUMting    s(piadrons     were 
under    wi'igh    as    the    night    wort-    on.     The 
di  si  rover    Uelillas   swung   into   position    like 
cats    round    a    mouse-hole    lest    any    of    tin 
enemy's  torpedo-cralt  sluudd  lu    lcnipl(d  to 
1„,1|    for    the    ojnn    "dun    ihe    atlaek    hegan. 


Meanwhile.    I'iom 
niisly     lioii/oii     tlic 
^f()nil(»rs,   suppoi  i'  • 
del  rovers,     moscti 
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The  night  air  was  resonant  with  the  drone  of 
aerial  craft   on  the  Miufs. 

Onec  tlic  motley  Hi  tic  Heet  stopped,  while 
the  siir})lus  steaming  pailiis  were  disem- 
barked, with  man\  n  Ik  lee  liand-grip  and 
the  muttered  ''Good  luek,  niate  !  "'  tlipt  is 
tlic  lighting  man's  .ivc  (li'tin  rdlr  !  Ai  the 
prearranged  parting  of  the  ways  the  I'oree 
divid*  (].  steering  se])arate  eonrses  for  Ostinfl 
arid  Zeehnigge.  where,  muier  th.e  resjiictiNe 
eoiiimands  of  (OnimaiKh  r  Ion  llaniiUon 
lU-nn.  :>I.1\.  ILN.V.l:..  iuul  tnptain  K;.lph 
Colliivs.  ILN..  tile  niotcr  humeiies  Were 
already  elose  insiiore,  trailirg  their  snioke 
screens  across  tlie  eyes  of  an  uneasy  and 
api)rehensive  eneinv.  A  elond  of  (  oastal 
>Ioror  Boats,  njider  Mu-  command  (»f  I>i>u- 
tenaiil  Welman.  H.X.,  had  preceded  them 
•ind  V,  re  busily  laying  smoke  lloats  aid  aids 
lo  navigation. 

Half  an  iiom'  before  tlie  '/c(l>rugge  force 
a.rri%<d  at  its  (k'slinat  ion.  si  ;ii -shell  I'cgan 
to  curve  skyward  from  the  menaced  harbour, 
fruitlessly  st^arehing  the  darkness  and  arti- 
lieial  mist  that  eii\(loji((l  the  n.oh  and 
batteries.  A  lillle  lalir,  lu>\\e\er,  tlx  wind 
(on  which  the  smoUc  screen  de]H'nd((i  for  ils 
success)  wavered.  di((l  down,  and  awoke 
lightls  again  bom  a  contrary  direction, 
(iroping    through    the    wiiile    billows    of   f)g 
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rolling  bac-k  upon  her,   the  Vindiciive  came 

out  into  a  clear  space  lit  by  star-shell,  and 

saw,  a  cable  ahead,  her  (kstination.     A  single 

gun  on  th(^  mole  ojxned  lired  with  a  bark 

like  a  challenge,  and  the  next  instant  loosed. 

a  hellish  uj^roar  of  guns  from  ship  and  shore. 

'i'hrough  a  tornado  of  siirainul  and  ina.ehine- 

g»m     lire,    Captain     Carpenter    brought     iiis 

veteran  eonnuand    alongside    the   mole,   and 

before  St.   George's    i  ay   was  a   mimite  old 

the  Vindictive,  bla/ing  ddianee  from  battery 

and  to]>,   was  grating  against  her  fenders  in 

the  swill  that   surged  across  (he  outer  wall. 

According  to  the  care  fully  thought-out 
sell,  tue,  bieutenaiit  C  ani;-b(l!  in  the  Dafjudil 
Ihiusl  Ihr  bows  of  his  s'liip  against  the 
Vindicl{vc\'^  (p;arl(  r  and  iuid  lu  r  bo(lil> 
alongside ,  i  nal'img  ih(  aire  a(l\  splinterid  and 
shattered     "  i)rows."'   or   gangways,    to  reach 

tiic  mole. 

i;y  this  lime  the  point  bla'.k  lire  had  taken 
lu-avv  toll  amid  the  closely  packed  ranks 
awaiiing  disen.barkat  ion.  COloni  I  1  .lli(»t  and 
Major  Corehu  r,  the  two  senior  ollicers  of  the 
Uoyal  Maiine  stoiining  parlies,  aiul  C  ajtlain 
ilalahan.  Koxal  :\a\\.  w.  re  aln  ady  (had. 
Commander  \alenlin<'  (.d)bs  brought  the 
his  alongside  m  th<'  \\alv«  of  the  I'ludiilin' 
and  endeavomtd  to  grapple:  i,iv\itenanl 
liawkins,    l^.N..    reached   the    mole,    secured 
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tlic  grappling-  anchor,  and  died.  lie  was 
instanllv  followed  hy  Lieutenant-Conmiander 
Bi-adford.  ILN.,  who  was  swung  from  a 
derrick  Vvith  a  second  anchor,  and  succeeded 
in  seciu'infT  it  before  lie,  too.  was  killed,  his 
riddled  !)ody  falling  into  the  water.  A  n\im- 
ber  of  his  nun  laboured  with  fruitless  (U\o- 
tion  to  reeo\  tr  his  corjisc,  one,  Petty  Olliccr 
Ilallihan.  giving  his  life  in  the  atteni{)t. 

No  sooner  had  the  two  foremost  brows 
been  launched  (Vi)in  the  I'ludiiilvc  than  the 
storming  parli(s.  h d  by  Lieutenant  C Dm- 
niunders  A.  1..  lianison  and  W.  V.  Adams, 
and  Major  H.  (i.  Waller,  Koyal  ."Marines, 
lunlt  d  themselves  iicross.  The  men  were 
burdintd  with  Lewis  guns.  Ijombs,  and  de- 
molition impedinu  iita  :  the  scene!  of  the 
swell  caused  the  VhiduUvc  to  i)hmge  luavily, 
:uul  tin  brows  I'ockcd  abo\  e  a  di//y  IK)  feet 
drop,  rising  and  falling  us  the  ship  rolled. 
Vet  the  lamling  was  acconij)lished  in  the  face 
of  a  gnsly  machine-gun  lii'c  that  swept  the 
fiict'  of  the  mole  like  the  breath  of  Death. 

The  lirst  sl(irm(  rs  of  the  mole  foimd  them- 
selves on  a  |)alh\\ay  about  nine  feet  wide 
inside,  and  al)out  lour  feet  ixlow  t  he  parapet 
of  the  mole.  Two  (iernian  deslro\ers  W(  re 
alongNidt  tlu-  mole  on  tlu  harbour  side,  i)ut 
showed  no  acli\ity,  and  the  handful  of  the 
en(rn\'  found  on  the  mole  who  subseejiu  nt  ly 
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attempted  to  reivjiiii  tliese  vessels  were  killed, 
tlie  destroytrs  being  HV-erally  V)onibed.  One 
of  these  craft  nas  torpedoed  alongside  by  a 
Coastal  AIot()r  Boat. 

Followed  by  his  men.  J.ientenant-Com- 
mander  Adams  eaptuied  the  look-oiil  station 
on  lii.r  tn<)](.  and  was  joimd  licre  by  Wiug- 
Coiiiiiiand(  r  !•'.  A.  Ih'oek.  li.N.A.S..  -svlio  had 
eonie  in  st  aicii  ofcM  faii»  infci  n  alion.  risking 
the  hazr.id  »»l  tha'  bullet-svvfpt  mole  to  gain 
it.  Tliis  gallant  and  ]-)\iblie-S|)iritcd  ofVieer 
was  niiss(.(l  shortly  afi-.r,  and  n(.l  sirn  again. 

In  th(  nicaiivvhile  j.initc  na:d  COnnnandtT 
Uarrisoi)  Kd  a  lUspirate  insh  to  the  west- 
ward against  u  mael>inc-giin  that  was  eausing 
iicax  y  casuaUies.  lie  was  kill< d  at  !iic  head 
of  iiis  nun.  and  all  ohl  ilugby  Internationals 
will  iii«nn-i.  inal  gallan.l  Iwrwaid  wim>  led  liis 
last  rn.sh  to  the  rnu/./K-  .'1'  a  'armaii  gun. 
J.ieuienani-(  oinmander  Atiaius  s\ibs.  (iiieiilly 
returned  and  seareh(d  tor  his  body  without 
avail  amid  the  dead  and  litter  ol"  the  shrapnel- 
spattered  causeway. 

I'etails  ol'  that  wild  brave  hour's  work  un 
Zeebruoge  nioli-  will  doubtless  come  to  us, 
as  >.\\r\\  details  dio.  i>ieccnieal  in  the  years 
iih  ad  ;  and  i;,an\,  all  too  many,  w  ill  for  «  \  er 
go  unrecorded.  In  all  the  dashing  gallaniiy 
of  that  d(  athless  assaidt  nonr  ;)lay((l  a  liner 
l)ait  than  the  Hoyal  Marines,  the  (.'ori)S  that 
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wears  a  Inurcl  wvcath  in  its  proud  crest. 
And  wiu>n  tlie  work  was  done  and  the  syren 
oventnallv  liooUd  the  liecall  throucjli  the 
din  and  crashing  nj)roar  of  bursting  sliell, 
it  was  the  >]arincs,  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
wjio  covered  the  retreat. 

Di  the  retirement  itself  mere  imagination 
tells  enough  to  stir  the  l)lood  and  quicken  a 
man's  heart.  The  enemy  I.ad  concentrated 
the  tire  of  every  gun  liuit  would  bear  ui)on 
the  mole  and  brows  trading  to  the  Vindic- 
iive  :  back  through  this  savage  barrage  came 
the  renuiants  of  those  galhuit  companies, 
reeliuij  along  with  tlieir  woiuukd  on  tluir 
backs,  to  be  struck  down  and  to  rise  again 
and  Jitagger  on  with  their  buidens.  turning 
every  now  and  tlui\  to  shake'  bloody  lists  at 
the  ilaming  docks  and  town  beneath  its  pall 
of  smoke.  .  .  . 

The  bloekships  in  the  meanwhile  had  made 
l!ie  entrane(\  and  led  by  TJniis  crashed 
through  the  obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour.  Tlnlin,  linding  that  her  ])ropell(rs 
were  foul  of  wires  and  ru  ts.  and  that  she  was 
ra])idly  losing  way.  sigualkd  to  Ik  r  two  con- 
sorts to  pass  to  sliuboai  (1  of  her  by  tiring 
a  green  rocket.  She  tiuii  grounded,  and 
riddled  by  gunlue  from  sJior<  batteries  and 
enemy  craft  in  the  hai  hour,  filing  on  he  at 
.'dtnost   Tioint    bl.'iTik   r.i!    fc.    took    n.  Iw  :ivv   list. 
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Plastered  with  bifjjh  explosives  and  gas. 
helpless  and  ininiovcihle,  she  ne\erthelcss 
eniraoed  the  nearest  shore  batterv  with  her 
foreeastle  gun  until  her  own  smoke  made  it 
impossible  to  eontinvie  firing.  Engincer- 
Lieutt>nant-(  onmiaiuUr  Boddie  fearlessly 
stuek  to  his  post  in  tiic  engine-room  and 
sueceeded  in  restarting  one  engine.  This 
swung  her  iu-ad  into  the  dredged  channel  of 
tlie  eanal,  up  wbieh  the  Iiitrrpid  and 
Iphigcnia  had  already  passed  ehetring  wildly 
and  blazing  fury  from  every  gun.  Here  the 
Thetis  quietly  sank.  A  motor  humch  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  li.  A.  Littkton, 
U.N.V.lv.,  wiio  iuid  followed  devotedly  at 
her  heels,  embarked  the  surviving  members 
of  the  ship's  company  and.  turning,  ran  the 
gauntlet  of  the  harliour  mouth  and  regained 
the  outer  sea. 

The  Intrepid,  on  passing  the  Thetis,  made 
for  the  eanal  moutli,  which  was  clearly 
visible  in  tbc  pale  unearthly  ligiit  of  the 
star-shell.  The  enemy  tire  at  l!;is  laonH  ut 
being  conce:ilralc(l  on  the  uj^per  works  of 
the  Vindictive  alongside  the  mole  and 
the  already  disal^led  Thetis,  intrepid  was 
enabled  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  canal, 
where  Lieutenant  l-onliam  Carter  cahnly 
mana-uvred  her  into  position  and  Ihtd  the 
charges  which  sank  her. 
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It  will  be  renienibered  that  the  additional 
steaming  paities  carried  by  the  l)loeksliips 
had  disembarked  before  tlie  ships  neared  the 
zone  of  operations.  A  number  of  Iiitrcpid's 
party,  ho\V(  vcr,  determined  to  })artieipate  in 
tile  coming  light,  had  eoiitri\-ed  to  remain 
on  board.  These  sur)>lns  ratings,  wiili  the 
whole  of  tiic  I)i(ri'piir.s  crew,  then  coolly 
abandoned  the  ship  in  two  cntters  and  a  skiil. 
In  these  boats  they  rowed  down  the  eimal 
and  Wire  picked  up  in  llie  haibour  ])y  a 
1-irilish  destroy e]'  and  a  n;olor  laimeh  in  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  1'.  T.  Dean,  U.N.A'.H. 
Lieutenant  Bonham  Carter,  togetiier  with  his 
1  irst  Lieutenant  and  Suh-Lieulenanl.  and 
four  petty  ollieers.  reinaiiud  b(  hijid  to  i  nsiu'e 
that  the-  ship  was  sunk  properly.  The  seven, 
then  laimehei  the  t  arley  iloat.  and  in  this 
unwieldy  c-rafl.  lit  by  searchlights  and  witli 
maeliiiu -nim  lire  spiniing  ;ill  round  Miem. 
pa;ldl((l  eahe.ly  down  the  canal  and  across 
the  iuubour.  They  wire  also  picked  up  by 
Lieutenant  Dean,  whose  hantlling  of  the 
crowded  r!!ot(>r  laimch  under  a  withei'in<> 
lire,  and  blinded  by  starchlights,  was  de- 
scribed by  Lieutenant  Donham  Carter  (whose 
standard  of  gallantry  nuiy  be  prisunicd  to 
be  no  mean  one)  as  "  simply  niagnilicent."" 

'i'iiis  ni  )tor  launch  subsi  (pienlK-  picked  up 
the  sur\  i\ ors  of  the  Inhif't  iiia.  ,'iiid  sueeiM'dcd 
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in  conveying  her  freight  of  over  one  hundred 
survivors  in  addition  to  her  cvew  outside  the 
harbour  and  ah^ngside  the  destroyer  Hying 
Admiral  Keyes'  Hag,  Of  all  tlie  oHiei  rs  and 
men  who  formed  Int)i'i)i(i\s  sliip's  company 
(and  never  surely  was  a  ship's  name  more 
ha})j)ily  chosen),  o!  ly  one  man.  Slokcr  i'etty 
Olliccr  IL  L.  I'allisir,  was  killed. 

il.^I.S.  Ij)hi<sr7iin.  the  third  of  the  hloek- 
ships  to  enter  the  harhoiii'  under  hea\y 
shrapnel  lire,  followed  in  tiie  wake  of  the 
Intrepid.  The  sleam-pi))e  of  her  syi'en  was 
se\  ered,  enveloping  the  bridge  in  steam  ai\d 
rendered  navigation  no  easy  matter.  ^  he 
rammed  a  dredger  with  a  bai-gf  in  tow. 
craslied  clear,  aiid  drove  the  barg(  ah*  ad  of 
her  into  the  canal,  i.ieulenunt  liillyard- 
Leake  caugiit  sight  of  tht  Ivlnpid  agr(»utui 
witii  a  gaj)  l)etween  1;  self  r.iid  t'le  eastein 
bank,  and  manceuvred  his  shij)  into  the 
vacant  space.  He  then  cleared  the  engine- 
room  t)f  its  heroic  coni])lem<  nf,  lirid  the 
sinking  charges,  and  abandoned  shi])  in  tiie 
onlv  remaining  cutter,  'i  he  molo;  laniich 
that  iiad  ahc  ady  })ick((l  np  Intnpid'b  ei(  w 
dashed  in  to  the  rescue,  linally  backing  out 
stiTU  lirst  (her  bows  being  badly  holed)  and 
losinL'  half  lur  lillh  complemenl  of  deck 
hands  from  machine-gun  tire  ere  she  reached 
CO  :iparative  safety. 
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As  has  already  been  said,  the  Brilliant  and 
Sirins  failed  to  bloek  Ostend  eoni])letely, 
but  were  sunk  where  they  grounded.  The 
rescues  of  oflicers  and  men  were  eifeeted  Ijy 
motor  launelies  with  the  same  fearless  dash 
as  was  shown  ])y  the  ollieers  commanding 
these  little  craft' at  Zeebrugge.  Lieutenant 
K.  U.  iloarc,  D.S.O.,  K.XA'.R.,  embarked 
practically  all  the  men  from  the  Sirius  and 
sixteen  from  the  Brilliani's  whaler,  sunk  bv 
(Tunlire.  The  remainder  of  the  BrilUanCs 
crew  were  taken  off  by  Lieutenant  11.  Lourke, 
U.N.V.R. 

After  leaving  the  Sirius  an  oflieer  and  a 
number  of  men  were  found  to  be  missing  ;  a 
Coastal  Motor  Boat,  eonniianded  by  Sub- 
Lieutenant  P.  IL  Clarke,  li.X.R.,  with 
Lieutenant-Commander  Hardy,  R.N.,  and 
Lieutenant  E.  L.  IkTthon,  I'.S.C.,  R.N.,  on 
))oard,  tha-eirpon  reUunid,  boardul  tlie  ship 
under  a  iiea\y  and  aeeurale  lir^ .  and  seiU'ched 
for  their  missing  comrades.  Tliey  found  no 
signs  of  life  in  either  sliip,  but  the  missing 
oilieer  and  men  were  subsequentl\-  picked  up 
by  a  British  cruiser  thirteen  miles  out  to  sea, 
still  pulling  gamely. 

'I  he  })art  j)layeu  by  the  submarine  which 
destroyed  the  \  iaduct,  and  b\  lur  altendanl 
picket-boat,  nuist  not  be  overshadowtd  by 
iiie    d(  luiiiiss 
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".vliipped  waters  of  tlic  adjoining  harbour, 
ami  along  the  bloodstained  parapet  of  the 
mole.  It  is  deserving  of  a  Siiga  all  its  own, 
but  until  that  is  written,  tlie  tale  is  best  told 
simply,  hailing  though  the  ]n"ose.  Owing 
to  a  breakdown,  only  one  subniaiine  reaehed 
Zcebrugge,  under  the  eonnnand  of  Lievitenant 
Sandford,  U.N.  The  mok  was  sighted  sil- 
hou'tUd  against  t'iie  l)laze  of  guns  and 
searclilights  :  and  under  a  heavy  lire  of  1-inch 
shell  the  craft,  with  her  cargo  of  high  ex- 
plosives, was  launched  at  full  speed  at  the 
rows  of  piers  supporting  the  viaduct.  She 
struck  at  right  angles,  riding  up  on  to  the 
horizontal  girders  and  jjenet rating  uj)  to  the 
conning-tower.  The  crew  tlu  n  launched  the 
skijl',  ignited  the  fuses,  and  pulled  clear,  while 
a  company  of  riilemen  on  the  \iaduet  abo\  e 
o})en(  d  lire  \ipon  t  lit  in  with  niachinc-guns, 
rilles,  and  jiompoms,  Tiuy  continued  pulling 
against  a  strong  tide,  and  although  nearly  all 
were  wounded  (Lieutenant  Sandford  twice) 
and  tin-  boat  only  k(j)t  alloat  by  use  of  a 
specially  designed  pumj).  succ(  edcd  in  getting 
about  5300  yards  ekar  before  the  ex])losion 
t(K)k  place.  As  was  anticipated,  a  gap  of 
150  feet  was  blown  in  the  \  iadiict  :  concrete, 
girders,  men,  guns,  and  searchlights  being 
hurled  to  the  skies  in  a  column  of  ilame. 
The  ultenUaul  |)lekel-boai  llivn  swooped 
20 
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down  and  icscvud  Ihr  occupants  of  tlic 
skil'f.  Iransfmin^'  Ukiu  later  to  one  of  tiu- 
d<sfr(»vn's  in  the  ollino-.  'riu-  rrsciic  was 
caM-icd  ont  luidcr  nio^l  hazardous  condi- 
tions, and  tii<'  little  steamboat,  manned  hy 
a  crew  <»r  \  olimtei  rs.  with  her  fore  c(tmi)arf- 
iiicnt  full  of  wat<  I-,  retiHMud  to  lai^land 
under  In  r  own  steam,  and  Ihns  coin})lelt(l  a 
journey  ol"  17((  miles. 

One  Hiilish  (h  >ti(>\i  r  whieli  h>t  liciself  in 
llie  smoke.    r)nnd    h(i--ell',    wlen    a    j^nisl    of 
wind  l)l(  ^v   the  sm  oke  char,  wt  II   ii-^ide  /cc- 
hrnnor     harbour;     she    h;id    lime.    h()Wev,r. 
todischarj^)'  all   her  torjiechx  s  at   I  lu    vessels 
alonirside  the    mole    hti'ore   she    Wii'-   disal»le(l 
by    shell    lire.       She    slriij^^iled    a    couple    of 
hundred    yards   outside   the   entrance   to  the 
harbour  ;uid    lay   there    a    hilphss  loo-,    >iiik- 
ini;-    iasl.      A    sistrr    (h  strove  r.    uiah  i'    com- 
mand of  I  ii  ii!i  iiant-C  t»mmand<  r  II.  !•  .  (iorc- 
Lau'jton.  K.N.,  swooped  down  upon  In  r  and 
(•ir<'led    id.uid    until    she    was    cn\ cloixd    in 
snioUc,   und- I-  eo\  .  r  of  which  the  crew    were 
discniliarked.      .\t  1 1  nipt  s  were  niad<    to  lake 
!icr   in    tow,    but    the  liawser   was  twice  shot 
awa\ .      lnr  ('apt  ain.  '-n  nti  nant  (  ommanck-r 
K.  ('.    Ilclyar,   H.N..   rtmaiiud   on   his  shat- 
tered liridii'c  to  !ln    last.  ai\d  oidv  abandoned 
her  will  II  she  was  sinklnix  uniii  r  him. 

l?aek    across  the  (  hami<  I   as   the   dav   was 
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breaking  cam.-  tiic  V'niiJict'ni\  Iris,  and 
Dafj'odil.  tluir  task  accomplislud.  and  ilicir 
names  llaslunn'  proudly  to  tlu  nlt(rrn(j^t 
outposts  of  the  I'linpii'c. 

C'oinniand(  r  X'aUntiiu'  (iibhs.  I{.N.,  wlio 
li'ul  been  ^tiuek  i>\  ;i  shell  uhdc  the  Dajjcdil 
was  c^rttiitM  ck  ;ir,  died  dnrini,^  the  passat^r. 
l)ut  ric()\  (  red  consciousnt  ss  Ix  foic  the  end 
to  ask  faintly  if  all  wcnL  well,  'liny  va^v<\ 
Ik.i'  iiassiun-  soul  with  the  assur;;ncf  that  a'l 
IkkI  L;()nc\(i'y  wdl  :  and  in  that  eonifoitahic 
ktioulcdnc  hjs  hraxc  spirit  Ik d. 

'ri',''  dawn  hroadcm  (1  into  day  and  lit  Ike 
stnonidcrin^-  docks  and  (k  lu's-si  i ,  w  n  tiole 
and  iJic  inotioidcss  onislrclchcd  li<4Ui-(  s  still 
l\in^  when  th<y  I't  11.  it  lit  Ihc  shell- 
lorn  Upper  works  of  li\(  of  i!is  .Majtstv's 
shij)s  which  had  linished  lln  ii  last  t  oiuniis- 
sions  :  Tfulis.  Sirius.  Ihillian/.  hiln pid  and 
I l>liiuc>ii(i.  I>inj,'  at  the  gates  of  the  (  neiny 
t  hat    i;on!    might   pass  out. 

To  these,  at  a  kit*  r  date,  \sas  addrd  the 
rin<licliir,  and  Ihongh  in  lime  the  eiu  inv 
ma\  dredge  and  hlast  the  passages  ek  ar. 
though  weed  and  riist  will  eree))  o\  <  r  the 
hatlered  hnlls.  sonKthmg  wdl  kmg  r(  main 
I"'"  a  teslinionv  ol'  the  ai-hit  \  ( ment  ;  suint - 
thing  hecause  lA'  tin  Mood  wjiieh  oilce 
stained  ihr    .j)!iii((  r(  li  (kcks— 

"Tlittt  U  for  cvvr  EnglHiid." 


■■''■■■^IWIiPPIPIIiWIWWPMIIi  ijiUlliiii  l.JiiiHiiwfuww 


»mm 


if 


it-''  '■ 


.,.-.,.*    ..    f 


,  > 


■'  l/vA. 


TiiK^sluulows  wrrc  kiij;ilK  niiig  acrc^ss  tlir 
sniooll*  la\vi>^  and  Uriacf.  and  llic  rooks  in 
Uio  (Inis  Inliind  llir  stal)l('  buildings  liad 
b(j,'un  lluii-  lAinin^  wranj^lc  for  ruoslinp- 
|)la('cs  \vli«n  llic  I'ord  ctiv  came  rocking  .Mid 
lu)oting  np  I  lie  avenue. 
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•'Just  as  well  we  didn't  f,^)  to  moot  'cm." 
niUiMniivrd  Auolitlonc  on  \hv  tlircshokl  oi 
the  entrance  hall,  sniilinn-  above  his  half- 
rolled  ci<ja''t :  e.  ''  1  don't  see  mneh  of  the 
•  h'f'e  tiu  ><  days,  but  I'm  expected  to  h(»ld 
to  sjx  td  limits  and  consider  my  tenants' 
nerves  on  the  Kings  hif,di\vay  when  1  am 
hcri \  Lorton,  of  course,  is  an  outlaw  by 
instinct  "-Lorton  was  the  ehauii'em-.  "  lie's 
been  enjoyinif  himstlf.  'I'o-niorrow  I  shall 
be  requested  to  restoeU  the  poultry  yards 
of  four  villa^fcs  and  Mibseribe  lar<:rely  to  the 
cottage  hospituh  after  his  devastating  pas- 
sage." 

IJrakespear,  sitting  on  the  top  step  with 
his  arms  about  an  ag-d  siltir,  chuckled 
softI\.  '"\'ou  always  lia<l  a  veneration  foi' 
the  'law,  Tony,"  he  said.  "c\<\\  in  the 
far-Oil  da>s  when  we  '"'^irr  iad«ts  and  dis- 
cussed the  ihe(»ry  of  \\.\r  '  lie  raistd 
oneliriger.  ••ilark!  That's  .Teromc.  i  recog- 
nise his  dulcet  tones."  lb'  stood  up  shading 
his  eyes.  ■•Th<yrr  all  I  lure  Mayluw. 
Longridge.  ''ostcr  :  wIutc's  Jerome  ?  1  can 
l,,.;i,-  hill,  i  du  there  he  is  I  At  l<>ast, 
there  are  his  feet  slicking  up  out  of  the 
stern-shcels.  We're  going  to  have  our 
diinur-party   after   all.   Tony." 

'I'he  car  :.w\U)g  round  the  last  curve  with 
a  splutter  of  grav(  1,  and  slowed  down  as  il 
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approaolifd    the    door.     The    ocfU])ants    of 
tile  back  seals  apjieared  to  be  cnj^^au* d  with 
a    stniiiiilinii'   object    in    the    bottom    of   the 
car.    but    ^ra(hially    llie    turmoil    subsided, 
and    tour    lluslicd.    oTiiminfj    faces    appeared 
oNcr    the    side.     The    car    st(>j)ped    and    tlic 
passen<Ters  emeri^'ed.  (hsetilaiij^linjj'  stiil-cases. 
fisiiiii^-rods.    and    n()h"-ciiil*s    !"•  oni    the   nij^'s. 
The  chauiTeur  sat   Hke  a  oruvtn  imaj,^'  with 
the  expression   d'  a   man   wlio  lias  done  hi^ 
best   to  instrnel    and    entertain   an   audience 
■svith.wul    hojX'    'f   (itlar    n-eoMipense    i.c    ac- 
knowledgmei  i   this  side  of  the  «rra\('. 

"  >'7?/.v  .y(n}>nics  nrrivvs.''^  eroAved  l!,e  -,tont 
Jerome,  still  j)aminu'  from  his  exertions; 
iorrcther  thev  passtd  fhronj.jh  into  tin  lofly 
paiulhd  hall  in  a  babble  of  ehaii  and 
lau^fhte!'.  *'  The  stars  in  t  Ik  ir  course  s  fought 
for  ns.  We  are  rt  united,  my  childr*  n.  alter 
how  many  yeai  s  is  it  ?  \'ery  eh  \  (  r  of  \  on 
I  o  airanu'e  il .'"  "'  Ton\ . "'  said  anot  Ik  r.  ""  I  hat 
ehautfeur  of  \  ours  tlieked  your  old  bus  along 
to  some  hme,      lie's  a  star  Inrn."' 

AiiLrhllone  nodded  resierju'dly.  "  lie's  suj)- 
peisid  t(»  bt  suiteiin^  iVemi  shell-shock  and 
a  pie  e-e  of  shrapnel  in  the  apex  ol'  the  h^  ail. 
Wni  \veiuleln"t  somehow  suspect  it.  would 
you  ?     liag  anylhiuf^  V  '' 

"  Oiilv  H  hen,"'  said  l-'oster,  surre  nde  r- 
iiij,'  his  Miil-casc  to  the  butler  and  cxplorin^r 
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airiid  dccaiitrrs  and  a  siphon  ()ii  a  sidf  tabic. 
■■  I).]).'  SIic  lost  her  iicrx  (■  and  iric-d  to  nip 
across  till    road.     Say  avIicti.  .h  rry   .    .   .  "' 

Tlu  stout  one  accci)lr(l  the  loiiu'  liiuihhr. 
''Thanks.  .  ,  .  llcioh-hol  NCry  nice  loo. 
.  .  .  Vcs.  Ihat  was  all  ihc  daiiia^c."  lie 
C()nlcnij)l:'tcd  th;  ir  host  o\  i  r  Ihr  rim  of  his 
'^Uis  ,.  '"  \"ou  apjxa!'  lo  o\\  ii  h.ilf  Ihc  county, 
Tonx-         (lout  i,n'ud<fc  us  a  luri."' 

"I  J4rud^f(  vou  liotliinu'.""  r(|)licd  Aujuht- 
I  Ic  sur\  I  \  (■(!  Ii's  rut  ^t  s  a  ll( ci  ionalt  Iv. 
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'•  \'ou  look  hoi.""  said   Itrakcspcar,  cha.n<f- 
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in  "A 


\ll   \cr\'   line   I'or   \  ou   !<•  la! 


1  th 


s.iKi  inc 


tat     man    A\llh    llie    eao 

1-1 


!(     ot   the    Xaw-that 


ics    ( in     I  he    slee\  e     ot     li 


r->    monke) -jackt.' 


()id\  cross((l  o\  er  from  Dunkirk  liiis  U)orn.- 
iu»i-  h\  I  he  (lestr<>\(r.  I  ell  in  wilii  these — 
'IMiULJs  ;'.t  WatelitMe  and  spint  the  hesi  pail 
ol   t  he  jdUiiiev  under  the  si  at ." 
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to  all   the   loveliest    of   Goers   creatures   we 
saw,'' 

Their  host  gioaned.  "  What  was  she 
like-  tlir  last   one,    1   iiiean?" 

"  In  a  iToverness  cart.""  said  Mayiiew, 
"  with  two  kills  and  a  pink  hat." 

The  ri>in(?  >ian  pul  ih)\vn  his  ^lass. 
"The  pink  hal  may  ha\e  been  liers.'"  he 
said,   '•  i)ut    Tni   hlowrd   \(— — " 

"No,''  said  Auuhtlone  quickly.  "No, 
they're  her  nieces.  That's  the  vicar's 
dausrhter.  '  Mr.  .leroine,  you'll  get  me  'uno-,' 
as  iiarker  used  in  say." 

"  Not  'tall."  said  the  <jrae<less  one.  "  She 
was  nuieh  too  busy  looking  after  the  tut 
pony  to  notice  u-;.     'Sides " 

Mayhew  i^daneed  a(  his  watch.  "  What 
time's  dinner,  Tony  '.''  H(  cause  what  I'd 
like  to  do  is  '  st rip  rigid  down  an'  'a\  e  a  barf. 
1  can't  really  talk  till  1  ve  had  a  tub." 

"■  Me  too,''  chimed  in  Longridgi-.  "  Chojjs 
and  1  lia\c  conu'  sitiiight  down  from  tlie 
Norllurn  Base.   lr;i\  riling  all  nighl." 

The  host  pressed  the  bell.  "  Loads  of 
time.  Dimicr's  not  lor  another  ihree- 
([uarlers  of  an  hour,  llaxc  a  cigarette  and 
tell  us  ,»bonl  the  (.real  Silent  Navy.  l»e- 
membt  r.  I'm  only  a  dug-(  ul  l-^ast-coast 
Miiicswi-cper-  a  hnnibU  eomitry  sijuuc  mas- 
(jU(  radiiig   as   a    nasal    olliccr-  and    I    want 
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to  hear  about  things,     'i  iicre  wasn't  a  Grand 
Elect  when  1  retired." 

"  liow  long  leave  have  you  got,  Tony  ?  " 
asked  EosU-r. 

'•  A  fortnight."  replied  Aughtlone,  and 
turned  as  the  butler  reap}-)eared.  "  Hughes, 
take  Mr.  3hi\iHW  and  ?.;r.  J.oiigridge  along 
presently  and  sand-and-ean\  as  lliein.  They 
ean  ^hare  one  bathroom,  atid  that'll  leave 
room  lor  us.  A  I'ortnigiit,"*  he  resunu  d. 
and  extending  his  cigarette  watched  the 
steady  smoke  ascending.  '"  Blown  up  last 
Tuesday,  and  thought  it  was  a  fair  excuse 
to  j)ut  in  for  seme  leave  and  fix  up  this 
dinner.  .  .  .  Mervts.  you  know,  and  all 
that."     lie  sniihtl. 

'M)f  course,"  said  tlie  fal  luan.  '' \'er> 
tryin'  work.  We  dr()[)pe(i  six  tons  of  ex- 
plosives on  Zeebrugge  .Monday  night,  and 
lost  two  machines.  1  got  ni\'  lea\ c  all  righi 
though,  thanks  [o  a  twitching  eyelid."  11( 
surveyed  the  company  with  an  unmoved 
count tiuuiee.  ''  Nerves  are  the  devil  unless 
you  lake  'em  in  lime;  and  Em  getting 
uld    .   .    .  ■'      He  chuckh.l   tally. 

Hughes  appeared  on  the  lliresliold  with 
the  announeeiiienl  that  the  baths  were 
readv.  lie  had  kno\sii  and  suli'ered  gladly 
most  of  IIkU  laughing  assembly  oil  and  on 
for  the  past   decade,     '' Eut   a  nict-  cake  of 
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dog-soap  in  c;u-h  one,  Ilutrlios,"  said  Biakc- 
spear,  ''  and  have  tluir  clfjtlus  baked.  .  .  . 
Tliev're  trying  to  i-ome  the  '  Uaek  to- 
lsli<rht\-l'roin-the-Trenehes  '  on  lis.  tiuse 
HLToie  ligui'es  Ironi  tlie  iJattk-  Meet  and 
]?att!i'  C  ruiser  Fleet.  Ask  "em  to  tell  you 
about  the  Battle  oi  Jutland,  Jlughes." 


Diiuicr.  \\\[h  the  mellow  candlelight  half 
revealing  the  por!  rails  of  bygom-  Auglillones 
on  the  walls,  had  k  aehed  the  duek-and 
v)reen-|)iaN  stauc  AvJicii  Ikclrospcetion  laid  a 
cold  iinocr  on  the  mii  d  ol'  I  lie  l?altle  Fleet's 
representafi\-e.  "  \  <  ry  nearly  thought  om- 
leave  \vas  going  to  be  Kyboshed."  he  obsc  i  ved 
to  For.gi  idge. 

"  Last  Monda\  ?  \'es,  so  did  I.  ITw.  t  tly 
we  got  the  steaming  signal  1  thought  all  was 
oNcr.  ^N'e  didn't  know  the  baltleshi))S  were 
out  till  we  got  to  M  a  :  heard  you  chatting 
to  the  AdmirallN  on  llie  11. F.  wireless 
\va\-e.  and  th<n  we  thought  there  was 
something  on.""  The  Hallk  Cruls*  r  Wireless 
ivxpt ft  einiekh  <1.  ••  After  a  bit  tli<  ilun 
woke  up  and  started  bleating',  and  we  got 
scraps  of  Tclefunkc  n  ''•om  I  lie  south,  inix^-d 
iiji  with  pals  on  the  back  to  our  <lesfr<»yers 
iVoiii   I  lie  Adnuralty." 

'I'lie     \()uni>esl     modern,     destrover     com- 
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mander  in  the  service  moved  uncomfortably 
in  his  chair. 

"  And  in  tlie  inornino'  ■  rcaee.  ])erfeet 
peace  '  from  the  Ihigship  and  "  IJae';  to 
harbour,'  *'  said  the  guniu  rv  lieutenant 
from  the  Hattle  Fleet.  The  usual  wvavy 
stunt.  \'<)U  bafjged  a  Zepp,  though,  didn't 
you  ?  ■' 

"Yes.  Inquisitive  blighter.  You'd  have 
enjoved  tliat."' 

••Twelvc-ii.eh  ?  " 

'•  Shrapnt  1." 

"  Ah."  said  .broine  eoniplaeently.  "  hat 
was  our  lit  tic  show,  (ilad  you  all  cnjoxnd 
yourselves." 

"  Yes/'  cut  in  lb'ak(s|,cnr  (piitlsly.  "  you 
(bislud  '(111  \  I  !•>■  nicely  doun  south  tliat 
Jiighl.  We  Destroyers  had  a  very  })r(.lly 
little  dust-up/' 

"  What  did  you  do.  Jerry  ?  "  asked 
Aughtlune.  "  \\'e  all  seem  to  haxc  been 
more  or  less  mixed  up  in  the  ailair — Foster, 
Were  you  embroiled  ?  *' 

The  Minelascr  ehuekled,  ''  Indirectly."' 
he  said.  "  but  nothing  \ cry  speetaeular. 
\»'e've  usually  got  home  and  tucked  each 
other  up  in  by-bye  when  the  fireworks 
start,  in  our  line  of  business  ! 

'"lonu  on.  Jerry.  "  said  Mayluw;  "  \vhid 
did  vou  do  in  the  Great  War,  daddv  ?  "' 
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"  Well'  said  the  stout  one,  siifkring 
lliio-lus  to  rcj)lcnisli  liis  olass,  "  will,  per- 
sonally, I  didn't  do  a  lull  ol"  a  lot  that  niolir. 
But  the— what  d'ye  eall  it  ?— cumulative 
cifeet  wasn't  loo  bad.  That  was  the  nifrlit 
they  s])vann-  a  new  slunt  on  us.  Things  that 
looked  like  balls  of  fire-  red-hot  liquid  stuff. 
I  o-(jt  a  linn{)  on  n\y  i'li^elan-e  and  it  ran 
down  the  j^lane  and  (iii|)j)ed  olT — like  phos- 
phorus slreaniinu  oil'  the  l)ladc  of  an  oar 
in  the  dark.  .  .  .  -.  had  a  r)3()-lb.  bomb 
tucked  under  my  seal  and  I  was  nervous. 
.  .  .  i'm  fretting  old,  anyway.  Dam' nearly 
Ihirty." 

"  Start  at  the  l)egimiing,"  said  Aughtlone 
hungrilv. 

"Xo,  no."  interrupted  Longridge  in  a  low 
voice.  ''Let  him  tell  it  in  his  own  comic 
wav.  Jerrv  always  begins  somewhere  near 
the  end." 

The  slout  one  assumed  an  injured  ex- 
j)ression.  "What's  wrong?  I  am  starling 
at  the  begimiing.  .  .  .  ^^'e  went  uj)  along 
Ihe  coast.  I  look  a  squadron  of  'planes  : 
Flight  Leaders:  Iwo  (  anueks.  a  New  /en- 
lander,  and  an  Oxford  niidcrgr.aduate  who'd 
lost  his  young  wonum  in  [\)v  Liisilaiiia  and 
didn't  ciire  if  it  sn-»W( d  ink  :  a  Vank  who'd 
been  in  lUlgium  wh<  n  the  Huns  started 
what    he    called    '  gelling  gay '-- newspaper 


Mmtmmibtim 


■■—'■'"-— -'T 


-irii--- 


EPILOGUE 


31' 


I 


reporter  or  something  -and  a  Yorkshire 
dog-fancier — a  quirk.'  but  fiill-out.  Tliey 
were  all  full-ont.  as  a  matter  of  fact:  srood 
lads,  especially  tlie  Yank."  The  narrator 
paused.  ''IIe\l  seen  a  baby  in  a  butcher's 
shop — in  Liege.  I  tliink  it  was.  The  lluns 
had  cut  its  hands  oil'  and  hung  it  on  a  hook. 
.  .  .  He  was  not  so  umeh  a  scientific  l)ombe]'. 
really,  as  zealous.  \'<  ry  zealous.  ...  I  lost 
tile  (piirk,  and  one  of  my  Canucks,  but  the 
other  got  back  "ill  right.'' 

•'  Alpha  and  Omega."'  cut  in  Foster. 
'•The  beginning  and  the  end.  Now.  Jrrry. 
lei's  have  the  story." 

''Hang  it,  Eve  told  you  the  story.  You 
know  the  rest,  anyiiow.  1  dropped  mv 
contribution  to  the  gaiety  of  nations,  and 
the  lock-gates  went.  There  were  half  a 
dozen  destroyers  in  harbour,  and  thev  ff(»t 
tlu-  wind  up  them  and  bolted  for  the  ojun 
sea " 

''That's    when    tir    nabbed    'em."    said 
15rakes]H\ir.     "They     wcic    tiying    to    nip 
for  Oslcnd,   and  they  ))iil    u])  a  \irv  })relt\ 
little  scrap,   thanks.  Jerry.     \\v  Destroyers 
wt-re  waiting  outside." 

"Not  't  all!"  said  the  Living  Alan 
modestly;  "  we'd  had  all  tin-  fun  we  wanted. 
There    was    a    S(|uadron    of   ILmdley    j'agcs 
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there,  and  some  Frcneli  niaehines.  and  th(v 
made  the  dil-lanks  look  like  Cities  of  the 
Plain  befoi'e  they  went  iiome.'"  lie  turned 
to  LonjfridfTc.  "  '^lembt-r  tlic  rc\it'\v  at  Spii- 
head  before  the  war—  \vlien  tiiey  had  that 
searehlijrht  display,  all  the  Inanss  whirlinjr 
round  in  the  skv  'i  Vou  dined  with  me  that 
night." 

Lonoridcre  nodded.  '"  1  remember.  We 
went  on  dcrk  to  wateh  tiic  jxrformancM'. 
.   .   .    It  trade  me  sick."  he  conehidcd  nai\'ely. 

"  Well,"  said  Jerome.  "  I  looked  baek 
over  my  shoulder  on  the  return  journe\, 
and  ili()U<fht  of  that  niuht  at  S})ithead,  Thv 
skv  looked  hke  a  hujrc  Catherine  whe<I. 
\Ve  made  a  photographic  reconnaissance 
i.rx'  l.i\  ..."  h(  clucked  ftly  with  liis 
tongue  against  his  teeth,  "lony,*'  he  said, 
'■  that  place  looked  like  your  face  would 
if  you  got  small-])ox  after  lighting  ten  rounds 
with  Jack  .){»hnse»n  without  oloxes." 

"  Th.ank  you."*  said  his  host.  '"  .'^imiie 
Seems  to  l)e  your  strong  poii\l  to-night.'" 

"  It's  the  drink. "  said  Longridgc.  •*  He 
dex'ejops  a  graphic  style  if  you  l(\'^i\'e  the 
decanter    neai'    him    and    don't    iiiterru|)i ." 

''  Where  did  N'ou  catch  'em.  lirakt  s.  vou 
and  your  precious  T.IM  )."s  V  "  asked  Foster. 
''  We  were  going  home  when  liu'  fun  started. 
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quiet  life  was  I  lie  tiling  that  icallv  appoaled 
to  us."' 

"Close  ill."  was  ilic  re])]v.  "One 
Division  eut  "em  ol!  and  the  other  waited 
for  "<'ni.  It  was  a  wcll-ornruiscd  little 
show."'  He  lautrhed.  ''  Kver  sinee  that 
sliow  of  the  liruhrs  e\-«T\  niother".s  son 
in  the  l)estrov.T  Foree  walks  about  with  a 
lire-bar  down  the  leg  of  his  tr(>users  so  as 
to  have  it  handy,  don"t  you  know.  .  .  .  My 
foremost  guns'  erews  sj)end  their  dog-wateiu  s 
sliarpening  tin  ir  eutlasses  on  their  ra/.oi - 
strops  ami  making  knuekle-dusters  :  .  . 
tile  sailor  is  nctthing  if  l!(>  isn't  thorough. 

"■\Nell,  that  night  we  jiieked  out  oui- 
opposite  mmiber  by  the  llame  of  jiis  funnels. 
and  \  j)iit  my  old  hooker  at  him.  an"  rammed 
him,  full  l)ore.  (aught  him  rather  far  forward 
— farther  than  I  meant  to.  but  good  enough 
for  tjic  purpose,  ii  was  like  cutting  eheesr 
with  a  hot  knife.  .  .  .  Then  ,,f  course  the 
malelots  went  berserk.  \  saw  th(^  gunner"s 
mat(>  go  over  the  sid-  on  to  h.r  f(>recas{le. 
lugging  a  maxim  with  him  and  h(»wling  like 
a  dervish  at  the  lieatl  of  a  ci'owd  that  looked 
as  if  they'd  rushed  oi.t  of  ;i  piiate  jimk 
instead  of  a  resj)ecial)l(  British  destro\er. 
IMy  yeoman  of  signals  borrowed  mv  automatic 
pistol,  and  spra      I  it  about  till   I  wicnched 
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men.  The  sub  was  clawiiig  at  licr  ensign 
with  a  j)ai"ly  c!  fhc-haids  round  liiin  hiyiiifj 
aboui  th(in  with  cuthisscs  like  characters 
in  a  Sliakespearian  play,  and  to  add  to  the 
excitement  the  watch  hclow  in  the  engine- 
room,  who  had  just  been  relieved,  were 
slinufini^  sealdin<x  cocoa  over  the  rails  into 
the  Hums'  faces."  'Die  s])eal<er  wiped  his 
mouth,  after  an  interval  for  rt'lVeshnient. 
"  I'm  still  hoarse  with  laiiifhinj,'  and  bawlin<^ 
at  the  guinier's  mate  not  to  start  easing  off 
the  maxim  into  the  croAvd.  And  if  you 
could  have  seen  'cm  hiLT^n'n},'  prisoners  over 
the  rail,  and  tiic  iluns  tryinLj  to  pull  them 
back  by  th(  n-  IVcl  lii^e  a  lot  of  demented 
people  i)nnini,f  crackers  across  a  table  ! 
Lord  I  i  shall  never  forfjet  it  if  1  live  to 
be  a  iinlhon. 

■■  Then  she  sank  just  fell  in  half  and 
went  !<>\vn.  i  had  IkiM'  my  shij)'s  company 
in  the  water,  as  Avrll  as  liir  llmis.  'I'hey 
were  just  likt  a  lot  of  li^vhtinnr  dofjs  aftir  a 
hose  had  been  pl.i\ed  on  IJiein.  Lucky 
the  Ihm  hadnt  ifot  a  snbmaiine  about, 
because  I  lia-l  lo  stoj)  jnid  pick  'em  all  Uj). 
Another  linn  d<stroyer  had  been  torpedoed 
not  far  oh',  und  was  burning  like  a  hayrick. 
She  enlivened  iii.ilteis  li\  taking  '  sdters  ' 
;it    us    \\  ,  I  h    her    ;ittei'  I'un    wlilji-   sue   s!it\k,    so 

I  had  to  silence  lier  In-st,  and  b\-  the  time  I 
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got  tlie  last  of  my  Dcath-or-Glorv  hoys  out 
of  the  water  tlicy  were  pretty  far  rrone. 
T  asked  one  fellow  how  he'd  enjoyed  iiim- 
silf.  and  he  said,  '  Law,  sir,  fine!  We  was 
lliekin"  oiT  tluir  '(>ads  wiv  the  cutlass,  same's 
it  nn'^dit  ha'  hin  dandelions  !  '  " 

"Take  many  prisoners?"  asked  AuixJit- 
h'lK',  I.tughing. 

"  Firty-one,  a)ul  their  llaj,'.  The  suh  lold 
me  he  wanted  to  present  it  to  the  '  (ioat  ' 
<»r  Westminster  Ahhcy,  wasn't  sure  which. 
Some  of  tli(>  llims  were  pretty  nearlv  done, 
and  my  surgeon  probationer  had  a  husy 
time  getting  life  hack  into  one  or  two.  lie 
carr^>d  them  down  to  the  stokt  hold  and 
worked  at  "em  in  \\\r  warmth.  While  he 
was  down  thire.  the  suh  came  up  to  me 
and  said  lh<r(>  was  another  in  the  fore- 
castle lockers,  pegging  out.  lie  thought;  so 
when  things  got  (pint,  1  a\( nt  along  to  see 
if  1  ctMild  do  anything.  Ih  was  just  ahout 
all  in.  hu!  he  had  str<-r)gtli  enough  lo  j)ut 
out    his  tongue  at    me- — " 

"  Saue\    puss  !    '   from  Jerome. 

"  lie  was  clay  col  1.  and  no  MiiHdmt  of 
rui)hing  would  warm  him.  so  I  told  a  eouple 
of  l)ia\es  to  (  arry  him  down  to  the  doctor 
ill  .he  stok(hold  '1  h'  Ihm  just  knew 
enough  I'.nghsh  to  eateh  tin  word  '  sloke- 
hf.ld,'  and  he  lhon<di(  \\\  (.id,],,}  him  to  he 
•.I 
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shoved  into  the  furnace  for  piittii.g  out  his 
tongue  at  me.  Imagine  the  sort  of  minds 
they  must  have." 

"Their  oflicers  tell  'em  tliosc  penny- 
dreadful  stories  to  (hseourage  a  tendency 
to  surrender,'  said  Foster. 

"  Well,  it  saved  his  life,  anyway,  that 
spasm.  He  yelled  and  fought  and  l)it  and 
kicked.  It  look  live  men  to  get  him  along 
the  upper-deck,  and  all  the  way  he  was 
shouting  :  '  Adi.  no  !  Xo  !— No  !— Xo  !— 
No!  "  at  the  loj)  of  his  voice.  V,y  \hv  time 
we  got  him  t(»  fh«>  stokejiold  halchway  iu'd 
recovered  all  the  aninuition  he'd  (■%<  r  had, 
and  th<'rc  w^stTl  any  need  for  the  doctor  !  " 

"What  was  the  total  hag?"  asked 
Mayhew. 

"Four  onerainnird.  two  lorpi  ilocd,  and 
one  sujik  l.y  gnnliic  by  the  light  cruisers. 
There  Were  six  all-told." 

''niil."  iiili  iiiiptrd  Forigiidge.  "  iloesn't 
it  ralJK  I'  tickle  yuu  to  iliink  of  mir  In  in(» 
ahle  to  wipe  llic  llooi-  wJUi  Huir  drsli-veis 
•'"d  not  a  Messed  capital  ship  dares  come 
out  of  Willu  !msha\(  II  to  sa\c  \ni !  There 
wc  wei'e  in  the  liattle  ("ruisds,  trailing  tlii' 
tail  of  our  coat  ail  round  the  IMigoland 
IJighl.  and  nothing  doing,  if  \(,ii  phase. 
Ain't    !!ial    what's  en!!.  , I  Sea  Tower ?  " 

'•  Ilunvm,"    snid    Foster,    and    cjiuekltd. 
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"  I  don't  '-"ow  about  Sea  Power:  I'm  only 
a  humble  Minelayer.  Ihit  this  may  throw 
some  light  on  tlie  situation."  He  drew  a 
poeket-book  from  ];:s  poeket.  "  I  saw  a 
translation  of  a  paragraph  frv)m  a  Dntoh 
paper  in  the  press  this  morning.  I  cut  it 
out  to  send  my  skipper  in  case  he  hadn't 
seen  it."  lie  handed  tiie  sliji  to  Aughtlone. 
"J   th./Ught  it  would  cheer  him  up." 

"The  crew  of  the  Lightship   rej)ort 

that  at  ;>  a.m.  on  Tuisday  morning  a  munber 
of  very  heavy  exfilosions  oceiUTed  in  a 
southerly  direetit)n.  In  se\  <  ral  cases  a  sheet 
c»f  llame  was  seen  to  ascend  to  an  altitude 
of  at  least  I.'jO  metres.  One  of  the  men 
who  had  passed  tiirough  the  North  Sea  on 
the  niglit  of  the  Halth'  (.f  Jutland  stal.'d 
that  lie  r^'eognistd  the  lla>hes  as  from  big 
ships  blowing  ii|  . 

Aughtlone  r(  ;',(l  I  lie  cutting  aloud,  and 
lianded  it  back.  '  That  was  your  dirty 
work,  was  it  ?  " 

'J'lie  iiiiiK  !ay(  r  langlud.  "  .Vet  o'  (lod, 
we  like  to  e;il!  il."  he  said.  "Or  ill  the 
WDrds  of  thai    btauiilul  poem  : 

"  Tho  boy,  oil,  wliere  was  lio  ?  " 

Auglitlone  joiiH  il  ill  the  kuighler.  '*  That's 
Jill  \  ( r\  line."'  lie  sai<l,  "  bul  (11(111*1  any  of 
your  lighthouse  frii  luLs  furlhir  nm  th  observe 
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my  little  contretemps  later  on  in  tlie  morn- 
ing ?  Hut  perhaps  they  wouldn't  notice  a 
mere  minesweeper  blowing  uj).''  He  re- 
moved the  stopptrs  rioin  ilic  dceanters  and 
pushed  them  to  Mayhcw  on  his  kft.  "'  That 
Zepp  you  were  talking  aho)it  ividcntly 
gave  the  tip  that  you  wwv  out  to  a  inino- 
laying  submarine,  because  we  located  a 
minelield  on  what  would  liave  been  the  Hattle 
Fleet's  course  if  yoird  come  south.  I  lost  a 
paddhr  clearing  it,  and  got  a  swim  before 
breakfast." 

"How  did  you  know  th(^  minefield  was 
there  ?  "    asked   l.ougridge, 

"Dutch  sliip  bhw  Uj).  'Matter  of  fact, 
she  blew  up  on  a  st!;iy  o?u>.  I  went  to  the 
position  she'd  given  us.  and  before  .»e  started 
sw(M*|)ing  we  wci'c  on  top  of  I'rit/'s  eggs 
which  lie'd  intended  for  you.  Ah.  well, 
wc  raked  'em  up  and  1  got  ni\'  have,  so 
we  won't  bear  l-'ritz  any  malice  this  time." 
Ho  paused,  glass  in  hand. 

" 'I'he  King."  he  said  tjuictly. 

"'i'he  King."  murmund  the  others.  ''  Yes, 
I  got  my  have  out  of  that  night's  work, 
too,"  said  tiie  destroyer  captain.  "  Ifather 
damaged  our  classic  j)rolih\  and  had  to 
dock  for  a  few  days  to  straighten  the 
stem.   ..." 

J^cyond    the   open   bay   windows   the   blue 
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dusk  was  closinjr  down  on  the  vtws  and 
scintcd  hordtrs.  The  Ion.*,',  deep  drone  of 
a  cockchafer  ^\( nl   past  and  didl  to  nolliinfr. 

The  host  sint  Ihc  (h'canicrs  on  their 
second  round  and  hancd  forward  a  liltle 
in  his  chair. 

"  ITs  heen  jolly  nice  to  S(  o  yon  dear  old 
thinns  again,''  lie  said.  ''  atid  talk  over  the 
War.  as  v,e  swore  we  Mould  soivc  (^av  wluii 
wc  were  kids.""  lie  paused.  "And  now 
tlicre's  a  toa^!  I  aoIc  we  diink.  He — • 
h("d  ha\  (■  l){i  II   iurc  if  this  dunier  had  been 

a    month    earlier.     As    it     is ■"    he    raised 

his  glass — "  we  can  onl\-  (hink  to  his 
memory."' 

No  name  w;js  mentioned.  They  nodded; 
drank  graN  el\-,  in  silence  and  jx  rfeet  coni- 
preliension. 

l^rakesjxar,  facing  his  host,  broke  the 
silence.  "  1  saw  hijn  a  couple  of  days 
ago.""  he  said  (piietly. 

I'.h  ?  "  ejaculated  Jerome  shar{)ly. 

"  Jiut,"  said  Fostt  r.  "  his  Ixiat  was  lost — 
oh.    more  than   three   weeks  aLjo." 

J?rak(  spear  nodddl,  'M  know,  liut  they 
salved  Ik  r  and  i)roughl  Ik  r  in.  near  where 
my  ship  was  lying.  ])aere  the  suhmarinc 
OIK',  iKtt  his  hi'othcr — went  on  hoard  to 
make  an  (xaminalion  aiui  aiul  take  the 
bodies    out,     .So    I    Mtnt     too,    l)ccause    he 
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and    I     I    was    very    fond    of    him  ..." 
TJrakcsjx'ar  reached  for  the  cifjar  lifrhter. 

"  What  hapi)ened  V  "  asked  Mayhe-,v.  "  We 
never  hear  any  details  of  these  things  up 
north." 

•'  Well,  they  j^ot  holed  and  sank  stern 
first  apparently.  Stuck  in  the  bottom.  How- 
ever, they  manajTcd  to  stop  the  hole  up  witli 
elothing  and  tnllow  and  stopped  the  inrush 
of  water  :  hut  they  couldn't  move  the  boat. 
l?lew  everythin}][  and  sliiftcd  weights,  but 
she  woiddn't  buduc.  'iluii  the  iirst  Vwu- 
te!)ant  volunteered  to  n()  ,,ut  tlirou^^lr  the 
bow  toipedo  tube.  They  tiid  a  message  to 
liis  wrist  and  he  era.wled  into  th.e  tube  :  they 
fired  it  wil!s  compressed  air,  as  if  he'd  been 
a  torpedo.  They  waited  lor  a  couple  of 
hours,  a.nd  Hicii  someone  opi'n<(l  th<'  tube 
door,  just  to  m;ike  siire.  .  .  ,  l?uf  he  svas 
still  there     janib((i.   .   .   .  "" 

Th.e  butler  entered  with  the  eorfee,  and 
the  narrator  \v;is  silent  till  he  l.ad  gone. 

"  Vou  know  tiu'  forem(»st  hateii  in  those 
boats,  for  low(  ring  torp<(loes  ?  "  he  n^sumed. 
Apparently  they  dcciih d  to  try  g(tting  a 
big  air  pr(>ssurc  in  lli<'  bo.il.  Ihrn  open  this 
hatch   and   chance   being   blown    fhvoiigh    lo 


the    surface    in    ll 


le 


bubl)le." 


The    speaker 


puff(>(l  a  eloiul  of  smoke  and  >vafehe(l  it  eddy 
abou'  the  dowers  in  the  centre  (>r  the  table. 
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"  So  they  stripped  and  put  on  swimming 
collars  and  life-belts,  and  mustered  two-deep 
under  the  hatehway." 

Lon^rid^e  vas  traeinf^  a  pattern  in  the 
ash  from  lis  citrarettc  on  the  side  of  his 
dessert-plate.  "  All  of  'cm  ?  "  he  'nter- 
rupted.  ''  Shouldn't  have  thought  there 
was  room." 

"  No  tliere  wasn't.  There  wasn't  room 
for  Jiim  or  his  coxswain.  We  found  those 
two  fully  dressed,  without  life-belts  or  any- 
thinf:^,  rij^dit  Ihe  other  end  of  the  compart- 
ment away  from  any  hope  of  escape,  liut 
he  wrote  his  report,  givinji"  clear  and  c-xj)licit 
directions  for  salving,  amongst  other  things, 
and  tied  it  to  the  second  coxswain's  wrist, 
.  .  .  'J'hen  ■when  they  were  all  ready  he 
gave  I  lie  word-  from  the  other  end  of  the 
com])artment  and  the  men  all  heaved  the 
hatch  up  together." 

Heliind  tlie  sjicMker's  shoulders  ihe  blue 
oblongs  of  the  windows  had  darkened  into 
blackness.  A  nightingale  far  oil'  among  the 
laurels  was  pouring  out  her  liquid  song  into 
the  liight,  and  for  a  while  lirakespear  seemed 
to  be  listening  to  it,  twirling  the  sl<  in  of  h's 
wine-glass  absently  between  finger  an. I 
thiuub.      No  one  spoke. 

"It  was  one  of  those  stupid  little  acci- 
dents,'"    lie   went    on    jircsently,    still    in   the 
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same  low.  grave  tones,  "a  tliinir  so  iiUcily 
insigiiilicaiit,  tliat  steel  ]Kl\v(.n  Lil'e  and 
Death  for  tlicni.  Yet  it  happened.  The 
iiateli  oi)ened  ahoiit  six  inehes  and  janibed. 
They  could  neither  raise  nor  lower  it.  The 
"water  just  poured  in." 

"  Drowned  'em.''  said  Longridge  tensely. 
The  superlluily  of  the  remark  seemed  to 
strike  him.  "  Of  c(»urse,"  he  added,  as  if 
talking  to  himself. 

"  Yes." 

"And  they  were  still  two-deep  when  you 
found  them  ?  "    asked  Foster. 

"  Yes.  There  nnist  iiave  heen  perf(>ct 
discipline  from  firsi  to  last.  Ana  his 
letter—  " 

The  spanker's  \(»iee  caught  abruptly,  as 
a  trailing  garment  catches  in  a  nail.  The 
ensuing  silence  remained  unbroken  till 
Aughtlone  slowly  pushed  back   his  ehai 

\  vote  we  go  and  ha\ c  a  game  of  pool," 
he  said  (piietly. 


The  hall  clock  chinKHl  one  on  a  thin 
scat»dalised  note  as  the  candle-lit  procession 
wended  its  way  !)((h\ar(ls  up  the  wide  stair- 
way. It  was  one  of  tin-  Aughtlone  traditions 
that  I  lie  old  house  should  remain  lit  by  lamps 
and  candles. 

Aughtlone  hd  the  way,  and.  as  he  reached 
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the  oalh  ry  overlooking  the  hnll,  he  turned, 
smiling,  and  raised  his  candle  above  his  head 
as  if  to  ligiit  the  way  better  for  his  guests. 
They  eanie  towards  him  by  ones  and  twos, 
Jerome  encircling  Foster's  neck  with  his  arm 
and  crooning  softly  to  himself,  a  picture  of 
Falstailian  contentment:  Mayhew,  with  one 
liand  on  the  balustrade,  looking  back  ovtr 
his  shoulder  to  address  some  laughing  remark 
to  Longridge  at  his  heels  ;  13rakcs])ear  Irirg- 
ing  up  the  rear,  gravi-  and  thoughtful  as  was 
his  \\(»nt.  his  thin,  handsome  f;icc  white  as 
ivory  against  the  dark  panelling. 

"Hi,  I'odgie !"  called  Mayhew,  "ain't 
they  goin'  to  make  you  a  Major-Cieneral  in 
th(>  Air  I'cMce.  or  something  ?  What's  all 
this  talk  about  amalgamating  the  U.N.A.S. 
and  K.F.C.  ?  " 

The  Flying  Man  reaclud  the  landing  and 
discntanghd  his  arm  from  his  companion. 
"  I  shall  be  a  I.ieutcnant-C'olonel,"  he  said. 
"A  Li<  lit  I  nant-Cohmei  me,  what's  been  in 
the  Navv,  man  and  bov.  tli(selifteen  vcars." 
He  frowned  severely  at  an  armour-clad  efl'gy 
againsi    (he-   wall.      "Amalgamate'      - 

"Never  minel."  said  Foslcr,  "NeAer 
minel.  l'e)elgie.  tec  e'on't  care-.  AN  e  shall  kne)W 
ye)U  ((iuidn'l  h*  Ij-.  bt  ing  a  Lie  ule  nan'-CoIonel, 
and  tiial   >  nu  bilongeel  to  the  Navy  e)nce'." 

''  He  11  alwavs  belong  le)  it,*'  said  Ma\  h<  w. 
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"  lie's  only  camouflaged,  and  one  of  these 
days  he'll  come  back  to  us.  The  Navy  ain't 
like  any  other  profession  :  you  can't  sud- 
denly become  something  else  by  dressing  up 
in  a  different  rig  "-  he  pointed  to  the  efilgy 
in  armour  — "  any  more  than  I'd  cease  to  be 
a  Gunnery  Lieutenant  if  I  shoved  on  that 
fellow's  superfine  tin  suitings." 

"  This,"  said  Longridge.  "  is  developing 
into  a  '  I?rancli-kagg.'  I'm  going  to  turn 
in." 

"  Breakfast  at  ten  !  "  shouted  the  host  as 
Longridge  del  ached  liimself  from  the  group 
and  disappeared  up  a  corridor. 

"  And.  anyliow."  said  IJrakespear,  "  even 
if  our  I'odgic  fadrs  away,  to  bteome  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in  a  gorgeous  uniform     — " 

"  Sky-l)lue,  ain't  it,  Todgie  ?  "  interposed 
Aughtlone.  lirakespear  disrcgard(d  the  in- 
terruption. 

\\\vn  if.  1  say,  Podgie  dej)arts  from  our 
midst,  the  Navy  remains.  And  if  I  even 
I  go  up  ii^  \]\c  mxt  'Jutland,'  or  loster 
trips  o\  er  otw  of  iiis  infrrnal  machines  acci- 
dentally in  the  dark " 

"Or    I    get    wafted    skywards   clearing   a 
mine-luld  next  week,'"  said  Aughtlone. 
"  Kxaelly.    .    .    .   OIJui's    would     take    our 

'  An    iir^'iunoiit  a.s   to   tho  coniiiar,itiv<.'  nurit^  luul  de- 
merits of  tho  ro.-ipootivo  branclias  of  II. M.  Nuval  S  rvice. 
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places.  The  individual  doesn't  count. — 
Podgic,  you're,  dripping  candle-grease  on 
Tony's  ormulu  carpet,  .  .  ." 

'  I'm  going  to  bed,"  said  the  stout  one. 
"You're  all  getting  a  trillc  maudlin.  .  .  ." 

Foster  yawned.  "I'm  going  too.  But 
Brakes  is  right.  What's  it  matter  vhat  hap- 
pens to  us  as  long  as  \ve  shove  the  wheel 
rovmd  a  spoke  or  two  in  our  short  trick  ?  " 
He  wagfjed  his  iu  iid  solcmnlv.  "  Life's 
dev'Iish  short,  anvwav.  .  .  .  (Ome  on.  Podgie. 
'And  so  to  bed. '\   .'.  '  Mght  all!  " 

Aught  lone  watched  the  twin  ghmmcrs  fade 
away  down  the  long  corridor  and  turmd  to 
his  last  remaining  guest. 

"  We're  a  tongue-tied  breed."  he  said. 
"  We'\eb(>en  trvin.cf  toNoiee  some  tremendous 
sentiment  tiiat's  btcii  struggHug  for  exj)res- 
sion  all  the  evening,  and- " 

"  It's  had  us  biat."'  said  Brakespcar.  lie 
made  a  circle  in  the  air  with  the  wavering 
candlc^-nam(\  '' lt"s  too  big.  We've  all  seen 
so  nuieh  in  this  ])k)odv  war,  colleetivelv.  .  .  . 
We  feel  that  we  are  the  Navy  and  the  Navy 
is  us:  yet,  somehow,  we  don't  count  nmch 
as  individuals." 

"  it's  because  wt  're  linite."  said  Aught- 
loiie.  \\v  leanid  against  the  carved  balus- 
trade that  swept  round  and  up  into  the 
darkness    of    the    great    house,    and    stared 
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absently  at  tJie  mailed  tigurc  standing  in  the 
shadows:  the  lioht  ,.r  the  candles  llickcrcd 
on  hauberk  and  \izur  through  Avhich  the 
breath  of  some  iorgottcn  ancestor  had  once 
come  and  gone.  " 'J"h(  individual  passes  -  " 
"  Yes,"'  said  ]]rakes])(  ar.     He  took  a  step 


along  the  thiJ<  carpet    and   halted, 
the  Navy's  eternal. 
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